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Student Excels with Educational Excellence Initiative
By Sara Feguer

Back in June, Nola and our family started her 2nd grade homeschool Education
Enrichment Initiative (EEI) project. After brainstorming ideas, we figured
the Medicine Wheel would be the most interesting to study. One of the EEI
requirements is to make the project accessible to the public to teach them
something about Potawatomi culture and traditions. We think the best way we
learn is by games! And so started our idea of “KSHEMNEDO” the Medicine
Wheel board game, the real Game of Life.
The EEI-required 10 hours of studying and creating the project came and went.
It was FUN!! We watched all sorts of YouTube videos about the Medicine Wheel,
read articles and books, and we got some help from the Culture Department and
Education Department (thank you!).
We decided the first few key elements (the circular shape of the board, the center
being Kshemnedo, etc.). Our family played game after game after game....
adding and taking away different elements as we went. We made multiple boards
with different designs and ways to play. We had the idea of incorporating the 7
Generations Principle by having to make your way through the game successively
through each generation, always coming back to the center (Kshemnedo, the
Please turn to page 18
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Chairwoman’s Corner
Bozho!
Thank you for taking the time read the
November Edition of Pokégnek Yathdanawa.
We have lots of interesting content for you
this month and we hope you enjoy the articles.
As we move through the fall, we are once again
reminded of all the seasonal changes the cooler
weather brings, including the changing colors
of the trees and the shorter days. With shorter
days in mind, don’t forget to move your clocks
forward one hour on Sunday, November 7
to mark the end of Daylight Savings Time,
unless you live in Hawaii or Arizona, which are the only two states in the U.S.
to that do no observe daylight savings time. Also several overseas territories do
not observe daylight savings time including American Samoa, Guam, Northern
Mariana Islands, Puerto Rico, and the U.S. Virgin Islands.
November is the month of Bné Ona Gizes, the Smoked Turkey Moon. Please be
sure to read the overview of the November Moon on page three. The November
Moon also reminds us that it is time for our annual Thanksgiving Package Pick
Up. Please refer to the article on page four which provides details on distribution
dates for Elders as well as pick up days and times for citizens.
In other news, November 13 is the Saturday Citizens Meeting at the Community
Center. The meeting will start at 10 a.m. Eastern and lunch will be served at
Noon to honor our Pokagon Veterans! The lunch will be catered by our Four
Winds Casinos. We hope to see you there!
Also during November, Pokagon Tribal Police Officers will be joining fellow
law enforcement agencies to raise awareness and funds by growing beards for
“No Shave November.” All proceeds will be donated to a Pokagon Citizen
affected by cancer. Please read the article on page seven to learn how you can
show your support.
I also want to remind everyone to “Rock Your Mocs” from November 14-20.
Rock Your Mocs is a worldwide Native American and Indigenous Peoples social
media event held annually during November, which National Native American
Heritage Month. Please see the article on page seven for more detail.
As a reminder, flu shots are available through Pokagon Health Services. Please
see the flyer on page seven for more information. Also, Priscilla Gatties, Director
of Health Services, provided an update on the COVID-19 vaccines and booster
shots in an article on page 16.
If you need help with your winter heating bills, the Social Services Department
started accepting applications for LIHEAP on November 1. Please refer to the
article on page 18 for details on how to apply.
Also open enrollment for the Deferred Per Capita Savings Plan is underway
and citizens have until November 30 to make their election for 2022. Please
see the enrollment form on page 19 for details.
As always, if you have questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to reach out
to me or any of the Tribal Council.
Migwėtth,

Please Join Us in Welcoming Steven Rider
as Pokagon Government Manager
The Pokagon Band Tribal
Council is pleased to announce
that Steven W. Rider is our
new Government Manager!
Steve is a Pokagon Citizen who
most recently served as Vice
President of Security for the
Pokagon Band’s Four Winds
Casinos. Prior to joining
Four Winds, Steve had an
extensive law enforcement career
spanning more than 26 years
including serving as a Detective Lieutenant for the Pokagon Band Tribal Police
Department. Steve currently resides in Bangor, Michigan with his wife Terri.
Steve and Terri have four children, three girls and one boy, and two grandsons.
Please make Steve feel welcome as he joins upcoming Tribal Council meetings!

This Month in Pokagon History

By Marcus Winchester, Director, Center of History & Culture
On this month in 1890, Attorney John Shipman intervened on the court case
against the United States that the Potawatomi of Michigan and Indiana (later
to become Pokagon Potawatomi) had presented to the Court of Claims.
They were suing the United States for treaty promises still owed specifically
to Pokagon’s band of Potawatomi. Attorney Shipman represented our brothers
and sisters to the east, the Nottawaseppi Huron Potawatomi.
The Huron Potawatomi were not politically associated with Leopold Pokagon
and the treaty provisions made for his village’s removal exemption.
Regardless, the Court of Claims allowed Attorney John Shipman’s case on
behalf of Phineas Pamptopee and the Nottawaseppi Huron Potawatomi to
be included with the Potawatomi of Michigan and Indiana’s case.
They won. But, the Court of Claims did not say how the money was supposed
to be split between the two bands. To figure this out, two gentlemen by the
names of John Cadmun, and later M.D. Shelby, were tasked with researching
who were rightfully the Potawatomi from Leopold’s stronghold.
Their work resulted in the Cadmun and Shelby Rolls, which later became
our Base Rolls.
We use these rolls to determine who is Pokagon Potawatomi.

November Moon Description
We measure months by the full moon. There are actually 13 full moons
in a calendar year, each one having something of significance during
that time. When we adapt them to the English calendar we use 12 moons
to fit. Please keep in mind that there are many teachings and variations
of these out there.
Bné Ona Gizes - Smoked Turkey Moon / November

Rebecca Richards
Tribal Chairwoman

Around the month of November we hold a thibakwé (ghost feast) to feast
our relatives that have passed on. We would also hunt and smoke a bné
(turkey) for our feast.

Angeline Boulley Visits the Pokagon Community
by Nicole Holloway

The Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians and Southwestern
Michigan College (SMC) welcomed young-adult novelist
Angeline Boulley for a meet and greet on Oct. 14 in the theatre
of the Dale A. Lyons Building on the SMC Dowagiac campus.
Her debut novel, Firekeeper’s Daughter, an instant No. 1 New
York Times bestseller in April, is being adapted for Netflix by
Higher Ground, Barack and Michelle Obama’s production
company. It is also a Reese Witherspoon YA book club pick.
Firekeeper’s Daughter is thriller about a young woman,
Daunis Fontaine, who goes undercover for the FBI to expose
who is trafficking drugs into the Ojibwe community where
her deceased father's family lives, but where she feels she
never belonged.
The Times portrayed Boulley as a “late bloomer” at 55, a
mother of three who toiled over the book for 10 years of
early mornings and drawing on experience in grant writing
to shape a story that came to her at 18 years old. When she
began writing, it “started out as a whisper” that grew louder.
Angeline Boulley is an enrolled member of the Sault Ste.
Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians. She says, “There simply
are too few stories told by and about indigenous girls and
women. We exist and have dynamic experiences to share
beyond history books or stories set long ago. I have been
shaped by a network of strong Anishinaabe Kwewag (Native
American women), who may be called auntie, friend, cousin
or nokomis (grandmother).”
Angeline currently lives in her hometown of New Buffalo,
but she says her home will always be on Sugar Island, which
is also where the novel is set. “I am beyond fortunate to be
a fulltime author now. My home will always be Bahweting
(the place of the rapids) in Sault Ste. Marie.” Her father,
Henry Boulley, is a firekeeper, who is always willing to
share cultural teachings through stories told around the
fire. “He is one of my greatest teachers,” Boulley said.
There was a total of 55 Pokagon Citizens, 22 SMC Students,
and 27 community members who attended the event to
meet the author. All Pokagon Citizens in attendance were
able to receive a complimentary copy of the novel, and SMC
had copies available to purchase for all others in attendance.
Angeline closed the evening by signing books. Migwetth to
Angeline for visiting our community. We look forward to
the upcoming second novel and the Netflix series!
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Zagbëgon in Collaboration with the Center of History
and Culture Have Been Working to Immerse Students
in Seasonal Cultural Teachings
This month students learned about mnomen. How our prophecy lead us to
mnomen in the Great Lakes region, how we gather mnomen, and process of
mnomen before we can cook and eat it. Students learned to parch the mnomen
over the fire, dancing the rice from the hull, winnowing and sorting the chaff.
Students will receive their own wild rice to bring home to cook with their
families and enjoy and share their experiences.

It’s Time for Thanksgiving Pick Up

PACKAGE PICK UP

The 2021 Thanksgiving food
distribution is approaching.
Elders boxes will be distributed
first, on Thursday, November 18
and Friday, November 19 at
the Commodity Building,
58620 Sink Road Dowagiac.

Hours of distribution are:
November 18: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
November 19: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
After November 20, dates and time are dependent on availability.
For citizens under 55, ham distribution will be Saturday, November 20 through
Tuesday, November 23 at the Commodity Building. Hours of distribution:
November 20: 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
November 21: 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
November 22: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
November 23: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
After November 24, dates and time are dependent on ham availability.
Elders food boxes and ham will be distributed on a first-come, first-served basis.
You may pick up no more than four elders boxes or four hams for other citizens
with a written and signed permission slip or phone call. A copy of your tribal ID
is required, no exceptions.
Please call (269) 782-3372 or (888) 281-1111 with questions.

