v

l

Pokegne k Ya t h danawa
Page 3

Meet Your New
Tribal Council
Members

Page 5

Check Out
Kë Gbéshmen
Photos

Back Page
Sign up for
Language
Classes

l

Mzhewe g izes
l

SEPTE MBE R 2021

E LK M O O N

The Pokagon Band Unveils Class III Gaming Amenities at Four Winds South Bend

Ribbon Cutting of the Class III Gaming Amenities at Four Winds South Bend.

On Thursday August 5 the Pokagon Band unveiled the new Class III gaming
amenities offered at its Four Winds South Bend Casino during a press conference
and ribbon cutting ceremony. Members of the Pokagon Gaming Authority
and Tribal Council, along with the Four Winds Casinos management team
were accompanied by Indiana Governor Eric J. Holcomb; Sara Gonso Tait,
Executive Director of the Indiana Gaming Commission; Ernest “Ernie”
L. Stevens, Chairman and National Spokesperson for the National Indian

Gaming Association (NIGA) in Washington D.C.; E. Sequoyah Simermeyer
(Coharie), Chairman of the National Indian Gaming Commission; South Bend
Mayor, James Mueller; and Andrew T. Kostielney, President, St. Joseph County
Board of Commissioners. Additional attendees included the Pokagon Gaming
Commission, Pokagon Elders Council, Pokagon Citizens, Indiana Senators and
Representatives, members of South Bend Government, representatives from the
St. Joe County Commission, and community and business leaders.
Please turn to page 10
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Chairwoman’s Corner

2021 Elders Election Update

Bozho! I am thrilled and honored to be
elected as the first Tribal Chairwoman since
our band was reaffirmed by the federal
government in 1994.

2021 Elders Election Notices have been distributed to all Elders through
the US Mail and forms are available on the Office of Tribal Council webpage.

For those of you who don’t know me,
I am a third-generation member of the
Pokagon Band, with both of my grandparents
and mother being tribal citizens. I’m a
graduate of Western Michigan University
and have been affiliated with the leadership
of our Band since 1995.
I’m proud to have served our Nation for more than two decades in our
government offices and I am looking forward to serving in this new capacity
proudly and with honor.
I want to thank the voters for their support during this election. Although
there was a challenge to this election in court, our tribal justice system prevailed
and now, we need to move forward together.
For those of you who voted for me, I appreciate your confidence. For those
that chose another candidate, I intend to work hard on your behalf and earn
your trust, communicating consistently with the Tribal Council so we can put
distrust behind us and work toward our common good.
I fully intend to put the interests of our citizens first. In the past, I think that
might not have always been the case, but I want to ensure you I won’t forget
our citizens – every decision we make will focus on that critical bottom line.
In the last 18 months, COVID-19 has hit our Nation hard. As we begin to
reopen our facilities, there are more challenges ahead, and our band needs
to ensure members have all the resources they need to thrive and survive this
public health challenge.
Now more than ever, we have a need to communicate consistently with our
citizens, working to engage them more fully in the services and programs we
have available for them.
I intend to have more direct engagement with our citizens and will be
announcing more face-to-face opportunities and virtual options for every
interested citizen soon. My leadership style is one where face-to-face
communication is valued and appreciated.
Finally, I intend to make sure – as Tribal Chairwoman – that we continue to
invest both in our culture and in ourselves.
Our people have endured, thanks in part to our collective values of Wisdom,
Love, Respect, Truth, Honesty, Humility, and Bravery. Adapting these deeplyrooted ideals to both today and our future has made Our People an engine for
economic development and a model for sustainable living in the region.
We will continue to bolster our small businesses and infrastructure, our education
and health services, our housing, and our Language and Culture to ensure we
grow in a holistic way with one eye on our past, and the other on our present.
Again, I thank all of you for your support and well wishes. More to come!

Rebecca Richards
Tribal Chairwoman

2021 Elders Council Election
Saturday, November 6, 2021
8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m EST
Family Activity Center (Next to Health Services)
58620 Sink Rd
Dowagiac, MI 49047
Meet The Candidates Virtual Forum
Saturday October 2, 2021
10:00 a.m. EST
Call In information will be available closer to event
Please return the absentee ballot request form to us to receive
a ballot if you will be unable to vote in person.

Marcus Winchester Announces The Pokagon Band
Center of History & Culture
Immediately after our reaffirmation of Sovereignty in 1994, Potawatomi language
and culture has been a top priority for the Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians.
Whether it was hosting the annual Kee Boon Mein Kaa or Red Road Powwows,
organizing a black ash basket co op, or housing a Cultural Associate position
out of Education, the tribe has continued to host cultural opportunities for its
citizens.
In 2011 the Department of Language & Culture was officially established by
Tribal Council. Continuing on that path of growth, a decade later the Language
Program will be growing into its own department so that they can continue to
grow with the demanding responsibilities entrusted in them. Let’s congratulate
the Department of Language for all of their hard work that has now got the
tribe’s language revitalization efforts to the next step!
With Language growing into its own, the old department formerly known as
Language & Culture will also be growing into their next step.
On Monday August 23rd Tribal Council approved for the name transition and
the former department will now be known as the Center of History & Culture.
Stay tuned as the center continues to offer seasonal programming and services!

Fresh Vegetables Available
from Our Community Garden
Do you live in one of the Tribal Villages
or near the main campus in Dowagiac,
Michigan? If so, stop by one of these
locations and pick up a variety of fresh
vegetables from our community garden!
Pokagon Citizen Jill Byrket, from the
Department of Natural Resources and
seasonal gardener, has worked diligently
to prep all four community beds (one
in South Bend, one in Hartford, one at
the Community Center, and one between
PHS and Admin), plant all the plants,
and has been caring for them since earlier
this Spring!
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Pokagon Band Elects New Tribal Council Members
The Pokagon Band is pleased to announce the
election of our new Tribal Council Members who
were sworn in during a ceremony on Saturday,
August 14. Rebecca J. Richards has been elected
Tribal Chairwoman, Sam Morseau has been elected
Secretary, Barbara Ann Warren has been elected
Elders Representative, and Mark Topash has been
elected Member At Large. Chairwoman Richards
placed first in a race that prominently featured
three female candidates and has become the first
female Chairwoman of the Pokagon Band since
the Tribe received its federal restoration in 1994.
The Pokagon Tribal Council governs the sovereign
government of the Pokagon Band and contains
11 members who are elected to staggered, three-year
terms by Pokagon Citizens. Any adult Pokagon
Citizen can run for Tribal Council. Within the
Tribal Council, the executive officers include
positions of Chair, Vice-Chair, Secretary, and
Treasurer. Pokagon Tribal Council Members also
serve on the Pokagon Gaming Authority, which
oversees the Pokagon Band’s Four Winds Casinos.

New Pokagon Band Tribal Council members pictured from left to right: Sam Morseau, Secretary; Rebecca Richards,
Tribal Chairwoman; Barbara Ann Warren, Elders Representative; and Mark Topash, Member At Large.

