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Pokagon Band Opens Mshkiki Community Clinic
We are pleased to announce the opening of the new Mshkiki Community Clinic,
a division of Pokagon Health Services (PHS). Mshkiki is the Potawatomi word for
medicine and the clinic will serve the primary medical and dental care needs of
Medicaid eligible and low income residents living in Benton Harbor and Benton
Township. The clinic is located at 1986 Mall Place at Orchard’s Park Shopping Center
in Benton Harbor and will operate from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday.
Attendees who were on hand for the Ribbon Cutting Ceremony on Monday April
26 included Pokagon Elder, Clarence White who offered a prayer, Jason S. Wesaw
performed a welcome song, members of Tribal Council, PHS and Mshkiki Clinic
staff, and members of the media.

Photo Caption for the Ribbon Cutting Ceremony from left to right:
Janel Groth, Barbara Ann Warren, Jeff Ballew, Mark Parrish,
Priscilla Gatties, Chairman Wesaw, Clarence White,
Jeanette Winters, Carla Getz, Latrice Brooks, Valerie Turner

Primary medical care services offered at the Mshkiki Community Clinic include acute
care, chronic disease management, immunizations, minor procedures, routine exams
and well-child visits. The clinic’s respiratory services include respiratory care for potential
COVID-19 or other respiratory infections, COVID-19 testing, and COVID-19
vaccinations. Dental care services include cleanings, routine exams, filings, extractions,
root canals, x-rays, bridges, crowns, dentures and partials.
Please turn to page 10
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Chairman’s Corner
Bozho,
Thank you for taking the time to
read the May edition of Pokégnek
Yajdanawa. Some warm days in
April reminded us that Summer
is just around the corner, but it
wouldn’t be Spring in the Midwest
without some big temperature
swings and a little snow.
Regardless, April was and May will be great months as we made major
progress on several important initiatives. By the time you read this newsletter
even more progress will be made, and I am excited to provide you with the
following updates.
I’m am very pleased to confirm that both the Indiana Senate and Indiana House
of Representatives have passed Indiana House Bill No. 1055 (HB1055), our
Class III Gaming Compact with the State of Indiana. Both passed easily with
votes of 49-1 and 75-4 respectively. House and Senate leadership have signed
off on HB1055 and the bill is on its way to the Governor for final signature.
Hopefully by the time you read this, Governor Holcomb will have already signed
the bill into law, and the Class III Gaming Compact will have been sent to the
U.S. Department of the Interior for final action. I’d like to thank everyone who
had a role in helping us reach this very important milestone. A tremendous
amount of work went into this process which has taken about three years.
I look forward to providing another update on what the Class III Gaming
Compact will mean for our casino operations in Indiana.
I am also very pleased to report that House Bill 1441 (HB 1441), Full Faith and
Credit of the Pokagon Tribal Court was passed by both the Indiana Senate and
Indiana House of Representatives and is awaiting one signature before heading
to Governor Holcomb’s desk for signature. I hope the bill will have already been
signed by the time you read this. I look forward to providing another update on
this very important accomplishment.
There has been numerous meetings and conversation about when Zagbëgon will
reopen. The building repairs have finally been completed and staff is preparing
for the next steps including equipment, supplies, and youngsters. I am happy to
help the Curriculum Committee get out the notice that the application process
is beginning to reserve a spot; see the following:
The Pokagon Band Curriculum Committee is pleased to announce that
we'replanning for the successful reopening of Zagbëgon: An Early Learning
&Development Academy. The committee is working in collaboration with
the Tribal Government. The initial application process will open on Friday,
April 23, 2021 and will close on May 31, 2021. We will be working under
limitations on the number of students that we can service this year. We are
hopeful that we will be able to offer this unique educational opportunity
to as many students as we can, while keeping everyone safe. Families will
be contacted by June 15, 2021 to advise them as to whether their child
has been accepted into the program or placed on the waiting list. There
will be a meeting on May 11, 2021 at 5:30 p.m. for any citizens or families
that are interested in the program and have additional questions. Please
visit the Department of Education page on the website to apply. The
application will be located under the Zagbëgon: An Early Learning &
Development Academy link.
This is a very positive move and I am confident it will relieve much of the
frustration that staff and parents have been experiencing. Thanks to all for the
commitment to move this forward.

While COVID-19 numbers continue to fluctuate, precautions are still the name
of the game. Similar to last month there continues to be a large number of citizen
inquiries regarding the reopening of the campground, lakes, community center,
Gage Street, and other summer activities. I know we are all anxious to get back
to normal, but we still need to make sure we are exercising every precaution
to keep our community safe. On Thursday, April 22 Tribal Council approved
Resolution No. 21-04-22-01 which clarifies the areas that have restricted access
for the time being. The resolution is set to expire at 11:59 p.m. on June 15.
Please be sure to read the article in this edition of the newsletter which includes
details from the resolution.
We also received some more great news from Pokagon Health Services (PHS),
which has received the Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine. This vaccine can be given to
anyone age 16+, whereas the other vaccine we administer (Moderna) can only be
given to people age 18+. Both of these vaccines are a two shot series. At this time,
PHS encourages Pokagon Citizens age 16+ and anyone they know age 16+ who
has not received COVID-19 vaccine but still wants one, to call (269) 692-5812
to leave a secure message to schedule a vaccination (parents/guardians need to
call for individuals that are 16-17 years old). PHS also has the Moderna vaccine
available for individuals 18+ and Pfizer vaccine available for individuals 16+.
There is currently a Pfizer vaccine consent form information sheet available on
the website that parents/guardians can print/sign and give to their 16-17 year old
to bring to the vaccine appointment if a parent/guardian is unable to accompany
them: www.PokagonBand-nsn.gov/sites/default/files/assets/consent_form_and_
pfizer_fact_sheet.pdf .
In the event we do not have enough vaccine for everyone who wants it, we will
add your name to a waitlist and notify you as soon as we have a vaccine for you.
Priority is given to Pokagon Citizens before the general public.
Also I am excited to announce that we have opened our new Mshkiki
Community Clinic to serve the primary medical and dental care needs of
Medicaid eligible and low income residents living in Benton Harbor and Benton
Township. Mshkiki is the Potawatomi word for medicine. The clinic is located
at 1986 Mall Place at Orchard’s Park Shopping Center in Benton Harbor and
will operate from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday. A small group
of attendees including members of the Pokagon Band Tribal Council
participated in a ribbon-cutting ceremony on April 26 to celebrate the opening
of the clinic. Please read the article on the opening of the Mshkiki Community
Clinic in this issue.
As always I appreciate everyone’s patience and willingness to stay the course.
As you often hear me say, it remains A Great Day To Be A Pokagon!
Migwėtth,