Pokagon Band Finance Board Update
Bozho Pokagon Band Citizens, the Pokagon Band Finance Board is pleased
to announced a newly established Financial Education page on the Pokagon
Band website, www.PokagonBand-nsn.gov/citizens/financial-education. The
Board formed a team representing various
Pokagon governmental departments as well as
outside organizations to compile and formulate
the content. The content should provide citizens
of all ages with specific educational tools and
resources to enhance their financial knowledge.
You can review the content by visiting the
Pokagon Band website, selecting the Citizen
section on the toolbar, and scrolling down to
Financial Education. On the page, you will find
information explaining the Pokagon Band Deferred Per Capita Savings Plan as
well as various financial education programs offered through Chi Ishobak Online
Financial Education, KeyBank Native American Financial Services Center, Junior
Achievement High School Financial Educational Resources, and the Providence
First Trust. You may need to register for the material with the respective entity
or follow a link for additional information.
The Finance Board intends to continue adding educational information to
this section of the website. Migwetth to those who compiled the resources
and created the webpage. Finance Board hopes Pokagon Band Citizens will
find the information helpful as they navigate the world of financial education.
Migwetth,
Pokagon Band Finance Board

v

Pokegnek Yathdanawa
l

NOVE MBE R 2021

PAG E 5

Elders Update
By Judy Winchester
Boozho Elders and tribal community. I am pleased to
tell you that the Elders Council held its first in-person
Business Meeting at the Community Center on Thursday,
October 4. We had 17 people attend in person and a few
Elders also participated with us via TEAMS. It was
so nice to finally have the opportunity to start meeting
in person, while still keeping everyone safe and practicing
social distancing. We also provided boxed lunches.
Since the shut down caused by COVID, I feel that it is important to give our
Elders an opportunity to provide input and suggestions of ways to improve
services. Some of the things that Elders brought up and I reported to the Tribal
Council at the Saturday
meeting in October
include communication.
There are various
programs/services that
not everyone has heard
of. It would be helpful
to perhaps include a
pull out page in the
newsletter listing each
department, with all of
the programs and services
with contact information.
This would be helpful.
Programs that will help
with weatherization,
like putting plastic on
windows, taking out air
conditioners, servicing
and cleaning furnaces for
the winter was another
suggestions that was
brought up by an Elder.
Discussion of a need for
an Elders Hall; plans had
been designed,
a prior Elders Council had met and put a lot of
thought and consideration as to the building, and
then it wasn’t on the Tribal Council’s 5 year plan
at the time. It has been almost 5 years now and the
growth of the Elders population is increasing more
each year. We discussed needs to bring up for
possible funding through the CARES ACT and
the American Rescue Plan. Medical alerts would
benefit many of the Elders for example. Portable
generators could help Elders and some of our
disabled population. Another suggestion was for
buffalo meat to be provided. We also discussed
creative ways tohave COVID sanitizing items,
diapers, laundry soap, paper towels, toilet paper
and non perishable items for emergencies. Elders
that live out of the service area please feel free to
contact us, or email with any of your suggestions.
I’d like to thank the Elders cooks, Beth Warner, the maintenance staff, IT, and
the Tribal Police officers that assisted at the Elders PICNIC and the Halloween
Party. You all helped with the success of the events. The Halloween Party was
ready and heaters were brought in case of chillier weather. The Halloween party,
was nice and warm with heaters just in time for the chilly weather.

The Elders Council would like to recognize our Veterans and say Chi
Migwetth for your service to our country. You sacrificed for others and we
honor and appreciate you for the part that you’ve played in helping make
the world a better place.
As we continue to live in the time of this pandemic it reminds me of the many
blessings to count. The memories and simple things in life that might have been
taken for granted should now be appreciated. Chi Migwetth also to the Tribal
Council and the employees for continuing to consider our safety and provide
programs to help the citizens that are in need. With that I’d like to remind you
besides the services from the Tribe, you can call 211 from every state to get
resources for various services.

The Elders Council is here for
you. If you have any suggestions,
questions, please feel free to call
or email us.
Continue to be safe, bamapii,

Judy Winchester,
Elders Council Chair
(269) 635-3121
Julie Dye
Vice Chair
Judy Augusta
Secretary
Cathy Ford
Member at Large
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Small Business Spotlight: Quilted Qak Leaf
Mno-Bmadsen and Chi Ishobak
have teamed up to support
Pokagon and other Native
American owned small
businesses in southwest
small business Michigan and northern
Indiana. To encourage
the Pokagon community
to “Buy Native, Support Local,” a different
Native American owned small business will
be featured in this newsletter every month.
This month we are happy to introduce you
to Quilted Oak Leaf!

SPOTLIGHT

Julie Farver opened Quilted Oak Leaf in
March of 2020. Although the opening of
her shop is
quite recent,
she nurtured
the dream
of starting
a business
for almost
twenty
years. Julie
continuously
talked herself
out of becoming a small
business owner because she
was too nervous. But Julie
believes everything happens
for a reason, and when the time
was right, she was finally ready
to open her business.

and can create an environment that is warm, friendly,
and inspiring for her fellow quilters. She absolutely
loves assisting customers choose fabrics as they prepare
to make their own beautiful homemade quilts. Julie
hopes that one day her shop will be a “destination”
quilt shop.
The Quilted Oak Leaf is located at 53480 Glenwood
Road in Dowagiac, MI. Hours of operations are
Wednesday to Friday 10 a.m. – 5 p.m., Saturday
10 a.m. – 4 p.m., Sunday 11 a.m. – 3 p.m. Online
shopping is available at www.quiltedoakleaf.com.
Visit Quilted Oak Leaf and support local Nativeowned small businesses!

Her love for quilting began
in the early 2000s. Julie found
quilting relaxing and she
especially enjoyed shopping
for beautiful fabric to make
her quilts. In 2008, Julie was
making quilts for Pokagon
Band’s Family Welfare
Commission for adoptions and family reunifications of tribal children.
It was during work on this project she realized the business she wanted
to start was a quilt shop!

2021 Hunting, Fishing
and Gathering License,
Tag and Permit Reminder

She utilized Chi Ishobak for assistance in writing her business plan. Business
plans are key and extremely important, so she wanted to make sure she did it
right. Her business, Quilted Oak Leaf, sells quality quilt fabrics, batting, rulers,
mats, thread, and many other notions and supplies. The Quilted Oak Leaf also
hosts classes to teach beginners how to make bags, quilts, and more. After the
first of the new year, Julie will add more product in the form of ribbon and
satin as many customers seek materials to make ribbon skirts. Quilted Oak
Leaf will be a one-stop-shop for quilters and ribbon skirt makers combined!
The designs for her fabrics focus on floral designs, animals, birds, fruits, and
fabrics that reflect her native culture.
Julie is especially proud she was able to open a business that has cultural
significance. Quilts and blankets in general have long symbolized love, warmth,
and protection within many Native communities. The name, Quilted Oak Leaf,
also has cultural significance. She chose the name as the oak leaf is a common
shape in Potawatomi applique and she sews the shape into her quilts as a personal
signature. Her favorite thing about owning a business is that she is her own boss

The Department of Natural Resources
would like to remind all citizens that
a 2021 tribal license is needed in order
to hunt or gather on tribal properties.

Trail camera picture of a buck taken on
tribal properties during DNR wildlife surveys.

The color of the licenses and permits
for 2021 is blue. All other licenses
are no longer valid. The 2021 blue
licenses expire on March 31, 2022.
Please contact the Department of
Natural Resources at (269) 782-9602
to schedule an appointment to obtain
your 2021 licenses, tags, and permits
if you haven’t already done so.

Rock Your Mocs, is a worldwide Native American and Indigenous Peoples
social media event held annually during National Native American Heritage
Month. The event honors our ancestors and indigenous people worldwide,
and will take place this year from November 14-20. People wear their
moccasins, take photos and videos, and upload their posts to various social
media platforms. This creates an online photo album for the world to see
and enjoy. In order to participate simply:
Wear your moccasins or a turquoise Awareness Ribbon or a turquoise T-shirt
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Pokagon Tribal Police Officers will be joining fellow Law Enforcement agencies
to raise awareness and funds by growing beards for “No Shave November.”
Officers have the option to make a donation or pledge. Female Officers will
have the option to wear a light blue headband or scarf as part of their pledge.
All proceeds will be donated to a Pokagon Citizen affected by cancer. To
donate, please contact Jill Hershberger at (269) 591-0111 or Beth Klug at
(269) 519-0623. Receipts for donations will be provided.

Take a pic, video or story and upload to social media including Facebook,
Twitter and Instagram and use the hashtags #RockYourMocs and/or
#RockYourMocs2021
Click on the #RockYourMocs hashtag to see what’s happening worldwide!
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Your Flu Vaccine Protects Me
My Flu Vaccine Protects You
Pokagon Health Services FLU SHOTS
Adult Influenza Vaccine beginning September 20 and Pediatric Flu shots beginning October 4.
Please call our vaccine line at (269) 692-5812 to schedule your appointment.
Influenza vaccine is available through PHS for the following groups:
Pokagon citizens and members of their household
Any Native American patients of PHS and members of their household
Anyone employed under the Pokagon umbrella
Anyone who is a patient of PHS
You can also get your vaccine at your regularly scheduled appointment.

stay connected

pokagon.com

Learn more at www.cdc.gov/flu
or call 1-800-CDC-INFO
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Mno-Bmadsen to Recognize Good Path Awards Recipients
Mno-Bmadsen created the Good Path Awards in 2019 as part of the Pokagon
Economic Gathering (PEG). The Good Path Awards are designed to promote
those individuals who positively contribute to the Pokagon community through
leadership, entrepreneurship, and conduct themselves in the manner of the Seven
Grandfather Teachings (Humility, Bravery, Honesty, Wisdom, Truth, Respect,
Love). This year, Mno-Bmadsen will once again host a Zoom awards ceremony
to honor the 2021 award recipients. The awards ceremony is open to the public,
but registration is required. Everyone who registers by Tuesday, November 23 will
receive a complimentary gift from Mno-Bmadsen in the mail. You can find the
link to register for the online ceremony at www.potawatomieconomicgathering.
com/goodpathawards. Please join Mno-Bmadsen in congratulating the following
2021 Good Path Award recipients!
Jerry Campbell –
Recipient of the Clarence White
Lifetime Achievement Award
Jerry Campbell knows well what it means to
lead a life of service to family, community, and
country. He was born and raised in Jimtown,
IN to Howard and Wanda (Topash) Campbell.
Jerry was one of thirteen children growing up.
His homelife was often loud and sometimes
chaotic. But it was his hardworking, yet calm
and tender mother, who provided an example
to Jerry on how he wanted to live his adult life. After high school, he answered
the call to serve his country and was drafted into the Army. He was immediately
sent to Vietnam. War was a nightmare, but young Jerry acted with bravery and
honor. He eventually returned home and was recognized with multiple purple
hearts and bronze stars for his actions during combat. Upon returning home,
Jerry married the love of his life, Marijke. Jerry and Marijke have been married
more than 50 years and together, have three children and four grandchildren.
Today, Jerry and Marijke live in Elkhart, IN. Jerry sets an example of beloved
family man in his role as husband, father, grandfather, brother, cousin, and
uncle to many Pokagon Citizens. Outside of his family, he is seen as a mentor
for younger veterans and admired among elders and the larger community for
his optimism, compassion, and strong spiritual beliefs. He takes pride in relearning Potawatomi traditional culture and representing Pokagon Band with
the Pokagon Ogitchedaw veteran group. Jerry is bear clan and identifies Anthony
Forrester, John Warren, Andy Jackson, Clarence Syrette and Clarence White as
his mentors in the Pokagon community.
John M. Pigeon –
Recipient of the Outstanding
Leadership Award
John M. Pigeon is the son of John and Olive
Pigeon and the grandson of Edmund and Jennie
Pigeon. He is eagle clan and lives in Dorr, MI.
John travels to tribal communities throughout
the Midwest and teaches cultural traditions,
mostly the art of black ash basket making.
John has been making baskets his entire life
as he comes from a long line of master basket
makers. He teaches interested tribal citizens of all ages how to sustainably harvest
trees, prepare materials, and work materials into beautiful and useable baskets.
Although he has a love for the ancient art, John finds inspiration in pop culture.
He enjoys finding new ways to express his inspiration in baskets, and most
recently, beadwork. John leads by example in that he encourages young people
to be self-reliant, learn as much as possible, and make their own path in life.
John is a humble man and is being recognized with an Outstanding Leadership
Award for his work in keeping traditional culture alive throughout the Great
Lakes region. In addition to his parents and grandparents, he also identifies his
selfless aunt, the late Cindy Pigeon, as being a huge influence in his life.