Commenting on the election, Chairwoman Richards said, “I’m looking
forward to working with members of our Tribal Council and our wonderful
staff to pioneer a new path for our people – one that leads to better outcomes
for every member of our Nation and ensures our future together. It’s not
lost on me that there’s a new era in politics at all levels of government today
where women are in the driver’s seat. I think this election is a real testament
to the notion that women of all colors and creeds are considered seriously as
trailblazers. I’m excited to implement a style of leadership that puts the welfare
of all members of our Nation first.”
The daughter of Bonnie and Tom Drake, Chairwoman Richards is a third
generation member of the Pokagon Band. She was raised in Hartford, Michigan
and is a 1993 graduate of Western Michigan University in Kalamazoo. Upon
graduation from college, Richards moved to Hawaii and worked as an executive
for Geico Insurance but returned to Michigan when the Pokagon Band was
granted federal recognition in 1994. Since 1995, she has served as Assistant
Government Manager for the Band, leaving for a short stint as a grant manager
at the Kellogg Foundation in Kalamazoo before being elected Chairwoman.
Sam Morseau, the son of Stan and Linda Morseau, has over 20 years’ of
experience dedicated to indigenous education, strategic planning, and cultural
immersion. In 2014, Mr. Morseau returned to his ancestral homelands to begin
advocating for the indigenous students of Michigan. In addition to serving as
the Director of Education, Morseau also served as Chairman of the Confederated
Michigan Tribal Education Directors (CMTED) and President of the Tribal
Education Directors National Assembly (TEDNA). Mr. Morseau continues
to advocate for tribal nations by promoting educational sovereignty through
government to government capacity building.
Mark Topash, father of Lauren, Alex and Emma Topash, brings to Tribal
Council an extensive business background. Currently Mr. Topash is a Senior
Vice President at Cleerly, Inc., a startup, new technology company which
provides a unique analysis that identifies, characterizes and quantifies coronary
arterial plaques. Mr. Topash has 30 years of professional experience in new
healthcare technology commercialization and an expertise in US health care
reimbursement. Mr. Topash possess a Bachelor’s Degree and Master’s Degree

from the University of Missouri – Columbia campus, where he also resided
during his formative years. Mr. Topash wishes to provide his sincere thanks to
the Pokagon Band membership for voting to give him an opportunity to serve
and make a difference for the Tribe.
Pokagon Elder Barbara Ann Warren is 68 years old and is a grandmother of 28.
She has seven adult children and three great grandchildren, with her fourth and
fifth grandchildren on the way. Her beloved son-in-law, Brandon Rapp, is also
a current Member At Large on the Pokagon Tribal Council. Growing up Barbara
Ann did everything her mother said she could do and she completed her
Bachelor of Science in Nursing from Valparaiso University. She was also a
member of the Pokagon Band Tribal Council in the 1990s and sat on the Board
of Trustees for the Housing Assistance Office for the city of South Bend. Barbara
Ann’s whole family is actively involved in music and art, and she plays the violin.
She is also a seamstress and makes Native Regalia specializing in traditional
wedding dresses and moccasins.
Other members of the 11-member Tribal Council continuing in their terms
include Vice Chair, Andrew Bennett; Treasurer, John Morseau; Member At Large,
Anita Morales; Member At Large, Mark Parrish; Member At Large, Brandon
Rapp; Member At Large, Alex Wesaw; and Member At Large, Steve Winchester.
Previous Tribal Chairman, Matthew Wesaw did not seek reelection. Kelly Curran
completed a three-year term as Secretary, Gary Morseau completed a three-year
term as Member At Large, and Colin Wesaw completed a three-year term as
Elders Representative.

Tribal Council Meeting Agendas
Agendas will be posted on the Office of Tribal
Council. Use your Tribal ID number to access the
website. Contact the Enrollment Office for Tribal ID
number information at (269) 782-1763 if needed.
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Small Business Spotlight: The Front Porch

small business

SPOTLIGHT
The Front Porch!

Mno-Bmadsen and Chi Ishobak have teamed up
to support Pokagon and other Native American
owned small businesses in southwest Michigan
and northern Indiana. To encourage the Pokagon
community to “Buy Native, Support Local,” a
different Native American owned small business
will be featured in this column every month.
This month we are happy to introduce you to

Irma Carney and her husband
Michael opened The Front Porch
in May of 2016. She always wanted
to open a business, but after
working five years in a hospital
with thousands of employees, it
was clear to her that she needed
to be her own boss. The idea for
The Front Porch came from her
great grandparents. They raised
her in their seventies, which gave
her the opportunity to grow
up surrounded by antique and
vintage things. As someone who
was well-versed on the subject, it
seemed like the perfect fit for her
to open an antique shop.
Her favorite part about working
at The Front Porch is hearing all
the customer’s stories after they’ve
purchased a piece of furniture or
items to decorate their house. She enjoys looking at pictures
and hearing how they’ve used the items. Their excitement
creates a sense of happiness in Irma and makes her feel like
she’s making a difference in the lives of her customers.

Irma did utilize Chi Ishobak’s tribal business resources to open The Front
Porch. She wrote a business plan, did a cash flow analysis, and came up with
figures she’d need to borrow before approaching Chi Ishobak. Chi Ishobak
was able to accommodate her plans and Irma later received a line of credit
so she could add a cargo trailer for deliveries and become an official Chalk
Paint by Annie Sloan stockist.
As a business owner, Irma has a few tips for those who wish to start a business.
She says that starting the business was the hardest thing she’d ever done in her
life, and although she loves what she does and it’s extremely
rewarding, she recognizes sacrifices had to be made. Her best
advice to someone interested
in owning a business is to
consider what priorities
you are willing to give up
to be successful.
The Front Porch sells a
variety of antique, vintage,
and revived goods with a
peppering of artistry from
thirty different merchants.
Their inventory ranges in
home décor and furniture.
If you’re interested in The
Front Porch, you can check
out their Facebook page at
https://www.facebook.com/
frontporchgoods/. They are
open Monday thru Friday from
10 a.m to 5 p.m. and Saturday
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. You can find
The Front Porch in downtown
Muskegon, Michigan.

2021 Kë Gbéshmen
The Department of Education and the Center of History and Culture hosted
this year’s annual Kë Gbéshmen (youth summer camp). Kë Gbéshmen looked a
little different this year with COVID precautions put into place to provide our
youth and staff with the safest environment possible. One of the many ways Kë
Gbéshmen changed this year was implementing day camps for a 5-week period
for a wide range of ages and a 2-day overnight camp for High School Juniors
and Seniors so that every camper who wanted to attend camp would have the
opportunity to sign up and attend. While maintaining social distancing within
their assigned “pods,” campers enjoyed some of these great activities, teachings,
and workshops:
• Traditional games- campers learned about the difference, the teachings,
and participated in Stick Ball, Lacrosse, and old-style interactive games
like “run- and- scream”, and the “laughing game”
• The DNR Department facilitated activities on environmental and natural
resources focusing on water quantity, water quality and turtle identification
• Traditional Story Telling, learning about Little People and the Origin of
Moccasin, followed by learning, and playing moccasin games and learning
about and making traditional feast offerings
• Camp kickball, swimming at Gage lake, one on one lessons swim lessons,
Archery and archery instruction, Healthy choices, and exercise

• Afternoon ceremonies at the Shkodé, learning about the traditional
use of sema, ceremonial protocols and shkodé
• Bodwéwadomi Language Department apprentices, language learning
with tie dye- campers tie dyed their camp shirts and socks
• Scavenger Hunts around Tribal Government Property and campground
utilizing the language, history, and culture. Campers learned about
ceremonial lodges and protocols, the importance of when we and why
we harvest maple syrup in addition to why we use copper for ceremonies
and the importance of some of our sacred medicines cedar, sema.
Campers learned how to use sema and when to use it when we gather.
Campers all learned mko is one of our clans and is used to represent our
Tribal Police department in a symbolic manner as a protector. Campers
also searched for and learned about our garden, when the Tribe was
Federally recognized and our Tribal Seal in addition to why the shkode
is important to the Bodwéwadomi.
Be sure to ask you child about their experience at summer camp and take
some time to reflect on their experience. We hope they learned something
new, met some new friends and had some quality time with their peers and
great role models.
Please turn to page 5
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2021 Kë Gbéshmen continued from page four
Please enjoy these photos of summer camp 2021. Our staff enjoyed seeing each
one of your children this summer and look forward to seeing them all again next
year. We hope that if your child was not able to join us this summer, they will
be able to join us in summer of 2022!
Kë Gbéshmen would not be possible without the support of the following
departments and people. If it were not for every single person and department
summer camp would not have been possible this year!

