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Pokagon Band Partners with Several Organizations for Mass Vaccination
of Native Americans and Other Native Groups Living in Indiana
Tribal Council and Pokagon Health Services (PHS) is pleased to announce
that we partnered with several Indiana-based organizations to offer COVID-19
vaccines to Native Americans including state-recognized and historical tribes,
as well as Native Hawaiians, Native Alaskans, and other native groups living
in Indiana. In order to qualify, interested individuals had to be 18 years of age
or older and vaccines were distributed by appointment only on a first-come,
first-serve basis on Saturday, March 27. The second dose in the two-shot series
will be delivered on Saturday, April 24. An appointment was required as a
limited number of doses were available. Vaccine doses were administered at
1145 East 22nd Street, Indianapolis by the Pokagon Band of Potawatomi’s
Pokagon Health Services (PHS) staff led by Dr. Gerald Morris.

like to commend Dr. Morris, our PHS Staff and members of our Tribal
Government for volunteering to make this program possible. I would also
like to thank Pokagon Citizen, Scott Brewer, who also serves as Chairman
of the Indiana Native American Indian Affairs Commission (INAIAC), for
working with several groups to organize the effort.”
In addition to the Pokagon Band, American Indian Center of Indiana and
INAIAC, several groups supporting the effort included: Eiteljorg Museum;
First Nations Educational and Cultural Center of Indiana University,
Bloomington; Indiana Civil Rights Commission; Indiana Minority Health
Coalition; Indian Health Service, an agency within the U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services; IUPUI American Indian Programs at Indiana
University, School of Liberal Arts; Native American Educational and Cultural
Center of Purdue University, West Lafayette; and the Office of Minority
Health, Indiana Department of Health.

Commenting on the vaccination program in a press release which was sent to
media, Chairman Wesaw said, “On behalf of the Pokagon Tribal Council, close
to six thousand Pokagon Citizens and the thousands of employees that work for
our Tribe, we are very proud that we are able to answer the call and help vaccinate
We will look forward to providing another update on the completion of the
as many Native Americans as possible living in Indiana. We are fortunate that
program in the May newsletter. Migwėtth.
due to the proactive efforts of our PHS staff, we’ve already been able to vaccinate
a large number of our citizens, employees and their family members. I would
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Chairman’s Corner
Bozho,
There should be no question that
spring is here. Only in Michigan
can we have the four seasons rolled
into one. By the time the newsletter
reaches your home, we will have
moved our clocks forward, giving
us an additional hour of daylight.
Another hour to work outside in
the yard or the garden, or maybe even shovel some snow.
While COVID-19 numbers are trending downward, precautions are still the
name of the game. In case you have not heard yet, the Memorial Day Pow Wow
has been cancelled. The Veterans golf outing, which is the same weekend, is
being moved to a later date, yet to be determined. There has been a number of
citizen inquiries regarding the reopening of the campground, lakes, community
center, Gage Street, and other summer activities. I know we are all anxious to get
back to normal, but we still need to make sure we are exercising every precaution
to keep the community safe. The taskforce is reviewing all pertinent information
and should have some suggestions to council very soon. Council will get
information out as soon as decisions are determined. I am confident we will have
information by the end of March. Please watch the Office of Tribal Council site
for updated information.
The clinic staff continues to do great work. We are getting enough vaccine
that any casino staff member, government employees and any extended family
member aged 18+ of a Pokagon Citizen, and any extended family member aged
18+ of a Pokagon Citizen’s significant other can get a vaccine. Please call (269)
692-5812 to leave a secure message to schedule a vaccination appointment.
Great work Dr. Morris and to your team.
I would like to share an email that I received from a tribal citizen with comments
about our clinic staff.
Subject - Amazing Employee
Message - Good Friday, Tribal Council What an incredible employee we have at the government and PHS
in Angela Lianez. She is the kindest, friendliest person and everso
knowledgeable. She never fails to follow up in a timely manner, is
consistent in her positive attitude and never complains! Angela is
now handling booking appointments for optical and after being
furloughed, did not miss a beat in her outstanding guest service (and
I would like to think I know a little bit about exceptional guest service).
Whoever decided that she should handle the scheduling of all optical
appointments made a great decision. Though new to her, she does so
without skipping a beat. She has also been working at the vaccine
clinic as I have seen her there myself.
I believe PHS celebrates amazing employees with a monetary award
monthly and if I can pass on this information to you, to Jody and to
Priscilla, I would love for Angela to be acknowledged for her skill set.
And if that is no longer occurring due to the pandemic, please accept
this on its face value - a celebration of an employee that brightens the
day of any and all who have the chance to speak with her.
I think this is a great testament to all of our staff, but I appreciate the willingness
for other to share recognition of those who have done very good work.
In other COVID- related news, Tribal Council and Pokagon Health Services
(PHS) is pleased to announce that we partnered with several Indiana-based
organizations to offer COVID-19 vaccines to Native Americans including
state-recognized and historical tribes, as well as Native Hawaiians, Native
Alaskans, and other native groups living in Indiana. In order to qualify,

interested individuals had to be 18 years of age or older and vaccines were
distributed by appointment only on a first-come, first-serve basis on Saturday,
March 27. The second dose in the two-shot series will be delivered on Saturday,
April 24. An appointment was required as a limited number of doses were
available. Vaccine doses were administered at 1145 East 22nd Street, Indianapolis
by the Pokagon Band of Potawatomi’s Pokagon Health Services (PHS) staff led by
Dr. Gerald Morris. If you would like to learn more, please read the article on this
program in this edition of the newsletter.
Council recently approved an extension to the Emergency Assistance Program.
Changes are being made to simplify the application process for the remainder
of the year. In addition, council also re-approved the grocery card, laptop, and
laptop reimbursement programs. Information for each of these programs can be
found on the Pokagon website.
Congress has approved and the president has signed the COVID-19 and
Stimulus Relief legislation. By the time you read this article you should have,
if you qualify, your stimulus check of $1,400. In addition, while the final
details have not been confirmed, the tribe should be in for a significant
distribution of CARES money. There has been changes to what is identified
as allowable expenses, but the final determinations have not been confirmed
yet by Treasury. As soon as the deposit has been made and the rules reviewed,
council will be sharing thoughts on how to utilize the funds.
There have been conversations indicating our Indiana legislation is being
scheduled for hearings and a vote. All indications are that our Full Faith and
Credit bill, HB 1441, is being viewed as favorable and should pass the Senate
which should then send the bill to the Governor for signature. The Class III
Gaming Compact, SB 356, was also scheduled for a committee hearing in the
House on March 24. I understand there are some procedural issues that must
be addressed prior to final passage, but so far, all indications are that the compact
is being viewed as favorable as well. Hopefully the Compact will have been
passed by the House by the time you read this.
I appreciate everyone’s patience and willingness to stay the course. Please enjoy
the April edition of Pokégnek Yajdanawa. As you often hear me say, it remains
A Great Day To Be A Pokagon!
Migwėtth,

Matthew Wesaw
Tribal Council Chairman

April Moon Description
We measure months by the full moon. There are actually 13 full moons in
a calendar year, each one having something of significance during that time.
When we adapt them to the English calendar we use 12 moons to fit. Please
keep in mind that there are many teachings and variations of these out there.
Bkonké Gizes – Bark Separating Moon / April
As the weather starts to warm up, water starts to run thru the (mtegok) trees
once again thus allowing for future leaf growth. As the water starts to run
creating sap, the bark separates from the trunk of the tree in an action we call
bkonké. This is why we call April Bkonké Gizes (Bark Separating Moon).
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Building The Wall of Protection
Just over a year ago, the first cases of COVID-19 showed up in Michigan and
Indiana. Our Tribal Government acted quickly to put measures in place to
protect our community against the spread of the virus and Pokagon Health
Services was tasked with responding to a pandemic on top of meeting other
healthcare needs of our patients. At first, we all assumed the virus would die
out after a few weeks of stay-at-home and social distancing measures, but we
soon came to realize that overcoming COVID-19 was going to be a marathon
rather than a sprint.
In December of 2020, after months with no knowledge if there would ever be an
end in sight, the CDC approved two Emergency Use Authorizations for vaccines
against the virus. This breakthrough moment offered us the first glimmer of hope
that we could one day gain control over COVID-19. The Pfizer and Moderna
vaccines both have similar mechanisms and their studies showed extremely high
effectiveness against the virus. P okagon Health Services worked with Indian
Health Services and received its first shipments of the Pfizer and Moderna
vaccines and immediately began vaccinating our healthcare workers, essential
government infrastructure workers and our most vulnerable citizens and Elders.
Now, we have given over 3000 doses of the vaccine and continue to vaccinate
any Pokagon Citizens, Employees and family members who wish to receive
the vaccination. Each member of our community that we vaccinate provides
protection for those within the community, and as we expand that circle to
more and more individuals, that wall of protection continues to grow.
We have now reached an important threshold. Many of our Elders paved the
way, putting aside hesitancy and doing what they know is necessary to push
through this pandemic. Others followed suit and PHS has offered the vaccine
to all those who want it. If there is anything COVID-19 taught us, it is that it
takes a community effort to safely get us through these challenging times and
our community has proven time and again it is up to the task at hand. Social
distancing, masking and handwashing not only protects you, but protects the
people around you. While these measures are still important in the fight against
the virus, currently the vaccine is the best tool we have. And like those measures,
the vaccine not only protects you, but also those around you.

