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Zagbëgon First Week of the School Year 2021 By Donald Sumners
I never thought I’d be at Zagbëgon Academy (tribal preschool) working with
our children teaching Bodéwadmi (Potawatomi) culture and traditions. On
Tuesday, September 7, 2021 the first day classes resumed after the big COVID-19
Pandemic of 2020. It was filled with the return of all the smiling faces of
tomorrow’s future leaders, young children.
Zagbëgon Academy’s teaching philosophy blends
traditional Bodéwadmi language and culture
throughout its curriculum that reaches every aspect
of children’s learning. The day started off with each
class learning some of the basics of traditional lodge
teachings i.e. introductions, smudging, and offering
sema (tobacco), utilizing Bodéwadmi language.

It’s only been a week and they are already learning to introduce themselves as
they enter the lodge by using “Bozho (Bodéwadmi for hello), name nde zhnëkas,”
(Bodéwadmi for “I am called). These Penothésêk “little children” have special
gifts that are more than welcomed and always appreciated each and every day.
There are many activities and events scheduled
for the 2021-22 school year and I encourage each
and every parent, family, and friend to attend and
support their child’s learning. I am learning from
the children as much, if not more, than they are
from me. Although, I never thought I would be
here in this capacity, I am glad that I am.
Please turn to page 14
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Chairwoman’s Corner
Bozho!

The Language Department Changes Name
to Ėthë Bodwéwadmimwat

I hope this letter finds you and your family
doing well! By the time you receive this
newsletter we will have celebrated our
27th anniversary of being federally restored.
I know many of you look forward to the
Tribe hosting a celebration of our Sovereignty
Day. However, after we held our 25th year
celebration, the Tribal Council at that time
decided going forward to host celebrations
in 5-year intervals. Therefore, we will have
a 30th anniversary celebration gathering in
2024. Also look for all of the Sovereignty Day content in this issue!

Putting Our Sound Where Our Name Is:

October is Domestic Violence Awareness (DVAM) month. DVAM was launched
nationwide in October 1997 as a way to connect and unite individuals and
organizations working on domestic violence issues, while also raising awareness
for this serious problem. Over the past 30+ years, much progress has been made
to support domestic violence victims and survivors, to hold abusers accountable,
and to create and update legislation to further those goals. Our Social Services
Department has events scheduled this month. Please see their article in this
newsletter for more detail on how to get involved and show your support.

The mission of Ėthë Bodwéwadmimwat is to address the current stage of
our Bodwéwadmimwen through the processes of conservation, documentation
and normalization of our written language and verbal sound.

Please don’t forget about the Vaccine Incentive Program! The best way to stay
protected against COVID is by getting vaccinated. We encourage all citizens
ages 12 and up, along with their family members to get vaccinated! Tribal
Council has approved a Vaccine Incentive Program for all citizens to receive
a $500 payment once you complete all doses by December 31st! The forms
can be found on the Pokagon Band website at www.PokagonBand.formstack.
com/forms/vaccine_incentive_program. Please submit your completed form
with proof of vaccination to receive your $500. Again, this is for citizens only,
ages 12 and up.
Flu season is also upon us! If you would like to get a Flu Shot, please call
(269) 692-5812 to schedule your Flu Shot at PHS.
In closing, I would like to say that having the privilege to be your Tribal
Chairwoman is a tremendous honor! I know I have very large shoes to fill
of those leaders who have gone before me. I feel our Tribal Council is coming
together and learning to work well with each other. I value the opinions of
every Council Member and feel they should be heard! We are working
collectively as a group to accomplish the business of the government and
gaming operations, while always keeping the citizen’s best interest in mind!
Our monthly citizen meetings held the second Saturday of every month
are now in person at the Community Center for those who can attend.
If you have questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to reach out to
me or any of the Tribal Council.
Migwetth,
Rebecca Richards

Rebecca Richards
Tribal Chairwoman

Ėthë Bodwéwadmimwat – The place where they speak Bodwéwadmimwen.
Formerly, the place where the Potawatomi language was spoken and advocated
for was known generically as the Language Department. Changing our
department title from English to Bodwéwadmimwen allows us to embody
our responsibility to surround ourselves with our language in all of its forms:
Audible, Visual, and Written.
We strive for a day when every written word is in our Bodwéwadmimwen.
Each word translated, is a step closer toward this goal.
Ėthë Bodwéwadmimwat Mission Statement

The identified stages of Bodwéwadmimwen, as identified by Ėthë
Bodwéwadmimwat, is that of preservation and revitalization.
You can hear the pronunciation of our new department
title by visiting www.wiwkebthegen.com or scanning
this QR Code with your cell phone camera and clicking
the generated hyperlink.
Ėthë Bodwéwadmimwat Values
Preservation – the act, process, or result of preserving something: such
as the act of keeping something in its original state or in good condition;
the act of keeping something safe from harm or loss.
Revitalization – the act of imbuing something with new life and vitality.
Conservation – the act of protecting and repairing of archaeological,
historical, and cultural resources.
Documentation – the process of maintaining written/audio Bodwéwadmimwen
material that provides official information, evidence or that serves as a record.
Normalization – the process of bringing or returning something to a normal
condition or state.

Seven Generations Architecture + Engineering
Named Finalist in AIA Film Challenge
The staff of the Pokagon
Band’s Seven Generations
Architecture + Engineering
created a short film titled,
“Sacred Justice” which
explores the importance
of the Tribal peacemaking process and the design of equitable spaces that sustain
Native culture, wellness, and resiliency. The film includes commentary from
Chief Judge Michael Petoskey and Senior Project Manager, Scott Winchester,
and takes a look at the creation of the Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Court and
Peacemaking Center. Sacred Justice is a finalist for a People’s Choice Award as
part of the American Institute of Architects (AIA) Film Challenge. Please visit
the link below to watch a clip and login to vote for the film!
www.aiafilmchallenge.org/2021-aia-film-challenge/?contest=video-detail
&video_id=3143
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Sovereignty Day, Tuesday, September 21 By Marcus Winchester
Sovereignty. What is it? Specifically, what is Tribal Sovereignty?
A quick google search tells us that sovereignty is, “Supreme power or authority.
The authority of a state to govern itself or another state. A self-governing state.”
How and why does a tribe uphold sovereignty? Specifically, how and why does
the Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians uphold sovereignty?
On September 21st 1994, President Bill Clinton reaffirmed our legal and
political status as a Federally Recognized Tribal Nation. By doing so the United
States of America recognized that we, the Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians,
have been governing our domestic and international affairs separate from other
nations in the world since time immemorial. On September 21 1994,
we reaffirmed our ancestors legacies of adaptation, ingenuity, resiliency,
and prosperity. However, it is important to note that the United States
reaffirmed what we already knew. We existed as the Bodewadmi long
before the United States, and we will continue to be the Bodewadmi
long after the United States.
The heart of our existence as a tribal nation, the Pokagon Band of
Potawatomi Indians, is the self-driven compassion to take care of
one another and on our own terms. Those terms were given to us
by our ancestors, and those terms are the teachings of our Bodewadmi
culture. Without our Bodewadmi culture to distinguish our interests
and affairs from the rest of the United States, what reason do they
have to recognize our sovereignty?
The Bodewadmi culture was given to our ancestors by Mamogosnan,
the Father of us all. Although it was given to us, it does not belong to
us. Our culture, and therefore our sovereignty, belongs to our future
generations; the ones who are not here yet. Our sovereignty is upheld
today, for our future, by the foundation of our past.
What does sovereignty mean to you? How will you uphold sovereignty into
the future for your children’s children, and their children after them? What
can you do to ensure that the Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians never
have to fight for their sovereignty again?