Our summer camp Counselors Seasonal and Zagbëgon staff, Tribal Council,
The Task Force, HR, Language, DNR, Maintenance, Communications,
Housekeeping, IT, Grounds, PHS Community Outreach Nurses, Community
Outreach Dietitian/Diabetes educator, Shipping and Receiving, Education,
History and Culture, Tribal Police, and Social Services.
Migwetth for all the continued support!
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Lilia Vu Wins the 2021 Four Winds Invitational
Article Content Courtesy of the LPGA Symetra Tour

Vu Takes Home Third Title This Season
A final round 5-under par 67 performance proved to
be all it took for Lilia Vu (Fountain Valley, California)
as she secured victory at South Bend Country Club by
finishing 12-under par in the Four Winds Invitational.
“I feel really good, definitely played pretty well. The
course was super difficult, today. Especially since the
greens dried out pretty well. So, we had to really focus
on hitting to the
front yardage or just short of the pin,” said
Vu. “I think because it’s Sunday, it’s the
last day, there’s nothing to lose. There’s no
pressure. You can just try and play your
best golf. So, that’s what I just try to do.”
Photo courtesy of John Fineran, South Bend
Tribune. Pictured from left to right: Ryann
DeMoss Senior Major Gift Officer, Beacon
Health System; Greg Helmkamp, Head Golf
Professional, South Bend Country Club; Lilia Vu; Scott A. Brewer Senior Vice
President of Community Affairs, Government Relations and Security, Four
Winds Casinos; Gary “Duke” Downey, CEO of South Bend Country Club.
At University of California, Los Angeles as a Bruin, Vu was the Pac-12
Conference Golfer of the Year just a year before turning professional on

POTAWATOMI
ECONOMIC
GATHERING
Sustainably Growing
Small Businesses to
Support the Tribal
Economy

the LPGA Tour. While things didn’t work out as planned, she found herself
questioning whether she should continue playing golf. Time and time again
this season she credit her mom as her rock to keep her fighting for the game
she loves. Today, she continued to prove this is where she belongs with her
third win this season, and fifth consecutive top-5 finish.
Vu Collects Eight Annual Potawatomi Cup
In addition to winning the 15th tournament of the Symetra Tour season, Lilia
Vu also collects the 2021 Potawatomi Cup and $8,000 in bonus prize money.
The Four Winds Invitational served as the third and final event of the series
sponsored by Potawatomi Nation Tribes for a eighth consecutive year. Before
raising some hardware in South Bend, Ind., Vu finished tied for 2nd at
the FireKeepers Casino Hotel Championship to accumulate 710.75 total points
and win over Fernanda Lira (Mexico City, Mexico) with 580 points.
“It means a lot to win the Potawatomi Cup. I didn’t start out great in Harris,
Michigan, so I am super happy to finish well on the last two events,” said Vu.
“I am also so honored to win the cup as well, as all other players are super
grateful for the Tribes that have allowed us opportunities to earn extra money
at Symetra events.”

COVID-19 Emergency Assistance Program Update
Tribal Council approved the COVID-19
Emergency Assistance Program until the end
of 2021, as funding allows. Pokagon tribal
citizen households who have an increased need
or job-loss related need caused by COVID-19
may receive financial assistance to help with
those kinds of expenses.
Some changes have been made to the program. Applications are now
accepted month by month and not on a quarterly basis. Applicants must
provide documentation of need caused by COVID-19 with their application.
Self-certification of need is no longer permitted.
To receive up-to-date information about the application process, who is
eligible, what expenses are covered, or other questions you may have about
the program, please click the button below.
Or to speak to someone, please call Pokagon Band Social Services at
(269) 782-4300.

Update on Mask Requirements While
Visiting Pokagon Government Campuses
Photo by Clyde Brazie Jr.
MichiganNativePhotography.smugmug.com

BUSINESS FINANCIALS
For Prospective Business Owners
Determining the Feasibility of a
Business Venture
Thursday, Sept. 23, 2021 4PM - 6PM EST
Free virtual training. Register at
PotawatomiEconomicGathering.com

The Pokagon Band has updated its COVID-19 mask requirement in light of
changing public health conditions in Michigan and updated guidance issued by
the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) due to the spread of the Delta Variant.
Effective Monday, August 16 at 8:00 a.m. Eastern all staff and visitors to Pokagon
Band campuses or locations are required to wear a face covering, regardless of
vaccination status. Please wear a mask for the following:
• When you visit any Pokagon Band building or facility
• When you are riding in any transportation provided by the Pokagon Band
• When you are in any indoor classroom or other group instructional setting
• When visiting any Pokagon Band vaccine point of distribution
• At any other Pokagon Band site that requires the use of face coverings
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What’s that Non-Native Species?
Dame’s Rocket (Hesperis matronalis)

What’s that Edible/Medicinal Species?
Bearberry (Arctostaphylos uva-ursi)

Dame’s rocket (Hesperis
matronalis) is a flowering
species that is native to
Europe and Asia but has
been planted in gardens
in North America for
several centuries. It is
when this plant escapes
cultivation that it can
cause harm to native
habitats. Dame’s rocket
can now be found
throughout most of the
United States, except
for many of the most southern states. Dame’s rocket grows up to 3 feet in height
with toothed margins along oblong leaves. The plant blooms mainly from May
through June but can be found flowering from April to August in some places.
The flowers of dame’s rocket are white, pink, or purplish in color and have four
petals. You may have thought you were looking at native phlox, however, the
main way to tell these apart is that the phlox flower has five petals and the leaves
on the plant have smooth margins. Unfortunately, this plant is also sold in
“native” wildflower mixes, which exacerbates the problem. So be sure to check
native wildflower mixes to determine if all species listed are native. Dame’s rocket
is adaptable to many environments and can grow in moist woodlands, disturbed
areas, open areas, woodland edges, and along roadsides. Although this species
may look pretty in bloom, this aggressive species produces a lot of seeds and
can crowd out native species. The best method of control is to catch the plant
early and remove it before it sets seed via manual removal. If large areas become
established, other mitigation efforts may be necessary.