The CDC has been cautiously lifting restrictions for those who have been fully
vaccinated as data continues to accumulate. For the Moderna/Pfizer vaccine,
you are fully vaccinated at least 2 weeks after you have received your final dose
in the 2-dose series. Per the CDC, if you’ve been fully vaccinated:

• You can gather indoors with fully vaccinated people without wearing a mask.
• You can gather indoors with unvaccinated people from one other household
(for example, visiting with relatives who all live together) without masks,
unless any of those people or anyone they live with has an increased risk for
severe illness from COVID-19.
• If you’ve been around someone who has COVID-19, you do not need to
stay away from others or get tested unless you have symptoms
(www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated.html)
Pokagon Health Services encourages those who are eligible for the vaccine but
have yet to receive their dose, to call and sign up for one. It is only with the
combined effort of our entire Pokagon Community that we will be able to see
the end of this pandemic. If you are over 18, call our vaccine voicemail at
(269) 692-5812 and leave a secure message to request an appointment. If you
are unable to receive the vaccine at PHS because of where you live, reach out
to your nearest IHS facility or your local health department. Do it to protect
yourself, protect your family, and protect your community.

Natagéwen - Did you know?
Pawating is our word for Niles, MI, and it means “The
place of the rapids.” Prior to the dam being built, the
St. Joseph River was much more shallow than it is today,
approximately 12 feet less in depth. Just underneath the
current were lots of rocks and boulders which made for
rough rapids. These rapids made the river difficult to
maneuver thus the origin of the name Pawating.

Tribal Council Recognizes Government Team Members for Their Contributions
Friday, March 5 marked
Employee Appreciation Day,
an important reminder for all
of us to thank our government
team members, both past and
present, for their hard work
and dedication in supporting
our citizens during the
COVID-19 pandemic.
They truly are heroes.
Tribal Council continues to
acknowledge the contributions
of many during their weekly
Tribal Council meetings.
Chairman Matthew Wesaw
also acknowledges the efforts of many teams during his weekly updates.
Pictured: A banner created to thank government
team members. Individuals pictured with the
banner from left to right include Dana Sturgeon,
Lisa Vetne and Kristie Bussler.

At the request of Patricia (Trish) Williams and on behalf of all Pokagon Citizens,
Vice Chairman Andrew Bennett had signs created and posted around our
Dowagiac campus to honor our staff! Please see the photo included.

Commenting on the thank you signs, the following team members said:
“I’m grateful for the opportunities and especially the appreciation shown
by the Pokagon Band. Gratitude helps to make it a good day.”
Dana Sturgeon - Enrollment
“Pulling into the Admin parking lot and seeing a sunny yellow thank you
sign really brightened my day. Thank you for your appreciation!”
Kristie Bussler - Education
“It feels nice to be appreciated by the citizens.”
David Halquist Jr. - Social Services
“It was a nice surprise when I got here this morning, I took a photo for everyone.”
Megan Rick - Housing
“This is an amazing gesture of kindness and appreciation for us who have
worked hands on since the beginning of the pandemic. It has been challenging
to say the least, but with such support and patience from the citizens we serve,
we have endured and thrived in togetherness. Thank you!!”
Daun Bieda - Pokagon Health Services
We could not ask for a more dedicated and committed staff! Please join us
in virtual meetings, phone calls and socially-distanced interactions in offering
a heart-felt Chi Migwėtth to all of our team members for all they do!
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Department of Education
The Department of Education is happy to announce program updates. The 20202021 Academic Year posed challenges which included program suspensions and
reductions. With careful consideration of budget, health, and safety, we are now
able to reinstate some exciting educational opportunities for students. Please take
note of the differences between Quarter 2 and Quarter 3 as we gradually phase in
certain programs. For more information, forms, and online registrations, please
visit www.PokagonBand-nsn.gov.
Quarter 2- Available Beginning April 1, 2021
K-12 Stipend/Educational Records Release $50 per student, PreK-12th
Grade (4 by Sept 1st, 2020) for school supply reimbursement. You must have
an Educational Records Release on file each academic year to be eligible for
programs and services.
Discovery Kits These are available by registering online April 1-April 30, 2021.
Everyone will have the option of having their kits mailed to them in June.
Those who prefer to pick up will be able to do so, June 14-18, 8 a.m. – 1 p.m.
or June 20-25, 1 p.m. - 5 p.m.
Tutoring Pokagon and Title VI Students PreK – 12th Grade and Pokagon
Students Getting a GED are eligible to attend an approved Learning Center (inperson or online) or utilize a Pokagon Band Auxiliary Tutor (online only at this
time). Funding per student is up to $2,500 for services provided between April
1, 2021 and July 31, 2021. See the website for more details and the Tutoring
Request Form.
Enrichment $250 per child, birth-12th grade, from January 1, 2021-July 31,
2021 for extracurricular & life skill activities.
Educational Excellence Initiative (EEI) Grades/Attendance will be collected
for this school year, 2020-2021. Submissions can be turned in after the end
of the school year until October 1, 2021. Funds will be available
August 1, 2021- July 31, 2022.
HEAP (Higher Education) Provides Book and Material Assistance, Housing
Assistance, and Tuition and Fee Assistance (“Education Benefits”) to eligible
students. For the Academic Year 2020-2021, Education Benefits are currently
reduced to 50% max eligibility to those students who have a Providence First
Trust Fund with $15,000 or more. Beginning the Fall 2021 semester/term, the
Academic Year 2021-2022, Education Benefits will return to the 100% max
eligibility to all eligible students. Student will no longer be required to submit the
Financial Aid Verification Form that was created by the Education Department,
instead you will submit your official tuition and fee statement (Semester/Term
Bill) from the Educational Institution.

Educational Excellence Initiative (EEI) Grades/Attendance will be collected
for this school year, 2020-2021. Submissions can be turned in after the end of
the school year until October 1, 2021. Funds will be available August 1, 2021July 31, 2022.
HEAP (Higher Education) Provides Book and Material Assistance, Housing
Assistance, and Tuition and Fee Assistance (“Education Benefits”) to eligible
students. Starting Fall 2021, the Academic Year 2021-2022, Education Benefits
will return to the 100% max eligibility to all eligible students. Student will no
longer be required to submit the Financial Aid Verification Form that was created
by the Education Department, instead you will submit your official tuition and
fee statement (Semester/Term Bill) from the Educational Institution.
As always, if you have questions or need clarification, please feel free to call
(269) 782-0887 or send an email.
Marisela Goodrich- Administrative Assistant
Marisela.Goodrich@PokagonBand-nsn.gov
Skye DePaul- Records and Information Coordinator
Skye.DePaul@PokagonBand-nsn.gov
Susan Doyle- K-8 Educational Associate
Susan.Doyle@PokagonBand-nsn.gov
Kristie Bussler- Educational Resource Specialist
Kristie.Bussler@PokagonBand-nsn.gov
pokégnek bodéwadmik department of education

Kë Nadmadmen Let’s Help Each Other
Department of Education Tutoring Program

Quarter 3- Available/Modifications Beginning August 1, 2021
Educational Records Release $150 per student, PreK-12th Grade (4 by
Sept 1st, 2021) for school supply reimbursement. You must have an
Educational Records Release on file each academic year to be eligible for
programs and services.
Tutoring Pokagon and Title VI Students Pre-K – 12th Grade, Pokagon
Students Getting a GED, and Pokagon Elders (ages 55 and above) will be
eligible for tutoring services. Funding is up to $2,500 per student for services
provided between 8/1/21 and 7/31/22. It is our hope to reinstate face-to-face
tutoring for students working with an Auxiliary Tutor. Decisions for the
Tutoring Program will be determined based on health and safety guidelines
and are subject to change.
Enrichment $500 per child, Birth-12th grade, from August 1, 2021-July 31,
2022 for extracurricular & life skill activities.