What does Sovereignty Day mean to us?
"Sovereignty Day to me, is a day the signifies what
we as Bodewadmi already knew. That we were and
still are, a community that governs itself. Sovereignty
and self-governance of our tribe predates the U.S.
Government. We, as a collective body, make decisions
in regards to the safety, health, and welfare of our
Tribal members,and governing our land, air and waters.
The recognition by the U.S. Government acknowledged
our Tribes existence as a Nation and the ability to
govern itself, and so we recognize the work and commitment of our ancestors and
relatives that worked to get our reaffirmation on September 21,1994."
by Rebecca Williams
"Sovereignty Day has a lot of meaning, but to
me, Sovereignty Day means a day to celebrate and
remember all the hard work & sacrifices that our
ancestors worked towards in order to have a better
future for their people. Without that hard work,
we would no be in the position that we are today
and it is important to remember that & to provide
an even better place for the next generation."
by Kyle Malott

"Growing up I always knew who I was. My father was
a proud Potawatomi man. I truly feel a calling to work
for my tribe and give back to the Pokagon Citizens I
am part of. This is what our Sovereignty is about,
taking care of our community. I am proud to be a part
of something much bigger than myself. It is always a
great day to be Pokagon! Happy Sovereignty Day!"
by Angela Lianez
"Our sovereignty is our right to be our own nation and be who we always
have been. I plan to serve and protect our citizens and our youth to ensure
our future and our sovereignty for the generations that will follow."
by Eric Shaer
"On this day, it’s not only a celebration of our sovereignty but also a reminder
of what our ancestors have endured and fought for. Sovereignty Day is a
reminder of our peoples past, a reflection on our current day and hopes for
a prosperous future. I envision my grama and her sisters all sitting in their
little circle talking. What would they say? I can only hope that they’re smiling
down and guiding us to a brighter tomorrow."
by Sarah Gideon
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Pokagon Government Departments Update Appointment and Walk-in Visit Guidelines
In light of the recent increase in COVID-19 cases due to the Delta variant
and following recommendations of the Health Task Force, Tribal Council
approved Resolution No. 21-09-02-01 on Thursday, September 2 to help
protect the health, safety and general welfare of our citizens and team
members. As a result some Pokagon Government Departments will require
you to schedule an appointment for in-person visits, while others will maintain
walk-in hours. Please use the following guidelines when contacting each
Department for assistance.
Administration
Contact Number (269) 782-8998
Walk-ins between 8 a.m. – 5 p.m. on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Friday
South Bend Government Office
Contact Number (574) 282-2638
Walk-ins between 9 a.m. – 12 p.m. and 1 p.m. – 4 p.m. on Thursday
Center of History & Culture
Contact Number (269) 462-4325
Walk-ins between 8 a.m. – 12 p.m. and 1 p.m. – 5 p.m. on Monday – Friday
Communications
Contact Number (269) 462-4284
Walk-ins between 8 a.m. – 5 p.m. on Monday – Friday

DNR
Call (269) 782-9602 to schedule an appointment. Walk-ins are accepted
when a team member is on-site. Licenses and permits can be mailed or emailed
to citizens, please email requests to PokagonDNR@PokagonBand-nsn.gov
Education
Call (269) 782-0887 to schedule an appointment. Education assistance
forms are located in Administration Building’s entryway or www.Pokagon
Band-nsn.gov/Government/Departments/Education. Drop off completed
forms in the Education dropbox in the Administration Building, email to
EDU@PokagonBand-nsn.gov and DOE.HEAP@PokagonBand-nsn.gov
(higher education), mail to 58620 Sink Road, Dowagiac, MI 49047, or
fax (269) 782-0985.
Enrollment & Election
Call (269) 782-1763 to schedule an appointment.
Please visit the enrollment page on www.Pokagon.com to update
information and upload files.
Facilities
Contact Number (269) 462-4246
Walk-ins between 8 a.m. – 5 p.m. on Monday – Friday
Finance
Call (269) 782-8998 to schedule an appointment. The per cap hotline is
(269) 462-4209. Please email request or schedule a Per cap appointment
to Jenice.Cloud@PokagonBand-nsn.gov.

pokégnek bodéwadmik education + social services
center of history & culture

Harvest Day

Traditional medicine
services Available

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 2 | 10 A.M.- 1 P.M.
Dowagiac Middle School

The Early Childhood Education
program and the Domestic Violence
program welcome Citizens to a day
of family fun, including crafts,
activities, raffles and more!
We will close out with a Costume Contest!

Wear your best costume for
a chance to win a prize!

Domestic violence education and awareness
will also be offered to participants at this event.
For more information, contact Autumn Carlson at (269) 462-4327
or Casey Kasper-Welles at (269) 462-4324

To ensure safety of all, participants
are encouraged to observe precautionary
measures such as wearing masks and physical
distancing, regardless of vaccination status.
*Event may be canceled at any time due to
COVID safety precautions.

gyankobjegémen

stay connected

pokagon.com

Due to Fasting Camp, Keith Smith (Traditional Medicine Services)
schedule for seeing clients has changed. Keith will be available to
see clients on the following dates and times in October.

Thursday, October 28
11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Friday, October 29
11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Saturday, October 30
11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
All tribal citizens are welcome to schedule an appointment,
whether it will be your first time or you are returning for a
follow up. Please contact Nicole Holloway at the Center of
History & Culture at (269) 783-3513 (desk), (269) 783-6131
(cell) or Nicole.Holloway@PokagonBand-nsn.gov, to schedule
an appointment or to inquire about the services provided.

**We honor patient confidentiality
**Due to COVID-19 and for the health and safety of our Citizens
and staff, a health questionnaire and body temperature of less than
100 degrees F will be required before each scheduled appointment.

gyankobjegémen

stay connected

pokagon.com
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Health Services
Call (269) 782-4141 to schedule an appointment. Please use the following
numbers and contacts to make an appointment:

Tribal Council
Contact Number (269) 782-6323
Walk-ins between 8 a.m. – 5 p.m. on Monday – Friday

Clinic, Dental Clinic, Behavioral Health, Community Outreach, Purchase/
Referred Care, Respiratory Clinic and Transportation Services
Call (269) 782-4141 to schedule an appointment.

Tribal Court
Contact Number (269) 783-0505
Walk-ins between 8 a.m. – 5 p.m. on Monday – Friday
Call to schedule a notary services appointment to ensure the notary is
on-site. The Court is holding hearings by three methods: phone, video
conference, and in-person as necessary based on the circumstances of
the case and/or limited phone/internet access while conforming to the
Pokagon Band COVID-19 requirements.

Pharmacy
Contact Number (269) 782-4570
Walk-ins between 8 a.m. – 5 p.m. on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday
and between 8 a.m. – 6 p.m. on Thursday
Wellness Center
Contact Number (269) 462-4290
Walk-ins between 8 a.m. – 4 p.m. on Monday, Wednesday, Friday and
between 6 a.m. – 2 p.m. on Tuesday, Thursday
Vaccines
Call (269) 692-5812 to schedule an appointment.
Optical
Call (269) 783-2477 to schedule an appointment.
Housing and Community Development
Contact Number (269) 783-0443
Walk-ins between 8 a.m. – 12 p.m. and 1 p.m. – 5 p.m.
The front desk can assist citizens with rental payments, pick up and drop off
documents, complete a maintenance work order, and make copies of housing
documents. Call (269) 783-0443 for phone-in payments. Call (269) 783-0443
to schedule an appointment with a specific team member. Please use the secure
drop box for after-hours payment and document drop off.
Human Resources
Call (269) 462-4266 or (269) 462-4337 to schedule an appointment.
Walk-ins between 9 a.m. – 12 p.m. and 1 p.m. – 5 p.m. on Monday – Friday.
There may be a delay due to schedule availability.
IT
Call (269) 462-4269 to schedule an appointment.

