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Pokagon Band and its Four Winds Casinos Contribute $860,000
to the City of South Bend and Local Non-Profits
The Pokagon Band of Potawatomi and its Four Winds Casinos presented checks
totaling $860,000 to South Bend Mayor James Mueller and representatives
from several area non-profits at a ceremony on Wednesday, January 26th at
Four Winds South Bend. This contribution is part of a voluntary local agreement
between the Pokagon Band and the City of South Bend. In addition to the
annual payments to the City of South Bend, the Pokagon Band also funds a
variety of community development projects and causes.
Commenting on the contribution, Rebecca Richards, Tribal Chairwoman of
the Pokagon Band and CEO of the Pokagon Gaming Authority said, “The
Pokagon Band is very pleased to be able to make these contributions to the
City of South Bend, the Boys & Girls Clubs of St. Joseph County, YWCA of
North Central Indiana, the Food Bank of Northern Indiana, Jobs for America’s
Graduates Indiana, Beacon Health Foundation, the Bowman Creek Project,
South Bend Community School Corporation, and South Bend Venues, Parks
& Arts for the renovation of Howard Park. Not only is South Bend home to
hundreds of our Pokagon Citizens, but also many of our employees that work

at Four Winds South Bend. We are very proud to support the city, along
with these important organizations that play a vital role to serve the residents
of the community and help make South Bend a better place to live.”
The Pokagon Band voluntarily entered into an agreement with South Bend
to make annual payments from revenue derived from its Class II gaming
devices at its Four Winds South Bend casino. The annual payments are in
lieu of property tax payments and provide funding for city services and
funding for community development initiatives related to the Band’s trust
lands in South Bend. One percent of the Class II revenues is paid directly
to the city and another one percent is paid to the South Bend Redevelopment
Commission to contribute to the improvement of educational opportunities
and to address poverty and unemployment in the city. The agreement
between South Bend and the Pokagon Band is similar to those in three
additional communities where the Pokagon Band’s Four Winds Casinos
operate including New Buffalo, Hartford and Dowagiac Michigan.
Please turn to page 4
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Chairwoman’s Corner
Bozho!
Thank you for taking the time
to read the February edition of
Pokégnek Yathdanawa. As always,
we have lots of interesting content
for you this month and we hope
you enjoy the articles.
It’s hard to believe that it is February
already! Winter is in full swing and
for those of you who don’t live in the
region, we are experiencing freezing
temperatures and lots of snow in Southwest Michigan and Northern Indiana.
Speaking of freezing temperatures, if you are having difficulty paying your
utility bill this winter due to higher energy costs, please review the Supplemental
Heating Program. This program provides a credit of $250 to income-eligible
Pokagon Band households anywhere in the United States. The Supplemental
Heating Program is not limited to the ten-county service area. Please visit the
Pokagon website and search “Supplemental Heating Program” for details on
eligibility and how to apply.

I’m also pleased to announce that the Pokagon Band and our Four Winds
Casinos presented checks totaling $860,000 to South Bend Mayor James Mueller
and representatives from several area non-profits on Wednesday, January 26 at
a ceremony at Four Winds South Bend. This contribution is part of a voluntary
local agreement between the Pokagon Band and the City of South Bend. In
addition to the annual payments to the City of South Bend, the Pokagon Band
also funds a variety of community development projects and causes. Please be
sure to read the article in this edition of the newsletter for more information.
As always, if you have questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to reach out
to me or any of the Tribal Council.
Migwėtth,

Rebecca Richards
Tribal Chairwoman

I also wanted to remind everyone about the 2022 Grocery Card Program which
is continuing with Walmart in February to assist households with necessary and
reasonable expenses caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. The deadline to submit
a completed application is Monday, February 210 at 5 p.m. Eastern. The program
will continue each month as determined by available funding and we are looking
at options to make shopping available at other retailers. Please visit the Pokagon
website and search “Walmart Grocery Card Program” for details on eligibility
and how to apply. As I noted in a previous biweekly update, Social Services has
already received over 900 applications so far in 2022.
If you are thinking about getting a COVID-19 booster, Pokagon Health services
has Moderna and limited amounts of Pfizer available. On January 5, 2022, the
CDC expanded eligibility requirements for boosters to the following groups:
• Moderna: Ages 18 years and older should get a booster 5 months
after the initial series
• Pfizer: Ages 12 years and older should get a booster 5 months
after the initial series initial series
If you are eligible and would like to get a booster, please call the PHS Vaccine
Line at (269) 692-5812 and leave a message to request an appointment.
Appointments will be scheduled on a first come first served basis.
Also, Johnson & Johnson (J&J) COVID-19 boosters have been recommended
for 2 months after your initial dose for all those 18 and older. PHS does not
currently carry supplies of the J&J vaccine but can refer you to your local health
department. The CDC has stated that you may receive a different booster from
your initial series if you choose to do so and recommends Pfizer/Moderna over
the J&J vaccine in most situations.
In other news, Pokagon Band Tribal Victim Services (PBTVS) is conducting
a community survey to gather your perceptions of public safety and experience
with victimization. PBTVS will use the information to address community
needs through program improvements. The survey is voluntary. All the
information you provide is confidential. The survey takes approximately
20 to 25 minutes to complete. You must be 18 and a Tribal Citizen to participate.
Please look for the flyer in this month’s edition for more detail on how to
participate in the survey. You can also contact Marie Willis, TVSSA Coordinator,
Pokagon Band Social Services at (269) 462-4426.