Student Eligibility Requirements
•
•

Pokagon citizens and Title VI students in Pre-Kindergarten –12th Grade
Pokagon citizens working toward a GED

Tutoring Options
ACCREDITED LEARNING CENTER

Program Funds
$2,500 per School Year

Time Frame
April 1 – July 31, 2021

Facilities which employ certified teachers or certified tutors
to work with students on core academic areas, study skills,
or test preparation
AUXILIARY TUTOR - ONLINE OPTION ONLY AT THIS TIME

Certified teacher (individual with a current teaching certificate) or
Individual with Bachelor’s Degree with academic area of focus or
College student currently enrolled in Bachelor's Degree program
and has successfully completed 60 or more credits
Pay for Auxiliary Tutors is $40 per one-hour tutoring session.

For more information, please contact Kristie Bussler at
(269) 462- 4222 or Kristie.Bussler@PokagonBand-nsn.gov.

gyankobjegémen

stay connected

pokagon.com

Pokegnek Yajdanawa
l

APRIL 2021

PAG E 5

Anxiety
Anxiety is your body’s natural response to stress.
It is a feeling of fear or apprehension about what’s to
come. Some things that might cause this feeling are
the first day of school, a job interview, or getting up
in front of a group of people to give a speech. Some
people have anxiety feelings that are more extreme,
last for longer than six months, and may interfere
with one’s life. This anxiety is an anxiety disorder.
Anxiety is normal to a certain extent. Some anxiety
can motivate people to work harder and to do a
better job. Ordinary anxiety is a feeling that comes
and goes but does not interfere with your everyday
life. Anxiety that becomes more severe may cause
you to stop doing things you enjoy. In extreme cases, it may prevent you from
entering an elevator, crossing the street, or leaving the home. This is the most
common form of emotional disorder and can affect anyone at any age.
Anxiety can show up in several different disorders:
• Panic disorder: experiencing panic attacks over and over
• Phobia: excessive fear of an object, situation, or activity
• Social anxiety disorder: extreme fear of being judged by others
in social situations

Anxiety in children is something that is natural and common. In fact, one in
eight children will experience anxiety. As children grow up and learn form
their parents, friends, and caretakers, they typically develop the skills to calm
themselves and cope with feelings of anxiety. Anxiety in children can become
chronic or persistent and can develop into an anxiety disorder. Uncontrolled
anxiety may begin to interfere with daily activities, and children may avoid
interacting with their peers or family members. Some symptoms in kids might
include jitteriness, irritably, sleeplessness, feelings of fear, shame, and feelings of
isolation. Treatment for kids includes talk therapy and medications when needed.
For parents/caregivers we may not always know the best way to handle anxieties
or stresses in kids/teens and this can be overwhelming for parents. Parents
struggle with decisions on what is the best way to help children work through
anxieties. Please work with your providers to receive resources for assistance on
ways to work with your children/teens that have anxiety/stress.
Stress and anxiety go hand in hand in many situations. Stress comes from
demands on your brain or body. It can be caused by an event or activity that
makes you nervous or worrisome. Anxiety is that same worry, fear, or unease.
Both anxiety and stress can cause physical symptoms such as headache, sweating,
fast heartbeat, muscle tension, rapid breathing, panic, nervousness, etc. Neither
stress nor anxiety are always bad but if either become persistent, they can interfere
with life. If this occurs, please seek treatment to help cope with your anxieties.
More information on anxiety and how to cope with it can be found at https://
www.healthline.com/health/anxiety.

• Obsessive-compulsive disorder: recurring irritational thoughts
that lead you to perform specific, repeated behaviors.
• Separation anxiety disorder: fear of being away from home or loved ones
• Illness anxiety disorder: anxiety about your health

department of language & culture

• Post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD): anxiety following a traumatic event
Symptoms of anxiety can differ from person to person. Feelings can range from
butterflies in your stomach to a racing heart. Some might feel out of control, like
there is a disconnect between your mind and body. Other anxiety symptoms can
be nightmares, panic attacks, and painful thoughts or memories that you can’t
control. You may have a general feeling or fear and worry, or you may fear
a specific place or event. Some general anxiety symptoms are increased heart rate,
rapid breathing, restlessness, trouble concentrating, or difficulty falling asleep.
Causes of anxiety are not exactly understood. It looks like a combination of
factors play a role. These include genetic and environmental factors as well as
brain chemistry. Areas of the brain that might be responsible for controlling
fear may be impacted as well.
Treatments for anxiety include lifestyle changes, counseling, and medications
if counseling and lifestyle changes don’t seem to help. Some natural remedies
are listed below:
• Getting enough sleep
• Meditating
• Staying active and exercising
• Eating a healthy diet
• Staying active and working out
• Avoiding alcohol

Traditional medicine
services Available
Traditional medicine services are now being overseen by the
Department of Language and Culture. If you are interested
in seeing Keith Smith for traditional medicine services, he will
be available one Friday and Saturday, per month to see tribal
Citizens by appointment only. Appointments are taking place
in the Government Annex(formerly the Blue House), 58653
Sink Road, Dowagiac, MI.

April 9 & 10
May 14 & 15

June 11 & 12

All tribal citizens are welcome to schedule an appointment,
whether it will be your first time or you are returning for a
follow up. Please contact Nicole Holloway at the
Department of Language and Culture at (269) 783-3513
(desk), (269) 783-6131 (cell) or Nicole.Holloway@Pokagon
Band-nsn.gov, to schedule an appointment or to inquire
about the services provided.

• Avoiding caffeine
• Quitting smoking cigarettes
• Meditation

**We honor patient confidentiality
**Due to COVID-19 and for the health and safety of our Citizens
and staff, a health questionnaire and body temperature of less than
100 degrees F will be required before each scheduled appointment.

gyankobjegémen
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The New Year Is Inspiring.
It offers opportunity. A fresh start. Maybe you have
been thinking about starting a new business, an
idea has been rolling around in your mind for a
long time. Then the questions start; “Where do I
begin?” “Does this make sense?” “How do I write
a marketing plan?” Fear steps in and your mind remains just that. Or you may
have taken the first step and have a business that is ready to grow! No matter
where you are in the process, it can feel overwhelming. We have the experience
and resources to help you succeed. You can realize your hopes and dreams- with
the support and guidance from Chi Ishobak.
Small Business Development Program

Mango Released Chapter 5 of Potawatomi Language
on Monday, March 22
We are pleased to announce that chapter five of the Bodwéwadmimwen
Potawatomi Language Course through the Mango Languages App will be
available on Monday, March 22! Chapter five provides learners with the language
needed to communicate their ability to speak Potawatomi. In addition, users
will also learn how they can ask someone where they will be at on a certain day
of the week. The Mango Languages App containing the Bodwéwadmimwen
Potawatomi Language Course is available for free download in the Google Play
Store and Apple App Store.

Chi Ishobak has developed technical assistance programs for both the aspiring
entrepreneur as well as the established business. For aspiring entrepreneurs,
Chi Ishobak helps clients evaluate business ideas and establish a plan to turn
those ideas into reality. Once your business is operating, new opportunities for
growth and development will arise. Training and one-on-one assistance can
help make your small business grow more efficient, more productive, and more
profitable. Either through one-on-one consultation, mentoring, or workshop
instruction Chi Ishobak provides assistance with most key business topics.
For more information or more details regarding the small-business development
program please contact us.

As stated in the press release which announced the partnership with Mango
Languages in 2019 to offer the Potawatomi Language Course, Rhonda
Purcell, Language Program Manager said, “We are continually striving to
create meaningful language learning resources to help us reach our goal of
re-establishing a Potawatomi speaking community and this technology will
further enhance our ability to teach, regardless of geography. Users will learn
important conversational language including phrases and sentence structures
which will help them communicate in real-life situations. From there they
will have the necessary foundation to engage in face-to-face interactions where
they can then learn emphasis, sounds, tonal fluctuation, and more that can
only be learned from genuine conversations.”

Commercial Loan Program

Chairman Wesaw added, “Preserving and teaching our native language to
Pokagon Citizens and others is critical to the long-term survival of our culture.
We are very pleased to have partnered with Mango Languages to be able to
offer this innovative and free self-study tool which will allow users to immerse
themselves and build a greater connection to who we are as a people and a
community. We hope our efforts will inspire other Native American Nations
to invest in similar language education and learning initiatives.”