Tribal Police
Contact Number (269) 782-2232
Walk-ins between 8 a.m. – 5 p.m. on Monday – Friday
Zagbëgon
Contact Number (269) 783-2469
Walk-ins between 8 a.m. – 4 p.m. on Monday – Thursday.
Call (269) 783-2469 to schedule an appointment on Friday.
Please visit www.Pokagon.com and use the serch term "guidelines"
for the lastest information.

pokégnek bodéwadmik department of social services

Virtual
Tuesdays October 5 + 19 | 6 P.M. | Microsoft Teams

Language
Call (269) 783-3168 to schedule an appointment. Email programming
requests to Rhonda.Purcell@PokagonBand-nsn.gov.
Social Services
Please use the following numbers and contacts to schedule an appointment:
Social Services
Contact Number (269) 782-4300, Michele Winchester
Commodities
Contact Number (269) 782-3372, Mike Finney
Emergency Food Program
Contact Number (269) 782-3372
Walk-ins between 8 a.m. – 5 p.m. on Monday – Friday.
Please call the Commodities number upon arrival and remain
in the vehicle. Items will be brought out.
Elders Hall
Contact Number (269) 782-0765, Michelle Thompson
On a limited basis elder’s meals can be picked up. Please call the
Elders Hall to make arrangements.
Tribal Citizens can drop items off in mailboxes located in the building’s
entryway for Social Services, Commodities, and Elders Hall.

Join the Department of Social Services for a virtual quilting class with Julie Farver. Pre-cut
quilting kits will be provided to participants (fabric, batting, thread). Participants must
have some experience sewing and must have their own sewing machine and notions
(scissors, pins, etc.). This project will be completed between two class periods,
so attendance at both is strongly recommended. The class is limited to the first
15 participants to sign up. The registration to sign up is Friday, October 1.
gyankobjegémen
stay connected
Kits can be picked up on Monday, October 4 at Social Services.
For questions or to register, contact Casey Kasper-Welles at
(269) 462-4324 or Casey.Kasper-Welles@PokagonBand-nsn.gov.

pokagon.com
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Love Should Not Hurt
October is Domestic Violence Awareness Month
In 1989, Congress passed legislation formally recognizing October as Domestic Violence Awareness
Month. In 2014, Tribal Council passed a resolution recognizing October as Domestic Violence
Awareness Month. Domestic violence doesn’t discriminate. Anyone can be a victim and the impact
domestic violence has doesn’t only impact the victim, but the whole community. And while anyone
can be a victim, we know that Native American women experience very high rates of violence and
that they can experience some unique challenges, based on where they live and who has jurisdiction
over the case if they plan on pursuing criminal charges. According to a 2016 National Institute of
Justice, 55.5% of Native American women surveyed responded that they had experienced physical
violence by an intimate partner at some point during their lives. The COVID-19 pandemic created
unique challenges for victims wanting to leave an abuser. Earlier this year, the Michigan Coalition
to End Domestic and Sexual Violence reported that calls to crisis lines have increased during the
pandemic. Advocates and victims have had to become more creative while together to make sure
everyone is able to stay safe while also staying healthy.
Here are some things you can do to raise awareness and learn more about domestic violence:

• Participate in Domestic Violence Awareness Month events. Many of these events are virtual,
which allows more people to safely participate.
• Learn more about domestic violence and share what you have learned with family and friends.
You can do this by visiting the National Coalition Against Domestic Violence’s website (ncadv.
org), where you can find many national resources for victims. You can also check out Strong
Hearts Native Helpline for resources for Indigenous victims at strongheartshelpline.org.
• If it is safe, hold your family members and friends accountable for what they say and do and lead
by example. Domestic violence isn’t funny. It’s a very serious problem that impacts many people.
• Participate in the upcoming Tribal Victims Community Assessment that will be available online
in November. This survey will provide the Pokagon Band with a way to see what victim tribal
services would best fit the needs of the Tribe. Look for more information soon.
If you or someone you know is experiencing violence, help is available. The Department of Social
Services can offer support, including cultural support to our community members who are experiencing
domestic violence, regardless of age or gender. Please call Casey Kasper-Welles at (269) 462-4324 for
help. All services are free and confidential.

Stand Against Domestic Violence
Clarence White • Pokagon Elder

If you or someone you know is being hurt and needs help,
contact Casey Kasper-Welles at (269) 462-4324.
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Stand Against Domestic Violence
Ray Bush • Pokagon Citizen, Father, and Employee

If you or someone you know is being hurt and needs help,
contact Casey Kasper-Welles at (269) 462-4324.

GIVING

Domestic Violence isn’t just a women’s issue: everyone has a job in preventing
violence. We’ve asked some men in the community to share their thoughts on
what it means to be a good man and how we can all keep our community a
safe place for everyone.
Clarence White, on being a positive role model for young men:
Be true to yourself and true to others. Children learn from the adults in their lives
teach them respect and compassion for others and they will be good people. Walk in
a good way, lead your life honoring your teachings and our children will be good
adults with caring hearts and willingness to help others. When you know a boy
that does not have a dad, become his Uncle and show him the ways of a good life.
He needs you and some of your time. You can make a big difference in his life.
Ray Bush, on defining healthy masculinity:
Checking your pride at the door. Lead with the example that a balanced man does
not need the permission of other men or women to do anything that may seem
“unmasculine.” Self-sufficiency, self-reliance, and self-confidence are important.
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Dave Halquist, on the positive role models he had growing up:
There were a few men that I looked up to as role models while I was growing up.
They were men that showed integrity and respect. They respected the people they
were around and respectful to their wives. These men also showed leadership to
me and other boys and young men who they interacted with. I think those are
important qualities to have in role models. Integrity and respect.
Cecil Wilson, on the messages he would like to share with the girls
and women in his life:
I would like to send a message of positivity, comfort, and reliability to the girls and
women in my life. As a Zagbegon employee, I want to be a person that girls in the
classroom can rely on and feel comfortable coming to with issues they have. I strive
to be a reliable source of help to the women in my life, whether it be emotional help
or just a strong body to move things.
Ktthe Migwetth to these men for sharing their thoughts with us, and for
leading others in a good direction.

Kyle Malott on what it means to be a good man:
To me, being a man is knowing your role in our culture, being a provider for your
family and making sure that your wife and children have everything that they need.
When you are expecting a child, it is time to step away from all other activities to
make sure that your spouse is well taken care of, and to be there every step of the way
all throughout your child’s life while remaining as a positive influence for that child
to learn from.

Gégo wëyé bgednakén ėwi mtheshë’gwëyen
KIND
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Stand Against Domestic Violence
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Kyle Malott • Pokagon Citizen, Father, and Employee
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Stand Against Domestic Violence

GIVING

Dave Halquist • Pokagon Citizen, Father, and Employee

If you or someone you know is being hurt and needs help,
contact Casey Kasper-Welles at (269) 462-4324.

If you or someone you know is being hurt and needs help,
contact Casey Kasper-Welles at (269) 462-4324.

Stand Against Domestic Violence
Cecil Wilson • Pokagon Citizen and Employee
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GIVING

GIVING

If you or someone you know is being hurt and needs help,
contact Casey Kasper-Welles at (269) 462-4324.
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Small Business Spotlight:
Espin VR Virtual Reality Center
Mno-Bmadsen and Chi Ishobak have teamed
up to support Pokagon and other Native
American owned small businesses in southwest
Michigan and northern Indiana. To encourage
the Pokagon community to “Buy Native,
small business Support Local,” a different Native American
owned small business will be featured in this
newsletter every month. This month we are
happy to introduce you to Espin VR Virtual Reality Center!