Bearberry (Arctostaphylos
uva-ursi) is a dwarf
trailing evergreen shrub
found growing in northern
climates in North
America, Europe, and
Asia. The leaves are thick,
dark green, and leathery.
This small shrub can be
found growing in dry open
woods, often in sandy or
gravelly soils. The flowers
on this shrub are whitish
pink and hang down from the tips of
branches. They have five petals which
are fused together forming an upsidedown vase-like flower. Fruit ripens in
late summer to early fall, depending
on location. Fruits are a bright red and
in clusters. The fruits of the bearberry
are edible, and the young leaves can be used for making teas or dried. Fruits
become sweeter when cooked and have been used in stews. Fruits have also
been made into jams and jellies, but berries are typically harvested after the first
frost to allow them to sweeten. Dried leaves have also been smoked and used for
medicinal purposes. This plant has been used to treat a wide variety of ailments,
but use with caution, as compounds in the leaves can cause nausea and vomiting
in higher doses. As with any new edible or medicinal, do your research prior to
using, ensure that you have a positive identification before use, and utilize in
small quantities at first to make sure there are no allergic or adverse reactions.
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Wëyas – Meat
Noden – Wind

Miktthéwi – He/she works
Zagthesé – He/she goes outside

l

Mz h ewe g izes
l

PAG E 1 0

E LK MO ON

The Pokagon Band Unveils Class III Gaming Amenities at Four Winds South Bend
continued from page one

Frank Freedman, Chief Operating Officer of Four Winds Casinos.

Marcus Winchester, Director of Center of History & Culture.

Marcus Winchester, Director of Center of History & Culture.

Former Tribal Chairman Matthew Wesaw.

E. Sequoyah Simermeyer (Coharie),
Chairman of the National Indian
Gaming Commission.

Frank Freedman, Chief Operating Officer of Four Winds Casinos.

Ernest “Ernie” L. Stevens, Chairman and National Spokesperson for
the National Indian Gaming Association (NIGA) in Washington D.C.

From left to right: Members of the Pokagon Band Tribal Council and Indiana Governor Eric J. Holcomb.

Roger Rader, Pokagon Citizen and Actionable Data Specialist for the Pokagon
Band’s Department of Information Technology, was the host for the event.
To begin the event, Roger provided an overview of the agenda and thanked
the Pokagon Ogitchedaw for posting the flags. Sterling Big Bear performed a
Welcome Song and Clarence White offered the Invocation. The first speaker was
Marcus Winchester, Director of the Pokagon Band’s Department of Culture, who
provided an overview of the Pokagon Band’s history and presence in Indiana.

Commenting at event, former Tribal Chairman Matthew Wesaw said, “Not
only is Class III gaming in Indiana a historic and important milestone for
the Pokagon Band and our Four Winds Casinos, but the expansion of Four
Winds South Bend will create numerous additional economic benefits with
the State of Indiana and the City of South Bend. We’ve also created hundreds
of temporary constructions jobs, approximately 100 permanent new jobs to
support our ongoing operations, and an education program for our Pokagon
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Ride Across The State Bike Ride
Citizens to attend state funded institutions of higher education, including 2
and 4 year colleges, plus trade/vocational schools with all expenses covered.
It’s a great day to be Pokagon and we are very excited for what the future holds.”
Additional remarks were provided by Indiana Governor Eric Holcomb,
Ernie Stevens, E. Sequoyah Simermeyer, and Frank Freedman.
Commenting on the Class III gaming amenities, Frank Freedman, Chief
Operating Officer of Four Winds Casinos said, “Four Winds Casinos have
consistently been ranked among the best gaming destinations in the country
and we believe the addition of table games and popular Class III slot titles,
combined with our 23-story hotel tower and several other amenities currently
under construction, will bring the guest experience at Four Winds South
Bend to another level and deliver on the premium resort-style feel and amenities
you’ll find at other top resorts including Four Winds New Buffalo. We are
very excited for this next phase of development and appreciate all of the hard
work and dedication of all Four Winds employees to help us reach this
important milestone. We are excited and can’t wait to show everyone the
finished product once construction is complete.”
Four Winds South Bend now offers 16 table games including 21 + 3w/Top 3,
Lucky Lucky Blackjack, Baccarat, Craps Bonus, Roulette, Bonus Spin Criss
Cross Poker, Progressive Stud, Progressive Three Card with 6 card, and Aruze
Roll to Win Craps. Table games are open from 10 a.m. to 2 a.m. Eastern time,
seven days a week.

Want to get outside? Do you like riding a bicycle? If so, we have the event
for you! This year we are organizing our first Pokagon Band RATS ride. This
Ride Across The State bike ride will feature 155 miles of bike riding over two
days. The journey will traverse
paved roads, Rails to Trails, and
a few miles of country roads.
We are riding on October 16-17
to take advantage of the cooler
temperature while providing
riders with breathtaking views of
fall colors in Michigan and some
remarkable trail scenery. There will
RIDE ACROSS THE STATE
be scheduled stops for rest, food,
and a good night of sleep. We will ride approximately ninety miles the first day
and finish up on day two. Don’t have a bike that will make it that far? You’re
still in luck. The Wellness Center will provide bicycles for up to ten participants.
Not sure you can make it that far? We are advertising early so you have time to
take a few rides and gauge your fitness level. This isn’t a race, but you will need
some endurance and time to acclimate to a bicycle seat. Due to the distance and
inherent dangers some stipulations will apply. There is a limit on participation so
please contact the Pokagon Band Wellness Center if you would like to be part of
this experience. Still have questions? Contact Dean.Orvis@PokagonBand-nsn.
gov or call: (269) 462-4290.

The installation of popular Class III slot titles is currently underway with some
of the most popular games already available including Action Video Poker,
Buffalo Link, Dragon Link, Money Link, Dollar Storm, Wheel of Fortune, and
The Price is Right. The process of converting all of Four Winds South Bend’s
1,400 plus slot machines to Class III will take several months to complete.
Four Winds South Bend
currently has 140,000 square
feet of gaming space and
includes more than 1,400
games, four restaurants, a
coffee shop, three bars, and
approximately 4,500 parking
spaces including an enclosed
parking structure.
The expansion of Four Winds
South Bend is currentlyunderway
which includes the construction
A rendering of the completed
expansionof the Pokagon Band’s
of a 23-story hotel tower with
Four Winds South Bend.
317 rooms, including 83 suites.
There will also be a spa, convention area, meeting space, a ballroom, lounge,
bar & grille, an outdoor roof-top swimming pool, and terraces with spectacular
views. Construction is expected to be completed by the first quarter of 2023.

Mno-yathmowas Fun fact
Elk were a primary source of protein for
Bodéwadmik long time ago? September was
known as Mzhéwé Gizes (elk moon). Mzhéwék
were present in Mzhigénak (Michigan) and
disappeared in the late 1800s due to unregulated
harvest and lack of quality habitat. Mzhéwé wëyas is quite low in fat
and slightly lower cholesterol than most other red meats.

department of culture

Traditional medicine
services Available
Traditional medicine services are now being overseen by
the Department of Culture. If you are interested in seeing
Keith Smith for traditional medicine services, he will be
available one Friday and Saturday, per month to see tribal
Citizens by appointment only. Appointments are taking
place in the Government Annex(formerly the Blue House),
58653 Sink Road, Dowagiac, MI.

Sept 10 & 11 Nov 12 & 13
Dec 10 & 11
Oct 8 & 9
All tribal citizens are welcome to schedule an appointment,
whether it will be your first time or you are returning for a
follow up. Please contact Nicole Holloway at the Department
of Culture at (269) 783-3513 (desk), (269) 783-6131 (cell)
or Nicole.Holloway@PokagonBand-nsn.gov, to schedule an
appointment or to inquire about the services provided.

**We honor patient confidentiality
**Due to COVID-19 and for the health and safety of our Citizens
and staff, a health questionnaire and body temperature of less than
100 degrees F will be required before each scheduled appointment.

gyankobjegémen

stay connected

pokagon.com
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Bozho Jiyak from the Pokegnek
Bodewadmik Ogitchedaw! Could
we start this summer over again,
I wasn’t ready… It’s great to see
everyone enjoying summer and
the amazing sites and sounds of
early fall. The Ogitchedaw are
staying healthy and positive as
we look forward to continuing
our community engagement in a safe and healthy manner.