Items required for application:

Chi Ishobak prides itself in nurturing tribal entrepreneurs with access to capital
for small-business start-up or expansion. Loans may range from $1,000 to over
$35,000. Funds may be used for equipment, inventory, supplies, and/or working
capital. Chi Ishobak will guide you through the process of acquiring funding
for your business.
Micro Loan A – Loan amounts $1,000 to $10,000
Micro Loan B – Loan amounts $10,001 to $35,000
Small Business Loan – Loan amounts over $35,000
$45 Non-refundable application fee
Commercial loan application form
Business plan and financial projections

To download the Mango Languages App within the Google Play Store,
click on the following link.
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.mango.android&hl=en_US
To download the Mango Languages App within the Apple App Store,
click on the following link.
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/mango-languages/id443516516
Mango Languages is one of the most popular language-learning systems
in America’s academic institutions, corporations, government agencies, and
public libraries. This is the second Native American language offered by
Mango Languages, which currently offers a Cherokee language course. More
information on Mango Language is available at: www.mangolanguages.com.

Amanda Galvan, Todd Miller and family
are January Family Trivia Night winners
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Elders Update
Bozho Tribal Elders and citizens,
As we come into the next change of season, this time a year ago brought many,
many changes to our lives. 2020 was a year of extreme challenges, hardships,
loss of family and friends to COVID, and our children were home with online
learning. Adjustments and adapting to the restrictions, practicing social
distancing, and wearing masks have been our new normal.

listen and give their input is bringing an increase to the meeting participation.
As the pandemic continues to exist, adjusting to the changes that continue it is
valuable to continue the Elders Council meetings, welcoming participation as we
continue to adapt to the modern history so that future generations recognize
past struggles and understand how to create positive change.

With the changes, we also had many unsung heroes. Chi Migwetth to all or
our employees, and that is meant to include all citizens wherever you live, all
of the Government staff, Casino staff, Chi Ishobak, Mno-Bmadsen and all of
the businesses under
our non-gaming
operations. Elders
Council would like to
thank our Elders Cook,
Michelle Thompson,
and our assistant cook,
Lisa Adair. Lunches
have continued 5 days
a week. Elders can call
ahead for pickup in the
parking lot at Elders
Hall and the staff will
bring the lunches out
to your car. Lunches are also being delivered. Thank you to Maria Solis, Mike
Finney, and Officer Abbigail Shannahan for volunteering to assist with deliveries.

The Elders Council meetings are changing to the 2nd and 4thWednesday
of each month at 10:00 a.m. This will allow citizens an opportunity to not
have to choose if they are going to listen to the Tribal Council or the Elders
Council meetings. The legislative issue will have the meeting dates, and call
in information for the next 3 months. Also as of approved meeting minutes
starting January 2021, the minutes will also be in the legislative issue. The issue
was already full of Council minutes, so they will be provided as permitted. You
will be able to find these on the Elders Facebook page, and on the tribal website.

There have been numerous nice compliments for the 2021 Elders Calendars.
The calendars were a team effort includingLisa Vente from the Communications
Department, and Language and Culture staff. Lisa provided us with the pictures
that the tribe owns and are in the display case. Lisa coordinated with Language
and Culture to provide the Potawatomi language in the calendar. We appreciate
the staff for helping provide such a beautiful calendar. It has been brought
to our attention that 2 art pieces listed incorrect artists names. The cover has
Rhonda Rose listed and that is incorrect. The artist whose work is on the cover
is Courtney Biggs.
For the month
of December the
mittens listed Jennie
Brown as the artist,
and the correct
artist is Rhonda
Rose. We deeply
apologize for the
error. Artists, your
work is beautiful and
has been enjoyed by
almost 700 Elders
since they were sent
in December 2020.

The spring brings a sense of hope and optimism for better days ahead.
Continue to be safe, practice social distancing and wash your hands.
The Elders Council wish you all the best to you and your families, during
these difficult times.
Chi Migwetth,
Judy Winchester
Elders Council Chair

(269) 462-1578
Judy.Winchester@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

pokégnek bodéwadmik department of language & culture

Please join us

for Family Trivia Night on Sunday,
April 25 at 6 p.m.! This virtual event will feature a family
team competition on Nishnabe history, culture and
language as well as fun facts!

The Elders Snow Removal reimbursement program ends April 1, 2021. To be
eligible for reimbursement, you must complete and return the Elders Snow
Removal Reimbursement Application. Additionally, you must include the
invoice(s) or receipt(s) from a third party service provider. Applications along
with the invoice(s)/receipt(s) received after April 15, 2021 will not be processed.

Each household family will need access to
their computer or phone camera and mic to participate.
RSVP and family team name to Rebecca.Williams@
PokagonBand-nsn.gov by April 23 by 5 p.m.

The Elders Lawn care reimbursement has been increased to $200. For this year.
The lawn care application will be in the next newsletter.

The winning family

During these times of extreme change, reaffirming our cultural identity and
honoring our past is paramount to our future. Meeting the needs of our Elders,
adapting to the technology and providing our Elders the opportunities to call and

will receive a care package
for a family movie night including movies to watch
gyankobjegémen
at home, snacks and hot cocoa!
stay connected
pokagon.com

Bkonke gizes
l

PAG E 8

MAKE SE PARATE (BARK) MO ON

Seven Grandfather Teachings
There are many different versions of the origin and namesake of the Seven
Grandfather Teachings. They have been referred to as the Seven Sacred Teachings,
the Seven Grandfathers, the Seven Grandmothers and several other names. Many
say these teachings are rooted in Ojibwe and Cree stories, while others say the
teachings come from differing tribes out West. Within our own community,
some of our Elders say we had four virtues; Honesty, Generosity, Strength of
Heart and Unconditional Love. Other Potawatomi Elders have said there is no
recollection of any of their Elders labeling teachings as The Seven Grandfather
Teachings.
While there are several different variations of the Seven Grandfather Teachings,
one thing is certain, we will benefit if we learn and apply these teachings. The
teachings are virtues that guide us on how to treat each other, how to better our
Tribal community, and how to live good lives.
Wédaséwen (Bravery)
Walking with a strong heart and doing the right thing, in spite of fear. It not only
takes Bravery to win a battle, it also takes bravery to fight through adversity, and
make positive choices. Integrity is a true demonstration of Bravery
Débwéwen (Honesty)
To walk through life with integrity is to know honesty. Be honest with yourself.
Recognize and accept who you are. Accept and use the gifts you have been given.
Do not seek to deceive yourself or others. Be honest about your shortcomings.
View them as opportunities to learn more about who we are, rather than deflect,
project, or abandon honesty, in regards to your own level of knowledge.
Gdemagéndëmowen (Humility)
Humility begins with knowing that all creation is equal. No life is higher than
another, as every living creature has a spirit. Our roles are balanced and one can
not exist without the other. As Bodwéwadmi people, we should set our intentions
on benefiting others, to ensure that balance is maintained.
Dbandëwen (Love)
Love is the unselfish concern for the good of another and it is rooted in
compassion, forgiveness and appreciation. We should love those who are
hurt emotionally, physically, mentally, and spiritually as well as those who are
supportive, and kind. We should aim to love all of creation freely, and without
expectation. We must not forget to love ourselves with the same compassion and
forgiveness that we give others.

Report Your Harvest
The Pokagon Band Department of Natural Resources wants to remind all hunters
that regulations require you to report your harvest, or lack thereof, made on tribal
properties by March 31st of this year. All licenses issued in 2020 expire March
31, 2021. If you received a hunting tag you need to report if you filled it or not.
We have received a handful of the self-addressed postcards back in the office;
however, most hunters have not reported. You can report your harvest in person,
online (https://www.pokagonband-nsn.gov/form/harvest-report), via email
(PokagonDNR@PokagonBand-nsn.gov), phoning in your information, or via the
self-addressed postcard sent issued with your licenses. If you have any additional
questions, please contact the DNR main office at (269) 782-9602.

Gaténdëwen (Respect)
We show respect for the life we have been given by making the best choices for
our community and our families. To listen and acknowledge others, is to be
respectful. We do not have to agree, but we should allow others the space to be
heard. We should not demand respect, it must be earned. To earn respect, we
have to show respect to others, and be mindful of our own behaviors.
Bwakawsëwen (Wisdom)
To cherish knowledge is to know wisdom. To observe creation and all of
life’s happenings, is to gain wisdom. The creator presents us with learning
opportunities, and those opportunities can turn into life lessons. With every
lesson we hold onto, we gain more wisdom. Many of our elders hold the wisdom
of our community and can be very help us to move forward in a good way.
Mishkozwen (Strength)
Often times life presents us with opportunities to learn. Many of these lessons
are not easy. They can come from hardships, personal experiences, teachings,
and ceremonies. Many take sacrifice, humility, commitment, dedication, and
sometimes pain. We can use these grandfather teaching to guide us. Once we
begin to learn, and attain Mishkozwen, we can better serve our families, our
community, and ourselves.