SPOTLIGHT

Husband and wife team Matt and Micky Martin spent years dreaming of
one day owning their own business. However, Matt had no interest in owning
a quilt shop and Micky had no interest in owning a restaurant franchise. The
couple waited until an idea they could both agree on presented itself. Matt,
a Marine and combat veteran, was working
overtime when he gifted
himself a virtual reality (VR)
headset for Christmas. He
was immediately hooked not

Both Matt and Micky are enrolled citizens with Pokagon Band. They wanted
to name their business in the Potawatomi language as a reminder that the
original caretakers of northern Indiana and southern Michigan are still alive
and well. They chose the name “Espin” after the mischievous and highly
intelligent creature who also wears a mask, the raccoon!
Making an appointment with Chi-Ishobak was the first step they took when
they decided to pursue their idea. Chi Ishobak staff walked Matt and Micky
through the entire business plan writing process, helped them set realistic
expectations, and was instrumental in making their dream a reality. Matt
recommends anyone interested in small business ownership to create a team
of skilled professionals to work with including a small business consultant,
accountant or bookkeeper, and professional mentor.
Espin VR opened in Oct 2019 and features 14 VR stations, a library of
70 game titles, and dedicated VR coaches to assist new players. The center
is located on Edison Rd. in Mishawaka, IN and is great for youth birthday
parties, date nights, and corporate team building. To find out more information
regarding Espin VR, visit www.EspinVR.com or find them on Facebook.
If you have a Native owned small business that you would like featured in the
tribal newsletter, email Arianna at Arianna.Morseau@mno-bmadsen.com.

Join the Pokagon Band of Potawatomi
to raise diabetes awareness in our community on

friday, november 5
Southwestern Michigan College

58900 Cherry Grove Road, Dailey Road entrance, Dowagiac, MI

just by the entertainment value
VR provided, but also with the
therapeutic effect it had on his
combat-related PTSD symptoms.
Micky organized the
family calendar. After
witnessing her teenage
daughter share the
single VR headset
with several friends
during a sleepover,
Micky realized VR
could be extremely
popular for youth
birthday parties.
The idea of a
family entertainment
center specializing
in virtual reality
was born.

with virtual run option
6:30 P.M.

Event check-in, packet pick up, face painting begin

7:15 P.M.

walk/run begins

a family-friendly, non-competitive run/walk 5K
This will be a night run, and the course will be lit with flashing
lights from emergency vehicles and other bright lights.

Registration open now

Search “Light the Way” on Pokagon.com

register for in person or virtaul run by October 17 to get a shirt.
Questions? Contact marcy herbert at marcy.herbert@
pokagonband-nsn.gov.
sponsored by the Pokagon Band of Potawatomi,
the congressionally established Special Diabetes
Program for Indians, National Indian Health Services,
and Southwestern Michigan College.

gyankobjegémen

stay connected

pokagon.com
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Tribal Council has approved a Vaccine Incentive Program for Tribal Citizens
who receive their COVID-19 vaccine series by December 31, 2021
Tribal Citizens who
complete their COVID-19
vaccine series by December
31, 2021 and complete
the application (which
includes proof of the full
vaccine) will receive $500.
Applications will be accepted until 5 p.m. on December 31, 2021.

• This program applies to both adult and minor Tribal Citizens who have
received the vaccine already or who will receive it by December 31, 2021.
• The $500 is for the full vaccine series, which is two doses for Moderna and
Pfizer and one dose for the J&J vaccine. You will NOT receive $500 per
dose if you were required to have more than one dose. $500 is the limit.
You will need to provide proof of your vaccination (or that for your minor child)
with your application. Because of privacy laws, the program staff cannot reach
out to the provider who gave you the vaccine for proof. If you have lost proof
of your vaccine, you must contact your provider directly to get a new vaccine
card or letter of proof. If you received your vaccine from Pokagon Health Services
and need a copy of your card, please leave a message at (269) 692-5812.
To receive information about the Vaccine Incentive Program application
process, please visist www.PokagonBand-nsn.gov/citizens/covid-19-vaccineincentive-program

Or to speak to someone, please call the IT Helpdesk at (269) 783-3172.
Please Note: This program is NOT being handled by Pokagon Health Services.
To speak to someone about the application, please call the IT Helpdesk at
(269) 783-3172.
Payments for the Incentive will be processed through the Pokagon Band’s
regular accounts payable process. Payments may take two weeks or more,
depending upon when the completed application, including proof of
vaccination, was received by the Pokagon Band.

Mno-yathmowas Fun fact
Did you know that Leopold Pokagon
was not Potawatomi?
Pokagon was born to Odawa and Ojibwe
parents, as a young man he was adopted
by Chief Topinabee and eventually married within Topinabees
family. The Potawatomi, Odawa, & Ojibwe have a historical
alliance known as the Three Fires Confederacy.
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Your Flu Vaccine Protects Me
My Flu Vaccine Protects You
Pokagon Health Services FLU SHOTS
Adult Influenza Vaccine beginning September 20 and Pediatric Flu shots beginning October 4.
Please call our vaccine line at (269) 692-5812 to schedule your appointment.
Influenza vaccine is available through PHS for the following groups:
Pokagon citizens and members of their household
Any Native American patients of PHS and members of their household
Anyone employed under the Pokagon umbrella
Anyone who is a patient of PHS
You can also get your vaccine at your regularly scheduled appointment.

stay connected

pokagon.com

Learn more at www.cdc.gov/flu
or call 1-800-CDC-INFO
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New Chi Ishobak Application Process

Veteran Voice

Chi Ishobak is always looking for new ways to
increase the quality of service for our borrowers.
We listen to comments from tribal citizens
regarding their experiences during the application
process. It has become a goal to streamline the
application process and simplify the experience. Technology will play a big
role in achieving this goal.

Bozho Jiyak from the Pokegnek
Bodewadmik Ogitchedaw! Happy
Fall Y’all. The Farmer’s Almanac
says we should see some of that
cold white stuff this month. The
Ogitchedaw are excited to start
seeing more of our community
while safely participating in a
variety of events. We are grateful
for the opportunity to share this journey while honoring our commitment
to multiple generations.

Chi Ishobak has partnered with Lenderfit. Lenderfit is a project management
tool that will allow our team to work in sync with our clients through
an intuitive, no-code platform. With a focus on document collection,
communication, and context, Lenderfit is a tool that will allow our team to
provide a consistent experience for staff and clients alike. With easy access to
a cloud-based application on a computer, or a mobile device, Lenderfit makes
it easy to upload documents and communicate through a clearly outlined
customer journey.

This month we will conduct our monthly meeting via Microsoft Teams.
Please let us know if you would like to be a part of this meeting as a veteran,
guest, or special presenter. Our commitment to the community is unwavering
and we welcome your input.

When a tribal citizen expresses an interest in applying for a consumer loan,
Chi Ishobak staff will send the applicant an application invitation. This
invitation will provide access to the Lenderfit portal to begin the process.
All the same information will be provided, just in a much easier manner.
The application process will become more consistent and easier to navigate.

During the past month we have continued to provide services for ceremonies
and participated in the Fall Solstice/Blessing Ceremony for the Tribal Peace
Keeping Court. We also conducted the supplemental voting for our final board
position and would like to congratulate Mike Zimmerman Sr. for taking on
the role of Ogitchedaw secretary for the next three years.

Access to technology may still be a challenge for some borrowers. Standard
applications will still be available. If you have any questions or would like
to learn more about this new and exciting technology, please contact us at
(269) 783-4157.

Throughout the winter/story-telling season we would like to develop an
Ogitchedaw Life Book (1st Edition) to highlight our Pokagon Veterans.
If you are a veteran and would like to share your story, receive a copy of the
book, and help preserve our legacy as warriors and protectors we would love
to include you in this book. Your status as an honored veteran has been
established; regardless of where you served, when you served, or how you
served. If you are not a veteran but would love to share stories or memories
of a veteran, we would also like to hear from you. Please have consent from
the veteran, or their surviving family, to share their experiences and interactions
with us regarding inclusion in the book. Let’s work together to create a memoir
of our Ogitchedaw to share with the next seven generations.

POTAWATOMI
ECONOMIC
GATHERING
Sustainably Growing
Small Businesses to
Support the Tribal
Economy

There are a few opportunities for community involvement this month. The
following events are planned, but subject to “COVID closures.” Please send
me an email stating which event(s) you would like to attend:
• October 8-10 – 68 Annual Chicago Pow-Wow –
Schiller Woods, Chicago, IL
• October 11 – Opening ceremony for Chicago Riverwalk artwork
• November 10 – Zagbegon Veterans appreciation
If you would like to participate in any of these events, or learn more about the
Pokagon Band Ogitchedaw, please send us an email. Also, if you are willing to
share a little about yourself and your journey, please let us know. We can get
you a personalized article and photo in the next newsletter. As always, please
send any questions or comments to: Veterans.Chairman@PokagonBand-nsn.gov.