Zisbakwtokan – Sugarbush 2022
This year, to protect the health and safety of our citizens and team members
due to COVID, we are not accepting any community volunteers to assist in
harvesting and processing sap for our annual Sugarbush program. However,
we will be sharing the videos to show you every step of the process on our
website. Additionally, you can also borrow taps and bag holders from the
Center of History and Culture so that you can tap your own maple trees at
home! If you would like to reserve taps and bag holders, please contact Nicole
Holloway to arrange a time to pick up the supplies. You will be required to
sign a borrower's agreement and return all the borrowed items to the Center
at the end of this year’s sugar season. There is only a limited supply of taps
and bag holders available to borrow, so they will be loaned on a first come,
first serve basis.
Please contact Nicole Holloway if you have any questions or wish to borrow
taps for your personal sugar camp. Nicole.Holloway@PokagonBand-nsn.gov
Cell (269) 783-6131 (text or call) Desk 269-783-3513
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By Marcus Winchester, Director of the Pokagon Band Center of History & Culture
Rightfully so, in Potawatomi we know this
month to be the Moon of Snow, or Gon Gizes.
A lot of us have learned to, dare I say it….
hate snow. The snow forces us inside and it
limits what we can do. It’s cold, wet, slippery,
does a number on our vehicles, and it’s a
nuisance to our daily routines.
Imagine if it was like that every day.
Along time ago it was.
There was once a winter that never ended.
Some say the culprit was Old Man Winter,
and some say it was a Giant (let’s call him Man Winter Giant), either way
there was a great force from the North that stole all the birds from the sky thus
preventing the warm air from coming back beneath their wings in the Spring.

Pokagon Tribal Police Bring Cancer Awareness
to the Forefront to Help a Pokagon Citizen.
The No Shave November movement is a time where people participate in a
month-long journey that’s fun and creative in order to uplift cancer awareness
and cancer prevention for friends and neighbors that struggle every day with
the disease and with the efforts to fight it. The No-Shave November movement
is over ten years old and has become a nationwide celebration to raise money
for cancer prevention, education, research, and economic support.
After another beautiful effort in the fight against cancer, fourteen officers
from Pokagon Tribal Police were able to raise $3,145 this year to uplift and
support Heather Pauley who is a Pokagon Citizen. Heather Pauley is a very
resilient person on this difficult journey she has been given. She possesses
wonderful faith combined with an extremely positive outlook in addition
to great support.
Police Chief, William Lux partnered with Dr. Gerald Morris from Pokagon
Health Services on finding a tribal citizen who could benefit from this labor
of love. Lux mentions that he has always donated to the cause, but never
participated in growing facial hair and said, “I had an acquaintance offer to
donate $100. The acquaintance went to hand the money to me and when
I went to grab it, they pulled it back and advised they would donate under
one condition. The condition was that I participated as well. I was not
sure I could even grow facial hair, but because the donation was important,
I participated this year.”
No Shave November started November 1. Officers began donating and
seeking donations before November 1 and they were allowed to grow facial
hair throughout the month. Although all facial hair will have to be shaved
by February 1. Officers extended their efforts this year through the month
of January for a little more fun and to collect more donations to help our
Tribal Citizens.

Those of us that hate snow can only imagine how hard this was for everyone.
Without Gokmeskinan providing life for everyone they started to go hungry.
Wthik, the Fisher, had a heavy heart because his son Wthikes, Lil Fisher, was
in pain from hunger. While trying to sleep through the pain and huddled close
to Gokmeskinan under his blanket, Little Fisher felt the love of creation and
heard Gokmeskinan’s heartbeat deep in her core. This inspired Big Wthik’s big
heart to devise a plan with his other Wktthede (big heart) friends to go return
the birds from Man Winter Giant. He chooses his other little rodent friend
Agwapko (wolverine) and Mko (bear) who can always be seen accompanying
Big Wthik hunting the woods during early Spring.
Together the three of them and their big hearts devised a plan and broke through
the sky and into the world of Man Winter Giant. Man Winter Giant’s abode
was found, and after releasing the birds from Man Winter Giant’s bird jail, the
Giant took notice that the birds he stole were being taken back and he followed
in hot pursuit. Some say it was only Wthik that made it past the sky and into
the world of Man Winter Giant. Others say it was the whole Wktthede pack
that made it into the sky world to release the birds. Either way, it was only Big
Wthik and his big heart that did not make it past Man Winter Giant’s fleet of
arrows that were shot in pursuit of the vigilante. One of the Giant’s arrows stuck
Wthik in the tail as he was crawling through the hole in the sky on his way back
to earth. Wthik never broke free from that arrow, and he is still up there today.
You might know him as “The Big Dipper.” That is why to this day whenever
the Potawatomi see Wthik, Agwapko, and Mko out hunting for their first time
of the year during early spring, the Potawatomi can be sure that the birds will
be following shortly after with the warm weather beneath their wings.
I venture to say that Wthik, Agwapko, and Mko all three with their Wktthedek
(big hearts) did all of that less because they hate snow, and more so because
they love life.
Happy Valentine’s Day.