Matthew Wesaw
Tribal Council Chairman

PNC pay cards
We were notified by PNC, that only Pokagon Band funds
should be deposited into the PNC pay cards, no third parties.
All third party deposits must be removed, or going forward
the monies from third parties will be rejected by PNC.
Please contact Jenice Cloud, in the Finance Department if you have questions
at (269) 462-4312.
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Tribal Council Approves Resolution No. 21-04-22-01
Providing Direction on Access to Rodgers Lake and Gauge Street
Following a briefing from the Health Task Force to address questions from
citizens about access to the campground, lakes, community center, Gage Street,
and other summer activities, Tribal Council took action on April 22 by
approving a resolution that states:
WHEREAS: The Tribal Council desires to task the Interim Government Manager
with posting notice of such authorization and requirements.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Tribal Council closes
the following portions of the Rodgers Lake Property:
(1) designated campsites used for the Program;
(2) the cabins;

(3) those authorized under a Guest Agreement, limited to the
scope of such authorization;
(4) those authorized by the Pokagon Band through participation
in programs or events offered by the Department of Language and
Culture, limited to the scope of such authorization; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that in addition to any specific requirements
under Pokagon Band law and policy, use by Citizens of the portions of the
Rodgers Lake Property or the Gage Street Property not otherwise closed,
including without limitation, for a sacred fire at the designated locations
for traditional or cultural purposes, shall be in accordance with the CDC
Recommendations while on such property; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Interim Government Manager
shall cause notice to be posted informing the public of the requirements
of this resolution; and

(3) the kitchen;
(4) the pavilion; and
(5) the bathhouse; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that access to the above closed portions
of the Rodgers Lake Property during the closure shall be limited to:
(1) Employees acting within the scope of their duties;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the requirements of this resolution
shall be effective immediately and shall automatically expire at 11:59 p.m.,
June 15, 2021.
Please visit the Pokagon website to read the full resolution. Migwėtth.

(2) those authorized by the Pokagon Band to perform a service
for the Pokagon Band, limited to the scope of such authorization;

Mango Released Chapter 6 of Potawatomi
Language Course on Thursday, April 22

language & culture

The Pokagon Department of Language and
Culture is pleased to announce that chapter
six of the Bodwéwadmimwen Potawatomi
Language Course through the Mango Languages
App is available as of Thursday, April 22!
Chapter six provides learners with the language
needed to communicate about life skills and
leisure activities. In addition, users will also learn how to incorporate grammar
into their speaking. Examples include the following goals.
Conversational Goals
• Express what is about to happen
• Say what should have been done
• Speak about outdoor activities
• Suggest that “we” do something together
• Tell one or more people to do something
Grammar Goals
• Transition from independent to conjunct while using two (VAI) verbs
• Use positive and negative gin and ginwa commands
• Use the independent future tense gë
• Use the tense da gi to express what should have happened
• Use the two first person plural parties ninan and ginan
The Mango Languages App containing the Bodwéwadmimwen Potawatomi
Language Course is available for free download in the Google Play Store and
Apple App Store!

Mkedékéwen
FASTING

A Rite of Passage

FOR YOUNG BOYS, GIRLS, WOMEN & MEN

The Department of Language & Culture and Traditional healer Keith
Smith invites citizens, tribal members, and their families to participate
in Mkedékéwen for a rite of passage.
For more information about fasting please contact Rebecca Williams
at Rebecca.Williams@PokagonBand-nsn.gov or (269) 462-4325.
Prior to fasting tribal members should schedule an appointment with
Keith. To schedule an appointment please email Nicole.Holloway@
PokagonBand-nsn.gov

May 18-21, 2021

RODGERS LAKE CAMPGROUND

gyankobjegémen

stay connected
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Veteran Voice
Bozho Jiyak from the Pokegnek
Bodewadmik Ogitchedaw! It feels
like summer is right around the bend.
The river continues to flow while the
new grass grows and the migrating
birds return. The Pokagon Band
veterans are also returning to some
of our activities as we stay connected
with the community.
Throughout the past month we have:
• conducted our monthly meeting via the virtual Microsoft Teams platform
• presented an Honor Guard for the annual meeting
• assisted families preparing their loved one for the final journey
• created the first draft of a new policy designed to help our
Basic Training graduates
We have also organized some opportunities to participate in upcoming events.

Family Planning
Family Planning is important so that families can achieve their desired number
and spacing of children, increase the chances babies will be born healthy, and
improve the health of mothers even if they choose to not have children. When
someone goes into an office to discuss family planning with a provider there
are many things that might be discussed including:

We have a date for the Veterans Golf Outing! This annual event will be held
at the Hampshire golf course on June 25. Current CDC and Pokagon task
force guidelines will be followed. This is always a fun-filled event and we are
excited to have it back this year. Contact a member of the Ogitchedaw for
more information or to reserve your spot in the event.
Watch for us in the Dowagiac Memorial Day parade on May 31. The Ogitchedaw
will be proudly honoring our service members as we resume
our participation in this annual event. You are also invited to join us at the
cemetery as we salute those who have fallen but are not forgotten.
Independence Day is quickly approaching. The veterans board would like to
ensure every Ogitchedaw has an opportunity to fly an American flag in their yard.
If you are a Pokagon veteran and would like to have a flag installed on
your property, please contact the group for more details (email address listed
below). We have yard and porch flags and poles available.
The Ogitchedaw continue to work on new and innovative ways to engage
with the community while fulfilling our role as the warriors and protectors
of the Pokagon community past, present, and future. We strive to inspire
future generations and ask any veteran willing to share a snippet of their
journey to contact the Ogitchedaw so we may get your story in this monthly
article. If you would like to be a part of the Ogitchedaw, want more information
on any of our programs or events, or if you would like to share your story please
contact the Ogitchedaw board at: Veterans.Chairman@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

pokégnek bodéwadmik health services

• Contraception
• Pregnancy testing and counseling
• Helping clients achieve pregnancy
• Basic infertility questions
• Preconception health services
• Sexually Transmitted Infection (STI) education
• Daily prenatal vitamins
There are studies that show that both newborns and mothers have the healthiest
outcomes when pregnancies occur between the ages of 18 and 34. When
mothers are younger or older, they and their infants face increased risk of birth
complications. Child spacing is another factor to consider when you decide to
start your family. When pregnancies are too close together (less than 24 months
between the last live birth and the next pregnancy), the risk of low birth weight,
preterm birth, and newborn death increases; when pregnancy begins within six
months of the last live birth, these complications are even more likely.
Working with your health care provider before you become pregnant can help
to ensure a healthier pregnancy for both mother and baby and/or healthier
reproductive health even if you choose not to conceive. There are many things
to consider when you are thinking of having a baby and these things can be
discussed prior so that you are both physically and emotionally ready for you
bundle of joy.
If you do decide to start a family, please ask you primary care provider (PCP)
about our healthy start program with the Community Outreach Department
at Pokagon Health Services (PHS). Our nurses work with families pre-natal to
the age of 5 on breastfeeding, parenting, infant and child growth and
development and much more.