Ki gkéndan né Did you know?
Photo by Clyde Brazie Jr.
MichiganNativePhotography.smugmug.com

USING SOCIAL MEDIA TO MARKET
YOUR SMALL BUSINESS
Saturday, October 23, 2021 2PM - 4PM EST
Free virtual training. Register at
PotawatomiEconomicGathering.com

Bnakwi Gizes – Leaves are falling moon
Potawatomi people are taught to appreciate
all weather and seasons. Every element of
the weather and all seasons are considered gifts and have important
roles. It is not encouraged to base discussions on the dislikes of the
weather, rather it is more appropriate to discuss personal preferences.
You can learn how to express you weather preferences in Chapter 2
of the Potawatomi course by Mango Languages.
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What’s that Edible/Medicinal Species?
American Pokeweed (Phytolacca americana)

What’s that Non-Native Species?
Sea Lamprey (Petromyzon marinus)

The sea lamprey (Petromyzon marinus) is an eel-like fish that is native to the
Atlantic Ocean and the St. Lawrence Waterway. The sea lamprey was historically
kept out of the Great Lakes by Niagara Falls, however, shipping routes established
to bypass the falls allowed sea lamprey to spread into all the Great Lakes. Sea
lamprey are a predatory fish that attach to a host fish and feed on their blood
and body fluids, severely injuring or often killing their host in the process. Sea
lamprey are 12-20 inches in length and have an eel-like body. They are considered
a jawless fish having a large circular mouth with multiple rows of curved teeth
and a rasping, or cutting, tongue. There are four native lampreys to the Great
Lakes region, two that feed when they are adults, and two that do not feed as
adults. Distinctive characteristics of the sea lamprey are two dorsal fins that are
close together and seven gill openings. A single sea lamprey kills 40 pounds or
more of fish in its life as a parasite, with many of the targeted fish being in the
Salmonidae family. Sea lampreys have a high reproductive potential and lack
predators in the Great Lakes. There is currently a program in place with the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service to reduce and control the abundance of sea lamprey
within the Great Lakes. Since the program began, the abundance of sea lamprey
with the Great Lakes has been reduced by 90%.

American pokeweed
(Phytolacca americana)
is a plant that you have
probably seen while
outdoors as it grows
readily in many habitats,
mostly in open edges,
or along areas where
birds frequent, spreading
the seeds. American
pokeweed, or poke,
grows to an average
height of six to ten feet
tall. Leaves on the plant
are alternate and thin,
with a darker green on
top and a lighter green
below. The flowers of
the plant develop in long clusters where they are often white to greenish in color.
As the fruit ripens, the berries turn a dark purple-black color. American pokeweed
develops a large taproot and is perennial, growing back each year. This plant
must be worked with cautiously because the plant contains toxins that can make
you sick if prepared improperly. The purple-black berries produce a deep color
that can be used for dying and painting purposes. Early spring leaves have been
used, through multiple changes of boiling water, as a first spring food. Other uses
through history have been berry infusions for rheumatism, as a side dish with
laxative properties, and poultices of roots have been created and applied to bruises
and swollen areas. As with any new edible or medicinal, do your research prior
to using, ensure that you have a positive identification before use, and utilize in
small quantities at first to make sure there are no allergic or adverse reactions.
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Datbêk – leaves
Thibé – spirit
Mbop – soup
Swédé – sweater
Émkwan – spoon

Pedyébwen – chair
Wiwkwan – hat
Bnakwi – leaves falling
Tkéyamget – it is cool (weather)
Gwabgon – pumpkin/squash
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Tribal Council Approves Updated COVID Guidelines
In light of recent developments related to COVID and in order to protect the
health, safety and general welfare of Pokagon Citizens and Pokagon Government
Team Members, Resolution No. 21-09-02-01 was approved by Tribal Council on
Thursday, September 2. As such, the following recommendations of the Pokagon
Health Task Force have been approved and are in effect.
1. Pokagon Band government employees may continue to work remotely under
the COVID-19 Telework Policy through December 31, 2021, provided there
is no reduction in services to Citizens by such remote working;
2. Citizens may utilize certain Pokagon Band property for private events and
consistent with the Pokagon Band’s Properties Use Policy, provided that:
(a) Pokagon Band employees are not required to work the private event; and
(b) the Citizen requesting use shall assume all risks, waive all claims,
and indemnify the Pokagon Band from all damages, costs, and expenses
regarding COVID;
3. Citizens may utilize certain Pokagon Band property for private events and
consistent with the Pokagon Band’s Properties Use Policy, provided that if
Pokagon Band employees are required to work the private event, then any
such use shall be contingent upon:
(a) Task Force review and approval; and
(b) the Citizen agreeing to adhere to the Task Force recommendations
regarding the private event;

FRYBREAD

4. Pokagon Band government community events may occur, provided that if
the government community event is indoors, the participants:
(a) must wear face coverings at all times (unless eating or drinking);
(b) to the greatest extent possible, must maintain physical distancing from
persons that do not live in the same household; and
(c) must adhere to any occupancy limitations;
5. Whether access to Pokagon Band government departments in Pokagon
Band government buildings is by appointment only, shall be decided by each
department (but the Tribal Court and Tribal Police are not by appointment
only);
6. The use of the general public temperature scanners shall be discontinued;
7. Pokagon Band employees must continue to complete the COVID-19 Daily
Assessment identified in the Restoration Recovery and Reconstruction
(“Triple R”) document;
8. Visitors entering Pokagon Band government buildings must complete or
verbally acknowledge their answers to all the questions on the Pokagon
COVID-19 Visitor Questionnaire identified in the Triple R document; and
9. Vendors entering Pokagon Band government buildings must complete or
verbally acknowledge their answers to all the questions on the COVID-19
Visitor Questionnaire identified in the Triple R document; and

pokégnek bodéwadmik department of social services

pokégnek bodéwadmik department of social services

VIRTUAL

making class
Saturday, October 16 | 11 a.m.
Rodger’s Lake Pavilion

Womens Writing Group
Monday October 4 + 18 | 6 p.m.
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Have you always
wanted to write but don’t
know how to find the time? Are you a
writer now but want helpful feedback from
other writers? This Domestic Violence Awareness
Month, join our women’s writing group! We will be two
virtual writing group nights to develop pieces to submit to
Michiana Monologues. This is a safe and confidential space,
so we ask that participants not share any information about
other participants outside the group. Due to the personal nature
of some topics, this might not be appropriate for all
audiences. Please take care
of yourself during the
writing process.

gyankobjegémen

stay connected

For more information on Michiana Monologues, go to michianamonologues.org.
To register, contact Marie Willis at Marie.Willis@PokagonBand-nsn.gov.
pokagon.com
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October Harvest Month: Apples
10. A person’s vaccination status is no longer a factor or an exception
to the requirements under the Triple R document regarding whether
an employee, visitor, or vendor in Pokagon Band government buildings
must wear a face mask.
Please use the following link to read Tribal Council Resolution No. 21-09-02-01
which has been posted to the Office of the Tribal Council section of the Pokagon
website, www.TribalCouncil.Pokagon.com/Resolutions

October Moon Description
We measure months by the full moon. There are actually 13 full moons
in a calendar year, each one having something of significance during
that time. When we adapt them to the English calendar we use 12 moons
to fit. Please keep in mind that there are many teachings and variations
of these out there.
Damno Gizes – Active Deer Moon
We call October Damno Gizes (Active Deer Moon), at the time of this moon,
female deer start to go in heat for mating season. Today we call this the rut.
During this time it is easier to hunt the seksiyêk (deer), this is why we call
October Damno Gizes (Active Deer Moon).