Veteran Voice
Bozho Jiyak from the Pokegnek Bodewadmik Ogitchedaw! There’s excitement
in the air as new life springs up all around us. The changing season brings us
another opportunity to call our loved ones, share stories with friends, and do
what we can to help others. Your Pokagon Band Veterans are also committed
to staying connected with our community. We welcome any input on how we
can help you, our youth, other Native Americans, or our community.
Although the current social guidelines limit us from several of our normal
activities, we are still staying involved while abiding by the PHS and CDC
guidelines. Some of our recent activities include: presenting a color guard at
the Annual Meeting (which is always an honor); providing care baskets for
the sick and/or quarantined; facilitating virtual lacrosse lessons for our youth;
and providing emergency assistance to our members. We look forward to
resuming a greater contribution to our Pokagon Band community as we
progress through 2021.
This year the Veterans Golf Outing will be postponed a couple months to
mitigate any pandemic issues. Our annual golf outing allows us to raise funds
for our Veterans going through substantial life events. This event gives us an
opportunity to offer services such as: Emergency Assistance, which pays up to
$1,500 per year to individuals experiencing a catastrophic event(s); the Bring
a Hero home program which allows active duty service members an opportunity
to return home for special events; and the Ogitchedaw Scholarship which
awards up to $3,000 per year to qualified applicants. We encourage you to stay
informed through the www.pokagonband-nsn.gov website and this newsletter
for the most current information regarding the new date of our golf outing.
The Ogitchedaw continue to work on new and innovative ways to engage
with the community while fulfilling our role as the warriors and protectors of
the Pokagon community past, present, and future. We strive to inspire future
generations and ask any veteran willing to share a snippet of their journey to
contact the Ogitchedaw so we may get your story in this monthly article. If
you have any questions regarding our programs, would like to be a part of the
Ogitchedaw, or would like to share your story please contact the Ogitchedaw
board at: veterans.chairman@pokagonband-nsn.gov. Ahaw, iw.
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Mno-Bmadsen Acquires Walerko Tool and Engineering
“We target technology rich companies with manufacturing prowess and
leverage our business acumen to provide our customers the best value,” says
Dave Razzano, chief executive officer of Mno-DREK. “This acquisition puts
us in position to synergize our holdings and to provide improved value in
the marketplace.”

The following information was taken from a Mno-Bmadsen press release.
On March 9, Mno-Bmadsen, the non-gaming
investment arm of the Pokagon Band announced
that it acquired Walerko Tool and Engineering
Corp. through its manufacturing investment
vehicle Mno-DREK.
Commenting on the transaction, Julio Martinez, CEO of Mno-Bmadsen said,
“The addition of Walerko Tool and Engineering to our manufacturing portfolio
greatly expands capacity and creates important synergies with our existing
companies that will drive performance, increase margins and fuel future growth.
With this acquisition, we continue to deliver on our core investment plan as
well as deepening our partnership with Mno-DREK.”
Walerko offers a wide range of services to its customers, including CNC
machining of castings, weldments, piece parts, prototype parts, fixtures, and
gages. The company is registered with ISO9001 and AS9100. Walerko serves
a variety of important sectors, including aerospace, military, and nuclear. Blue
chip clients include Caterpillar, General Electric, Honeywell, and others.
Eric Karaman, President and Chief Operating Officer of Mno-DREK added,
“With the acquisition of Walerko, we have expanded our base of companies
dedicated to precision machining services of highly complex parts and
components. We look forward to seamlessly integrating the business into
our family of companies and capitalizing on the core competencies established
by their dedicated team manufacturing specialists.”

Walerko Tool & Engineering was established in 1952 as an experimental
parts company out of a garage. Since then, the family business has grown to
currently employ 24 people who are operating out of a 62,000 square-foot
facility in Elkhart, Indiana.
The acquisition of Walerko Tool & Engineering represents the latest step in an
active early start to the new year for Mno-Bmadsen. In addition to Walerko,
Mno-Bmadsen announced the formation of Bodwé Professional Services, the
rebranding of the family of professional services companies. The rebranding of
Bodwe also included the creation of a new firm, The Steelhead Engineering Co.,
and the formation of Blue Star Integrative Studio LLC, an Indigenous American
planning and architecture firm in Tulsa, Oklahoma. Bodwé is comprised of
Seven Generations Architecture + Engineering and WBK Engineering, existing
portfolio companies of Mno- Bmadsen. The firms work independently and
collaboratively to support public and private clients nationwide across sectors,
including tribal, municipal, federal, healthcare, and community.
Looking further into 2021, Mno-Bmadsen expects to have multiple
announcements concerning investments in real estate, as it also actively seeks
to expand its construction portfolio and continue to organically grow its entire
family of companies.

Walerko is known for providing customers with customized products that suit
their unique designs. The company’s high precision capabilities fit perfectly into
customers’ product assemblies, resulting in long-term relationships. Walerko’s
capabilities include 5-axis machining technology, large milling and turning,
and CMM/quality, all of which complement Mno-DREK’s expertise.
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Kêk – Kettle
Gëmsagën – Axe
Othedemo – Squirrel
Datbëgon – Leaves
Zisbakwtabo – Sap
Datbëk – Leaf
Mnokmé – Spring
Gizes-Sun
Mtëk – Tree
Mtëgok – Trees
Washkbëk – Candy
Pnéshiyêk – Birds
Mézwéyasen – Maple cakes
Ktthėwthëgé – The tree is
running a lot
Abwamget – It is warm weather
Ne’kokwan – Stirring Paddle
Zisbakwtokan – Sugar camp/
go to the sugar camp
Wthëgé – It is leaking /running
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What’s that Invasive Species?
Chinese Mitten Crab (Eriocheir sinensis)
The Chinese Mitten
Crab (Eriocheir sinensis)
has not been detected
in Michigan, however,
it has been detected in
the Detroit River in
Canada, which is the
closest detection to the
state. In addition, the
Chinese mitten crab
has been found in Lake Superior in Canadian waters, Lake Erie in Canadian
waters and waters adjacent to Ohio, as well as in Delaware, Maryland, New
Jersey, New York, Louisiana, Connecticut, Alaska, California, Washington,
and Oregon. Luckily, the only current established population exists in San
Francisco Bay, California. This crab’s native range is the Pacific coast of China
and Korea. Chinese mitten crabs have very large appetites and will eat everything
from detritus to macroinvertebrates and even salmon or sturgeon eggs. Given
its appetite, this crab can alter food webs and outcompete native mussels and
crayfish for resources. Chinese mitten crab also like to burrow into stream banks
compromising the bank and causing increased erosion. The Chinese mitten crab
is brownish-orange to greenish-brown and has abundant hair on its claws. If
you believe you have identified a Chinese mitten crab, please remove it from the
area, take as many pictures as possible, contact the Pokagon Band Department of
Natural Resources, and report where the crab was located.

April Harvest Month: Beans
Did you know that beans are actually
edible seeds! Seeds are found inside
of fruits (think oftiny apple seeds and
peach pits) - which makes bean pods
a fruit! Depending on thevariety of
bean, each pod can contain anywhere
between one to twelve seeds.
Dry beans are an inexpensive source of
protein and fiber. They are also a good
source of iron, magnesium, and zinc.
Dry beans are also low in fat, calories
and sodium, especially compared to theircanned counterparts.
Beans come in all sorts of shapes, sizes and colors. Try speckled cranberry beans,
brilliant pink and purple Scarlet Runner beans, or whatever variety you can find!
Michigan is the second largest dry bean producer in the U.S., with 1,200 bean
farms statewide. Pick Michigan beans as a healthy, local addition to your winter
chili, salad or burritos.
When purchasing beans, keep in mind 1 pound of dry beans equals 2 cups
which will expand to 6 cups cooked. For recipes that asks for a can of beans
(typically 15 ounces), use ½ cup of dry beans which equals just over 1 and ½
cups cooked.
Cooking with Dry Beans
Prep time: Overnight soaking

What’s that Edible/Medicinal Species?
Lobster Mushroom (Hypomyces lactifluorum)

Cook time: ~1 hour

The Lobster Mushroom (Hypomyces
lactifluorum), contrary to its name,
is not a mushroom, but instead is a
parasitic fungus that grows on certain
species of mushrooms. When this
fungus parasitizes a mushroom the
mushroom changes to an orange
reddish color resembling the color of
a cooked lobster. The fungus causes
distortion and bumps to be produced
on the mushroom that they infect,
usually Russula and Lactarius mushrooms. With the infection, these mushrooms
have an enhanced flavor, which has been likened to shellfish. Mushrooms that
are hosts for Hypomyces grow in the summer, usually July and August. These
mushrooms typically grow in mixed hardwood forests as well as in oak forests.
When picking these mushrooms, they should be firm and heavy, if the color
has turned to a more purplish color and has a strong fishy odor, the mushroom
is past its prime. Do not eat old lobster mushrooms or old cooked lobster
mushrooms, as they can make you sick. Make sure to clean the mushrooms well
following picking and cook or dry them relatively quickly. A good way to try
these mushrooms is to caramelize them with some oil and garlic and use them
as a topping. Lobster mushrooms have vitamins A, B-complex, and C, all which
help support a healthy immune system. Additionally, these mushrooms can be
crushed and used for dying wool, paper, or some other fabrics a pink to reddish
color. As with any new edible or medicinal, please ensure that you have a positive
identification before use and utilize in small quantities at first to make sure there
are no allergic or adverse reactions.