If you would like to participate in any of these events, or
learn more about the Pokagon Band Ogitchedaw, please
send us an email. We would love to hear from you. Others
would like to hear your story. If you are
willing to share a little about yourself and
your journey, please let us know. We can get
your article and photo in the next newsletter.
As always, please send any questions
or comments to: Veterans.Chairman@
PokagonBand-nsn.gov.

We are still conducting our monthly meeting via Microsoft
Teams and would love to have more veterans join us on
these calls. Although we are separated geographically,
these calls provide a platform for comradery and
information sharing. If you are a Pokagon Veteran and
do not receive the email invitations for these meetings,
please send an email to the veterans’ chairman address
listed at the end of this article.
Last month we had the opportunity to participate in
the National Native Veterans Gathering in Wheaton, IL.
This annual gathering featured a variety of informational
sessions, a traditional pow-wow, and some great
networking. We graciously assisted with the South
Bend Four Winds Class III gaming compact ribbon
cutting ceremony. Although it’s not exciting news,
we also met with the sexton of the Silver Creek
cemetery and confirmed every Pokagon veteran has
a free burial plot in the cemetery. Of course, no one
wants you to use it right away, but it is there when
the time is right. Lastly, we conducted our annual
board member voting and would like to congratulate
Tom Wilson for taking on the role of Ogitchedaw
Treasurer for the next three years.
We do have some tentative events scheduled for the next two months.
Barring any COVID setbacks, we will be participating in the following:
• Huron Band one day Pow-Wow, September 18, open to Native
Americans and their families
• 68th Annual Chicago Pow-Wow, October 8–10, Schiller Woods, Chicago, IL
• Opening ceremony for Chicago Riverwalk artwork, October 11

September Moon Description

Ki gkéndan né Did you know?
The Neshnabé people at one time lived on the
Eastern seaboard along with other Algonquins
peaking tribes. Over 1,000 years ago, there was
a large migration along the St. Lawrence seaway
leading to the Great Lakes area. When the Neshnabék arrived back in
the Great Lakes Region, there were other tribes inhabiting the area, one
being the Mascouten. Thru interactions and intermarriage, we now have
different stories within our communities which can be attributed to this.

We measure months by the full moon. There are actually 13 full moons
in a calendar year, each one having something of significance during
that time. When we adapt them to the English calendar we use 12 moons
to fit. Please keep in mind that there are many teachings and variations
of these out there.
Mzhéwé Gizes – Elk Moon / September
After Nmégwzé Gizes (Lake Trout Moon), the St. Joseph Potawatomi
would move our villages back inland near the St. Joseph River. There
in September, we would start the hunt for mzhéwé (elk), thus the name
Mzhéwé Gizes (Elk Moon).
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Fiber Art Exhibit at Howard Park Features Candi Wesaw and All Women Artist Group
During the month of August the Howard Park Event Center
showcased its first artist series, “Entwined: Storytelling Through
Fiber Art” which showcased variations of fiber art, from arts and
crafts to large quilts, with a focus on women artists. The history
of fiber art can be found in a variety of cultures, from Native
American dress and the story told through dance, to African
Americans and their quilts celebrating freedom.
The temporary exhibit was free to the public from August 5
through August 28 and featured artists Helen Geglio, Krista
Hoefle, Annie Johnson, Marissa Wallace, and Pokagon Citizen
Candi Wesaw. Event sponsors included the Pokagon Band,
Community Foundation of St. Joseph County, and the
South Bend Museum of Art.

Candi Wesaw with Aaron Perri,
Executive Director, City of South Bend
Venues Parks & Arts.

The exhibit opened the evening
of August 5 with a private event
hosted by Aaron Perri, Executive
Director, City of South Bend
Venues Parks & Arts along with
Howard Park Manager, Danica
Kulemeka and Development
Director of South Bend Venues
Parks & Arts, Amy Roush. Marcus
Winchester, Director
of the Pokagon Band Department
of Culture was also asked to say
a few words and former Tribal
Chairman, Matthew Wesaw and
former Tribal Council Member
At Large, Gary Morseau were
also in attendance.

Candi Wesaw with Aaron Perri,
Executive Director, City of South Bend
Venues Parks & Arts.

Candi Wesaw

Historically, the weaving of plant
fibers, tree bark, and eventually
textiles was one of the many
activities they performed to make
clothes and other daily items to
sustain the people. By supporting
this event we hope to weave a better
From left to right: Gary Morseau, Candi Wesaw, Marcus Winchester, and Matthew Wesaw.
understanding of Potawatomi culture
in South Bend with our larger goal of empowering our citizens to maintain
Commenting on the exhibit, Howard Park Manger, Danica Kulemeka said,
traditional crafts into the future.”
“The artist series was started to support both local and regional artists, and
to have a big educational component to it, while being something completely
To learn more about this and upcoming art exhibits in the future, head over
different than what is already being offered in South Bend. It’s one way
to www.visithowardpark.com. A variety of additional educational opportunities
we are able to help bridge the gap between the importance of art and the
for the public will be available including a finger weave class, artist talk, history
community, and fiber art is just one of the many mediums in which I hope
of fiber art discussion, and more.
to highlight here at Howard Park.”
Venues Parks & Arts is a department in the City of South Bend that works to
Marcus Winchester, Director of the Pokagon Band’s Center of History and
create exceptional experiences and opportunities in the city. Its efforts focus in
Culture said, “Women are the backbone of Native American communities.
the areas of health and recreation, parks and conservation, and arts and culture.
Love and compassion goes into all of their labor on behalf of the people.
For more information about Venues Parks & Arts, visit www.sbvpa.org.

Mno-Bmadsen is the nongaming investment arm of the
Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians. We’ve created a
Pathways portal to provide tribal citizens with access to
tribal resources and tools to help them earn meaningful
employment within the Mno-Bmadsen family of companies
and their partners. The program provides resources and
opportunities for citizens entering or re-entering the workforce at any age in
professional services, manufacturing, construction, and real-estate.
We accept citizens of other tribes into the Pathways Program. With the
projects we have going on, any tribal construction workers who are interested
in working on our projects, can sign up through Pathways as a candidate at
www.mno-bmadsen.com/pathways-mno-bmadsen/. If you have any questions,
feel free to reach out to pathways@mno-bmadsen.com or call (574) 904-7575.

Andrews University Offers Two Scholarships
The Pokagon Band has partnered
with Andrews University to offer
two scholarships programs to
Pokagon Citizens. The Native
American Higher Education
Scholarship is available to students
currently enrolled at Andrews
University. The Enhanced Andrews
University–Native American
Higher Education Scholarship offers 100 percent free tuition to two eligible
students. For more information on the criteria for these scholarships and how
to apply, please contact Melody Page at (269) 471-3370.
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September Harvest Month: Cauliflower
Cauliflower is an annual plant grown
from seed in the species Brassica oleracea,
which also includes cabbage, brussel
sprouts, kale, broccoli, and collard greens.
Typically only the head is eaten. The
head is composed of a white inflorescence
meristem, also referred to as curd.

2021 Babysitting Course
Students learned about caring for
children, child development, fire
safety, safety in the home, and will
obtain CPR /first aid certifications
during the Baby Sitting Course.