Nick Dillingham –
Recipient of the Outstanding
Artist Entrepreneur Award
Nick was born and raised in Dowagiac, MI
and currently lives in Cassopolis, MI with his
wife Rebecca and their four children. Nick was
a laser engraver before turning his passion for
working with natural materials into a career.
With his children, Nick walks the woods to
harvest his own materials. While harvesting,
he’s careful to gather only those materials that are plentiful and sustainable.
Nick creates and sells beautiful black ash baskets, wooden bowls, spoons, knives,
and other custom-made woodwork. In addition to creating, he also teaches
and facilitates cultural presentations. Nick has worked with various Pokagon
Band departments including Natural Resources, Education, as well as Language
and Culture in special projects and events such as the building longhouses for
the community, participation in the initial Pokagon Food Summit and more.
He credits John Pigeon and Renee Dillard for teaching him the ancient art of
black ash basket making. He is being recognized with an Outstanding Artist
Entrepreneur award for creating a unique career path that honors cultural
teachings and is respectful of Mother Earth.
Skylar Alsup –
Recipient of the Emerging Leader Award
Skylar Alsup is the son of Bart Alsup and Kerri
Cobb and grandson of Georgianna Morseau.
He was born in Benton Harbor and now lives
in Eau Claire, MI with his wife Samantha and
their two children. Skylar is being recognized
with the Emerging Leader award for his
knowledge as a forager. As a young boy, Skylar
knew his ancestors lived off the land. With that
knowledge, he helped himself to some mysterious red berries he found growing
outside his home. The berries made him sick, but a lesson was learned, and
Skylar became inspired to re-learn the foraging knowledge of his ancestors.
With the encouragement of his non-Native grandfather, Dennis Johnson, and
the help of family and community members, Skylar is now a competent forager
who is sharing his knowledge with his young children. His favorite thing to
forage is mushrooms for both their nutritional and medicinal value. Skylar
stresses to others that now is the time to re-learn those teachings that were
taken away from many of our grandparents. Skylar is thunder clan and identifies
Jason Wesaw and his cousin Todd Miller as his teachers and mentors in the
Pokagon community.
Previous Good Path Award recipients include:
2020
Lifetime Achievement – Majel DeMarsh
Outstanding Leadership – Kevin Daugherty
Outstanding Artist Entrepreneur – Jason Wesaw
Emerging Leader – Madolyn Wesaw
2019
Lifetime Achievement – Clarence White
Outstanding Leadership - John Pigeon
Outstanding Entrepreneur – David Martin
Emerging Leader – Marcus Winchester-Jones
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Mno-Bmadsen Celebrates Grand Opening of Hotel Elkhart

Mno-Bmadsen, the independent
non-gaming investment entity of
the Pokagon Band of Potawatomi
Indians, was proud to host a
ribbon cutting ceremony on
September 28 to mark the grand
opening of Hotel Elkhart.
Through its commercial real
estate services arm known as Red
Tail Properties, Mno-Bmadsen invested in Hotel Elkhart alongside Cressy
Commercial Real Estate and others. Hotel Elkhart represents Mno-Bmadsen’s
first commercial investment in Elkhart, Indiana.
Originally constructed in 1923, the new Hotel Elkhart now boasts 93 full-service
boutique guest rooms, a café serving freshly made confections and restaurant
food items, a taproom/bar, breakout meeting space, along with a fully renovated
ninth floor Athenian Ballroom offering outstanding views from an expansive
rooftop bar. This redevelopment project is a collaboration of public and private
partnerships including the City of Elkhart, the State of Indiana, Centier Bank,
Regional Cities Initiative, and the Department of Natural Resources. The
investment in Hotel Elkhart also has significance for Mno-Bmadsen and the
Pokagon Band of Potawatomi because it sits on ancestral Pokagon land.
Commenting on the investment, Julio Martinez, CEO of Mno-Bmadsen said,
“Mno-Bmadsen’s family of companies provides an array of expertise and
services, including architecture, engineering, land-use planning, environmental
mitigation and restoration, mechanical contracting and plastic molding to the
commercial, government, and tribal markets. Hotel Elkhart further diversifies
our real estate portfolio.”

Chairwoman Richards who attended the ribbon cutting ceremony and toured
Hotel Elkhart, said, “We are proud that the Hotel Elkhart is our first commercial
investment in Elkhart Indiana. As with all of our investments, we are excited that
this investment will not only benefit current and future generations of Pokagon
Citizens, but also the surrounding communities in which we reside.”
The opening of Hotel Elkhart represents the latest step in an active 2021 for
Mno-Bmadsen. In March it announced the acquisition of high-precision parts
maker Walerko Tool and Engineering through its manufacturing investment
vehicle Mno-DREK. In addition to Walerko, Mno-Bmadsen announced the
formation of Bodwé Professional Services earlier this year, the rebranding of
the family of professional services companies. The rebranding of Bodwé also
included the creation of a new firm, The Steelhead Engineering Co., and the
acquisition of Blue Star Integrative Studio LLC, an Indigenous American
planning and architecture firm in Tulsa, Oklahoma. Bodwé is also comprised
of Seven Generations Architecture + Engineering and WBK Engineering,
existing portfolio companies of Mno-Bmadsen. The firms work independently
and collaboratively to support public and private clients nationwide across
sectors, including tribal, municipal, federal, healthcare, and community.
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What’s that Non-Native Species?
New Zealand Mud Snail (Potamopyrgus antipodarum)
The New Zealand mud snail (Potamopyrgus
antipodarum) is native to New Zealand and
neighboring islands, and was introduced
through ship ballast water and the commercial
aquaculture industry to Australia, Europe,
Asia, and North America. This snail can be
further spread by wildlife and hitchhiking on
recreational gear. The New Zealand mud snail
is highly adaptable to varying water conditions.
Additionally, the only New Zealand mud snails
that have been found in the United States are
self-cloning parthenogenic females. A single
female can create a colony of up to 40 million
snails in a year. The New Zealand mud snail is very small, being only 1/8 inch
in size, and has a hardened operculum that allows the snail to seal itself inside
when threatened or if exposed to drier times. The snail’s shell is dark brown
with five or six whorls. Although some wildlife feed on the snail, most times,
due to its size and ability to seal itself, it passes through the digestive system
unharmed. The reproductive capability of the snail can result in high densities
which can outcompete native snails, mussels, and aquatic insects upon which
the native fishes depend. It is important to fully decontaminate recreational gear
(boats, canoes, waders, boots, nets, etc.) and remove as many visible hitchhikers
as possible. If you believe you have found the New Zealand mud snail in tribal
waters, please take as many pictures as possible, report the location, and bring
the snail in to the Pokagon Department of Natural Resources.

What’s that Edible/Medicinal Species?
American Persimmon (Diospyros virginiana)
American Persimmon (Diospyros virginiana)
is a fruit bearing tree that grows 35-60 feet
tall and can be found as far north as southern
Michigan within the United States. The tree
can grow in a range of soils and sun tolerance,
but prefers moist, sandy soils. The American
persimmon tree has dark gray bark that breaks
into rectangular blocks and
ovate-elliptical leaves with a dark
green glossy surface. The American
persimmon is a deciduous tree that
occurs as female and male trees,
but some trees may have perfect
flowers. Fruits on the trees ripen in
the fall to an orange or reddish-purple
color, with some persisting on the
tree into winter. Fruits are one to two
inches in diameter and have four bracts
on the top of the fruit. Many wildlife,
including white-tailed deer, are
attracted to this tree and eat the fruit.
The fruit sweetens as it ripens and can
be eaten directly off the tree or can
be used in jellies, syrups, or pies. Leaves of the tree are used to make tea. As with
any new edible or medicinal, please ensure that you have a positive identification
before use and utilize in small quantities at first to make sure there are no allergic
or adverse reactions.