The beautiful gifts of warmth and protection offer comfort and support
through a blanket of gratitude that symbolizes the spirit of the Creator’s
arm wrapped around the one receiving such a powerful piece of
culture as a part of mno bmadsen. It is a part of the Pokagon Band of
Potawatomi tradition to gift a blanket as a person walks into retirement.
We are extending life’s well wishes for good health and happiness to
Harry Wesaw and Valerie Jarosz on their upcoming paths.
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Pokagon Band and its Four Winds Casinos Contribute $860,000 to the City of South Bend
and Local Non-Profits, continued from page one
In addition to the annual payments to the City of South Bend, the Pokagon
Band also proposed to fund a variety of community development projects
and causes. Organizations receiving a portion of today’s revenue share are:
• The Boys & Girls Clubs of St. Joseph County received $20,000.
The amount will be used for academic enrichment programing.
• The YWCA of North Central Indiana received $25,000, $20,000
of which will be applied to crisis services programs to help clients
work toward self-sufficient and violence-free lives. $5,000 will be
applied to children’s services to ensure the safety of children, mitigate
toxic trauma and break the cycle of violence.
• The Food Bank of Northern Indiana received $20,000 which will
be used for the Senior Nutrition Program, and a 200 additional
seniors who will receive a 7 – 10 lb. bag of assorted food items.
The Senior Nutrition Program currently serves 750 seniors a month.
This program serves low-income seniors in Elkhart, Kosciusko,
LaPorte, Marshall, Starke and St. Joseph Counties.

• Beacon Health Foundation received $100,000 for an expansion that
includes the General Pediatrics Unit, Pediatric Intensive Care Unit
(PICU), the Pediatric Hematology/Oncology Clinic, Newborn
Intensive Care Unit (NIC), all-private patient rooms, playrooms,
teen hideout spaces, Family Enrichment Centers, roof gardens and
a two-story glass ceiling Atrium.
• The Bowman Creek Project received $100,000 to revitalize Bowman
Creek and catalyze social, economic, and environmental sustainability
in the surrounding community.
• The South Bend Community School Corporation received $100,0000
for dual language immersion, a summer academy,
and national board certification for teachers.
• South Bend Venues, Parks & Arts received $445,000 for the renovation
of Howard Park.

• Jobs for America’s Graduates Indiana received $50,000 which will
be used to identify youth that need services via mobile units, Goodwill,
and Youth Service Bureau street programs including staying
in school, career training and guidance.

department of communications

Pokagon Band
Community Assessment

FREE
PROFESSIONAL
PHOTO-SHOOT

Let your voice be heard!

OF YOU WEARING YOUR REGALIA!

WEDNESDAYS 9 A.M. - 3:30 P.M.
DURING THE MONTH OF FEBRUARY

The Pokagon Band Tribal Victim Services (PBTVS) is conducting a
community survey to gather your perceptions of public safety and
experience with victimization. The PBTVS will use the information to
address community needs through program improvements. The survey
is voluntary. All the information you provide is confidential. The survey
takes approximately 20 to 25 minutes to complete. You must be 18 and a
Tribal citizen to participate.
https://survey.alchemer.com/s3/6209505/Pokagon-Community-Assessment

The Communications Department is
moving forward to display the artistry,
culture, and history of the people.
Receive a framed photo and digital
access to the rest of the photos via
email. Photos will be used for Pokagon
promotional material. This is for us to
celebrate our art, culture, and history!