Serves four as a side dish.

Estimated Cost: <$1
Ingredients:
1 pound dry beans (about 2 cups)
Directions:
It’s important to soak dry beans. Soaking reduces cooking time and aids in the
digestion of the heavydose of fiber beans provide. Dry beans will double or triple
in size after soaking and cooking, so it’salso important to choose a large enough
pot when soaking beans. Start by rinsing the dry beans under cool running
water in a colander. Move the beans around with your hand to clear any dust
or debris that may be found with the beans. Place beans in a large pot and pour
enough cold water over beans to cover them by at least 2 inches, or three times
the amount of water as beans (2 cups beans = 6 cups water for soaking). Soak
the beans for 8 hours or overnight. Drain beans and discard the water used for
the soak. Rinse the beans and place them in large pot and cover with water.
Simmer on medium heat until soft, about an hour (or more depending on the
type of bean).
Cooking Times for Different Types of Beans
Black beans: 1 1/2 hours
Chickpeas: 2 1/2 hours
Lentils: 30 to 40 minutes
Pinto beans: 2 hours
Red beans: 2 1/4 hours
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COVID-19 Programs Extended for 2021
2021 COVID-19 Walmart Grocery Card Program
The Pokagon Band Tribal Council has approved the 2021 grocery card
program (“Program”) to assist Tribal Households with necessary and reasonable
increased expenses (“Increased Need”) caused by the COVID-19 emergency
(“Emergency”). The Program will be provided for March, April, and May
2021, as funds allow. The application for Assistance (“Application”) provided
by the Band must be completed and submitted for each month of eligibility.
The deadline to submit a completed Application is the last day of the month
of Assistance at 5 p.m. If you would like to receive a paper copy of the
Application or if you are an Elder that would like assistance, please call
Social Services at (269) 782-4300. Completed Applications must be delivered
to the Pokagon Band Department of Social Services:

• By Mail, P.O. Pox 180, 58620 Sink Road, Dowagiac, MI 49047; or
• By Email, Social.Services@PokagonBand-nsn.gov; or
• By Fax, (269) 782-4295
2021 Student Laptop Program
On March 15, 2021, Tribal Council approved the use of the Coronavirus
Relief Fund, ("CRF") for the COVID-19 Student Laptop Program, ("Laptop
Program") to help students stay connected as a result of COVID-19. Through
the Laptop Program, the Tribal Council authorized the use of the CRF to
purchase or reimburse the cost of a laptop to support remote learning for
Pokagon Band Citizens who are enrolled in grades K-12, ("Eligible Students").
To request a Device for an Eligible Student, you must complete and submit
the application form by June 14, 2021. Please visit the Citizens section of the
Pokagon website for application details. Elders can call (269) 782-4300
for assistance.
2021 Other Citizen Laptop Program
On March 15, 2021, Tribal Council approved the use of the Coronavirus
Relief Fund, ("CRF") for the COVID-19 Other Citizen Laptop Program,
("Other Laptop Program") to help Citizens stay connected as a result of
COVID-19. Through the COVID-19 Other Citizen Laptop Program, the
Tribal Council authorized the use of the CRF to purchase or reimburse the
cost of a laptop to support distance learning among pre-school children and
post-secondary students; participating in Tribal government activities such as
Tribal Council meetings; maintaining communication between Citizens and
the Tribal government for cultural events, training, receipt of COVID-19 public
health information, and other purposes; and facilitating telehealth for Tribal
Elders and others. To request a laptop for an eligible household, you must
complete and submit the application form by June 14, 2021. Please visit the
Citizen section of the Pokagon website for application details. Elders can call
(269) 782-4300 for assistance.
2021 Laptop Reimbursement Program
On March 15, 2021, Tribal Council approved the use of the Coronavirus
Relief Fund, ("CRF") for the COVID-19 Other Citizen Laptop Program,
("Other Laptop Program") to help Citizens stay connected as a result of
COVID-19. Through the COVID-19 Other Citizen Laptop Program, the
Tribal Council authorized the use of the CRF to purchase or reimburse the
cost of a laptop to support distance learning among pre-school children and
post-secondary students; participating in Tribal government activities such as
Tribal Council meetings; maintaining communication between Citizens and
the Tribal government for cultural events, training, receipt of COVID-19 public
health information, and other purposes; and facilitating telehealth for Tribal
Elders and others. Reimbursement details can be found in the Citizen section
of the Pokagon website. Elders can call (269) 782-4300 for assistance.

2021 COVID-19 Video Doorbell Program
On March 15, 2021, Tribal Council approved the use of the Coronavirus
Relief Fund, ("CRF") for the COVID-19 Video Doorbell Program, ("Program")
which provides reimbursement for video doorbells ("Assistance") to Pokagon
Band of Potawatomi Indian ("Band") Citizens whose households include at least
one person who is potentially at increased risk of severe illness from COVID-19
according to the Centers for Disease Control ("CDC"). Please visit the Citizen
section of the Pokagon website for details. Elders can call (269) 782-4300
for assistance.

Mno-yathmowas - Fun facts
Did you know, that long ago ziwagmëdé (syrup) flowed
from Maple Trees? Our oral stories tell us of a time when
we took for granted the ziwagmëdé that flowed straight
from the Maple trees. We got lazy in our Spring work and
became careless. So, Nanabozho made sure to correct our
decision making. He poured bish (water) into the top
branches to dilute the sap. Now, we gather the sap and
cook it down into it's thick ziwagmëdé form. The sap is a
reminder to us all, to be humbled by the hard work that
brings us bountiful gifts which, in return for our efforts,
nourishes our minds, bodies and hearts.

pokégnek bodéwadmik department of language & culture

Tribal Youth Vibe Meet Up
Tribal Youth ONLY ages 10+

Please RSVP by April 17 at 5 p.m.

to Rebecca.Williams@PokagonBand-nsn.gov
Breakout sessions by ages to:

• Learn about your culture and teachings
• Meet other tribal youth
• Discuss topics important to you

Breakout sessions will be facilitated by Tribal adults/
non-parents, and by age group.

gyankobjegémen

stay connected

pokagon.com
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Potawatomi Economic Gathering (PEG) Webinar Series Concludes in April with Louie Gong
The Potawatomi Economic Gathering (PEG) Webinar Series will conclude in
April with a keynote presentation entitled “Design Yourself ” by artist, educator,
and entrepreneur, Louie Gong (Nooksack). Louie has received international
recognition for a body of work that - like his mixed heritage (Nooksack/Chinese/
French/Scottish) - defies categorization. Rather than following the typical path
of artists working with fine art galleries, Louie has pursued product development
as a means of making his art both sustainable and accessible. Founder of Eighth
Generation and the Inspired Natives Project, Louie’s art can be found on shoes,
phone cases, home décor, wool blankets and more!
The Inspired Natives Project aims to help highly skilled and motivated artists shift
from handmade or gallery-based model of selling art to an arts entrepreneurship
model where artists participate in product development and distribute to markets
around the globe. The project was created in response to the plethora of nonnative commercial entities selling “Native inspired” products. One example of
a successful Inspired Natives Project are the popular Eighth Generation wool
blankets. Eighth Generation became the first Native-owned company to offer
beautiful wool blankets in 2015. Any Pokagon Citizen who has been gifted a
“Tree of Life” wool blanket from the Pokagon Band Department of Education for
attaining a degree in higher education or a red “Renewal” wool blanket from the
Mno-Bmadsen Good Path Awards has an Eighth Generation blanket!
As it happens, Gong has a connection to the Potawatomi. Before traveling the
path of an artist entrepreneur, Gong was an educator working on behalf of low
income, first generation college students with the University of Washington.
In that role, he was often invited to travel to different schools and speak with