center of history & culture

An apple is an edible fruit produced by an apple
tree (Malus domestica). Apple trees are cultivated
worldwide and are the most widely grown species
in the genus Malus. The tree originated in Central
Asia, where its wild ancestor, Malus sieversii, is
still found today. Apples have been grown for
thousands of years in Asia and Europe.
Today, there are 2,500 varieties of apples grown in the United States and 7,500
varieties grown worldwide. Though all apples contain seeds, most apple trees are
not grown from seed. Instead, new trees are established through a process called
grafting, which involves inserting a section of stem into an existing tree trunk.
All apples are high in fiber, vitamin C and a variety of antioxidants. Michigan
is the third-largest apple producing state in the country with approximately
9.2 million apple trees in the state! Michigan apple trees produce approximately
950 million pounds of apples each year.
Apples come in many shapes, sizes and colors. When selecting apples, choose
ones that are deeply colored, firm, naturally shiny and heavy for their size.
Certain varieties of apples can be better suited for different cooking applications.
Firm, crisp apples are best for baking. Try Honeycrisp, Granny Smith, Crispin
or Pink Lady varieties. For eating, try Red Delicious, Honeycrisp, Gala or Fuji.
For applesauce, Cortland, Fuji and Gala are delicious.

center of history & culture

Traditional medicine
services Available
Due to Fasting Camp, Keith Smith (Traditional Medicine Services)
schedule for seeing clients has changed. Keith will be available to
see clients on the following dates and times in October.

Thursday, October 28
11 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Mkedékéwen

Friday, October 29
11 a.m. to 2 p.m.

FASTING

A Rite of Passage

Saturday, October 30
11 a.m. to 2 p.m.

FOR YOUNG BOYS, GIRLS, WOMEN & MEN

All tribal citizens are welcome to schedule an appointment,
whether it will be your first time or you are returning for a
follow up. Please contact Nicole Holloway at the Center of
History & Culture at (269) 783-3513 (desk), (269) 783-6131
(cell) or Nicole.Holloway@PokagonBand-nsn.gov, to schedule
an appointment or to inquire about the services provided.

**We honor patient confidentiality
**Due to COVID-19 and for the health and safety of our Citizens
and staff, a health questionnaire and body temperature of less than
100 degrees F will be required before each scheduled appointment.

gyankobjegémen

stay connected

pokagon.com

Center of History & Culture and Traditional healer Keith Smith
invites citizens, tribal members, and their families to participate
in Mkedékéwen for a rite of passage.
For more information about fasting please contact Rebecca Williams
at Rebecca.Williams@PokagonBand-nsn.gov or (269) 462-4325.
To schedule an appointment with Keith call Center of History
& Culture at (269) 462-4325.

October 27-31
RODGERS LAKE CAMPGROUND

gyankobjegémen

stay connected

pokagon.com
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Zagbëgon First Week of the School Year 2021 By Donald Sumners, continued from page one

POTAWATOMI
ECONOMIC
GATHERING
Sustainably Growing
Small Businesses to
Support the Tribal
Economy

Photo by Clyde Brazie Jr.
MichiganNativePhotography.smugmug.com

DIFFUSING DIFFICULT SITUATIONS
Thursday, November 18, 2021 4PM - 6PM EST
Free virtual training. Register at
PotawatomiEconomicGathering.com
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Chairwoman Richards Featured in Interviews with Indian Country Today and 103.7 COSY-FM
Following the historic election of the first female Chairwoman of the Pokagon
Band since the Tribe received its Federal Restoration in 1994, several media
outlets have requested interviews with Chairwoman Richards to learn more about
in her interest in running for the position and her goals for the future.
Chairwoman Richards’ first interview took
place on September 14th on The Breakfast
Club program which airs on 103.7 COSYFM. Chairwoman Richards answered
questions from co-hosts Teresa Getman,
Rosalie Plechaty, and Paul Layendecker for
approximately 24 minutes and covered a
variety of topics including educating the
audience about the history of the Pokagon
Band. Please use the following link to listen to the interview!
www.wcsy.com/2021/09/17/the-breakfast-club-podcast-for-fri-sept-17-2021/
Chairwoman Richards’ second interview took place on September 15th with
Indian Country Today, which is an independent nonprofit, multimedia news
enterprise which covers Tribes and Native People throughout the Americas!
Indian Country Today has a digital platform anchored by its website and also

provides video
broadcasts which
air on public
television stations
across the U.S.,
including FNX:
First Nations
Experience and
the Arizona PBS
World channel!
Chairwoman
Richards was
interviewed on
Zoom video by
Anchor, Patty Talahongva and the conversation begins at the 7:25-minute
mark. Please use the following link to watch the report!
www.indiancountrytoday.com/newscasts/09-15-21-tracy-edwards
Migwėtth to Chairwoman Richards for completing these interviews! We’ll
provide periodic updates on additional media interviews and coverage.

Guidelines for Pokégnêk Yathdanawa Submission
Enrolled citizens of the Pokagon Band are
encouraged to submit original letters, stories,
pictures, poetry, and announcements for
publication in Pokégnêk Yathdanawa. Submissions
shall be the views and product of the submitting
member. Submissions written by or to a thirdparty, such as the governor or a congressman,
and copied to Pokégnêk Yathdanawa are not original.
Anonymous or “name withheld” submissions will not be published. Members
shall include their tribal enrollment number, full name, and mailing address
with all newsletter submissions. Tribal enrollment number and mailing address
will be used for verification purposes and will not be published, unless member
specifically requests to have it published.
Newsletter staff will contact members should any reason arise that may delay
or prevent posting of newsletter submissions. To ensure timely communication
with members regarding their newsletter submissions, members may choose
to provide additional contact information such as a phone number or e-mail
address. Phone numbers, e-mail addresses, and other provided contact
information will not be published, unless member specifically requests to
have it published.
Not all submissions are guaranteed publication upon submission. Newsletter
staff reserves the right to refuse submissions based on the following criteria;

• False, misleading, or defamatory;
• Discriminatory, sexist, racist, demeaning, insulting, or otherwise
offensive to another;
• Threatening, harassing, intimidating, or otherwise may tend
to produce fear;
• Profane, obscene, pornographic, indecent, or patently offensive
to the average user;
• Disruptive to the office, undermining of the Band’s or a supervisor’s
authority, or impairing of working relationships; and
• Absolutely no political campaigning is allowed.
Please email submissions to Pokagon.Newsletter@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

department of social services

Firekeeper’s

Daughter
book discussion
NOv 16 | 6 p.m. | Microsoft Teams

Join Social Services to discuss Angeline
Boulley’s debut novel, Firekeeper’s Daughter.
Angeline is an enrolled Citizen of the Sault
Ste. Maire Band of Chippewa Indians and has
dedicated her professional career to Indian
education. Participants wanting to join the
discussion can contact Social Services for a
free copy of the book.
If you have any questions, contact Marie Willis
at Marie.Willis@PokagonBand-nsn.gov.

gyankobjegémen

stay connected

pokagon.com
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For Office Use Only
Received by (initials)/Date:
______________________
Elder Status Verified By
(initials): _______________