APPOINTMENTS ARE REQUIRED
Please contact Jessica at
(269) 462-4298 or
Jessica.Hightower
@PokagonBand-nsn.gov
gyankobjegémen

stay connected

pokagon.com

Two ways to participate:
1. Online Survey: Copy the link above
and paste in your computer browser or
use your smart phone to scan the QR
code.
2: Paper Survey: Contact the Marie
Willis, TVSSA Coordinator at (269) 4624426.
Survey Administered by:
American Indian Development
Associates, LLC
Phone: (505) 842-1122

For Questions Contact:
Marie Willis, TVSSA Coordinator
Pokagon Band Social Services
Phone: (269) 462-4426

What’s that Non-Native Species?
Purple Loosestrife (Lythrum salicaria)
Purple loosestrife (Lythrum salicaria)
is native to Europe and parts of
Asia but has been introduced in
the United States as well as several
other countries. Purple loosestrife
is currently found in almost all the
contiguous U.S., except for a few states in the deep south. The plant thrives
in wetland areas and along roadsides, making it a competitor for many native
wetland species. Purple loosestrife is capable of outcompeting native plants as
well as causing changes to water levels by collecting silt and debris. This perennial
plant has purple flower spikes, and each plant can produce up to 2.7 million
seeds each year. The seeds are tiny and spread easily by wildlife and humans.
Purple loosestrife is not utilized by birds or aquatic animals and many avoid the
stiff stems once loosestrife is established. When purple loosestrife takes control
waterfowl populations tend to decline in the area. Hand pulling is an effective
means of removal in small areas. Large areas may require the introduction of the
European purple loosestrife beetle, which feeds exclusively on purple loosestrife.
Extensive infestations may need to be treated with herbicide.

Free At-Home COVID-19 Tests
Use the following link, www.special.usps.com/testkits,
place your order for free at-home COVID-19 tests.
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What’s that Edible/Medicinal Species?
What’s that Edible Plant? Common Dandelion
(Taraxacum officinale)
The common dandelion (Taraxacum officinale) can be found in many types
of environments and for an extended period throughout the year. Common
dandelions that grow in the wild are the best for harvesting and utilizing.
Dandelions have yellow-petaled
flower heads that, when mature,
turn into round balls of silvery
tufted seeds. All parts of the
common dandelion are edible.
The dandelion provides a source
of calcium, vitamins C, A, and K,
iron, and potassium. Dandelions
have many uses that are edible
including making various drinks
from plant and flower parts,
salads from the green leaves,
fried dandelion heads, and eating the roots like carrots. Dandelion greens should
be harvested when there is a rosette of leaves on the ground before the flower
bud appears, or they may be bitter. Small buds can be eaten in salads. Roots can
be baked and ground into a coffee substitute or can be used for teas. Flower heads
can be breaded and fried or used to make yellow colored dye. Although this little
flower is often thought of as a weed, it may be a good idea to try to live with, and
eat, this weed as it provides many potential health benefits.

Gon Gizes Crossword

Gon Gizes Crossword

1
2

3

4

Across
5 – You are treasured
by me/I love you
7 – You hug me
9 – Grand Mother Earther
10 – Sincere Appreciation

5

6

7

8
9

10

Down
1 – Yes, of course
2 – Snow Maker
3 – Give me a kiss
4 – Always
6 – Flower
8 – Spring
The answers are on page 16

Across

Down

[5] You are treasured by me/I love you

[1] Yes, of course

[9] Grand Mother Earther

[3] Give me a kiss

[7] You hug me

[10] Sincere Appreciation

[2] Snow Maker
[4] Always
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Pokagon Citizen Honors Fallen Officers on
Christmas Eve With Close to 500 Luminaries
Pokagon Citizen and Government Manager, Steve Rider and his wife Terri were
featured in several reports by local television stations over the holidays for their
annual tradition of preparing a special Christmas Eve Luminary outside of their
home in Bangor Township, Michigan to honor ALL of the fallen officers across
the United States.
Each luminary is created using a paper bag filled with chicken scratch and a
lit candle. Steve and Terri hand-write the name of each fallen officer and their
end of watch date on the bag. This year they created almost 500 luminaries
to recognize all of the fallen federal, state, county, local, Tribal and canine
officers that died in 2021. The luminaries were lit at dark and remained on
until midnight.
The Christmas Eve Luminary is a family tradition that Steve and Terri began
in 2010, 17 years after Steve, a retired 26-year police veteran, almost lost his
life after being shot in the neck in 1993 during traffic stop. The luminary takes
weeks to set up and is attended by many fellow officers and families each year.
When WNDU-TV (NBC 16) asked Steve and Terri why the Rider family
chose December 24th as the start to what has become a tradition, Terri who
came up with the idea said it’s their way of saying thank you to those who
serve and protect.
“It’s the first holiday families have without their officer, and I feel for them.
I wanted it to be this night,” said Terri with tears streaming down her face.
In speaking with WSBT-TV (CBS 22) Steve said, “Really it's all about honoring
officers that gave the ultimate sacrifice and remembering the families that are
going to be without their loved ones for the first time for Christmas this year.”
The Riders have seen and heard the reactions the Luminary has on people across
the country. One of their most memorable reactions came while living at their
previous home in Seattle, where Steve received a phone call from the father of
a fallen police officer. The father’s son had died that year and he happened to
be watching the evening news where he saw Steve and Terri’s luminary. It's
moments like those that encourage the Riders to continue doing what they do.
Please use the following links to watch and read the media reports on the Rider’s
Christmas Eve Luminary.
WSBT-TV (CBS 22) website
www.wsbt.com/news/local/christmas-eve-luminary-service-for-fallen-officers
WNDU-TV (NBC 16) website
www.wndu.com/2021/12/25/retired-cop-honors-fallen-officers-christmas-evewith-over-400-luminaries/
WBND-TV (ABC57) website
www.abc57.com/news/local-michigan-family-honors-fallen-member-of-lawenforcement-with-their-annual-luminary
Leader Publications
www.leaderpub.com/2021/12/30/pokagon-citizen-honors-nearly-500-fallenofficers-with-christmas-eve-vigil/
Also, if you would like more information on fallen officers that lost their lives
in the line of duty, please visit the Officer Down Memorial Page, www.odmp.org/
or the National Law Enforcement Officers Memorial Fund www.nleomf.org/.
Migwėtth to Steve and Terri Rider for sharing their story.