GIVE

BLOOD
SAVE LIFE

Pokagon Health Services | Family Activity Center
May 27 | 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
COVID-19 antibody testing is now part of our normal
disease panel screening for all successful donations.

Sign up at MIBlood.org or
contact Elizabeth Leffler at (269) 462- 4406
or Elizabeth.Leffler@PokagonBand-nsn.gov.

gyankobjegémen

stay connected

pokagon.com
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How the Program Works
It is the vision of Chi Ishobak to re-build
Indian Country into supportive and
nurturing communities, strong in their
language and culture, and empowered
through economic opportunity.
We’re here to help.
If you’re planning on starting a business, we can help you with micro and
small business loans. We can help you with auto and capital equipment
loans. We can help with credit builder loans for those that need assistance
establishing or re-building their credit. We offer many workshops and classes
on financial wellness and can help with individual financial coaching as well.
It is our mission to have all tribal citizens provided with the tools and
opportunities needed for meaningful lives and self-sufficiency, whether
through employment, self-employment, or traditional life ways.

The first step is a phone call.
The application process begins by contacting us for an intake evaluation.
We’ll review your potential project, request, or purchase, and secure all the
necessary documentation to evaluate your request. You can also contact us
to take advantage of our small-business development resources or financial
wellness resources. We’ll work with you to formulate a unique plan of action.
Call us to start taking the next steps to financial independence.				
											
Products / Services Commercial Loans
• Micro

• Financial Development

• Small Business Consumer Loans

• Financial Wellness

• Automobile Loans

• Workshops & Classes

• Credit Builder Loans

• Individual Financial Coaching

• Business Development

• Individual Development Accounts

• Startup Assistance

• Small Business

• Business Plans

• Youth Transportation

The Midwest Art Conservation
Center Offers A Fellowship
in the Care of Native American
Art Collections
The Midwest Art Conservation Center (MACC)
is a nonprofit center for art conservation based
in Minneapolis, Minnesota. MACC provides
comprehensive art conservation services in paintings,
objects, paper, and textiles. The staff of twelve conservation professionals are
collaborative, collegial, and work innovatively with the curatorial and collection
professionals at hundreds of non-profit collecting institutions including fine
art museums, historical societies, universities, Native cultural centers, city
governments, libraries, and archives. MACC is located within the Minneapolis
Institute of Art.
MACC is offering a Fellowship, which is a 12-week position (60 workdays)
located at MACC in Minneapolis, with a stipend of $11,000. The Fellowship
will require you be on site at least 25 percent of the time, but a partially remote
schedule will be considered.
The selected Fellow will work with MACC’s Director of Preventive Conservation
and conservators to gain valuable experience for a potential career in collections
stewardship. Activities will include art handling, general collections assessment,
conservation documentation, collection database use, and technical research,
writing and more.
The application deadline is May 7. The Fellowship must be completed by
December 31, 2021, but the start and end dates are flexible. To apply, please
email or send a current resume, two letters of reference, and a personal statement
describing how this experience will benefit you professionally and/or how you
intend to use the skills learned for the benefit of a tribal community to:
careers@preserveart.org
Midwest Art Conservation Center
2400 Third Ave. S.
Minneapolis, MN 55404
Phone: (612) 870-3120
More information on the MACC can be found at www.preserveart.org.

department of language & culture

Traditional medicine
services Available
Traditional medicine services are now being overseen by the
Department of Language and Culture. If you are interested
in seeing Keith Smith for traditional medicine services, he will
be available one Friday and Saturday, per month to see tribal
Citizens by appointment only. Appointments are taking place
in the Government Annex(formerly the Blue House), 58653
Sink Road, Dowagiac, MI.

May 14 & 15
June 11 & 12
July 9 & 10

Aug 13 & 14
Sept 3 & 4
Oct 8 & 9

Nov 12 & 13
Dec 10 & 11

All tribal citizens are welcome to schedule an appointment,
whether it will be your first time or you are returning for a
follow up. Please contact Nicole Holloway at the
Department of Language and Culture at (269) 783-3513
(desk), (269) 783-6131 (cell) or Nicole.Holloway@Pokagon
Band-nsn.gov, to schedule an appointment or to inquire
about the services provided.

**We honor patient confidentiality
**Due to COVID-19 and for the health and safety of our Citizens
and staff, a health questionnaire and body temperature of less than
100 degrees F will be required before each scheduled appointment.

gyankobjegémen
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Central Michigan
University Offers
Virtual Campus Visit
Central Michigan University in Mount Pleasant, Michigan is pleased to
invite Pokagon students to a virtual campus visit on Monday, May 24 at
6 p.m. Students will have the opportunity to learn about academic programs,
scholarships, cost of attendance, housing options, support services, and learn
about campus life through the eyes of a student, and much more.
If you would like to attend, please register by May 20 using the following link:
http://bit.ly/TribalEdOutreachDaySp21.
The schedule for the Virtual Campus Visit includes:
•

Admissions/Campus Overview Presentation (30 minutes)

Natagéwen - Did you know?
The St. Joseph River wasn’t always called what it is known
as today. In Potawatomi we refer to the river as ‘Senathwen
zibé’ which translates to a river with a rocky flow. Another
word we use is ‘Znathwen zibé’ which means a river with
a difficult current, because of the rocks. Another word that
is actually a Miami word is ‘Sakiwa zibé’ which means the
river of the coming out place, as in their origin story that is
where they come from. This story exists in our community
do to intermarriage thru the years.

• Question and Answer Session with Admissions (15 minutes)
• Virtual Campus Tour (15 minutes)
• Question and Answer Session with the Office of Native
American Programs (30 minutes)
Central Michigan University does offer in-person campus tours.
Please use the following link to obtain more information:
www.cmich.edu/admissions/undergrad/visit/Pages/default.aspx.
If you have any questions regarding the Central Michigan University
virtual campus visit, please contact the Office of Native American
Programs at nap@cmich.edu.