2021 College Horizons Summer Workshop
Is Taking Applications For New Students!
The 2021 College Horizons (remote) summer workshop is an annual
pre-college program for American Indian, Alaska Native, and Native
Hawaiian high school sophomores and juniors that would like to learn
more about the college application process. By participating, students
can learn about a variety of colleges and universities from 50+ partner
institutions and establish personal relationships with college admission
representatives as well as college counselors.
In order to be eligible, students should be a current sophomore or
junior in high school and have a minimum cumulative GPA of 3.0.
The tentative dates for the program are July 9 – 16. The daily program
schedule will likely be 8:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. (small group meetings),
2 – 4 p.m. (all group webinar or individual meetings with list maker,
essay specialist, advisor), and 7 – 9 p.m. (small group study hall
and office hours).
The application deadline is April 9 at 11:59 p.m. MDT. If you have
questions about the workshop or the application process, please send
an email to apply@collegehorizons.org.
Please use the following link to see the online application form:
www.tfaforms.com/4890811.

young Native students on the topic of ethnic and cultural identity. One of
the individuals inviting Gong to speak with students was a Pokagon Citizen
who was living and working in the area at that time, Sam Morseau. In a recent
phone conversation, Gong mentioned the connection. “I’m excited to share my
entrepreneurial journey from making one-off custom shoes and doing workshops
with Sam Morseau in the Kent School District, to building one of the fastest
growing Native-owned businesses in the United States.”
Gong, a popular keynote speaker for many years, took a break from public
speaking in 2018 to again focus on his art. Now the PEG keynote address will
mark Gong’s return to the speaking circuit. On how he identified PEG as an
event he was interested in participating with, Gong says “I want to talk about
how art, cultural values and entrepreneurship can all come together in a good way
— so the series theme “Celebrating Native Art and Promoting Entrepreneurship”
is the perfect platform.” PEG is a successful collaboration between multiple
Potawatomi communities in providing free trainings to tribal small business
owners. The monthly webinar series, which began in August of 2020, has
covered topics such as business planning, marketing, and introduction to business
financials. Over 140 tribal citizens have participated in the trainings.
The “Design Yourself ” webinar with Louie Gong is open to anyone and will be
held on Thursday, April 29, 2021 at 4 PM EST on Zoom. For more information
on Louie Gong and Eighth Generation, visit eighthgeneration.com. To register
for the free webinar featuring Gong, visit PotawatomiEconomicGathering.com/
webinar-series.

CELEBRATING NATIVE ART AND
PROMOTING ENTREPRENEURSHIP

POTAWATOMI
ECONOMIC
GATHERING
Webinar
Series
April 29, 2021
4:00 PM EST
Louie Gong: Design Yourself
Louie Gong (Nooksack) is the founder
of Eighth Generation and the Inspired
Natives Project. An immensely
successful artist entrepreneur, Gong
will provide a keynote presentation
tailored towards artists, entrepreneurs,
and new small business owners.

To register, visit
www.potawatomieconomicgathering.com/webinar-series
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Tomato Salad

13
Salisbury Steak
French Style Green Beans
Tomato Salad

Yogurt

12

Bean Soup

Chicken Salad Sandwich

Apple Sauce

Avocados

28

Smokey Applewood Salmon
Asparagus
Broccoli Salad
Fruit Cocktail

27
Stuffed Green Peppers
Mixed Vegetables
Cottage Cheese
Pears

Stuffed Pepper Soup

Turkey Sandwich

Peaches

Yogurt

26

Vegetable Soup

Cottage Cheese

Pears

Yogurt

Fruit Cocktail

Salad

Pears

Nutrigrain Bar

Cereal

Breakfast Wrap

29

Pears

Salad

Tortilla Chips

Salad

Cottage Cheese

Baked Chips

Buffalo Burger

30

Apple Sauce

Salad

Cottage Cheese

Mini Pizzas

23

22
Black Bean Quinoa Bowl

Fruit Cocktail

Salad

Mixed Vegetables

Artisan Mac N’ Cheese

16

Taco Day

9

Closed
in Observance of Good Friday

2

FRIDAY

Broccoli Salad

Cottage Cheese

Baked Chips

BBQ Pulled Pork

15

Salad

Green Beans

Beef & Noodles

8

Fruit Cocktail

Tortilla Chips

Spinach Artichoke Dip

1

THURSDAY

E l d ers l unc h men u

Breadstick

Chicken Cavatappi

Cottage Cheese

Baked Chips

Chicken Patty Sandwich

20
21

Brussels Sprouts

Rice Pilaf

Tortilla Crusted Tilapia

Cottage Cheese

19

Yogurt

Broccoli Salad

Cottage Cheese

Fruit Cocktail

Baked Chips

Asparagus

Egg Salad Sandwich

Turkey Wrap

7

Please call the day before if
you would like to pick up a meal
(269) 782-0765. Meals are
subject to change. Please stay
in your vehicle and we will bring
your food out to you.

WEDNESDAY

Italian Rustic Cod

6

TUESDAY

Broccoli Cheddar Soup

5

april

MONDAY

APRIL 2021
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Tribal Council April Calendar of Events

Stay connected. Check Pokagon.com for the lastest information.
1 Tribal Council Special Session, TBA, 10 a.m.
2 Pokagon Government Offices Closed in
Observance of Good Friday
5 Tribal Council Special Session, TBA, 10 a.m.
6 Gaming Authority, TBA, 10 a.m.
8 Tribal Council Special Session, TBA, 10 a.m.
10 Tribal Citizen Saturday Meeting, Microsoft, 10 a.m.
12 Tribal Council Special Session, TBA, 10 a.m.
13 Gaming Authority, TBA, 10 a.m.
19 Tribal Council Special Session, TBA, 10 a.m
20 Gaming Authority, TBA, 10 a.m.
22 Tribal Council Special Session, TBA, 10 a.m.
26 Tribal Council Special Session, TBA, 10 a.m.
27 Gaming Authority, TBA, 10 a.m.
29 Tribal Council Special Session, TBA, 10 a.m.
Please check the website, www.PokagonBand-nsn.gov,
or call (888) 782 -2426 before attending to confirm that
a meeting has not been cancelled.

Tribal Council May Calendar of Events

Stay connected. Check Pokagon.com for the lastest information.
3 Tribal Council Special Session, TBA, 10 a.m.
4 Gaming Authority, TBA, 10 a.m.
6 Tribal Council Special Session, TBA, 10 a.m.
8 Tribal Citizen Saturday Meeting, Microsoft, 10 a.m.
10 Tribal Council Special Session, TBA, 10 a.m.
11 Gaming Authority, TBA, 10 a.m.
17 Tribal Council Special Session, TBA, 10 a.m.
18 Gaming Authority, TBA, 10 a.m.
20 Tribal Council Special Session, TBA, 10 a.m.
24 Tribal Council Special Session, TBA, 10 a.m.
25 Gaming Authority, TBA, 10 a.m.
27 Tribal Council Special Session, TBA, 10 a.m.
31 Pokagon Government Offices Closed
in Observance of Good Friday Memorial Day

Per Capita Important Dates
DEADLINE TO RECEIVE
CHANGES/UPDATES/
ADDITIONS

CHECKS MAILED OUT ON

CHECK DATE
DIRECT DEPOSITS
IN ACCOUNTS

Thursday, April 15

Thursday, April 29

Friday, April 30

Friday, May 14

Thursday, May 27

Friday, May 28

Tuesday, June 15

Tuesday, June 29

Wednesday, June 30

Thursday, July 15

Thursday, July 29

Friday, July 30

Friday, August 13

Monday, August 30

Tuesday, August 31

Wednesday, September 15

Wednesday, September 29

Thursday, September 30

Friday, October 15

Thursday, October 28

Friday, October 29

Monday, November 15

Tuesday, November 23

Wednesday, November 24

Wednesday, December 15

Wednesday, December 29

Thursday, December 30

* Please note the November deadline for changes is November 8. This is due
to time limitations on all the events that occur at this time of the year.

Per Capita News
The Enrollment Office needs the following individuals to update their addresses.
If there is an X in the column(s) by your name, you have either a Christmas
check and/or per capita payments due to you. Please contact the Enrollment
Office at (269) 782-1763 or the Finance Department at (269) 462-4209.
NAME

CHRISTMAS 2019

MONTHLY PER CAP

Bobby M. Haynes

X

Angeline Case

X

Scott A. Brewer Jr

X

Raven Mirabella

X

You can update your address on the PokagonBand-nsn.gov website under Citizens >
Enrollment or phone (269) 782 -1763 for an address form by mail.