Cauliflower is a cruciferous vegetable
that is naturally high in fiber and
B-vitamins. It provides antioxidants
and phytonutrients that may protect against cancer. It also contains fiber to
enhance weight loss and digestion, choline that is essential for learning and
memory, and many other important nutrients.

Learning how to use
Fire Extinguishers and
discipline children

When choosing cauliflower, select plants that are free of blemishes (such
as browning or wet spots) with densely packed florets, and even color. The
cauliflower head should feel heavy in your hand for its size.
Cauliflower comes in many vibrant colors. Commercially, white cauliflower
is the most common. You’ll also find purple, orange and lime green varieties
at the farmer’s market. Orange cauliflower is typically referred to as “cheddar.”
While it doesn’t really taste like cheese, it does contain 25 percent more
Vitamin A than the common white variety!
Tasty ways of eating cauliflower include cauliflower crust pizza
and cauliflower and cheese soup.
Easy Roasted Cauliflower Recipe
Prep time: 5 min
Cook time: 20-25 minutes
Estimated Cost: $3
Serves six as a side dish

pokégnek bodéwadmik health services

Ingredients:
• 1 medium head cauliflower (about 2 pounds)
• 1/4 cup extra virgin olive oil
• 1 1/2 tsp garlic powder
• 1/4 tsp crushed red pepper
• 2 tsp kosher salt
• 1/4 tsp pepper
Directions:

GIVE

BLOOD
SAVE LIFE

• Preheat oven to 450°F.
• Remove any green leaves attached to the cauliflower head.
• Cut the cauliflower into bite sized florets by first cutting the cauliflower in
half, removing the core and then separating florets with your hands or a
small knife.
• In a large bowl, toss the florets with the olive oil, garlic powder, red pepper
flakes, salt and pepper until all of the florets are coated in a small amount
of oil.
• Place oiled cauliflower florets in a single layer on a baking sheet and roast
until golden and tender, about 20 minutes.

Pokagon Health Services | Family Activity Center
Sept. 16 | 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
COVID-19 antibody testing is now part of our normal
disease panel screening for all successful donations.

Sign up at donate.michigan.versiti.org/donor/auth/signin
or contact Elizabeth Leffler at (269) 462- 4406
or Elizabeth.Leffler@PokagonBand-nsn.gov.

gyankobjegémen

stay connected

pokagon.com
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Perinatal Mood and Anxiety Disorder (PMAD)
Many have heard of postpartum depression, but you’ve probably not heard about
pregnancy and post-partum anxiety. Anxiety that occurs during pregnancy is
actually more common than depression and just as common as depression after
your baby is born. Even though you might not hear a lot about anxiety during
and after pregnancy you are not alone as many women suffer from anxiety while
pregnant or following the birth of a child. About one-third of all women suffer
from anxiety around or after their pregnancy.
Symptoms include:
• Constant or near constant worry that can’t be eased
• Feelings of dread about things you fear will happen
• Sleep disruption
• Racing thoughts
• Fatigue
• Hyperventilation
• Sweating
• Shaking or trembling

REQUIREMENTS:

Baird oﬀers services in:
•
•
•
•

Private Wealth Management
Asset Management
Investment Banking/Capital Markets
Private Equity Services

A $5,000 scholarship will be issued to the
student directly for tui�on and other school
related expenses.

In Partnership with the
Pathways Program

Treatment for PMAD includes first getting properly diagnosed. Therapy is the
number one treatment to help with PMAD. Talking with a therapist or counselor
can help you to find coping strategies. Some activities can help such
as exercise, mindfulness, and relaxation techniques.

Baby blues (a feeling of sadness) are common and occur within the first few
days to a week after birth. This should not last for more than a couple weeks.
If these feelings are lingering on, please reach out to your provider to receive
resources that can help you to start feeling better.

• Nausea or vomiting

For 100 years, Baird has been a privately held
trusted financial partner across many market
cycles and genera�ons.

What we do know is that if PMAD goes untreated it can affect a mother’s bond
with her baby. The nice thing is that there is treatment.

With the right treatment, you can recover from PMAD and bond with your
sweet little one. You may be tempted to put off treatment due to thinking it
will go away on its own, but the truth is, anxiety can snowball quickly rather
than resolve on its own.

• Heart palpitations

SCHOLARSHIP &
INTERNSHIP
OPPORTUNITY

A new baby, especially your first can easily trigger
worry. Many things you read that say use with
caution or warnings of sudden infant death
syndrome (SIDS) also can add to more worry.
Hormones can also be a cause of anxiety. There
are things about Perinatal Mood and Anxiety
Disorder (PMAD) that we don’t know, and all of
the causes is one of them.

• Pokagon Ci�zen Entering
Sophomore or Junior Year
of College
• Cumula�ve College Grade
Point Average of 2.5 or
Higher
• Has an Interest in
Business and/or
Finance

POTAWATOMI
ECONOMIC
GATHERING
Sustainably Growing
Small Businesses to
Support the Tribal
Economy

Submit your applicaƟon
to Pathways at:
Pathways@Mno-Bmadsen.com
If you have any ques�ons
regarding the scholarship,
contact Heather Farver at
(269) 487-9131
ApplicaƟons can be found at:
hƩps://mno-bmadsen.com/
pathways-mno-bmadsen/
Deadline: October 17th 2021

Photo by Clyde Brazie Jr.
MichiganNativePhotography.smugmug.com

BUSINESS FINANCIALS
For Current Small Business Owners
Understanding How Financials Tell Your Story
Thursday, Sept. 30, 2021 4PM - 6PM EST
Free virtual training. Register at
PotawatomiEconomicGathering.com
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For Office Use Only
Received by (initials)/Date:
______________________
Elder Status Verified By
(initials): _______________

May 1, 2021 through October 31, 2021

LAWN MOWING REIMBURSEMENT APPLICATION FORM
Name: ________________________ Address: ____________________________________
City: ________________________State& Zip Code: ______________________________
Phone No: ____________________ Tribal ID: _________________
THIRD-PARTY LAWN MOWING SERVICE PROVIDER INFORMATION
Name: _______________________ Address: _____________________________________
City: _________________________ State & Zip Code: _____________________________
Phone No: ____________________ Business Name: ____________________
Pokagon Band Elders anywhere in the U.S may be reimbursed for lawn mowing services provided to their
residence by third-party service providers. The maximum reimbursement an Elder may receive over the entire
season is $200 per household.
You are responsible for finding your own third-party mowing service provider. You will not be reimbursed if
you are the person who mowed your own lawn. Except for those residing at Phase ll (Rent to Own), those
residing at Pokagon Band Housing are ineligible for reimbursement, as the Pokagon Band already provides
lawncare services.
To be eligible for reimbursement, you must complete and return this application along with invoice(s) or
receipt(s) from the third-party service provider. We may contact your service provider for verification.
Incomplete applications, applications without invoice(s)/receipt(s), and applications received after November
15, 2021 will not be processed. Reimbursements will be paid until annual budget funds are exhausted.
Applicant must be age 55+ at the date(s) of service.
The completed application with accompanying invoice(s)/receipt(s) must be returned to:
Elders Council/P.O. Box 180 Dowagiac Michigan 49047
Any questions call Elders Hall, (800) 859-2717 or (269) 782-0765
By my signing below, I certify that all information provided on this application is true/correct.
Signature of Applicant: _________________________________ Date: __________________
Print Name: _________________________________
Created 4/13/2021

28
Chicken Patties
Baked Chips
Cottage Cheese
Fruit Cocktail

27

Stuffed Pepper Soup

Chicken Salad Sandwich

Pears

Yogurt

Salad

Peaches

Tortilla Chips

Broccoli Salad

Black Bean Medley

Smokey Applewood Salmon

30

Cottage Cheese

Quinoa

Black Bean Medley

Please call the day before if
you would like to pick up a meal
(269) 782-0765. Meals are
subject to change. Please stay
in your vehicle and we will bring
your food out to you.