Do you have what it takes to be an Olympian? Start preparing now to compete
against Native Americans from around the state of Michigan. This July, the
Michigan Indian Family Olympics are going virtual! This will allow you to
participate from home, in your local facility, or with your friends outdoors.
The Olympics committee is excited to include everyone in this year’s events and

Mno-yathmowas - Fun facts
Ė’démnëké gizes – strawberry picking moon tells us exactly
what is ready for harvesting during this time. It has been
told for many generations that ė’démenen are a sacred food.
Ė’démenen are always present during spiritual feasts and
are offered to the spirit before being eaten by any physical
being. There is an old story that talks about why the
ė’démen is so special. The story talks about how we should
remember how generous the ė’démen is. Ė’démen is so
giving that it bares its seeds on the outside. Ready to give
of itself so that others may be cared for.

we look forward to some great Pokagon Band representation. You do not need
to live in Michigan to participate and no travel is required. Watch for more
details and the official flyer in our June newsletter. We will also post updated
information on the Pokagon Band website or you may contact our Wellness
Center for more information.
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The Inter-Tribal Council of Michigan Launches New Educational Campaign
The Inter-Tribal Council
of Michigan (ITC)
has launched a new
educational campaign
titled, “Childhood is
Sacred,” to support
the cultural, social,
emotional, physical
and psychological
needs of children aged 0
through 8. The premise
behind the campaign is
to put children at the center of community and family. To learn more about the
campaign, please watch the Public Service Announcement (PSA) on YouTube
at www.youtube.com/watch?v=E-tfA9A5064.
For those of you not familiar with ITC, the organization was incorporated as a
501c3 non-profit organization on April 16, 1968 by four tribes including Bay
Mills Indian Community, Hannahville Indian Community, Keweenaw Bay
Indian Community, and the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe. The following
excerpt is from the About Us section of the ITC website:
“The original purpose was to establish a joint Tribal organization of the four
Indian communities and all such other Indian villages or communities as may
seek membership to conserve common property, to develop common resources,
to promote the common welfare of the members of the participating member
tribes, to negotiate with the Federal, State, and Local governments on all matters
within the concept of improving the socio-economic status of Michigan Indians,
and in general to carry on any activities in connection with being non-profit
under the state laws of Michigan.
As the Agency became more established, it received the designation of being a
Limited Purpose Indian Community Action Program, which opened the door
to the anti-poverty programs similar to other Community Action Agencies,
such as Low Income Energy Assistance Programs, Commodities, Head Start,
Weatherization, etc. Inter-Tribal Council also began working with the Bureau
of Indian Affairs to implement a social services programs and the Manpower
Program where funds were used to create more job opportunities on the
reservation. ITC also began working closely with the Indian Health Services,
which ultimately led to the implementation of the contract health dollars used
by tribal members to receive health care and an Indian Health Field office
that was housed at Kincheloe for many years. Home Improvement funds were
obtained and a whole array of other services were sought and implemented
over the years on behalf of the participating tribes.
As the Agency became more established, it received the designation of being a
Limited Purpose Indian Community Action Program, which opened the door
to the anti-poverty programs similar to other Community Action Agencies,
such as Low Income Energy Assistance Programs, Commodities, Head Start,
Weatherization, etc. Inter-Tribal Council also began working with the Bureau
of Indian Affairs to implement a social services programs and the Manpower
Program where funds were used to create more job opportunities on the
reservation. ITC also began working closely with the Indian Health Services,
which ultimately led to the implementation of the contract health dollars used
by tribal members to receive health care and an Indian Health Field office
that was housed at Kincheloe for many years. Home Improvement funds were
obtained and a whole array of other services were sought and implemented
over the years on behalf of the participating tribes.
The Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians joined the Agency in 1985.
Lac Vieux Desert Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians became an official
member in 1988, and the Grand Traverse Band of Ottawa and Chippewa Indians
became an official member shortly after. For many years the Agency operated

under these seven tribes with significant changes occurring on each reservation
as they became more and more independent. The bigger tribes always maintained
their independence operating as many programs under their own umbrella as
possible. The smaller tribes were also becoming more organized and as they
developed their infrastructures and gained in population, began assuming more
of the Bureau and Indian Health programming. Today all of the member tribes
operate the majority of initial programs that were once housed at ITC.
Today ITC is comprised of all twelve federally recognized tribes in Michigan.
Those being: Bay Mills Indian Community, Hannahville Indian Community,
Keweenaw Bay Indian Community, Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe, Grand
Traverse Band of Ottawa and Chippewa Indians, Little Traverse Bay Bands of
Odawa Indians, Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians, Lac Vieux Desert
Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians, Match-E-Be-Nash-She-Wish or Gun
Lake Tribe, Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians, Little River Band of Ottawa
Indians, and the Nottawaseppi Band of Huron Potawatomi.
The agency is divided into several different divisions, which include Health
Services, Behavioral Health, Environmental Services, Child, Family, and
Education Services, and Administration. The Agency employs approximately
160 employees 35 of these employees are based in the Agency’s central office in
Sault Ste. Marie, while members tribes have offices and staff on site.”
More information on ITC can be found at: www.itcmi.org

pokégnek bodéwadmik department of language & culture

Tribal Youth Vibe Meet Up
Tribal Youth ONLY ages 10+

Please RSVP by May 22 at 5 p.m.
to Rebecca.Williams@PokagonBand-nsn.gov
Breakout sessions by ages to:
• Meet other tribal youth
• Discuss topics important to you
• Learn about your culture and teachings
• Swag raffles

gyankobjegémen

Breakout sessions will be facilitated by Tribal adults/
non-parents, and by age group.

pokagon.com
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May Harvest Month: Radishes
Did you know the radish is one of
the oldest cultivated plant foods?
Radishes likely originated in the
Mediterranean, and archeological
evidence has shown they were first
cultivated before 2000 B.C.

cabbage and horseradish.

The scientific name for radishes is
Raphanus sativus. Radishes come
from the mustard family (Brassicaceae)
which includes other edible plants
such as cauliflower, broccoli, turnip,

According to WebMD, Radishes are rich in antioxidants and minerals like
calcium and potassium. Together, these nutrients help lower high blood
pressure and reduce your risks for heart disease. The radish is also a good
source of natural nitrates that improve blood flow.
• Radishes come in many shapes, sizes and colors. While most radishes
have white flesh, some varieties have beautifully colored flesh in addition to
their bright exteriors. Many seed companies sell “Easter Egg” radish seeds,
which are a mix of radishes that will grow to be pink, purple, red,
or white in color.