Small Business Spotlight: Wildwood Cottage Airbnb!
Mno-Bmadsen and Chi Ishobak have teamed
up to support Pokagon and other Native
American owned small businesses in southwest
Michigan and northern Indiana. To encourage
the Pokagon community to “Buy Native,
small business Support Local,” a different Native American
owned small business will be featured in this
newsletter every month. This month we are
happy to introduce you to Wildwood Cottage Airbnb!

SPOTLIGHT

Christine Daugherty opened Wildwood Cottage in July 2021. Facing
retirement, she realized she wanted to open a business for additional income.
The cottage, located in Sister Lakes, Michigan, was where Chris raised her
three children. It was falling into disrepair, but she didn’t want to sell it or
demolish it. Her children, now grown, encouraged her to renovate it and turn
it into a short-term rental property. Turning the property into an Airbnb gave
Chris peace of mind, knowing she’d given the cabin the attention it needed.
Years before Chris’ husband passed away, he owned a restaurant and bar
in Boston. Through that experience, Chris was familiar with the work of
owning a business. She relied on that experience
as she ventured into small business ownership
herself. Her siblings, children and their partners
were all very supportive and encouraged this new
opportunity. When she thinks about it, their
encouragement, enthusiasm, and support made
her believe it could come together. Her family all
brought something to the table in terms of the
project. They helped with identifying electricians
and other contractors based on their own home
renovation experiences.
This peaceful, 2-bedroom cottage is available
year-round. It features a large deck overlooking
trees and a view of Little Crooked Lake. There
is an eat-in kitchen, Weber charcoal grill, and
patio dining for six. She has been told the cottage
is cute and the beds are comfortable.
Since it is newly
renovated, there is
no knotty pine and
there are modern
appliances like a
coffee bar and
reliable internet.
The setting feels
private but is
conveniently
located at other
points of interest
such as beaches,
restaurants, and
wineries.
The Wildwood
Cottage is perfect
for a relaxing
family getaway
and can be found
at: www.airbnb.
com/h/thewildwoodcottage. If you have a Native owned small business that you would like
featured in the tribal newsletter, email Arianna at Arianna.Morseau@mno-bmadsen.com.

v

Pokegnek Yathdanawa
l

FE BRUARY 2022

PAG E 7

PAG E 8

Gon gizes

SNOW MO ON

Pokagon Band Gaming Commission Department of Compliance & Enforcement
The Most Visible Component of the Gaming Commission
Prepared by: David Vialpando, PBGC Executive Director, David.Vialpando@PokagonBand-nsn.gov
The Pokagon Band Gaming Commission (PBGC) Department of Compliance
and Enforcement (C&E) is the largest and most visible day-to-day component
of the Gaming Commission for Casino employees, visitors, and patrons. C&E
Gaming Inspectors monitor and conduct inquiries of virtually every aspect of
Casino operation, from gaming activity to food and alcohol service, from health
and safety protocols to cash cage operations.
C&E Gaming Inspectors routinely interact with Casino employees from every
Casino department, including security, surveillance, compliance, table games,
hospitality, and slot operations. Casino patrons seeking to file a complaint with
the Gaming Commission or seeking exclusion from Four Winds properties due
to problem gambling are referred to C&E Gaming Inspectors. Being the most
visible face of the PBGC, C&E Gaming Inspectors demonstrate the utmost
professionalism, respect, impartiality, and compassion in every interaction.
The Department of Compliance and Enforcement contains the PBGC Gaming
Technology Unit (GTU), a highly specialized group of Gaming Technology
Inspectors dedicated to ensuring the utmost
integrity of all Casino gaming offerings,
including sports wagering, iGaming and
iSports Wagering. The work the PBGC
GTU will be the topic of a future article.
The Four Winds Casino has developed
comprehensive PBGC-approved
internal control standards and policies
and procedures to ensure consistent
and verifiable processes in all aspects of
gaming and asset management. C&E
Gaming Inspectors ensure that established
procedures are followed throughout the
Casino operation. Examples of where you
will find C&E Gaming Inspectors ensuring
that established procedures and PBGC
Regulations are being followed include
movement of gaming devices (slot machines
and table games) onto or from the gaming
floor, playing card and dice verification,
table game layout changes, iGaming and
sports wagering, movement of Casino revenue,
gaming activity of patrons and employees to
detect collusion or inappropriate behavior,
service of alcoholic beverages to patrons, health
and safety protocol compliance, and appropriate
access of restricted areas by Casino employees,
vendors, and technicians.
C&E Gaming Inspectors utilize a variety of strategies to ensure regulatory
compliance, including visual inspection of activity throughout the Casino,
monitoring of strategically placed surveillance cameras, accessing and reviewing
a plethora of databases and IT systems collecting and analyzing thousands of
Casino operation processes, and conducting follow-up on areas of concern
generated from other PBGC work groups in Internal Audits and Licensing
and Investigations, as well as the Casino’s Compliance Department.
Each Four Winds Casino property is assigned to a PBGC C&E Chief Gaming
Inspector who is responsible for the conduct and work product of the Gaming
Inspectors assigned to each Casino. The Chief Gaming Inspector is responsible
for compiling suggestions from the Gaming Inspectors for changes to PBGC
Regulations and C&E policies and procedures designed to improve the