Salad

Baked Beans

Baked Chips

BBQ Pulled Pork

24

23
Italian Rustic Cod

Fruit Cocktail

Salad

Roasted Peppers

Salad

Cottage Cheese

Mixed Vegetables

E l d ers l unc h men u

Black Bean Quinoa Bowl

29

Pears

Yogurt

Salad

Chicken Wrap
Avocados

Closed in Observance
of Sovereignty Day

22

Broccoli Salad

Quinoa

Green Beans

Peaches

Turkey Sandwich

Vegetable Soup

20

21

Nutrigrain Bars

Pears

Yogurt

Cereal

Italian Beef w/ Au Jus

Egg Salad Sandwich

Chipotle Lime Tilapia

Stuffed Green Peppers

Breakfast Wrap

Chicken Noodle Soup

15

17

Salad

16

Quinoa

French Style Green Beans

14

Salad

Fruit Cocktail

Brussels Sprouts

Beef & Noodles

13

Cornbread

Cottage Cheese

Tortilla Crusted Tilapia

10

Peaches

Chili with Buffalo Meat

Bean Soup

9

Salad

Avocados

8

Quinoa

Cottage Cheese

Tomato Salad

Closed in Observance
of Labor Day

7

FRIDAY

Salisbury Steak
Spinach

Tacos W/ Black Beans

Turkey Wrap

3

Salad

2

THURSDAY

1

WEDNESDAY

Yogurt

6

TUESDAY

september

MONDAY

SE PTE MBE R 2021
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Tribal Council September Calendar of Events
Stay connected. Check Pokagon.com for the lastest information.
2 Tribal Council Special Session, TBA, 10 a.m.
6 Tribal Government Offices Closed
in Observance of Labor Day
7 Gaming Authority, TBA, 10 a.m.
11 Tribal Citizen Saturday Meeting, Community
Center, Limited to 30 Citizens, 10 a.m.
13 Tribal Council Special Session, TBA, 10 a.m.
14 Gaming Authority, TBA, 10 a.m.
16 Tribal Council Special Session, TBA, 10 a.m.
20 Tribal Council Special Session, TBA, 10 a.m.
21 Gaming Authority, TBA, 10 a.m.
23 Tribal Council Special Session, TBA, 10 a.m.
27 Tribal Council Special Session, TBA, 10 a.m.
28 Gaming Authority, TBA, 10 a.m.
30 Tribal Council Special Session, TBA, 10 a.m.

Please check the website, www.PokagonBand-nsn.gov,
or call (888) 782 -2426 before attending to confirm that
a meeting has not been cancelled.

Per Capita Important Dates
DEADLINE TO RECEIVE
CHANGES/UPDATES/
ADDITIONS

CHECKS MAILED OUT ON

CHECK DATE
DIRECT DEPOSITS
IN ACCOUNTS

Wednesday, September 15

Wednesday, September 29

Thursday, September 30

Friday, October 15

Thursday, October 28

Friday, October 29

Monday, November 15

Tuesday, November 23

Wednesday, November 24

Wednesday, December 15

Wednesday, December 29

Thursday, December 30

* Please note the November deadline for changes is November 8. This is due
to time limitations on all the events that occur at this time of the year.

Per Capita News
The Enrollment Office needs the following individuals to update their addresses.
If there is an X in the column(s) by your name, you have either a Christmas
check and/or per capita payments due to you. Please contact the Enrollment
Office at (269) 782-1763 or the Finance Department at (269) 462-4209.
NAME

Tribal Council October Calendar of Events
Stay connected. Check Pokagon.com for the lastest information.
4 Tribal Council Special Session, TBA, 10 a.m.
5 Gaming Authority, TBA, 10 a.m.
7 Tribal Council Special Session, TBA, 10 a.m.
9 Tribal Citizen Saturday Meeting, Community
Center, Limited to 30 Citizens, 10 a.m.
11 Tribal Council Special Session, TBA, 10 a.m.
12 Gaming Authority, TBA, 10 a.m.
18 Tribal Council Special Session, TBA, 10 a.m.
19 Gaming Authority, TBA, 10 a.m.
21 Tribal Council Special Session, TBA, 10 a.m.
25 Tribal Council Special Session, TBA, 10 a.m.
26 Gaming Authority, TBA, 10 a.m.
28 Tribal Council Special Session, TBA, 10 a.m.

Please check the website, www.PokagonBand-nsn.gov,
or call (888) 782 -2426 before attending to confirm that
a meeting has not been cancelled.

CHRISTMAS 2019

MONTHLY PER CAP

Bobby M. Haynes

X

Angeline Case

X

Scott A. Brewer Jr.

X

Joseph Trudeau II

X

Brett Gibson

X

You can update your address on the PokagonBand-nsn.gov website under Citizens >
Enrollment or phone (269) 782 -1763 for an address form by mail.

Open Positions Available
The following open positions are still available and listed in alphabetical order.
Please refer to the Pokagon website or the Legislative Edition to read the position
descriptions, qualifications and details on how to apply.

Elders Council Calendar of Events
Stay connected. Check Pokagon.com for the lastest information.

Elders Council September Calendar of Events
8 Meeting, Call (586) 250-2691,
ID Number 550 160 84#, 10 a.m.
22 Meeting, Call (586) 250-2691,
ID Number 191 195 870#, 10 a.m.

• Alternate Positions Pokagon
Band Land Use Board
• Alternate Position Traditions
and Repatriations Committee
• Ethics Board
• Food Sovereignty Committee
• Ggaténmamen Gdankobthegnanêk
Pow Wow Committee
• Health Care Advisory Board
• Kee-Boon-Mein-Kaa Pow
Wow Committee

• Mno-Bmadsen Board Director
• Pokagon Bode'wadmik
Ogitchedaw Board
• Pokagon Rights Board
• Representations Outreach Board
• Salary Commission
• Tribal Art Review Committee

v
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Tribal Council Directory
(888) 376-9988 toll free or (269) 782-6323 office
CHAIRWOMAN

MEMBER AT LARGE

MEMBER AT LARGE

Rebecca Richards
(269) 519-0150
Rebecca.Richards@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

Alex Wesaw
(269) 462-1170
Alex.Wesaw@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

Steve Winchester
(269) 591-0119
Steve.Winchester@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

VICE CHAIR

MEMBER AT LARGE

MEMBER AT LARGE

Andrew Bennett
(269) 479-6224
Andrew.Bennett@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

Brandon Rapp
(269) 519-0334
Brandon.Rapp@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

TREASURER

MEMBER AT LARGE

John Morseau
(269) 519-0954
John.Morseau@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

ELDERS REPRESENTATIVE

Anita Morales
(269) 479-6285
Anita.Morales@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

SECRETARY

Barbara Ann Warren
(269) 519-6058
Barbara.Warren@PokagonBand-nsn.gov
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

MEMBER AT LARGE

Sam Morseau
(269) 519-0799
Sam.Morseau@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

Mark Topash
(269) 519-6200
Mark.Topash@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

Mark Parrish
(269) 479-6283
Mark.Parrish@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