Ingredients:
• 15 medium-size radishes (about two bunches)
• 2/3 cup white or apple cider vinegar
• 1/2 cup sugar
• 2 tsp salt
Directions:
• Clean radishes under cool, running water
• Remove tops (you can save these to use as you would any
slightly bitter green) and ends
• Cut radishes into 1/8” to ¼” slices
• In a medium bowl, stir together vinegar, sugar, and salt.
Add radishes, stir to combine
• Cover and refrigerate for at least 30 minutes before serving,
up to overnight
• If sealed and stored properly, quick-pickled radishes will keep
for up to 10 days in the refrigerator

• Radishes are also a great plant to try growing at home. Most varieties
take just 30 days from seed to harvest.
• When purchasing radishes, look vegetables with vibrant greens still
attached, which is a clear sign of freshness. Radishes should have
smooth, unblemished skins and feel heavy for their size.
• Radishes are a great addition to sautés and stir fries. You might be
surprised how delicious they can be! Try the following recipe for
quick pickled radishes. Pickling is a great way to preserve vegetables
and create delicious toppings for tacos, burgers, and salads in the
process. Use this basic pickling recipe with whatever fresh vegetables
you have on hand.
Quick Pickled Radishes Recipe
• Prep time: 10 minutes
• Fridge time: 30 minutes
• Estimated Cost: $2-3
• Use as a condiment or snack

National Diabetes Prevention Program
This program meets weekly
and monthly for one year.
Topics covered include:
• Nutrition/Physical Activity
• Eating Out
• Stress and Depression
• Self-defeating Cues
• Holidays
Information Session:
April 22, 2021
Time: 10:00-11:00 am (EST)
First class begins:
May 6, 2021

Online: Zoom
To register:

May Moon Description
We measure months by the full moon. There are actually 13 full moons in
a calendar year, each one having something of significance during that time.
When we adapt them to the English calendar we use 12 moons to fit. Please
keep in mind that there are many teachings and variations of these out there.
Ė’démnëké Gizes – Strawberry Picking Moon
While nowadays the climate has changed and this may be done in a different
month, in Southwest Michigan (ė’démnen) strawberries were picked during
Ė’démnëké Gizes (Strawberry Picking Moon) May.

https://events.anr.msu.edu/
NDPPApril2021ZFM/
Cost: FREE (Supported
financially by Michigan State
University Extension )

Coaches: Zelda Felix-Mottley
mottley@msu.edu
Laura Anderson
ander359@msu.edu

This course is designed for people who are at-risk for
developing type 2 diabetes. The focus is on establishing
lifestyle changes that promote healthy eating, physical
activity and goal setting that lead to a 5-7% weight loss
and decreased risk for type 2 diabetes.
To be eligible:
•

Be at least 18 years old and

•

Be overweight (Body Mass Index ≥25; ≥23 if Asian)

•

Not be pregnant

•

Have no previous diagnosis of type 1 or type 2 diabetes

•

Have a blood test result in the prediabetes range within the past year or
have a previous clinical diagnosis of gestational diabetes.

We look forward to meeting you, providing valuable tools, and supporting you
through this journey
MSU is an affirmative-action, equal-opportunity employer. Michigan State University Extension
programs and materials are open to all without regard to race, color, national origin, gender, gender
identity, religion, age, height, weight, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, marital status,
family status or veteran status.
Photo credits: Pixabay– Salmon Fish and Heart-Shape Tree Red

What’s that Edible/Medicinal Species?
Lamb’s Quarters (Chenopodium album)
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What’s that Invasive Species?
Balsam Woolly Adelgid (Adelges piceae)
Eggmass
with
nonliving
adult in
the center.

Lamb’s Quarters (Chenopodium album) or wild spinach is a naturalized plant
that is found in many parts of the world and has been cultivated in some areas.
Lamb’s quarters is a very common plant that is likely to be found in backyards,
gardens, and fallow field. This plant typically grows up to five feet tall but
will begin to droop following the development of seed heads. The leaves are
alternately arranged and have a whitish coating on the underside. Leaf edges
can range from toothed to smooth, depending on the location on the plant.
The edible parts of this plant are the leaves, tender shoots, flowers, and the
seeds. When collected, removing the tender leaves and tip of the plant results
in the plant branching, thereby producing more leaves and tips. The leaves and
greens can be eaten raw in small quantities, but are better if steamed, sautéed,
or added to soups. The leaves can be used in recipes that call for spinach or swiss
chard. Seeds can be consumed in small quantities. This edible contains vitamins
A and C as well as riboflavin, niacin, calcium, manganese, potassium, and iron.
As with any new edible or medicinal, please ensure that you have a positive
identification before use and utilize in small quantities at first to make sure
there are no allergic or adverse reactions.

The balsam woolly adelgid (Adelges piceae) is a small sucking invasive insect
species that is native to Europe. This insect targets all sizes of true fir trees
which includes multiple species such as the balsam fir, the Fraser fir, and the
grand fir. The balsam woolly adelgid (BWA) is currently found in the Pacific
Northwest, the northeast, and the Appalachians, however, there are many other
states, including Michigan, that are susceptible to invasions of this insect. In
areas of the Appalachians where they occur, they have killed 95% of the Fraser
firs. In Michigan there are nearly 1.9 billion balsam firs and an additional 13.5
million fir trees that are grown as Christmas trees, so it is essential to prevent
this insect from spreading. The BWA feeds on the sap of the fir trees and
weakens the trees, causing them to die. The BWA adults are purplish-black
and wingless with a white “wool” covering. The waxy wool covers the twigs,
branches, and the trunk of the tree. The young are amber-colored and hatch in
mid-summer. It is at this stage that the adelgid is typically spread. Previously
infected twigs may have gouting, like scarring, which is a defense against the
insect. The best way to prevent spreading this insect is not moving firewood
and reporting potential infestations. I f you believe you have identified balsam
woolly adelgid on tribal properties, please take as many pictures as possible and
report the location to the Pokagon Department of Natural Resources.

Ndowabden ni kedwenen – look for the words
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Gokpënagen – basket
Mëktthako – frog
Noden – it is windy
Wéth mok’ëk – East
Zagbëgon – sprout
Gtegan – garden
Séma – tobacco
Wzawa – it is yellow
Kno – eagle
Wzawzé – he/she is yellow
Mnokmet – it is Spring
Thigwék – thunderbirds
Ė’démen – strawberry
Ė’démnen – strawberries
Minké – he/she picks berries
Ė’démnëké gizes –
strawberry picking moon
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Pokagon Band Opens Mshkiki Community Clinic, continued page one
In Michigan, adults that qualify for Medicaid include those that make $16,000
or less for a single person or $33,000 or less for a family of four. According to
the 2019 Census numbers, 46 percent of Benton Harbor’s 9,000 residents and
33 percent of Benton Township’s 14,000 residents would qualify for Medicaid
and could receive services at the Mshkiki Community Clinic. Unlike other
Medicaid participating clinics, Tribal Health Centers do not collect copays
from Medicaid patients.
Commenting on the opening of Mshkiki Community Clinic, Chairman
Wesaw said, “With close to 6,000 Pokagon Citizens and as one of the largest
employers in region, we are acutely aware of the wide range of healthcare needs
that challenge our people and employees. We hope that the addition of the
Mshkiki Clinic will help better serve residents in the Benton Harbor area and
those in need that choose to seek care at this location.”