Pokagon Court & Peacemaking Center
by Jason S. Wesaw

Bozho ndenwémagnedek. Mnogishek ndeshnekaz, Mshiké ndodém, Bodéwadmi
ndaw. Nin sé Jason S Wesaw, Peacemaking Coordinator nmikchéwi ode pi.
My name is Jason S. Wesaw. Some of you know me as we have lived and
socialized together within our community for a long time. In my life, I’m
fortunate to have been mentored by some amazing people in our Tribe as I’ve
worked, volunteered, and taught in various capacities for the Pokagon Band over
the last 25 years. But, I wanted to re-introduce myself to everyone today in my
role as the Peacemaking Coordinator within the Band’s Tribal Court.
This newly created position is part of a community initiative that is well over
two decades old and I have personally been involved on this journey for 16
years now. As part of a dedicated group of Pokagon Band citizens, elders, youth,
veterans, leaders, and Court staff, we have worked together to visualize how we
could build a foundation for what Peacemaking may look like, again, in our
families, clans, and community. Indeed, I did say ‘again,’ because these ideas are
not anything new to Native people. Rather, Peacemaking is at the center of how
we have always worked together to maintain order, communicate clearly, and
bring about resolution in difficult times of disagreement, heartache, and wrong
doings. In villages across Turtle Island, there are teachings that explain our place
amongst all of Creation and how we maintain a humble respect for the life forces
around us. We’ve hosted many elders and knowledge keepers here over the years,
and they continually remark to us on how beautiful, resilient, and progressive the
Pokagon Potawatomi people are. I’ve also had the opportunity to travel to many
other Tribal communities where these teachings are utilized as a tool to maintain
emotional strength and heal old wounds.
My first visit on this path of learning was in 2005, to the Garden River First
Nation in Ontario, Canada. I made this trip with Nmeshomes, my Grandfather,
and many other Pokagons. Though this was my first introduction to the concepts
of Peacemaking, I have come to understand that many of our people carry
these teachings and philosophies with them in their daily lives. Our elders and
traditional folks possess very special gifts. It’s important to take the time to be
with them, to laugh and listen, to eat together, and learn from them.
I’d like to invite you to
the Pokagon Court &
Peacemaking Center. It is
here, in this new facility,
that our community can
feel safe and empowered
to find ways to strengthen
our relationships through
Peacemaking, so that
the young people will
walk confidently using
those same gifts that our
elders and traditional
Gerald Wesaw, Sr. and Jason S. Wesaw on the first
people depend upon:
community Peacemaking learning and sharing trip in 2005
the gifts of love, respect,
and appreciation for all life. In this upcoming series of newsletter articles, we’ll
continue to examine ways the Peacemaking program can assist the community,
where and how you can get involved, and when to reach out to us for help. There
is additional information about Peacemaking on the Pokagon Band website and I
can be reached directly by phone at (269)519-0286.
Wéwéné – In a Good Way
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The Wellness Center Sponsors its First Ride Across the State (R.A.T.S.) October 15-16

Congratulations to some amazing bicyclists! The Wellness Center sponsored our
first Ride Across the State (R.A.T.S.) on the weekend of October 15-16 and we
had seven members participate. Many of these brave people practiced the ride by
training three days a week during the past three months. We started out from the
sandy shore of Lake Michigan at the Ludington State Park. The first thirty-four
miles of the journey led us through the beautiful countryside, up some monstrous
hills, and past some historical buildings. There were some initial challenges, but
everyone settled in for the long ride ahead.
We stopped for lunch at the beginning of the Pere Marquette rails-to-trails in
Baldwin. It was nice to stretch the legs, eat some salmon, and regroup for the
next phase of the ride. The sandy gravel of the next sixteen miles of trail caught
a few of the riders off-guard and really taxed their legs. We stopped for another
break and the rain began. The temperature had been steadily falling throughout
the day and when the clouds released it was a struggle to push on to the final
stop of the day. We made it through and welcomed a hot shower! The first day
was done and we had been on the trail for just over eight hours. It would be
another eight or nine hours of riding on Sunday.
We started the second day in forty-three-degree weather with a stout sixteen mph
wind blowing right in our face. The gusts were reaching mid-thirty mph, but the
crew was undeterred. As we approached the 100-mile marker we realized it would
get dark before we could finish. With everyone having ridden further then they
had ever gone in a single ride, we decided to stop while it was still an enjoyable
experience. It was a little disappointing not making it all the way across the
state, but the resolve to train harder and return next year resonated throughout
the group. Our oldest rider, 69-year-old Steve, said, “What a challenge. A great
time and great fellowship along the trail. Definitely looking forward to the next
event!” We had two riders in their mid-sixties, John and Bob, who both said they
are very happy to have been training and for the opportunity to participate in
the challenge. Both men plan to increase their training and be even more ready
next year. Our youngest rider, 21-year-old Hannah, said she didn’t realize how
challenging it was to ride a bike that far and she was making the commitment
to train better for the next ride.

Overall, it was an awesome experience and we accomplished our goal of keeping
our Tribal Citizens motivated to exercise. The Wellness Center challenges are
designed to provide you with an opportunity to gauge your fitness. We want to
see everyone experience the joys of moving and accomplishing their goals. The
R.A.T.S. ride successfully motivated all those who participated and left them
wanting more. We look forward to having more participants join us as we tackle
the trail again next year. If you would like to be a part of the 2022 Ride Across
the State, please contact the Wellness Center for more information. Happy Trails.
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Veteran Voice
Bozho Jiyak from the Pokegnek
Bodewadmik Ogitchedaw! We want
to thank all of you who show us
support and appreciation throughout
the year. It is great to have a special
day honoring veterans around the
world, but so much nicer to be
part of a community and Nation
that recognizes their warriors on a
daily basis. The Ogitchedaw are excited to continue serving our community in
whatever way we are needed. We are grateful for the opportunity to follow the
path of our ancestors while walking with you today and leading the way for
our next generation.
This month we are conducting an in-person meeting! Several veterans have been
anticipating this day for the past twenty months. The meeting will still have a
virtual aspect and all veterans are encouraged to attend either in-person or via
the Microsoft Teams link. If you are unable to attend due to no internet access,
no computer, or any other technical difficulty please let us know. We may be
able to help you get access to the meeting. Our commitment to veterans,
families, and the community is steadfast.
The month of October was a quiet one for the Ogitchedaw. One of our major
events last month was attending the Chicago Pow Wow. This event was sponsored
by the American Indian Center and returned to the historic Schiller Woods.
Although we could not provide a large contingent of support, we did have some
representation at the event. Please see the photos for some great examples of our
freedom of expression combined with the desire to share Native culture.
As more restrictions are being lifted, we are being invited back to several of our
annual events. We invite all our Pokagon Veterans and their families to join us
for these upcoming events:

• Honoring Our Veterans Parade – November 10, 10:30 a.m. at
Zagbëgon Academy. Veterans receive a special gift from the students.
• Dinner with a Sentinel – November 11 at 7:00 p.m. at Southwestern
Michigan College
• Veterans Day appreciation luncheon – November 13, 12:00 p.m.
Community Center
• Dowagiac Candlelight Parade – December 3, 6:30 p.m. at Dowagiac, MI
Please contact the Ogitchedaw at the email provided below if you would like
more information about attending any, or all, of these events.
We are continuing our drive to highlight our Pokagon Veterans in the first
edition of our Ogitchedaw Life Book. If you would like to share your story
or the story of a loved one, just let us know.
As always, please send any questions or comments to: Veterans.Chairman@
PokagonBand-nsn.gov
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Expanded Plush Turtle Distribution
The Department of Natural Resources
has been monitoring the dynamics of
turtle populations on tribal properties
through a U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Tribal Wildlife Grant for several years.
Under this grant the Center of History
& Culture and Natural Resources
have developed a special gift to offer
to tribal youth. Together we have
developed a plush turtle that will help
the youth learn about the Potawatomi
calendar, Potawatomi language, turtle teachings, and turtle conservation. This
turtle was developed by tribal citizens and employees of the Pokagon Band, and
was designed by a tribal artist.
Each turtle comes in its own box and includes an educational booklet that
contains all the information about their calendar, culture, and conservation.
The plush turtle has a language button embedded within and the thirteen-moon
calendar on its shell. We are currently expanding the plush turtle distribution to
include Pokagon Band tribal citizens, non-tribal siblings of tribal youth, as well
as Pokagon Band Government Employee children and Four Winds Employee
children 18 years of age and younger.
If you are interested in receiving a plush turtle, please click the link below and
fill out the online form. We are limiting each submission to one turtle. Pokagon
Band Government and Four Winds Employees will need to utilize employee IDs
instead of tribal citizen IDs when filling out the form.
https://www.PokagonBand-nsn.gov/plush-turtle-giveaway

Wear Hunter Orange for Safety During
Deer Hunting Season
As the deer hunting season is underway and bow hunting began in Michigan
and Indiana on October 1, the Pokagon Band Department of Natural Resources
wants to remind everyone to wear hunter orange, also known as blaze orange, for
safety if you are out on tribal properties. This willhelp hunters see you and keep
you safe if you are walking, running, or biking the trails or gathering on tribal
properties. Hunters are most active at dawn and dusk when the deer are most
active.

Campground Update
Just a friendly reminder that the weather is getting colder and we will be
winterizing the Campground on November 8. This will include the bathhouses
as well. The Pavilion will remain open as it is a heated facility. Thank you for
your understanding.
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Nétagiwsét – One who
always hunts/good hunter

Thigdëgën – A broom
Gziskëgën – A mop
Dopwen – Table
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Zagbëgon Academy Update
Our journey at Zagbëgon Academy has just begun as September
turns into October in what seemed like the blink of an eye! On
September 30th the Zagbëgon staff hosted its first gdenwemangnenanek
mdagwewen (our family fun) night of the year! The events theme was
carnival and consisted of tie-dyeing shirts, face painting, balloon making,
bounce houses and so much more. The students and their families
seemed to have a great time and we had a great turnout. The students are
adjusting well to their new daily routines in the classrooms and learning
so much. The classrooms are learning the basics of traditional lodge
teachings and utilizing the language as well. Our staff are also continuing
their learning of the language by attending weekly language classes.
The Zibé room has been learning about routines, working with others,
expectations, and responsibilities. The teachers have been working on
cues to alert the children that the schedule is advancing, such as a bell
ringing when they have ten more minutes before cleaning up. The
children are learning how to resolve social problems when they occur
by talking it out, the teachers stand by to assist and support as needed.
They also started a job chart so that each child has a responsibility to
do daily, this allows them to take ownership in their room.
Mtegwagke room has been busy
learning the daily routine. The teachers
are aiming to provide consistency and
predictability so that there is flexibility
with reasonable limits during each
part of the day. To ensure a sense of
belonging, the activities are based
on the interests and abilities of the
children. The basic elements of the
daily routine include planning time,
work time, cleanup time, recall time,
large group time, small group time,
and outside time. They have also been
taking walks around the campus and
one of their favorite destinations is
the gteganes (garden). The students
learn that they should always lay sema
(tobacco) before they pick. This has
been something they love to experience.
The Peshkwa room students have
adjusted well to their daily routines.
The students go outside rain or shine!
There is always a learning opportunity
no matter the weather. The teachers
have been encouraging their students
to be kind and to play with one
another. The students are already
becoming such great friends.
As you can see our staff have been
working hard on making sure that
the students learn all that they can
here at the academy and have fun
while doing it. We have many
planned events for the rest of the year
that are sure to be great successes.
We encourage each and every parent,
student, family and friend to attend
the events and support what we do
here at Zagbëgon.
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An Introduction to the Pokagon Band Gaming Commission

Prepared by: David Vialpando, PBGC Executive Director, David.Vialpando@PokagonBand-nsn.gov
The Pokagon Band Gaming Commission (PBGC) is the independent Tribal
government agency responsible for regulatory oversight of the Band’s casino
gaming enterprises, the Four Winds Casinos (FWC). Federal law, through the
Indian Gaming Regulatory Act (Public Law 100-497-Oct. 17, 1988 100th
Congress Sec.2701) designates tribes as the primary regulators of gaming
occurring on tribal lands. The Pokagon Band Gaming Regulatory Act (Gaming
Ordinance) designates the PBGC as the Band’s tribal gaming regulatory agency.
The PBGC has promulgated regulations to guide the activity of the Gaming
Commission in its primary role of ensuring the integrity of gaming, the
protection of Tribal assets, and safeguarding public health and safety.
The Indian Gaming Regulatory Act also created the National Indian Gaming
Commission (NIGC) as the federal oversight agency charged with ensuring that
tribes regulate gaming conducted on tribal lands consistent with federal law, their
Gaming Ordinance, and gaming commission regulations. The Pokagon Band is
one of only seven Tribes in the United States to have earned a Certificate of SelfRegulation from the NIGC. This hard-earned and highly coveted distinction by
the NIGC acknowledges the exceptionally high standards of regulation applied
by the PBGC to the Four Winds Casinos.