effectiveness and efficiency of regulatory
oversight for presentation to PBGC management
and ultimately PBGC Gaming Commissioners.
C&E Gaming Inspectors document activity
which departs from Casino internal control
standards and PBGC Regulations in Violation
Notices, which are reviewed by PBGC
management and discussed with Casino management to correct unacceptable
behavior and improve adherence to established policies and procedures. Violation
Notices documenting significant transgressions or particularly egregious behavior
are referred to PBGC Gaming Investigators for additional investigation and
potential presentation to the PBGC Gaming Commissioners for disposition.
Violation Notices involving Casino vendors frequently result in fines and
penalties assessed against the offending vendor and required explanation of
corrective action moving forward.
The Director of the Department of Compliance & Enforcement reports a wide
variety of statistics in several areas for each Casino property to the PBGC Gaming

v

Pokegnek Yathdanawa
l

FE BRUARY 2022

PAG E 9

Ki gkéndan né Did you know?
Did you know that there is a spirit that is responsible
for the snow that falls during the winter months?
Every spirit, including you and I, are given specific
responsibilities to carry out in this physical realm.
Bbonikéonėnė is the spirit who is responsible for bringing in the snow that
will cover Gokmeskinan. Bbonikéonėnė provides the blanket that will cover
our grandest mother the earth to start her well-deserved time of rest and
peace until Mnokmé comes again.
BbonikéonėnĖ – Snow Maker
Gokmeskinan – Grand Mother Earth
Mnokmé – Spring

Mno-yathmowas Fun fact

As with all employees of the
Gaming Commission, C&E
Gaming Inspectors must possess
the highest integrity and a
fervent dedication to honesty,
but must also possess excellent
interpersonal skills, initiative,
and insatiable inquisitiveness. This skillset has resulted in several of the PBGC’s
C&E Gaming Inspectors developing into subject-matter experts in a wide
variety of Casino gaming and regulatory compliance areas. Consequently,
C&E Gaming Inspectors are frequently relied upon to provide training to
other PBGC employees.
PBGC Compliance and Enforcement Gaming Inspectors work on the front
lines of gaming regulatory compliance in protecting Tribal assets and working
with the Casino operator to ensure a safe work environment for Casino
employees and visitors, and honest and impartial service to Casino patrons.
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Commissioners monthly. This
information guides policy changes,
PBGC initiatives, and PBGC
staff activity as directed by the
Gaming Commissioners designed
to enhance the PBGC’s goal of
ensuring the integrity of gaming,
the protection of assets, and
ensuring the health and safety
of Casino employees, patrons,
and visitors.
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One of the names for February is Gon Gizes
meaning snow moon, this is the month in
which we get the most snow. There are many
stories that are only to be told when there is
snow on the ground. These stories are sacred,
we encourage you to go seek out these stories
from your elders.

Your Flu Vaccine Protects Me
My Flu Vaccine Protects You
Pokagon Health Services FLU SHOTS
Adult Influenza Vaccine beginning September 20 and Pediatric Flu shots beginning October 4.
Please call our vaccine line at (269) 692-5812 to schedule your appointment.
Influenza vaccine is available through PHS for the following groups:
Pokagon citizens and members of their household
Any Native American patients of PHS and members of their household
Anyone employed under the Pokagon umbrella
Anyone who is a patient of PHS
You can also get your vaccine at your regularly scheduled appointment.