May 1, 2021 through October 31, 2021

LAWN MOWING REIMBURSEMENT APPLICATION FORM
Name: ________________________ Address: ____________________________________
City: ________________________State& Zip Code: ______________________________
Phone No: ____________________ Tribal ID: _________________
THIRD-PARTY LAWN MOWING SERVICE PROVIDER INFORMATION
Name: _______________________ Address: _____________________________________
City: _________________________ State & Zip Code: _____________________________
Phone No: ____________________ Business Name: ____________________
Pokagon Band Elders anywhere in the U.S may be reimbursed for lawn mowing services provided to their
residence by third-party service providers. The maximum reimbursement an Elder may receive over the entire
season is $200 per household.
You are responsible for finding your own third-party mowing service provider. You will not be reimbursed if
you are the person who mowed your own lawn. Except for those residing at Phase ll (Rent to Own), those
residing at Pokagon Band Housing are ineligible for reimbursement, as the Pokagon Band already provides
lawncare services.
To be eligible for reimbursement, you must complete and return this application along with invoice(s) or
receipt(s) from the third-party service provider. We may contact your service provider for verification.
Incomplete applications, applications without invoice(s)/receipt(s), and applications received after November
15, 2021 will not be processed. Reimbursements will be paid until annual budget funds are exhausted.
Applicant must be age 55+ at the date(s) of service.
The completed application with accompanying invoice(s)/receipt(s) must be returned to:
Elders Council/P.O. Box 180 Dowagiac Michigan 49047
Any questions call Elders Hall, (800) 859-2717 or (269) 782-0765
By my signing below, I certify that all information provided on this application is true/correct.
Signature of Applicant: _________________________________ Date: __________________
Print Name: _________________________________
Created 4/13/2021

TUESDAY

Salad
Avocados
Pears

Black Bean Medley
Quinoa
Apple Sauce

12
Italian Rustic Cod
Black Bean Medley
Quinoa

Egg Salad Sandwich

Fruit Cocktail

Yogurt

11

Chicken & Wild Rice Soup

Cottage Cheese

Pears

19
Chipotle Lime Tilapia
Tomato Salad
Quinoa
Cottage Cheese

26
Smokey Applewood Salmon
Black Bean Medley
Tomato Salad
Fruit Cocktail

18

Stuffed Pepper Soup

Turkey Sandwich

Peaches

Yogurt

25

Vegetable Soup

Chicken Salad Sandwich

Cottage Cheese

Yogurt

Yogurt

Turkey Wrap

Tortilla Crusted Tilapia

Bean Soup

Broccoli Salad

Quinoa

Mixed Vegetables

Peaches

Salad

Green Beans

Salisbury Steak

28

Apple Sauce

Cottage Cheese

Tortilla Chips

Black Bean Quinoa Bowl

21

Nutrigrain Bar

Cereal

Fruit Cocktail

Salad

Roasted Peppers

Italian Beef W/ Au Jus

29

Salad

Cornbread

Chili W/ Buffalo Meat

22

Tacos with Black Beans

15

14

Brussels Sprouts

Mashed Potatoes

Swedish Meatballs

8

Fruit Cocktail

Salad

Salad

Breakfast Wrap

FRIDAY

Mini Pizza

1

Cottage Cheese

Baked Chips

Baked Beans

BBQ Pulled Pork

7

Please call the day before if
you would like to pick up a meal
(269) 782-0765. Meals are
subject to change. Please stay
in your vehicle and we will bring
your food out to you.

THURSDAY

E l d ers l unc h men u

Stuffed Green Peppers

27

Pears

Avocados

Salad

Chicken Wrap

20

Peaches

Broccoli Salad

Pita Bread

Spinach Artichoke Dip

13

6

5

WEDNESDAY

4

october

MONDAY

O CTOBE R 2021
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Damno g izes

ACTIVE DE E R MO ON

Tribal Council October Calendar of Events
Stay connected. Check Pokagon.com for the lastest information.
4 Tribal Council Special Session, TBA, 10 a.m.
5 No Meeting Due to Travel
7 Tribal Council Special Session, TBA, 10 a.m.
9 Tribal Citizen Saturday Meeting,
Community Center, 10 a.m.
11 Tribal Council Special Session, TBA, 10 a.m.
12 Gaming Authority, TBA, 10 a.m.
13 Legislative Session, Community Center, 6 p.m.
18 Tribal Council Special Session, TBA, 10 a.m.
19 Gaming Authority, TBA, 10 a.m.
21 Tribal Council Special Session, TBA, 10 a.m.
25 Tribal Council Special Session, TBA, 10 a.m.
26 Gaming Authority, TBA, 10 a.m.
28 Tribal Council Special Session, TBA, 10 a.m.
Please check the website, www.PokagonBand-nsn.gov,
or call (888) 782 -2426 before attending to confirm that
a meeting has not been cancelled.

Tribal Council November Calendar of Events
Stay connected. Check Pokagon.com for the lastest information.
1 Tribal Council Special Session, TBA, 10 a.m.
2 Gaming Authority, TBA, 10 a.m.
4 Tribal Council Special Session, TBA, 10 a.m.
8 Tribal Council Special Session, TBA, 10 a.m.
9 Gaming Authority, TBA, 10 a.m.
11 Pokagon Government Offices Closed
in Observance of Veteran's Day
13 Tribal Citizen Saturday Meeting,
Community Center, 10 a.m.
15 No Meeting Due to Travel
16 No Meeting Due to Travel
18 No Meeting Due to Travel
22 Tribal Council Special Session, TBA, 10 a.m.
23 Gaming Authority, TBA, 10 a.m.
25 Pokagon Government Offices Closed
in Observance of Thanksgiving Day
29 Tribal Council Special Session, TBA, 10 a.m.
30 Gaming Authority, TBA, 10 a.m.

Please check the website, www.PokagonBand-nsn.gov,
or call (888) 782 -2426 before attending to confirm that
a meeting has not been cancelled.

Elders Council Calendar of Events
Stay connected. Check Pokagon.com for the lastest information.

Elders Council October Calendar of Events
7 Business Meeting at the Community Center,
10 a.m., In person and Microsoft Teams
13 Microsoft Teams, 10 a.m.
21 Elders Halloween Party, 11 a.m.-2 p.m.,
Rodger’s Lake Pavillion
27 Microsoft Teams, 10 a.m.
Reminder that the Elders Lawn mowing program
concludes on Oct 31. Applications must be received
by November 15, or they will not be paid.

Per Capita Important Dates
DEADLINE TO RECEIVE
CHANGES/UPDATES/
ADDITIONS

CHECKS MAILED OUT ON

CHECK DATE
DIRECT DEPOSITS
IN ACCOUNTS

Friday, October 15

Thursday, October 28

Friday, October 29

Monday, November 15

Tuesday, November 23

Wednesday, November 24

Wednesday, December 15

Wednesday, December 29

Thursday, December 30

* Please note the November deadline for changes is November 8. This is due
to time limitations on all the events that occur at this time of the year.

Per Capita News
The Enrollment Office needs the following individuals to update their addresses.
If there is an X in the column(s) by your name, you have either a Christmas
check and/or per capita payments due to you. Please contact the Enrollment
Office at (269) 782-1763 or the Finance Department at (269) 462-4209.
NAME

CHRISTMAS 2019

MONTHLY PER CAP

Bobby M. Haynes

X

Angeline Case

X

Scott A. Brewer Jr.

X

Joseph Trudeau II

X

Brett Gibson

X

Larry Pierce Jr.

X

You can update your address on the PokagonBand-nsn.gov website under Citizens >
Enrollment or phone (269) 782 -1763 for an address form by mail.