The activity of the PBGC is overseen by three highly experienced and engaged
Gaming Commissioners, all of whom are Pokagon Band Citizens. The Gaming
Commission acts as the adjudicatory body in considering staff recommendations
regarding suitability licensing of casino employees and vendors, considers
proposed disciplinary actions and serves as the appeals body for licensing
sanctions and denials, patron complaints, and the PBGC’s exclusion of
individuals from the Four Winds Casinos for undesirable activity, such as
cheating during game play. The PBGC Gaming Commissioners are:

• Chairman Richard J. Klemm
• Vice-Chair Cassie F. Alley
• Commissioner Bruce V. Molnar
The Gaming Commissioners also review the work conducted by the PBGC
Executive Director and the three departments which make-up the PBGC:
Department of Licensing & Investigations, Department of Internal Audit, and
the Department of Compliance & Enforcement. The PBGC Executive Director
is responsible for the day-to-day administration of the PBGC, coordination of
PBGC regulatory initiatives with FWC management, and keeping the Gaming
Commissioners informed concerning unusual events and circumstances related
to regulatory compliance and public health and safety. The PBGC Executive
Director is David Vialpando. Contact information for the PBGC and additional
information can be found at the Commission’s website at: https://www.
pokagonband-nsn.gov/pokagonbandgamingcommission.
The PBGC Department of Licensing & Investigations conducts suitability
background investigations of all casino employees and vendors seeking licensure
to work in the Four Winds Casinos or conduct business with FWC. The
Department of Licensing & Investigations is tasked with ensuring the integrity,

honesty, and trustworthiness of PBGC licensees. The Department of Licensing
& Investigations is also responsible for conducting investigations related to
questionable game play events, asset control errors and suspicious activity,
and the investigation of patron and employee complaints related to game play
errors and illegal or suspicious behavior. Where illegal behavior is suspected,
the PBGC coordinates the resultant criminal investigation of such matters with
the Pokagon Band Tribal Police Department. The Department of Licensing &
Investigations also manages the Patron Voluntary Self-Exclusion Program, the
involuntary exclusion of patrons for cause, and conducts investigations related to
potential gaming license suspensions and revocations for consideration by
the Gaming Commission.
The PBGC Department of Internal Audit assesses compliance by the Four Winds
Casino with established internal control procedures and conducts independent
risk-based audits of all gaming and operational areas within the casinos, including
gaming machines, table games, drop & count cage, credit, card games (poker),
complimentary services, information technology, marketing, purchasing, food &
beverage, and accounts payable. The Department of Internal Audit conducts the
required NIGC annual audits, Bank Secrecy Act compliance reviews, and antimoney laundering audits. The Department of Internal Audit
ensures that all Four Winds Casino properties comply with
NIGC Minimum Internal Control Standards (MICS) or Tribal
Internal Control Standards (TICS), documents areas where the
casinos are non-compliant, and ensures that corrective action is
implemented to ensure future compliance. During every audit,
these highly skilled employees use their skills to detect and
report weaknesses in Internal Controls, which may expose Tribal
assets to theft and misappropriation. All Internal Audit staff
are members of the Institute of Internal Auditors, which require
auditors to apply and uphold the following four principles:
Integrity, Objectivity, Confidentiality, and Competency.
The Department of Compliance & Enforcement employs
trained staff who ensure day-to-day regulatory compliance by all FWC
departments. Compliance & Enforcement gaming inspectors independently review
and approve virtually all aspects of casino gaming activity, from the movement of
gaming devices and gaming resource supplies, to gaming device inspection and
software verification to ensure the integrity and adherence to technical standards
of all gaming devices. Compliance & Enforcement gaming inspectors monitor
game play at casino table games looking for cheats and advantage players, policy
and procedure violations by casino employees, and conditions posing a potential
danger to patron and employee health and safety. Compliance & Enforcement
gaming inspectors record all violations of PBGC regulations and the Gaming
Ordinance, as well as casino policy and procedure violations for report to FWC
management and the PBGC Gaming Commissioners.
Through the dedication and hard-work of PBGC staff, under the leadership
of the PBGC Gaming Commissioners, the PBGC is recognized by the NIGC,
the National Tribal Gaming Commissioners and Regulators Association, and
tribal gaming regulatory agencies across the United States as industry leaders
in a number of gaming regulatory areas, including Environmental Public Health
& Safety and Pandemic Response Planning, Criminal Justice Information
Security Compliance, the regulation of iGaming and sports wagering, Gaming
Technology Standards Compliance, and Self-Certification Auditing. PBGC
staff are frequently asked to share industry best practices developed by the
PBGC with industry counterparts at national forums. With this said, the PBGC
has adopted an organizational philosophy of continuous process improvement
and is constantly working to take the PBGC to the next level of exceptional
performance and enhanced regulatory oversight. None of this could be achieved
without the commitment of outstanding staff dedicated to protecting the interests
of the Pokagon Band.
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COVID-19: Looking Back and Looking Forward
By Priscilla Gatties, Director of Health Services

On December 31, 2019, the World Health Organization first learned of a new
coronavirus called SARS-CoV-2 that originated in Wuhan, China and caused
an outbreak of viral pneumonia. Now known as COVID-19, this disease was
formally declared a worldwide pandemic on March 11, 2020 and just two days
later, the President declared a nationwide emergency.
As our community faced tough decisions on determining the best course of
action to combat the virus, we saw widespread shutdowns and business closures,
stay-at-home orders, and hospitals in certain areas struggling to respond to the
surge of patients suffering from COVID-19. Looking back almost two years
later, we find ourselves needing to continue our efforts at preventing the spread
of the virus and its variants. However, over this period we have gained significant
knowledge about the virus and how it works and have subsequently built a
toolkit of resources to assist us in minimizing COVID-19's impact on our
communities as we move forward.
First and foremost, the development and authorization of COVID-19 vaccines
has been an enormous game-changer. In December of 2020, the FDA and CDC
approved an Emergency Use Authorization for the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine,
and shortly thereafter a wide-scale effort was undertaken to distribute vaccines
to citizens, starting with those most at-risk from COVID-19 complications
and most at-risk for COVID-19 exposure. Moderna and J&J vaccines were also
subsequently approved for use. Since December 2020, Pokagon Health Services
(PHS) has been able to administer approximately 5700 doses of COVID-19
vaccine to date to citizens, employees, patients, household members and
community residents. PHS continues to offer COVID-19 vaccines in the
Family Activity Center and can also give seasonal flu vaccines at the same time
as the COVID-19 vaccine.

Cass county reported on 10/15/2021 that only 44.4% of the eligible population
in the county were fully vaccinated. According to the CDC, vaccinated
individuals are 25 times less likely to experience hospitalization or death than
unvaccinated individuals. These tools are essential to help us protect each other.
Besides preventive measures, scientists are constantly working on new ways to
treat COVID-19 once individuals have been exposed or infected. Treatments
like monoclonal antibodies have been given emergency use authorization, and
an intravenous antiviral medication (Remdesivir) has been given approval for
use in certain individuals hospitalized with COVID-19. As of this writing,
an antiviral medication in pill form is anticipated to undergo FDA review on
November 30th; if the FDA approves use of this pill based on the supporting
evidence, this medication will be yet another option to use from
our toolkit of resources to help us with COVID-19.
As we look back, we should also look forward. Although COVID-19 may be
with us for a lot longer than we planned or hoped for back in the early days
of the pandemic, with the knowledge and experience we have behind us, we
can learn to live with the pandemic without us having to put our lives on hold.
Be wise and be safe.