Learn more at www.cdc.gov/flu
or call 1-800-CDC-INFO

PAG E 1 0

Gon gizes

SNOW MO ON

Healthy Foods
February is a good month to prepare acorn
squash with wild rice stuffing. Whether you
practice your eating lifestyle as a vegan or
vegetarian or a meat eater, these indigenous
super foods have high nutritional value that
supplement a healthy heart and honors the
body that our spirit sits in. In this month’s
recipe you will find the ingredients and instructions to elevate your healthy
path with mno bmadsen. Enjoy!
How Ya’ Bean? Soup

Acorn Squash with Wild Rice Stuffing
Ingredients
• ½ cup wild rice
• 2 squash for stuffing – acorn, carnival, or
sweet dumpling squash will work well
• Vegetable oil
• Salt and pepper
• ½ pound ground bison

Ingredients

• 1 small onion, chopped

• 1-pound dry Great Northern beans

• 1-2 ribs celery, chopped

• 2 Tablespoons vegetable oil

• ½ teaspoon rubbed sage OR

• 1 cup celery, chopped

• 4 fresh sage leaves, minced

• 1 cup onion, chopped

• ½ teaspoon garlic powder OR

• 1 ½ cups carrots, sliced

• 2-4 cloves fresh garlic, minced

• 8 cups water

• ½ teaspoon oregano OR Italian seasoning

• 1 teaspoon dried oregano

• ¼ teaspoon salt

• 1 bay leaf
• 1 teaspoon garlic powder OR 2 cloves of garlic, minced
• ½ to 1 teaspoon salt

• ¼ teaspoon pepper
• 1-4 oz. can mushrooms, drained (optional, but delicious)
• ½ cup dried fruit and nut mix OR ¼ cup dried cherries
and ¼ cup mixed nuts

Instructions
1. Wash your hands before preparing food.
2. Sort and remove broken beans and dirt clumps and rinse dried beans.
Cover beans with water and soak overnight or for at least 8 hours. Drain
and rinse well with cool water. Place in large saucepan.
3. Sauté the onions and celery in the oil until soft. Add to beans.
4. Add carrots, water and spices to beans. Cover and bring to a boil.
5. Reduce heat and simmer for 1 ½ - 2 hours or until beans are tender.
Stir once in a while during cooking. Add additional water if needed.
6. Taste and adjust seasonings, adding additional salt and pepper, if desired.

Instructions
1. Wash your hands before preparing food.
2. Prepare the wild rice: rinse wild rice in water, drain and add to 3 cups
water in medium-sized pan. Bring to a boil, and reduce heat to maintain
a gentle simmer. Cover and cook until rice is tender, about 30-45 minutes.
Drain excess liquid.
3. While rice is cooking, prepare the squash: preheat oven to 375°F. Wash
the outside of the squash, and slice in half. Scoop out seeds and discard.
4. Brush cut sides of squash with vegetable oil and sprinkle with salt and
pepper. Place squash in baking dish cut side up, and cover loosely with
aluminum foil. Roast squash until tender when poked with a fork or paring
knife, about 30 to 50 minutes, remove from oven.
5. While the squash is roasting, prepare filling by sautéing ground bison
with chopped onion, celery and spices until meat is cooked through and
vegetables are soft. Add mushrooms, cooked wild rice, and dried fruit and
nut mix. Stir gently until well mixed. Taste and adjust for spices.

If you are affected by natural
disaster and need assistance,
help may be available. Please call
Social Services at (269)782-4300.
The office is open Monday
through Friday, 8 a.m.-5 p.m.

6. Divide the filling between the squash halves, use a spoon to fill the
squash bowls and mound the filling on top.
7. Cover the pan with the foil and return to oven until hot through,
about 15-20 minutes. If you have a food thermometer, 165°F is perfect.
8. Serve immediately and offer salt and pepper.
Please visit the following Healthy Foods page for more information.
www.PokagonNand-nsn.gov/mno-mithëm---good-healthy-food
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Are You Thinking About
Quitting Smoking?
When you're craving tobacco, it's hard to
focus on quitting. Preparing yourself before
you quit can help. Before you quit, get ready
for a life without nicotine.
Think about your reasons for quitting
1. What would motivate you to quit smoking?
a. It's important to have your own reasons for quitting, it’s recommended
to make your own custom list with important reasons for quitting.
b. Staying healthy is a common reason to want to quit smoking.
Or maybe you want to feel more in control of your life, instead of feeling
controlled by tobacco. Teens may have other reasons to quit smoking
c. Talk to your family and friends about quitting.
Their support might help you decide to quit.

February Moon Description
We measure months by the full moon. There are actually 13 full moons
in a calendar year, each one having something of significance during
that time. When we adapt them to the English calendar we use 12 moons
to fit. Please keep in mind that there are many teachings and variations
of these out there.
Gon Gizes – Snow Moon / February
In our area we call February, Gon Gizes (Snow Moon). Gon Gizes is
the month in which we receive the most snowfall.