Priscilla Gatties, Director for Pokagon Band of Potawatomi’s Department
of Health Services, added, “Pokagon Health Services has been serving indigenous
peoples in Southwest Michigan and Northern Indiana since 1996. Its Accredited
Healthcare Facility located within the Pokagon Band’s government campus
in Dowagiac Michigan currently serves more than 2500 patients and offers
an integrative care approach that includes Medical, Dental, Pharmacy, and
Behavioral Health services. When the COVID-19 pandemic hit in March
of 2020, it brought more attention to the health disparities in not only Native
Americans but also in other minority groups as compared to the general
population. Now more than ever, our communities need to have a choice
of where they can access to the best and most effective healthcare, and Pokagon
Health Services is pleased to be able provide an additional option to the
residents of Benton Township, Benton Harbor and surrounding communities
through the Mshkiki Community Clinic.”
More information on the Mshkiki Community
Clinic can be found at www.MshkikiClinic.com.
To schedule an appointment, please call (269) 9455854 or send an email to info@mshkikiclinic.com.
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For Office Use Only
Received by (initials)/Date:
______________________
Elder Status Verified By
(initials): _______________

May 1, 2021 through October 31, 2021

LAWN MOWING REIMBURSEMENT APPLICATION FORM
Name: ________________________ Address: ____________________________________
City: ________________________State& Zip Code: ______________________________
Phone No: ____________________ Tribal ID: _________________
THIRD-PARTY LAWN MOWING SERVICE PROVIDER INFORMATION
Name: _______________________ Address: _____________________________________
City: _________________________ State & Zip Code: _____________________________
Phone No: ____________________ Business Name: ____________________
Pokagon Band Elders anywhere in the U.S may be reimbursed for lawn mowing services provided to their
residence by third-party service providers. The maximum reimbursement an Elder may receive over the entire
season is $200 per household.
You are responsible for finding your own third-party mowing service provider. You will not be reimbursed if
you are the person who mowed your own lawn. Except for those residing at Phase ll (Rent to Own), those
residing at Pokagon Band Housing are ineligible for reimbursement, as the Pokagon Band already provides
lawncare services.
To be eligible for reimbursement, you must complete and return this application along with invoice(s) or
receipt(s) from the third-party service provider. We may contact your service provider for verification.
Incomplete applications, applications without invoice(s)/receipt(s), and applications received after November
15, 2021 will not be processed. Reimbursements will be paid until annual budget funds are exhausted.
Applicant must be age 55+ at the date(s) of service.
The completed application with accompanying invoice(s)/receipt(s) must be returned to:
Elders Council/P.O. Box 180 Dowagiac Michigan 49047
Any questions call Elders Hall, (800)-859-2717 or (269)-782-0765
By my signing below, I certify that all information provided on this application is true/correct.
Signature of Applicant: _________________________________ Date: __________________
Print Name: _________________________________
Created 4/13/2021
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NOTICE OF AVAILABLE JUDICIAL APPOINTMENT
MARCH 30, 2021

DESCRIPTION. The Tribal Council of the Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians (“Pokagon Band’) is seeking

letters of interest and resumes from those interested in being appointed to fill a vacancy in a Justice
position on the Pokagon Band’s Court of Appeals. The Court of Appeals is composed of three justices, who
serve four-year terms of office. The remaining term of office of the vacant position will expire February 14,
2022. Under the Pokagon Band’s Constitution, the Tribal Judiciary is an independent branch of the Pokagon
Band government. The Tribal Judiciary includes the Pokagon Band Tribal Court, which is a trial court with
general jurisdiction to hear cases arising under tribal jurisdiction, and a Court of Appeals, which hears all
appeals of Tribal Court decisions. A copy of the Pokagon Band’s Constitution and Tribal Court Code is
available on the Pokagon Band’s website.

ELIGIBILITY. A person is eligible to serve as a Justice of the Court of Appeals if he or she:
(a) Is at least thirty (30) years of age;
(b) Is not presently a candidate for, or a member of Tribal Council, the Salary Commission, the
Election Board, the Ethics Board, or a member of any other board or commission of the Band or
any Band enterprise or other entity controlled by or affiliated with the Band;
(c) Is not presently an employee of the Band, or any Band enterprise or other entity controlled by
or affiliated with the Band;
(d) Has not been convicted within the last ten (10) years of a crime subject to imprisonment for a
term of one (1) year or longer, excepting those crimes determined by the Election Board to
relate to the furtherance of the Band’s tribal sovereignty rights; and
(e) Is an attorney who is or has been licensed to practice law before the courts of a state in the
United States, provided, that if the person is a Pokagon Band citizen, he or she does not have to
be an attorney. If required to be an attorney, he or she must not have been disbarred from
practicing law in any tribal, federal, or state court, provided however, that if a person has been
disbarred but later reinstated, such a person shall be eligible.

TIME COMMITMENT. The estimated time commitment is approximately 3 hours per month, unless an
appeal is filed.

COMPENSATION. Appeals Court Justices are independent contractors and are compensated for service at

rates recommended by the Pokagon Band’s Salary Commission and approved by the Tribal Council and also
are eligible for reimbursement for travel expenses incurred in accordance with applicable policies.

ETHICS REQUIREMENTS. As Public Officials, Appeals Court Justices are subject to the Pokagon Band Code
of Ethics. A copy of the Code of Ethics may be obtained from the Pokagon Band’s website.
HOW TO APPLY. Persons who wish to be considered for appointment as an Appeals Court Justice must
submit a letter of interest and a current resume, by one of the following three methods:
Mail:

Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians
Attn: Mary Eccles, Manager
Department of Human Resources
P.O. Box 180
Dowagiac, Michigan 49047

19

Stuffed Green Peppers
Mixed Vegetables
Cottage Cheese
Pears

18
Smokey Applewood Salmon
Green Beans
Tomato Salad
Cottage Cheese

25
Chipotle Lime Tilapia
Asparagus
Cottage Cheese
Pineapple

Broccoli Cheddar Soup

Egg Salad Sandwich

Fruit Cocktail

Yogurt

17

Stuffed Pepper Soup

Cottage Cheese

Pears

Yogurt

24

Vegetable Soup

Turkey Sandwich

Peaches

Yogurt

Closed
in Observance of
Memorial Day

Avocados

11

10

Please call the day before if
you would like to pick up a meal
(269) 782-0765. Meals are
subject to change. Please stay
in your vehicle and we will bring
your food out to you.