pokégnek bodéwadmik health services

Pfizer is currently recommended for ages 12+ and requires 2 doses for
most individuals, or a 3rd dose for those who are moderately to severely
immunocompromised. A booster dose after 6 months is recommended,
particularly for those who are elderly or who have an underlying medical
condition or work in a high-risk setting. As of this writing, authorizations
are pending for Pfizer to be given to children ages 5 to 11. PHS is preparing
to offer the Pfizer vaccine to kids potentially as soon as early November.
Moderna and J&J are currently approved for ages 18+. Booster doses of
Moderna and J&J were also recently recommended by the FDA and pending
CDC approval, should be available by early November 2021. It is expected
that the Moderna and J&J boosters will follow similar guidelines as those for
Pfizer. PHS will be communicating with citizens, patients, and employees
about the availability of boosters for Moderna.
As always, the tribal vaccine page is the best source for the most up-to-date
information from PHS: https://www.pokagonband-nsn.gov/citizens/covid-19citizen-vaccination-information or you can call our vaccine line directly on
(269) 692-5812.
If you have not yet received your COVID-19 vaccine, we strongly encourage
you to schedule your appointment or reach out to your Primary Care Provider
to answer any questions you may have about the COVID-19 vaccines. We
know the vaccines are safe, and we know they work.
Apart from vaccines, social distancing and masking (particularly in enclosed
areas) remains an effective tool against spreading the virus. The Delta variant
has shown that it can be transmitted in both vaccinated and non-vaccinated
individuals (however, vaccinated people appear to spread the virus for a shorter
amount of time than non-vaccinated people), so the CDC advises masking for
all when indoors, particularly in areas where there is a higher transmission rate
and low vaccination rates.
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2022 Blood Drives
January 27 , March 31, May 26
July 21 and September 15
at Pokagon Health Services | Family Activity Center
Sign up at MIBlood.org or contact Elizabeth Leffler at
(269) 462- 4406 or Elizabeth.Leffler@ PokagonBand-nsn.gov.
gyankobjegémen

stay connected

pokagon.com
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Community Development Team Drafts Transportation Plans and Programs
The Pokagon Band Community Development team is currently drafting the
Pokagon Band Long Range Transportation Plan 2022-2047 (LRTP) and the
2022-2025 Tribal Transportation Improvement Program (TTIP). These are
prepared in coordination with the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) under the
Tribal Transportation Program Agreement between the Pokagon Band and
the BIA, signed August 9, 2021.
The documents identify long term (LRTP) and mid-term (TTIP) transportation
needs and projects meeting these needs for residents of and visitors to Pokagon
Band Tribal Lands. Projects include but are not limited to construction,
reconstruction, and operational improvements to roads, trails, bridges, pedestrian
and bicycle facilities, parking areas and transit serving Tribal Lands located in
Michigan and Indiana.
The LRTP is a 20+ year planning document that creates a list of fiscally
constrained projects eligible for federal funding once they are added to the TTIP.
The LRTP also identifies those facilities that the Pokagon Band proposes to add
to the National Tribal Transportation Facilities Inventory (NTTFI) to qualify for
future placement on the federally-funded TTIP. These include existing as well
as proposed facilities. The LRTP includes policies to guide the Pokagon Band’s
transportation decision making including project selection for the TTIP. The
LRTP is typically updated on a 5-year basis but can be updated more frequently.
The LRTP was most recently updated by the Tribal Council in December 2019
and this represents a thorough revision to reflect priorities changed since then.

The TTIP is a four year capital improvement program of projects consistent
with the LRTP and eligible for federal funding during fiscal years 2022-2025.
The TTIP update is approved annually by the end of each calendar year by
the Tribal Council. The TTIP reflects the federal transportation dollars
available and planned expenditures during the covered period. Although annual
updates such as this are required, the Tribal Council can amend the TTIP more
often if needed.
The two documents are being prepared in a coordinated way to speed
development while respecting reviewers’ and decision makers’ time. The
draft 2022-2047 LRTP as well as the Draft 2022-2025 TTIP will be available
electronically for review by citizens and others between October 25, 2021
and November 15, 2021. It is anticipated that they will brought to the Tribal
Council for approval following the review and analysis of comments received
(if any) before the end of this calendar year.
For further information or to request an electronic copy of the documents,
please contact Robert Torzynski, AICP, Planning Manager at (269) 782-4896,
or Robert.Torzynski@PokagonBand-nsn.gov.		

pokégnek bodéwadmik

Please join us for a

Holiday
Luncheon

November 18 at 12 p.m.
Silver Creek Event Center,
Four Winds New Buffalo
Elders and their spouses will enjoy
lunch (served at 12 p.m.) and
complimentary free slot play.
A shuttle is available from the
Community Center. Pick-up time is 10 a.m.
and the shuttle departs casino from
Four Winds at 3 p.m.
Register during the Business
Meeting on November 4 or call Julie Dye
at (269) 462-1004. Citizen’s name and
their spouses name, birthdays, player card
numbers and number of riders using the
shuttle service is required.

gyankobjegémen

stay connected

pokagon.com

Bne ona gizes
l

PAG E 1 8

SMOKE D TURKE Y MO ON

November Harvest Month: Winter Squash
The term winter squash is a bit of a misnomer as they are harvested in the fall
and will keep well through the cold winter months for which they're named.
Winter squash comes in dozens of varieties which display many different shapes,
sizes and colors. Butternut squash is the sweetest and most mild of the winter
squashes, tends to be the most common.
Winter squash is a low-calorie, good source of complex vegetable carbohydrates
and dietary fiber. It is an excellent source of vitamin A, a great source of vitamin
C, potassium, dietary fiber and manganese, and a good source of folate.
All winter squashes have hard shells. This means that while we often eat the skin
of summer squashes (zucchini, yellow crookneck, patty pan) we usually do not
eat the skin of winter squashes.
When selecting squash, pick plants that feel heavy for their size, and have a matte
rather than glossy finish. Check for unwanted blemishes and bruises, and a hard
shell that cannot be pierced by a fingernail. Stems should be intact, tan and dry.
Try dozens of squash varieties this season!
1) Spaghetti Squash; 2) Butternut Squash; 3) Buttercup Squash;
4) Acorn Squash; 5) Sugar Pumpkin; 6) Kabocha Squash;
1

Creator) after each generation. By collecting tokens in each quadrant of the
Medicine Wheel you complete your journey through the 7 Generations then
you return as an Ancestor Star to help another player complete their journey.
At this point we essentially had the “rough draft” finished with the gameplay
complete. I (Nola's mom) am a pyrographer and Nola is my pyrographer-intraining. I bought a thin, circular
wooden board and we burned
the outlines of all of our pictures
into the board. Then we painted
everything and sealed it up. We
chose the characters to be based
on North American animals and
found some little crystal stars to
serve as our Ancestor Stars.
To make this public we posted it
on Facebook and we're working
on creating a downloadable PDF
if anyone wants to DIY their own
Medicine Wheel game!
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Student Excels with Excellence with Educational
Excellence Initiative, continued from page one

4

Butternut Squash Fries Recipe
Prep time: 10 minutes
Cook time: 45-55 minutes
Estimated Cost: $3.50
Serves: 4-6 as a side dish
Ingredients:
1 medium butternut squash
(about 2 lbs.)
2 tsp. olive oil
1/4 cup brown sugar
1 tsp ground cinnamon
3/4 tsp. salt
1/4 tsp. pepper
Directions:
Preheat oven to 400°F.

All in all it was a really fun project
and we're excited to start the next
project of 2021!
The Educational Excellence Initiative is an incentive-based program to help
students earn extra funding to put toward Department of Education programs.
Since most homeschooled students do not have grades and attendance to
submit from a school system, we have a special Service Learning Project they
can do to earn the funds. The guidelines are broad in order to appropriately
fit students of all grades and levels of development. For more information on
how your homeschooled child can earn EEI funding by doing a Service Learning
Project, please contact Kristie Bussler at Kristie.Bussler@PokagonBand-nsn.gov
or call (269) 782-0887.

Ki gkéndan né Did you know?
In Bodwéwadmimwen, the names of animals are
created to highlight their special characteristics?
The names of animals are often derived from a
root verb in Bodwéwadmimwen, such as the word: Sengo – grey squirrel/
fox squirrel (aka the bigger ones) Sengo is derived from the root verb:
Senthgo meaning- h/s digs a hole to store food

If desired, peel squash. Small pieces of peel are perfectly edible and
not peeling will shorten your preparation time.
Slice squash in half, remove seeds. Cut squash into wedges approximately
1/3 inch thick.
When all squash has been cut, slice wedges into sticks, approximately,
1/3 inch thick.
Put all ingredients in a medium mixing bowl and toss, using clean hands
or wooden spoon.
When all fries have been coated, divide fries onto two 9”x13” baking pans,
making sure there is no more than a single layer of fries on each pan.
Place pans in oven for 45-55 minutes, flipping them after 20 minutes
and checking on them after 40 total minutes have passed.

Tribal Caterers are Needed
Caterers must be licensed by Michigan, Indiana, or
Code Enforcement Officer and must have ServSafe or
be willing to obtain (can be done through Four Winds).
Please contact Joe Cooper at (269) 462-4205 or
Joseph.Cooper@pokagonband-nsn.gov or

Open Enrollment for the Deferred Per Capita
Savings Plan is November 30
Jason Fuller, a representative from Providence First Trust Financial will be
onsite from November 9 from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. and November 10
from 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. to answer questions for new enrollees and existing
participants at the Administration Building, Dowagiac campus. Walk-ins are
welcome. To ensure safety of all, participants are to observe precautionary
COVID measures.
Per Capita Savings Plan
Pokagon Citizens can create and preserve wealth with the Per Capita Savings
Plan. Enrollment is now open for citizens who want to save and invest per
capita payments on a tax-deferred basis. If you enroll in the plan during this
open enrollment, deferral into the plan will begin with the first per capita
payment in January 2022.
The plan is completely voluntary; you do not have to participate. Because
this plan is optional, you must affirmatively make an election in writing to
participate. This plan provides citizens with a voluntary option to defer all
or just a portion of your monthly per capita payments until a future date.
The money that is deferred is not taxed now; the taxes owed are deferred
until the money is received. You will also be able to choose the length of
the deferral and when you receive the money that you elect to defer.
Your election to defer your per capita only applies for one year. However,
you may choose to automatically renew your enrollment so that your election
to
defer will remain in effect for subsequent years until modified.
Five Key Facts About the Per Capita Savings Plan
1. Participation is completely voluntary and you can Defer 10-100%
of your per capita amount (excluded from income tax you take out)
2. You select the investment option and trustee invests the
per capita contribution
3. Minimum deferral period is five years
(money grows tax-deferred for that period)
4. You have the option to stop or start contributions annually
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Do You Need Help With Your Winter Heating Bills?
The Social Services Department will start accepting
applications for LIHEAP on November 1, 2021.
Remember this program is designed to provide a
one-time assistance payment to help with the high
energy costs during the winter and summer months.
The program is designed to assist citizens living within
our service area; LaPorte, St. Joseph, Elkhart, Starke,
Marshall and Kosciusko Counties in Indiana; and Cass,
Berrien, Allegan, and Van Buren Counties in Michigan.