Melissa Rodriguez
(269) 462-4203 desk
(269) 591-9521 cell
Melissa.Rodriguez@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

Elders Council Directory
Elders Hall (800) 859-2717 toll free or (269) 782-0765 office
CHAIR

SECRETARY

MEMBER AT LARGE

Judy Winchester
(269) 462-1578
Judy.Winchester@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

Judy Augusta
(269) 783-6304
Judy.Augusta@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

Cathy Ford
(269) 783-9380
Cathy.Ford@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

VICE CHAIR

TREASURER

Julie Dye
(269) 462-1004
Julie.Dye@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

Vacant

Directory of Services
ADMINISTRATION

ELDERS PROGRAM

HUMAN RESOURCES

SOUTH BEND AREA OFFICE

58620 Sink Road
Dowagiac, Michigan 49047
(269) 782-8998 office
(888) 281-1111 toll free

53237 Townhall Road
(269) 782-0765 office
(800) 859-2717 toll free
(269) 782-1696 fax

58620 Sink Road
(269) 782-8998 office
(269) 782-4253 fax

CENTER OF HISTORY
& CULTURE

ELECTIONS

58620 Sink Road
(269) 782-8998 office
(800) 517-0777 toll free
(269) 782-6882 fax

3733 Locust Street
South Bend, Indiana 46614
(574) 282-2638 office
(800) 737-9223 toll free
(574) 282-2974 fax

59291 Indian Lake Road
(269) 462-4325

58620 Sink Road
(269) 782-9475 office
(888) 782-9475 toll free

COMMODITIES

ENROLLMENT

(269) 782-3372 office
(888) 281-1111 toll free
(269) 782-7814 fax

58620 Sink Road
(269) 782-1763 office
(269) 782-1964 fax

COMMUNICATIONS

FACILITIES

58620 Sink Road
(269) 782-8998

57824 East Pokagon Trail
(269) 783-0443 office
(269) 783-0452 fax

COMPLIANCE

58620 Sink Road
(269) 782-8998
CHI ISHOBAK

27043 Potawatomi Trail
(269) 783-4157
EDUCATION

58620 Sink Road
(269) 782-0887 office
(888) 330-1234 toll free
(269) 782-0985 fax

FINANCE

58620 Sink Road
(269) 782-8998 office
(800) 517-0777 toll free
(269) 782-1028 fax
HOUSING & COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT

57824 East Pokagon Trail
(269) 783-0443 office
(269) 783-0452 fax

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

LANGUAGE

58620 Sink Road
(269) 462-4255
MNO -BMADSEN

415 East Prairie Ronde Street
(269) 783-4111

TRIBAL COUNCIL

58620 Sink Road
(269) 782-6323 office
(888) 376-9988 toll free
(269) 782-9625 fax
TRIBAL COURT

58620 Sink Road
(269) 783-0505 office
(269) 783-0519 fax
TRIBAL POLICE

32142 Edwards Street
(269) 782-9602 office
(269) 782-1817 fax

58620 Sink Road
(269) 782-2232 office
(866) 399-0161 toll free
(269) 782-7988 fax

POKAGON HEALTH SERVICES

ZAGBËGON

58620 Sink Road
(269) 782-4141 office
(888) 440-1234 toll free

58620 Sink Road
(269) 783-2469 office
(269) 782-8680 fax

NATURAL RESOURCES

SOCIAL SERVICES

58620 Sink Road
(269) 782-8998 office
(800) 517-0777 toll free
(269) 782-4295 fax

MZ H É WÉ GI Z ES

Citizen Announcements

pokégnek bodéwadmik department of language

Do you want
to know how
to read the
signage on
our properties
and understand
what they mean?

Are you
interested
in learning
how to
introduce
yourself
in our
language?

E LK MO ON

pokégnek bodéwadmik department of language

Bozho :)

Are you
curious about
what people
are saying in
Potawatomi before
their presentations
or at council
meetings?

If you answered yes
to any of these questions, then register
for our six week online beginner course!

Advanced Potawatomi
Virtual Language Class

Beginner Potawatomi Virtual class

WITH CARLA COLLINS VIA MICROSOFT TEAMS

WITH KYLE MALOTT VIA MICROSOFT TEAMS

September 7 – October 12
TUESDAYS FROM 5:30 P.M. - 6:30 P.M.

August 9 – September 27

Registration open to the first 15 confirmed students
To register, email Carla Collins at Carla.Collins@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

Class size is limited to 25 participants. To sign up, contact
Kyle Malott at Kyle.Malott@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

MONDAYS AT 5:30 P.M. – 6:30 P.M.

gyankobjegémen

gyankobjegémen

pokagon.com

pokagon.com

stay connected

stay connected

pokégnek bodéwadmik center of history & culture
department of social services

Kë Pkëbthegémen

Celebrating Resilience,
Building Safe Communities Virtual Discussion

LET’S PICK THINGS - HARVESTING ACTIVITY
Join the Center of History & Culture
and walk the Pokagon properties while
identifying plants that can be used for
food and medicine, or event plants and
trees that can be used to make things like
cordage. Learn how to harvest, clean, store,
and in some cases cook in-season plants.

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 16 • 10:00 A.M. – 5:30 P.M. • MICROSOFT TEAMS

Join the Department of Social Services for a virtual all-day discussion on
how trauma and violence impact our communities, especially our men, boys,
and our LGBTQ+ and Two-Spirit relatives. Speakers for the event include:

Lenny Hayes, Sisseton-Wahpeton Oyate, Tate Topa Consulting

Morel

Hali McKelvie, Sault Ste. Marie Band of Chippewa Indians
Jeremy Nevilles-Sorell, White Earth Nation/Winnebago

This discussion is open to Tribal community members as well as professionals
working in the human services fields, especially Victim Services, Child and
Adult Protection, Education, Health, Behavior Health, Addiction, and Education.
Please note that some of the topics discussed are personal and of a sensitive
nature, and may not be appropriate for all audiences. Some
of the topics may be triggering for some participants.
Please take care of yourselves during the discussion.
Feel free to step away when needed, or contact a staff
member from Pokagon Band Victim Services if you
need to talk privately at any point during the discussion.

Milkweed

For more information or to register, please contact
Samantha Hickok at (269) 462-4442 or
Samantha.Hickok@pokagonband-nsn.gov

Sunday, September 12
Leeks

This project was supported by Grant No. 2018-TWAX-0008 awarded by the Office on Violence Against
Women, U.S Department of Justice. The opinions,
findings, conclusions, and recommendations
expressed in this publication/program/exhibition
are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily
reflect the views of the U.S Department of Justice.

We will provide the basic tools needed
to harvest. Please dress for the outdoors.
Masks and social distancing will be
required. You will be asked to complete
a health assessment before
participating. RSVP will be required
and limited space is available for
the safety of our participating
citizens and team members.
s
d
o
Our traditions tell us not to
o
of the W
n
e
k
harvest
in the rain, so cancellations
ic
h
C
due to weather are possible. Please call,
text, or email Nicole Holloway to RSVP.

Bergamot

Jonel Beauvais, Akwesasne Mohawk

gyankobjegémen

stay connected

pokagon.com

Meet at the Center of History & Culture
in the parking lot at 1 p.m.

Please contact Nicole Holloway at (269) 783-3513 (desk),
(269) 783-6131 (cell) or Nicole.Holloway@PokagonBand-nsn.gov
for more information or to check for cancellations.

gyankobjegémen

stay connected

pokagon.com