12

Cottage Cheese

Yogurt

31

Peaches

Tomato Salad

Applesauce

Pears

Salad

Tortilla Chips

Black Bean Quinoa Bowl

26

Fruit Cocktail

Tortilla Chips

Spinach Artichoke Dip

Broccoli Salad

Baked Chips

Turkey Wrap

Broccoli Salad

Baked Chips

Brussels Sprouts

Chicken Salad Sandwich

Chicken Wrap

5

WEDNESDAY

Italian Rustic Cod

4

TUESDAY

Bean Soup

3

MONDAY

Cottage Cheese

14

Salad

13

Broccoli Salad

Spanish Rice

Chicken Fajitas

27

Nutrigrain Bar

Cereal

Breakfast Skillet Bowl

20

Salad

Brussels Sprouts

Rice Pilaf

may

Cottage Cheese

Salad

Green Beans

Salisbury Steak

28

Pears

Salad

Mixed Vegetables

Artisan Mac N’ Cheese

21

Salad

French Style Green Beans

Chicken Cavatappi

Mixed Vegetables

Asparagus

Tortilla Crusted Tilapia

Mashed Potatoes

Swedish Meatballs

7

FRIDAY

Italian Beef Sandwich
with Au Jus

6

THURSDAY

MAY 2021
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Tribal Council May Calendar of Events

Stay connected. Check Pokagon.com for the lastest information.
3 Tribal Council Special Session, TBA, 10 a.m.
4 Gaming Authority, TBA, 10 a.m.
6 Tribal Council Special Session, TBA, 10 a.m.
8 Tribal Citizen Saturday Meeting, Microsoft, 10 a.m.
10 Tribal Council Special Session, TBA, 10 a.m.
11 Gaming Authority, TBA, 10 a.m.
17 Tribal Council Special Session, TBA, 10 a.m.
18 Gaming Authority, TBA, 10 a.m.
20 Tribal Council Special Session, TBA, 10 a.m.
24 Tribal Council Special Session, TBA, 10 a.m.
25 Gaming Authority, TBA, 10 a.m.
27 Tribal Council Special Session, TBA, 10 a.m.
31 Pokagon Government Offices Closed
in Observance of Good Friday Memorial Day
Please check the website, www.PokagonBand-nsn.gov,
or call (888) 782 -2426 before attending to confirm that
a meeting has not been cancelled.

Tribal Council June Calendar of Events
Stay connected. Check Pokagon.com for the lastest information.
1 Gaming Authority, TBA, 10 a.m.
3 Tribal Council Special Session, TBA, 10 a.m.
7 Tribal Council Special Session, TBA, 10 a.m.
8 Gaming Authority, TBA, 10 a.m.
12 Tribal Citizen Saturday Meeting, TBA, 10 a.m.
14 Tribal Council Special Session, TBA, 10 a.m.
15 Gaming Authority, TBA, 10 a.m.
17 Tribal Council Special Session, TBA, 10 a.m.
21 Tribal Council Special Session, TBA, 10 a.m.
22 Gaming Authority, TBA, 10 a.m.
24 Tribal Council Special Session, TBA, 10 a.m.
28 Tribal Council Special Session, TBA, 10 a.m.
29 Gaming Authority, TBA, 10 a.m.

Please check the website, www.PokagonBand-nsn.gov,
or call (888) 782 -2426 before attending to confirm that
a meeting has not been cancelled.

Per Capita Important Dates
DEADLINE TO RECEIVE
CHANGES/UPDATES/
ADDITIONS

CHECKS MAILED OUT ON

CHECK DATE
DIRECT DEPOSITS
IN ACCOUNTS

Thursday, April 15

Thursday, April 29

Friday, April 30

Friday, May 14

Thursday, May 27

Friday, May 28

Tuesday, June 15

Tuesday, June 29

Wednesday, June 30

Thursday, July 15

Thursday, July 29

Friday, July 30

Friday, August 13

Monday, August 30

Tuesday, August 31

Wednesday, September 15

Wednesday, September 29

Thursday, September 30

Friday, October 15

Thursday, October 28

Friday, October 29

Monday, November 15

Tuesday, November 23

Wednesday, November 24

Wednesday, December 15

Wednesday, December 29

Thursday, December 30

* Please note the November deadline for changes is November 8. This is due
to time limitations on all the events that occur at this time of the year.

Per Capita News
The Enrollment Office needs the following individuals to update their addresses.
If there is an X in the column(s) by your name, you have either a Christmas
check and/or per capita payments due to you. Please contact the Enrollment
Office at (269) 782-1763 or the Finance Department at (269) 462-4209.
NAME

CHRISTMAS 2019

MONTHLY PER CAP

Bobby M. Haynes

X

Angeline Case

X

Scott A. Brewer Jr

X

You can update your address on the PokagonBand-nsn.gov website under Citizens >
Enrollment or phone (269) 782 -1763 for an address form by mail.

Elders Council Calendar of Events

Stay connected. Check Pokagon.com for the lastest information.
Elders Council May Calendar of Events
12 Meeting, Call (586) 250-2691, ID Number 684 223 166#, 10 a.m.
26 Meeting, Call (586) 250-2691, ID Number 238 041 581#, 10 a.m.
Elders Council June Calendar of Events
9
Meeting, Call (586) 250-2691, ID Number 214 826 622#, 10 a.m.
23 Meeting, Call (586) 250-2691, ID Number 908 302 342#, 10 a.m.
Please check the website, www.PokagonBand-nsn.gov, or call (888) 782 -2426
before attending to confirm that a meeting has not been cancelled.

Appointments Required
Due to COVID-19, Pokagon Government
team members are working off site until
March 31. Please schedule an appointment
before your visit and a team member will
be on site to assist you. We apologize for
any inconvenience this may cause and will
continue to keep you posted going forward.
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Tribal Council Directory
(888) 376-9988 toll free or (269) 782-6323 office
CHAIRMAN

MEMBER AT LARGE

MEMBER AT LARGE

Matthew Wesaw
(269) 462-5379
Matthew.Wesaw@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

Alex Wesaw
(269) 462-1170
Alex.Wesaw@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

Mark Parrish
(269) 479-6283
Mark.Parrish@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

VICE CHAIR

Andrew Bennett
(269) 479-6224
Andrew.Bennett@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

MEMBER AT LARGE

MEMBER AT LARGE

Brandon Rapp
(269) 519-0334
Brandon.Rapp@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

Steve Winchester
(269) 591-0119
Steve.Winchester@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

TREASURER

MEMBER AT LARGE

ELDERS REPRESENTATIVE

Gary Morseau
(269) 259-1554
Gary.Morseau@PokagonGand-nsn.gov

Colin Wesaw
(269) 259-1555
Colin.Wesaw@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

John Morseau
(269) 519-0954
John.Morseau@PokagonBand-nsn.gov
SECRETARY

Kelly Curran
(269) 591- 0604
Kelly.Curran@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

MEMBER AT LARGE

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

Anita Morales
(269) 479-6285
Anita.Morales@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

Melissa Rodriguez
(269) 462-4203 desk
(269) 591-9521 cell
Melissa.Rodriguez@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