• To apply call or come into the Social Services Department
at 58620 Sink Road, Dowagiac. Phone number (269) 782-8998
or 1 (800) 517-0777 or you may fax information to (269) 782-4295.
Information may also be found on the Pokagon website.
• Proof of all household income is needed:
1. Proof of all yearly income; including Per Capita and/or
2. Award letters from (SSI, RSDI, Elder’s Stipend, VA, etc…) and/or
3. Child Support Received or paid or
4. Completion of Zero Income Form if those above do not apply.
• Providers Bill.
• Social Security numbers are required on applications,
for all household members.
• Social Security Cards (copy) are REQUIRED for all household members.
• Tribal identification is also required.
• Picture identification may also be required
(driver’s license, student ID, etc).
The Income Guidelines are as follows:
Household Size		Income Limit
		
			
		
1		
		
2		
		
3		
		
4		
		5		
		
6		

IN
$27,012
$35,324
$43,635
$51,947
$60,259
$68,570

MI
$29,169
$38,145
$47,120
$56,095
$65,070
$74,045

5. Plan provides for emergencies
Four Easy Steps to Enroll in Pokagon Per Capita Savings Plan
1. Locate the form on the Pokagon website
(Form is also located at the Administration Building)
2. Fill out sections 1–7
3. Have form notarized by licensed notary
(local bank or Administration Building)
4. Mail form to address listed on bottom of form
NOTE: Direct all enrollment questions to our plan trustee Providence
First at 1 (855) POKAGON.
For more information, please visit www.PokagonBand-nsn.gov/citizens/
financial-education

Pokagon Government Department Appointments
and Walk-in Visit Guidelines
For the latest information, please visit the link below.
www.PokagonBand-nsn.gov/pokagon-government-departments-updateappointment-and-walk-visit-guidelines

New Buffalo School Courtyard Improvement
The Pokagon Fund sponsored courtyard improvements for New Buffalo
School high school and middle school students.
Dr. Jeff Leslie, Superintendent of New Buffalo Area Schools, stated
"The courtyard has gone from being an embarrassing eyesore to being
an instructional space that gets used every day, throughout the day.
I rarely see it unoccupied now."
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Diabetes
Diabetes is a metabolism disorder. Metabolism is the way our bodies use
digested food for energy and growth. Most of what we eat is broken down
into glucose. Glucose is a form of sugar in the blood and is the main source
of fuel for our bodies. Our cells use the glucose for energy and growth. Glucose
can’t enter a cell without insulin, which is produced in our pancreas and acts
as a “key” to open the cell for glucose to enter. After eating a meal our pancreas
releases enough insulin so the glucose can move from our blood into our cells
and be used for energy (insulin unlocks cells to allow glucose in, similar to how
a key unlocks a door).
Image obtained from: www.slideshare.
net/Rambaan/understandingdiabetes-72489664

A person with diabetes has a
condition in which the quantity
of the glucose in the blood stream
is too high. This is either because
the pancreas does not secrete enough insulin, does not secrete insulin at all, and/
or the cells do not respond properly to the insulin that the pancreas produces.
This excess glucose will eventually pass though the body via the urine. Even
though the blood has plenty of glucose, the cells are not getting it for their
essential energy and growth requirements. If this process continues then damage
to the body starts to occur.
Types of Diabetes:

• Type 1: Your pancreas does not produce any insulin
• Type II: Your pancreas does not produce enough insulin
and/or there is insulin resistance. Gestational diabetes:
diabetes developed during pregnancy.
How to stay healthy if I have diabetes
Although diabetes can’t be cured, you can still live a long and healthy life.
The single most important thing you can do is control your blood sugar level.
You can do this by eating right, exercising, maintaining a healthy weight and,
if needed, taking oral medicines or insulin.
Eat a healthy diet
The recommended diet for many people who have diabetes is very similar to
that suggested for everyone: low in fat, low in cholesterol, low in salt and low
in added sugar. In order to help keep your blood sugar at a healthy level, it's
important to eat at least 3 meals per day and never skip a meal.

Open Positions Available
The following open positions are still available and listed in alphabetical order.
Please refer to the Pokagon website or the Legislative Edition to read the position
descriptions, qualifications and details on how to apply.
• Alternate Positions Pokagon
Band Land Use Board

• Kee-Boon-Mein-Kaa Pow
Wow Committee

• Alternate Position Traditions
and Repatriations Committee

• Mno-Bmadsen Board Director

• Ethics Board
• Food Sovereignty Committee
• Ggaténmamen Gdankobthegnanêk
Pow Wow Committee
• Health Care Advisory Board

• Pokagon Rights Board
• Representations Outreach Board
• Revenue Allocation Code
Review Committee
• Salary Commission
• Tribal Art Review Committee

Exercise
Exercising will help your body use insulin and lower your blood sugar level.
It also helps control your weight, gives you more energy and is good for your
overall health.
Maintain a healthy weight
Losing excess weight and maintaining a healthy body weight will help you in
2 ways. First, it helps insulin work better in your body. Second, it will lower
your blood pressure and decrease your risk for heart disease.
Take your medicine
If your diabetes can't be controlled with diet, exercise and weight control, your
doctor may recommend medicine or insulin. Oral medicines (taken by mouth)
can make your body produce more insulin or help your body use the insulin
it makes more efficiently. Some people need to add insulin to their bodies with
insulin injections, insulin pens or insulin pumps. Always take medicines exactly
as your doctor prescribes.

Guidelines for Pokégnêk Yathdanawa Submissions
Enrolled citizens of the Pokagon Band are
encouraged to submit original letters, stories,
pictures, poetry, and announcements for
publication in Pokégnêk Yathdanawa. Submissions
shall be the views and product of the submitting
member. Submissions written by or to a thirdparty, such as the governor or a congressman,
and copied to Pokégnêk Yathdanawa are not original.
Anonymous or “name withheld” submissions will not be published. Members
shall include their tribal enrollment number, full name, and mailing address
with all newsletter submissions. Tribal enrollment number and mailing address
will be used for verification purposes and will not be published, unless member
specifically requests to have it published.
Newsletter staff will contact members should any reason arise that may delay
or prevent posting of newsletter submissions. To ensure timely communication
with members regarding their newsletter submissions, members may choose
to provide additional contact information such as a phone number or e-mail
address. Phone numbers, e-mail addresses, and other provided contact
information will not be published, unless member specifically requests to
have it published.
Not all submissions are guaranteed publication upon submission. Newsletter
staff reserves the right to refuse submissions based on the following criteria;

• False, misleading, or defamatory;
• Discriminatory, sexist, racist, demeaning, insulting, or otherwise
offensive to another;
• Threatening, harassing, intimidating, or otherwise may tend
to produce fear;
• Profane, obscene, pornographic, indecent, or patently offensive
to the average user;
• Disruptive to the office, undermining of the Band’s or a supervisor’s
authority, or impairing of working relationships; and
• Absolutely no political campaigning is allowed.
Please email submissions to Pokagon.Newsletter@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

Avocados
Cottage Cheese
Salad

10
Turkey Wrap
Avocados
Cottage Cheese

Mixed Vegetables
Quinoa
Fruit Cocktail

9
Salisbury Steak
French Style Green Beans
Tomato Salad

Egg Salad Sandwich

Peaches

Yogurt

8

Chicken & Wild Rice Soup

Cottage Cheese

Pears

24

Quinoa Salad
Cottage Cheese

23
Chipotle Lime Tilapia
Black Bean Medley
Tomato Salad

Peaches

Yogurt

22

Stuffed Pepper Soup

Ham Sandwich

Fruit Cocktail

30
Italian Rustic Cod
Green Beans
Broccoli Salad
Cottage Cheese

29

Vegetable Soup

Chicken Salad Sandwich

Fruit Cocktail

Yogurt

Yogurt

Salad

Black Bean Medley

Turkey Sandwich

Please call the day before if
you would like to pick up a meal
(269) 782-0765. Meals are
subject to change. Please stay
in your vehicle and we will bring
your food out to you.

Pumpkin Pie

Salad

Corn Bread

Chili with Buffalo Meat

Quinoa

Mixed Vegetables

Stuffed Green Peppers

Smokey Applewood Salmon

Potato Soup

17

16

15

Salad

Chicken Wrap

Tortilla Crusted Tilapia

Bean Soup

Yogurt

3

WEDNESDAY

2

TUESDAY

1

MONDAY

Pokagon Government
Offices Closed in Observance
of Thanksgiving Day

26

Salad

Baked Beans

Baked Chips

Chicken Patties

19

Fruit Cocktail

Salad

Roasted Peppers

Italian Beef with Au Jus

12

Peaches

Salad

Green Beans

Goulash

5

FRIDAY

november

Pokagon Government
Offices Closed in Observance
of Thanksgiving Day

25

Tacos with Black Beans

18

Pokagon
Government
Offices Closed in
Observance of
Veteran's Day

11

Nutrigrain Bars

Cereal

Breakfast Skillet Bowl

4

THURSDAY
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Elders Council November Calendar of Events

Tribal Council November Calendar of Events

Stay connected. Check Pokagon.com for the lastest information.

Stay connected. Check Pokagon.com for the lastest information.
1 Tribal Council Special Session, TBA, 10 a.m.
2 Gaming Authority, TBA, 10 a.m.
4 Tribal Council Special Session, TBA, 10 a.m.
8 Tribal Council Special Session, TBA, 10 a.m.
9 Gaming Authority, TBA, 10 a.m.
11 Pokagon Government Offices Closed
in Observance of Veteran's Day
13 Tribal Citizen Saturday Meeting,
Community Center, 10 a.m.
15 Tribal Council Special Session, TBA, 10 a.m.
16 Gaming Authority, TBA, 10 a.m.
18 Indiana US Attorney meeting, Closed, 10 a.m.
22 Tribal Council Special Session, TBA, 10 a.m.
23 Gaming Authority, TBA, 10 a.m.
25 Pokagon Government Offices Closed
in Observance of Thanksgiving Day
29 Tribal Council Special Session, TBA, 10 a.m.
30 Gaming Authority, TBA, 10 a.m.

3

Elders Day at Espin VR, See Flyer for Details,
605 W. Edison, Mishawaka, IN, 11 a.m.
4 Meeting, Call (586) 250-2691,
ID 868 676 836#, 10 a.m.
10 Meeting, Call (586) 250-2691,
ID 990 600 595#, 10 a.m.
17 Elders Day at Espin VR, See Flyer for Details,
605 W. Edison, Mishawaka, IN, 11 a.m.
18 Elders Holiday Luncheon, See Flyer for Details,
Four Winds New Buffalo, 12 p.m.
24 Meeting, Call (586) 250-2691,
ID 258 118 241#, 10 a.m.
Reminder that the Elders Lawn mowing program concludes
on Oct 31. Applications must be received by November 15,
or they will not be paid.