Please check the website, www.PokagonBand-nsn.gov,
or call (888) 782 -2426 before attending to confirm that
a meeting has not been cancelled.

Elders Council Calendar of Events

Stay connected. Check Pokagon.com for the lastest information.
Elders Council April Calendar of Events
14 Meeting, Call (586) 250-2691, ID Number 237 630 620#, 10 a.m.
28 Meeting, Call (586) 250-2691, ID Number 433 537 172#, 10 a.m.
Elders Council May Calendar of Events
12 Meeting, Call (586) 250-2691, ID Number 684 223 166#, 10 a.m.
26 Meeting, Call (586) 250-2691, ID Number 238 041 581#, 10 a.m.
Elders Council June Calendar of Events
9
Meeting, Call (586) 250-2691, ID Number 214 826 622#, 10 a.m.
23 Meeting, Call (586) 250-2691, ID Number 908 302 342#, 10 a.m.
Please check the website, www.PokagonBand-nsn.gov, or call (888) 782 -2426
before attending to confirm that a meeting has not been cancelled.

Appointments Required
Due to COVID-19, Pokagon Government
team members are working off site until
March 31. Please schedule an appointment
before your visit and a team member will
be on site to assist you. We apologize for
any inconvenience this may cause and will
continue to keep you posted going forward.

Pokegnek Yajdanawa
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Tribal Council Directory
(888) 376-9988 toll free or (269) 782-6323 office
CHAIRMAN

MEMBER AT LARGE

MEMBER AT LARGE

Matthew Wesaw
(269) 462-5379
Matthew.Wesaw@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

Alex Wesaw
(269) 462-1170
Alex.Wesaw@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

Mark Parrish
(269) 479-6283
Mark.Parrish@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

VICE CHAIR

Andrew Bennett
(269) 479-6224
Andrew.Bennett@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

MEMBER AT LARGE

MEMBER AT LARGE

Brandon Rapp
(269) 519-0334
Brandon.Rapp@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

Steve Winchester
(269) 591-0119
Steve.Winchester@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

TREASURER

MEMBER AT LARGE

ELDERS REPRESENTATIVE

Gary Morseau
(269) 259-1554
Gary.Morseau@PokagonGand-nsn.gov

Colin Wesaw
(269) 259-1555
Colin.Wesaw@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

John Morseau
(269) 519-0954
John.Morseau@PokagonBand-nsn.gov
SECRETARY

Kelly Curran
(269) 591- 0604
Kelly.Curran@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

MEMBER AT LARGE

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

Anita Morales
(269) 479-6285
Anita.Morales@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

Melissa Rodriguez
(269) 462-4203 desk
(269) 591-9521 cell
Melissa.Rodriguez@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

Elders Council Directory
Elders Hall (800) 859-2717 toll free or (269) 782-0765 office
CHAIR

SECRETARY

MEMBER AT LARGE

Judy Winchester
(269) 462-1578
Judy.Winchester@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

Judy Augusta
(269) 783-6304
Judy.Augusta@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

Cathy Ford
(269) 783-9380
Cathy.Ford@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

VICE CHAIR

TREASURER

Julie Dye
(269) 462-1004
Julie.Dye@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

Vacant

Directory of Services
ADMINISTRATION

ELECTIONS

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

SOUTH BEND AREA OFFICE

58620 Sink Road
Dowagiac, Michigan 49047
(269) 782-8998 office
(888) 281-1111 toll free

58620 Sink Road
(269) 782-9475 office
(888) 782-9475 toll free

58620 Sink Road
(269) 782-8998 office
(800) 517-0777 toll free
(269) 782-6882 fax

COMMODITIES

58620 Sink Road
(269) 782-1763 office
(269) 782-1964 fax

3733 Locust Street
South Bend, Indiana 46614
(574) 282-2638 office
(800) 737-9223 toll free
(574) 282-2974 fax

(269) 782-3372 office
(888) 281-1111 toll free
(269) 782-7814 fax
COMMUNICATIONS

58620 Sink Road
(269) 782-8998

ENROLLMENT

FACILITIES

57824 East Pokagon Trail
(269) 783-0443 office
(269) 783-0452 fax

COMPLIANCE

FINANCE

58620 Sink Road
(269) 782-8998

58620 Sink Road
(269) 782-8998 office
(800) 517-0777 toll free
(269) 782-1028 fax

CHI ISHOBAK

27043 Potawatomi Trail
(269) 783-4157
EDUCATION

58620 Sink Road
(269) 782-0887 office
(888) 330-1234 toll free
(269) 782-0985 fax
ELDERS PROGRAM

53237 Townhall Road
(269) 782-0765 office
(800) 859-2717 toll free
(269) 782-1696 fax

HOUSING & COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT

57824 East Pokagon Trail
(269) 783-0443 office
(269) 783-0452 fax
HUMAN RESOURCES

58620 Sink Road
(269) 782-8998 office
(269) 782-4253 fax

LANGUAGE & CULTURE

59291 Indian Lake Road
(269) 462-4325
MNO -BMADSEN

415 East Prairie Ronde Street
(269) 783-4111
NATURAL RESOURCES

32142 Edwards Street
(269) 782-9602 office
(269) 782-1817 fax

TRIBAL COUNCIL

58620 Sink Road
(269) 782-6323 office
(888) 376-9988 toll free
(269) 782-9625 fax
TRIBAL COURT

58620 Sink Road
(269) 783-0505 office
(269) 783-0519 fax
TRIBAL POLICE

58620 Sink Road
(269) 782-4141 office
(888) 440-1234 toll free

58620 Sink Road
(269) 782-2232 office
(866) 399-0161 toll free
(269) 782-7988 fax

SOCIAL SERVICES

ZAGBËGON

POKAGON HEALTH SERVICES

58620 Sink Road
(269) 782-8998 office
(800) 517-0777 toll free
(269) 782-4295 fax

58620 Sink Road
(269) 783-2469 office
(269) 782-8680 fax

Citizen announcements
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pokégnek bodéwadmik department of language & culture
Bozho

Bozho

Bozho
Bozho

Caring
Conversations
A group for adults caring for Tribal Youth,
on Wednesday, April 21 at 8:00 p.m.

Bozho

The conversations will include:
Meet other grown ups raising tribal youth
Learn about our culture and teachings
Discuss topics important to you

Bozho

Bozho

Bozho
Kyle Malott daughter Nanaquiba being his
Co-Worker for the day working from home.

Please RSVP

Bozho

by April 20 at 5 p.m. to Rebecca.
Williams@PokagonBand-nsn.gov
gyankobjegémen

stay connected

pokagon.com

pokégnek bodéwadmik language & culture
department of education

This

Virtual Art Workshop

t
al ar

virtu

with Pokagon Artist
Jason Wesaw for Tribal
Teens and Young Adults

work

Friday, April 23 at 6:00 p.m.

shop
bal T

r Tri
and

oa

is the online application deadline.

ge

stay connected

pokagon.com

23

gyankobjegémen

24

ril
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Due to COVID-19 you have the option to have your kit mailed to
you. You also have the option to pick them up at the Department
of Education between:
• June 14–18, Monday–Friday between 8 a.m. –1 p.m.
• June 21–25, Monday–Friday between 1 p.m. –5 p.m.

eens

pt

ts u

April 30

dul
gA

Register Search “Discovery Kit 2021” on PokagonBand-nsn.gov

un
Yo

to reserve a Discovery Kit, available for all Pokagon youth, birth–17 years
old (by May 2021), who have a 2020–2021 Educational Records Release
on file. Discovery Kits are an age-appropriate assortment of games,
activities, and toys that keep youth engaged during summer months. Kits
are educational, focusing on STEAM (science, technology, engineering,
art, and mathematics) subjects.

is fo

Discover something new!
Don’t miss your chance

People of any age can successfully
complete their own work of art.
We will learn about and recognize
the connection between the patterns
and motifs common in our traditional
anishnabe work, and use these
techniques to create our own
‘vocabulary’ of symbols in our work.
Pokagon participants should RSVP
by April 15 at noon to receive art
supplies with Rebecca.Williams@
PokagonBand-nsn.gov
Tribal participants who are able to
use their own supplies may RSVP for
the event until April 22 or until the
class is full. Please email Rebecca
gyankobjegémen
for a list of supplies.
stay connected
pokagon.com