Elders Council Directory
Elders Hall (800) 859-2717 toll free or (269) 782-0765 office
CHAIR

SECRETARY

MEMBER AT LARGE

Judy Winchester
(269) 462-1578
Judy.Winchester@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

Judy Augusta
(269) 783-6304
Judy.Augusta@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

Cathy Ford
(269) 783-9380
Cathy.Ford@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

VICE CHAIR

TREASURER

Julie Dye
(269) 462-1004
Julie.Dye@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

Vacant

Directory of Services
ADMINISTRATION

ELECTIONS

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

SOUTH BEND AREA OFFICE

58620 Sink Road
Dowagiac, Michigan 49047
(269) 782-8998 office
(888) 281-1111 toll free

58620 Sink Road
(269) 782-9475 office
(888) 782-9475 toll free

58620 Sink Road
(269) 782-8998 office
(800) 517-0777 toll free
(269) 782-6882 fax

COMMODITIES

58620 Sink Road
(269) 782-1763 office
(269) 782-1964 fax

3733 Locust Street
South Bend, Indiana 46614
(574) 282-2638 office
(800) 737-9223 toll free
(574) 282-2974 fax

(269) 782-3372 office
(888) 281-1111 toll free
(269) 782-7814 fax
COMMUNICATIONS

58620 Sink Road
(269) 782-8998

ENROLLMENT

FACILITIES

57824 East Pokagon Trail
(269) 783-0443 office
(269) 783-0452 fax

COMPLIANCE

FINANCE

58620 Sink Road
(269) 782-8998

58620 Sink Road
(269) 782-8998 office
(800) 517-0777 toll free
(269) 782-1028 fax

CHI ISHOBAK

27043 Potawatomi Trail
(269) 783-4157
EDUCATION

58620 Sink Road
(269) 782-0887 office
(888) 330-1234 toll free
(269) 782-0985 fax
ELDERS PROGRAM

53237 Townhall Road
(269) 782-0765 office
(800) 859-2717 toll free
(269) 782-1696 fax

HOUSING & COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT

57824 East Pokagon Trail
(269) 783-0443 office
(269) 783-0452 fax
HUMAN RESOURCES

58620 Sink Road
(269) 782-8998 office
(269) 782-4253 fax

LANGUAGE & CULTURE

59291 Indian Lake Road
(269) 462-4325
MNO -BMADSEN

415 East Prairie Ronde Street
(269) 783-4111
NATURAL RESOURCES

32142 Edwards Street
(269) 782-9602 office
(269) 782-1817 fax

TRIBAL COUNCIL

58620 Sink Road
(269) 782-6323 office
(888) 376-9988 toll free
(269) 782-9625 fax
TRIBAL COURT

58620 Sink Road
(269) 783-0505 office
(269) 783-0519 fax
TRIBAL POLICE

58620 Sink Road
(269) 782-4141 office
(888) 440-1234 toll free

58620 Sink Road
(269) 782-2232 office
(866) 399-0161 toll free
(269) 782-7988 fax

SOCIAL SERVICES

ZAGBËGON

POKAGON HEALTH SERVICES

58620 Sink Road
(269) 782-8998 office
(800) 517-0777 toll free
(269) 782-4295 fax

58620 Sink Road
(269) 783-2469 office
(269) 782-8680 fax

Ė ’ DÉ MN Ë KÉ GI Z ES

Citizen Announcements

STRAWBE RRY PICKIN G M O O N

pokégnek bodéwadmik department of language & culture
Bozho

Bozho

Bozho
Bozho

Caring
Conversations

Title VI Public Hearing Notice
Come & learn about the Indian Education Formula Grant program.

A group for adults caring for Tribal Youth,
on Wednesday, May 26 at 8:00 p.m.

Bozho

department of education

The goal of the Indian Education Formula Grant Program (Title VI) is to ensure
that programs serving Indian children are of the highest quality and provide not
only basic elementary and secondary educational needs, but also the unique
educational and culturally related academic needs of Indian children.

The conversations will include:
Meet other grown ups raising tribal youth
Learn about our culture and teachings
Discuss topics important to you

Bozho

All Native children attending a public school in the ten-county service
area, can be a part of the Title VI grant. This public hearing will seek
input from parents and the community about what the Pokagon
Band Department of Education has planned for the 2021–2022
Title VI funds.

Wednesday, May 5 at 5:00 p.m.
Contact Susan Doyle at (269) 462-4229
or Susan.Doyle@PokagonBand-nsn.gov
for a Microsoft Teams invite.

Bozho

Bozho
Please RSVP

Bozho

by May 25 at 5 p.m. to Rebecca.
Williams@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

gyankobjegémen

gyankobjegémen

stay connected

stay connected

pokagon.com

pokagon.com

pokégnek bodéwadmik department of language & culture
department of language & culture
department of education

Kë Gbéshmen

Bodwéwadmimwen
Language

YOUTH SUMMER CAMP

2021 Kë Gbéshmen Dates

Videos for Kids

SESSION 1 :

Day Camp for Ages 5 - 8 – Tuesday, June 22 - Thursday, June 24

SESSION 2:

Day Camp for Ages 5 - 8 – Monday, June 28 - Wednesday, June 30

SESSION 3:

Day Camp for Ages 8 - 12 – Tuesday, July 6 - Thursday, July 8

SESSION 4:

Day Camp for Ages 8 - 12 – Monday, July 12 - Wednesday, July 14

SESSION 5:

Day Camp for Ages 12 - 16 – Tuesday, July 20 - Thursday, July 22

SESSION 6:

Overnight Camp for Ages 16 - 18 – Monday, July 26 - Wednesday, July 28
• Preference given to grades 11 and 12
• May change to Day Camp due to COVID-19 restrictions

Registration opens on Friday, May 7 at 10 a.m.

Search “Kë Gbéshmen 2021” or “summer camp 2021” on PokagonBand-nsn.gov
• Kë Gbéshmen may be cancelled, postponed or switched to a Virtual
option due to changes in COVID-19 restrictions at any given time.
• Ke Gbeshmen staff will make every effort to notify registered families
of any schedule changes.

The Pokagon Department of Language and Culture is pleased
to announce that Bodwéwadmimwen Language Videos for
Kids will go live on their new YouTube channel on Monday,
April 19! The videos will feature storybook readings with
hree different levels of important educational content to help
your children get a head start on learning our Native Language.
Infants and children up to age 10 are recommended. Migwėtth!
www.youtube.com/channel/UCrjIw346LwzNGh3Vl145LHg

Questions For more information please call the Department of Education
at (269) 782-0887, Language and Culture Department at (269) 462-4325 or email
Pokagon.SummerCamp@PokagonBand-nsn.gov
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