Open Positions Available
The following open positions are still available and listed in alphabetical order.
Please refer to the Pokagon website or the Legislative Edition to read the position
descriptions, qualifications and details on how to apply.
• Alternate Positions Pokagon
Band Land Use Board

• Kee-Boon-Mein-Kaa Pow
Wow Committee

• Alternate Position Traditions
and Repatriations Committee

• Mno-Bmadsen Board Director

• Ethics Board
• Food Sovereignty Committee
• Ggaténmamen Gdankobthegnanêk
Pow Wow Committee
• Health Care Advisory Board

• Pokagon Rights Board
• Representations Outreach Board
• Salary Commission
• Tribal Art Review Committee

v

Pokegnek Yathdanawa
l
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Tribal Council Directory
(888) 376-9988 toll free or (269) 782-6323 office
CHAIRWOMAN

MEMBER AT LARGE

MEMBER AT LARGE

Rebecca Richards
(269) 519-0150
Rebecca.Richards@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

Alex Wesaw
(269) 462-1170
Alex.Wesaw@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

Steve Winchester
(269) 591-0119
Steve.Winchester@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

VICE CHAIR

MEMBER AT LARGE

MEMBER AT LARGE

Andrew Bennett
(269) 479-6224
Andrew.Bennett@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

Brandon Rapp
(269) 519-0334
Brandon.Rapp@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

TREASURER

MEMBER AT LARGE

John Morseau
(269) 519-0954
John.Morseau@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

ELDERS REPRESENTATIVE

Anita Morales
(269) 479-6285
Anita.Morales@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

SECRETARY

Barbara Ann Warren
(269) 519-6058
Barbara.Warren@PokagonBand-nsn.gov
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

MEMBER AT LARGE

Sam Morseau
(269) 519-0799
Sam.Morseau@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

Mark Topash
(269) 519-6200
Mark.Topash@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

Mark Parrish
(269) 479-6283
Mark.Parrish@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

Melissa Rodriguez
(269) 462-4203 desk
(269) 591-9521 cell
Melissa.Rodriguez@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

Elders Council Directory
Elders Hall (800) 859-2717 toll free or (269) 782-0765 office
CHAIR

SECRETARY

MEMBER AT LARGE

Judy Winchester
(269) 462-1578
Judy.Winchester@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

Judy Augusta
(269) 783-6304
Judy.Augusta@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

Cathy Ford
(269) 783-9380
Cathy.Ford@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

VICE CHAIR

TREASURER

Julie Dye
(269) 462-1004
Julie.Dye@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

Vacant

Directory of Services
ADMINISTRATION

ELDERS PROGRAM

HUMAN RESOURCES

SOUTH BEND AREA OFFICE

58620 Sink Road
Dowagiac, Michigan 49047
(269) 782-8998 office
(888) 281-1111 toll free

53237 Townhall Road
(269) 782-0765 office
(800) 859-2717 toll free
(269) 782-1696 fax

58620 Sink Road
(269) 782-8998 office
(269) 782-4253 fax

CENTER OF HISTORY
& CULTURE

ELECTIONS

58620 Sink Road
(269) 782-8998 office
(800) 517-0777 toll free
(269) 782-6882 fax

3733 Locust Street
South Bend, Indiana 46614
(574) 282-2638 office
(800) 737-9223 toll free
(574) 282-2974 fax

59291 Indian Lake Road
(269) 462-4325

58620 Sink Road
(269) 782-9475 office
(888) 782-9475 toll free

COMMODITIES

ENROLLMENT

(269) 782-3372 office
(888) 281-1111 toll free
(269) 782-7814 fax

58620 Sink Road
(269) 782-1763 office
(269) 782-1964 fax

COMMUNICATIONS

FACILITIES

58620 Sink Road
(269) 782-8998

57824 East Pokagon Trail
(269) 783-0443 office
(269) 783-0452 fax

COMPLIANCE

58620 Sink Road
(269) 782-8998
CHI ISHOBAK

27043 Potawatomi Trail
(269) 783-4157
EDUCATION

58620 Sink Road
(269) 782-0887 office
(888) 330-1234 toll free
(269) 782-0985 fax

FINANCE

58620 Sink Road
(269) 782-8998 office
(800) 517-0777 toll free
(269) 782-1028 fax
HOUSING & COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT

57824 East Pokagon Trail
(269) 783-0443 office
(269) 783-0452 fax

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

LANGUAGE

58620 Sink Road
(269) 462-4255
MNO -BMADSEN

415 East Prairie Ronde Street
(269) 783-4111

TRIBAL COUNCIL

58620 Sink Road
(269) 782-6323 office
(888) 376-9988 toll free
(269) 782-9625 fax
TRIBAL COURT

58620 Sink Road
(269) 783-0505 office
(269) 783-0519 fax
TRIBAL POLICE

32142 Edwards Street
(269) 782-9602 office
(269) 782-1817 fax

58620 Sink Road
(269) 782-2232 office
(866) 399-0161 toll free
(269) 782-7988 fax

POKAGON HEALTH SERVICES

ZAGBËGON

58620 Sink Road
(269) 782-4141 office
(888) 440-1234 toll free

58620 Sink Road
(269) 783-2469 office
(269) 782-8680 fax

NATURAL RESOURCES

SOCIAL SERVICES

58620 Sink Road
(269) 782-8998 office
(800) 517-0777 toll free
(269) 782-4295 fax

DA M N O GIZ ES

Citizen Announcements

ACTIVE DE E R MO O N

pokégnek bodéwadmik department of social services

Happy Birthday Jayde!
Love you more then the stars in the sky.
- Love Nana

I want to thank Marcella Powell and her son for bringing
me all the food, water, etc. while I’m staying at the
campground. You really know how to shop, everything
was perfect. You are truly an angel!

October is
Domestic Violence
Awareness Month

Join the Department of Social Services
for any (or all) of these events.
Due to the Covid-19 pandemic many of these events will be held
virtually. In-person events may be canceled, rescheduled, or held
virtually in order to keep everyone safe and healthy. For any events
that are held in-person, please be sure to wear a mask and use
proper social distancing.

October 1-31

Love Should Not Hurt Virtual 5k run/walk. To register, visit
www.PokagonBand-nsn.gov, and search “Love Should Not
Hurt Virtual 5K Run/Walk”.

Also want to thank Judy Winchester, where do I begin?
You’ve helped with so much including all the water
because of the icky water here! And Barbara Ann
Warren, thank you also! And my Susie Queen, Susan
Noble, thank you. I love you all.

October 2

Harvest Day • 10 a.m.-1 p.m. at Dowagiac Middle School

October 16

Frybread Making Class w/Andy Jackson • 11 a.m. at the Pavilion

Happy Belated Birthdays to Jasmine Rangel,17, Sept 4,
and Glenn (Josiah) Smith,16, Sept 16! I love you both so
very much!

October 14

Firekeeper’s Daughter reading with author Angeline Boulley • 7 p.m.
at Southwestern Michigan College Dale A. Lyons Building Theatre

October 26

Family Connections Virtual Workshop • 6 p.m. on Microsoft Teams

Love, Kim Wheetley
Happy October Birthdays!

October 4 + 18 Virtual women’s writing group • 6 p.m. on Microsoft Teams
October 5 + 19 Virtual quilting class with Julie Farver • 6 p.m. on Microsoft Teams

If you have questions or would like register for events, contact Casey Kasper-Welles at
Casey.Kasper-Welles@PokagonBand-nsn.gov, Samantha Hickok at Samantha.Hickok@PokagonBand-nsn.gov,
Marie Willis at Marie.Willis@PokagonBand-nsn.gov, or Andy Jackson at Andrea.Jackson@PokagonBand-nsn.gov.

gyankobjegémen

stay connected

pokagon.com

Ignacio (Nadi) and Elicio (Leecie) Powell , Oct 6 and to
Corey Rangel, Oct 9, and Brittainy Rangel, Oct 31. I love
all my October babies. Love Mom/ Grandma Kim XO
center of history & culture
social services + education
“An astoundingly riveting story rich with
Ojibwe tradition, culture and community...
A stunning literary debut.”
-Anthony Ceballos, Birchbark Books & Native Arts

Meet the Author

Angeline
Boulley
Angeline Boulley author of Firekeeper’s Daughter will be
visiting the Pokagon Community to promote her New
York Times #1 bestselling book and upcoming Netflix
series. RSVP by Oct 8 to receive a free copy of the book
at Nicole.Holloway@PokagonBand-nsn.gov. Books are
limited. Pokagon Citizens only.

Oct 14 | 7 p.m.

The Theater in the Dale A. Lyons’
Building at SMC, 58900 Cherry
Grove Rd, Dowagiac

gyankobjegémen

stay connected
Masks are required regardless of vaccination status. Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, this event may be held virtually to
keep everyone safe and healthy. Please make sure to watch for updates on Facebook once we are closer to the event. If
you have any questions, contact Nicole Holloway.

pokagon.com