Tribal Council December Calendar of Events
Stay connected. Check Pokagon.com for the lastest information.
1 Legislative Session, TBA,Community Center, 10 a.m.
2 Tribal Council Special Session, TBA, 10 a.m.
6 Tribal Council Special Session, TBA, 10 a.m.
7 Gaming Authority, TBA, 10 a.m.
9 Tribal Citizen Saturday Meeting,
Community Center, 10 a.m.

Elders Council December Calendar of Events
Stay connected. Check Pokagon.com for the lastest information.

2

Business Meeting, In Person or Microsoft Teams,
Call (586) 250-2691, ID 395 607 897#, 10 a.m.
8 Meeting, Call (586) 250-2691,
ID 637 344 574#, 10 a.m.
22 Meeting, Call (586) 250-2691,
Per Capita News
ID 420 619 268#, 10 a.m.
The Enrollment Office needs the following individuals to update their addresses.
If there is an X in the column(s) by your name, you have either a Christmas
check and/or per capita payments due to you. Please contact the Enrollment
Office at (269) 782-1763 or the Finance Department at (269) 462-4209.
NAME

CHRISTMAS 2019

MONTHLY PER CAP

Sturgeon Kevin

X

Bobby Haynes Jr.

X

Meier Terina

X

Pierce Larry Jr.

X

Gibson Brett

X

Alexis Kendell

X

Carango Haley

X

DEADLINE TO RECEIVE
CHANGES/UPDATES/
ADDITIONS

CHECKS MAILED OUT ON

CHECK DATE
DIRECT DEPOSITS
IN ACCOUNTS

Angeline Case

X

Monday, November 15

Tuesday, November 23

Wednesday, November 24

Elrod Edward

X

Wednesday, December 15

Wednesday, December 29

Thursday, December 30

Scott A. Brewer Jr.

X

Daisy Rosemary

X

Joseph Trudeau II

X

You can update your address on the PokagonBand-nsn.gov website under Citizens >
Enrollment or phone (269) 782 -1763 for an address form by mail.

Per Capita Important Dates

* Please note the November deadline for changes is November 8. This is due
to time limitations on all the events that occur at this time of the year.
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Tribal Council Directory
(888) 376-9988 toll free or (269) 782-6323 office
CHAIRWOMAN

MEMBER AT LARGE

MEMBER AT LARGE

Rebecca Richards
(269) 519-0150
Rebecca.Richards@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

Alex Wesaw
(269) 462-1170
Alex.Wesaw@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

Steve Winchester
(269) 591-0119
Steve.Winchester@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

VICE CHAIR

MEMBER AT LARGE

MEMBER AT LARGE

Andrew Bennett
(269) 479-6224
Andrew.Bennett@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

Brandon Rapp
(269) 519-0334
Brandon.Rapp@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

TREASURER

MEMBER AT LARGE

John Morseau
(269) 519-0954
John.Morseau@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

ELDERS REPRESENTATIVE

Anita Morales
(269) 479-6285
Anita.Morales@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

SECRETARY

Barbara Ann Warren
(269) 519-6058
Barbara.Warren@PokagonBand-nsn.gov
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

MEMBER AT LARGE

Sam Morseau
(269) 519-0799
Sam.Morseau@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

Mark Topash
(269) 519-6200
Mark.Topash@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

Mark Parrish
(269) 479-6283
Mark.Parrish@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

Melissa Rodriguez
(269) 462-4203 desk
(269) 591-9521 cell
Melissa.Rodriguez@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

Elders Council Directory
Elders Hall (800) 859-2717 toll free or (269) 782-0765 office
CHAIR

SECRETARY

MEMBER AT LARGE

Judy Winchester
(269) 462-1578
Judy.Winchester@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

Judy Augusta
(269) 783-6304
Judy.Augusta@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

Cathy Ford
(269) 783-9380
Cathy.Ford@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

VICE CHAIR

TREASURER

Julie Dye
(269) 462-1004
Julie.Dye@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

Vacant

Directory of Services
ADMINISTRATION

ELDERS PROGRAM

HUMAN RESOURCES

SOUTH BEND AREA OFFICE

58620 Sink Road
Dowagiac, Michigan 49047
(269) 782-8998 office
(888) 281-1111 toll free

53237 Townhall Road
(269) 782-0765 office
(800) 859-2717 toll free
(269) 782-1696 fax

58620 Sink Road
(269) 782-8998 office
(269) 782-4253 fax

CENTER OF HISTORY
& CULTURE

ELECTIONS

58620 Sink Road
(269) 782-8998 office
(800) 517-0777 toll free
(269) 782-6882 fax

3733 Locust Street
South Bend, Indiana 46614
(574) 282-2638 office
(800) 737-9223 toll free
(574) 282-2974 fax

59291 Indian Lake Road
(269) 462-4325

58620 Sink Road
(269) 782-9475 office
(888) 782-9475 toll free

COMMODITIES

ENROLLMENT

(269) 782-3372 office
(888) 281-1111 toll free
(269) 782-7814 fax

58620 Sink Road
(269) 782-1763 office
(269) 782-1964 fax

COMMUNICATIONS

FACILITIES

58620 Sink Road
(269) 782-8998

57824 East Pokagon Trail
(269) 783-0443 office
(269) 783-0452 fax

COMPLIANCE

58620 Sink Road
(269) 782-8998
CHI ISHOBAK

27043 Potawatomi Trail
(269) 783-4157
EDUCATION

58620 Sink Road
(269) 782-0887 office
(888) 330-1234 toll free
(269) 782-0985 fax

FINANCE

58620 Sink Road
(269) 782-8998 office
(800) 517-0777 toll free
(269) 782-1028 fax
HOUSING & COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT

57824 East Pokagon Trail
(269) 783-0443 office
(269) 783-0452 fax

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

LANGUAGE

58620 Sink Road
(269) 462-4255
MNO -BMADSEN

415 East Prairie Ronde Street
(269) 783-4111

TRIBAL COUNCIL

58620 Sink Road
(269) 782-6323 office
(888) 376-9988 toll free
(269) 782-9625 fax
TRIBAL COURT

58620 Sink Road
(269) 783-0505 office
(269) 783-0519 fax
TRIBAL POLICE

32142 Edwards Street
(269) 782-9602 office
(269) 782-1817 fax

58620 Sink Road
(269) 782-2232 office
(866) 399-0161 toll free
(269) 782-7988 fax

POKAGON HEALTH SERVICES

ZAGBËGON

58620 Sink Road
(269) 782-4141 office
(888) 440-1234 toll free

58620 Sink Road
(269) 783-2469 office
(269) 782-8680 fax

NATURAL RESOURCES

SOCIAL SERVICES

58620 Sink Road
(269) 782-8998 office
(800) 517-0777 toll free
(269) 782-4295 fax

B N É O N A GIZ ES

Citizen Announcements

David A. Reynolds, 67, of Dowagiac,
passed away on Sunday, October 3, 2021,
at his home.
A Celebration of Life Service was held
on Friday October 8, 2021, at 1:30 p.m.
at Clark Chapel, 405 Center St. Dowagiac,
with Pastor Stacey Wilder officiating. In lieu
of flowers, memorial contributions in David’s
name may be made to the Cass County
Animal Shelter. Friends wishing to leave the
family a message of condolence may do so at www.newellchapel.com.
David was born March 9, 1954, in St. Joseph, to Ernest and Dorothy
(Hiler) Reynolds. He always lived life to the fullest. David was a proud
citizen of the Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians. He was a hardworking man, he lived out his working career in NY as an Iron Worker
before moving back to Dowagiac. He loved nature and the outdoors.
David enjoyed music, dancing and learning new things about the
universe. Most of all he loved his family and will be greatly missed.

SMOKE D TURKEY M O O N

department of social services

Firekeeper’s

Daughter
book discussion
NOv 16 | 6 p.m. | Microsoft Teams

Join Social Services to discuss Angeline
Boulley’s debut novel, Firekeeper’s Daughter.
Angeline is an enrolled Citizen of the Sault
Ste. Maire Band of Chippewa Indians and has
dedicated her professional career to Indian
education. Participants wanting to join the
discussion can contact Social Services for a
free copy of the book.

David is survived by his siblings, Marjorie (Mike Shustha) Reynolds
of Grand Rapids, Rodney Reynolds of Benton Harbor, Mark Reynolds
of Florida, Brenda Reynolds of Dowagiac, and Lisa (Bill) Butcher of
Grand Rapids; brother-in-law, Bob Fredericks; 2

If you have any questions, contact Marie Willis
at Marie.Willis@PokagonBand-nsn.gov.
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Join the Pokagon Band of Potawatomi
to raise diabetes awareness in our community on

center of history & culture

friday, november 5
Southwestern Michigan College

58900 Cherry Grove Road, Dailey Road entrance, Dowagiac, MI

Traditional medicine
services Available
Traditional medicine services are now being overseen
by the Center of History & Culture. If you are interested
in seeing Keith Smith for traditional medicine services,
he will be available one Friday and Saturday, per month
to see tribal Citizens by appointment only. Appointments
are taking place in the Government Annex(formerly the
Blue House), 58653 Sink Road, Dowagiac, MI.

Nov 12 & 13

with virtual run option
6:30 P.M.

Event check-in, packet pick up, face painting begin

Dec 10 & 11

All tribal citizens are welcome to schedule an appointment,
whether it will be your first time or you are returning for a
follow up. Please contact Nicole Holloway at the Center of
History & Culture at (269) 783-3513 (desk), (269) 783-6131
(cell) or Nicole.Holloway@PokagonBand-nsn.gov, to schedule
an appointment or to inquire about the services provided.

7:15 P.M.

walk/run begins

a family-friendly, non-competitive run/walk 5K
This will be a night run, and the course will be lit with flashing
lights from emergency vehicles and other bright lights.

Registration open now

Search “Light the Way” on Pokagon.com

register for in person or virtaul run by October 17 to get a shirt.
Questions? Contact marcy herbert at marcy.herbert@
pokagonband-nsn.gov.
**We honor patient confidentiality
**Due to COVID-19 and for the health and safety of our Citizens
and staff, a health questionnaire and body temperature of less than
100 degrees F will be required before each scheduled appointment.
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sponsored by the Pokagon Band of Potawatomi,
the congressionally established Special Diabetes
Program for Indians, National Indian Health Services,
and Southwestern Michigan College.
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