Pokagon Government Department
Appointments and Walk-in Visit Guidelines

Know the risks of smoking

For the latest information, please visit the link below.

1. Did you know that most of the health risks of smoking go away if you quit?
What worries you about smoking? Make a list. Talk about it with your doctor.

www.PokagonBand-nsn.gov/pokagon-government-departments-updateappointment-and-walk-visit-guidelines

You may worry about:
a. Health problems. Are you out of breath when you walk up the stairs?
Are asthma symptoms getting worse? Are you coughing a lot?
b. Long-term health risks. Are you afraid of having a heart attack
or stroke? How about lung disease or cancer?

pokégnek bodéwadmik health services

c. Risks to others. Do you worry about family members getting lung
cancer and heart disease? Are you afraid that your children might start
smoking because you do? Are you concerned that your baby may die
of sudden infant death syndrome (SIDS) if you smoke? Maybe your
children have frequent ear infections or asthma.
Look forward to the rewards
1. What do you gain by quitting?
You can:
a. Feel better and be able to do more.
b. Cough less and have less shortness of breath.
c. Have a younger-looking and healthier body.
d. Set a good example for others (especially children).
e. Save money by getting rid of the cost of smoking.
To find out how much you spend on cigarettes, see
the Interactive Tool: How Much Is Smoking Costing You?
f. Be in control of your habits.
g. No longer feel embarrassed about being a smoker.
Quitting smoking when you have other health problems
1. If you have depression or anxiety, talk to your doctor before you
quit smoking. He or she may have helpful ideas on which medicines
may work best for you to quit smoking.
2. Smoking can also affect the level of certain medicines in your blood.
If you take medicine for a health problem, talk with your doctor before
you quit smoking to see whether you should change the dose of any of
your medicines.
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2022 Blood Drives
March 31, May 26
July 21, and September 15
at Pokagon Health Services | Family Activity Center
Sign up at MIBlood.org or contact Elizabeth Leffler at
(269) 462- 4406 or Elizabeth.Leffler@ PokagonBand-nsn.gov.
gyankobjegémen

stay connected
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Open Positions Available
Win Two Concert Tickets!
Damon Wayans
Friday, February 18
9:00 p.m.

The following open positions are still available and listed in alphabetical order.
Please refer to the Pokagon website or the Legislative Edition to read the position
descriptions, qualifications and details on how to apply.

Gin Blossoms
Saturday, February 26
9:00 p.m.

• Cannabis Regulatory Commission
• Alternate Positions Pokagon
Band Land Use Board

If you would like an opportunity to win 2 tickets to see performances by
Damon Wayans, or Gin Blossoms at Four Winds New Buffalo's Silver Creek
Event Center, please call 1 (888) 376-9988. You will need to provide your name,
Tribal ID # and a phone number where you can be reached. You can also enter
the giveaway online at PokagonBand-nsn.gov. The cutoff date to submit your
name is Wednesday, February 9.
Drawings will take place on Thursday, February 10. Participants do not
need to be present to win. The winners will be notified for Damon Wayans
on Monday, February 14 and Monday, February 21 for Gin Blossoms.
Tickets are non-transferable.

We would like to notify citizens that the date printed on the concert postcard
is incorrect - Saturday, February 26 not Thursday, February 24. Please share
the corrected information. Migwėtth!

• Kee-Boon-Mein-Kaa Pow
Wow Committee
• Mno-Bmadsen Board Director

• Alternate Position Traditions
and Repatriations Committee

• Pokagon Band Family Welfare
Commission

• Ethics Board

• Pokagon Rights Board

• Food Sovereignty Committee

• Representations Outreach Board

• Ggaténmamen Gdankobthegnanêk
Pow Wow Committee

• Salary Commission

• Health Care Advisory Board

• Tribal Art Committee

Guidelines for Pokégnêk Yathdanawa Submissions
Enrolled citizens of the Pokagon Band are
encouraged to submit original letters, stories,
pictures, poetry, and announcements for
publication in Pokégnêk Yathdanawa. Submissions
shall be the views and product of the submitting
member. Submissions written by or to a thirdparty, such as the governor or a congressman,
and copied to Pokégnêk Yathdanawa are not original.
Anonymous or “name withheld” submissions will not be published. Members
shall include their tribal enrollment number, full name, and mailing address
with all newsletter submissions. Tribal enrollment number and mailing address
will be used for verification purposes and will not be published, unless member
specifically requests to have it published.

Gon GizesSolution
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Down

[5] You are treasured by me/I love you

[1] Yes, of course

[9] Grand Mother Earther

[3] Give me a kiss

[10] Sincere Appreciation

M

K

Across
[7] You hug me

[2] Snow Maker
[4] Always
[6] Flower
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Newsletter staff will contact members should any reason arise that may delay
or prevent posting of newsletter submissions. To ensure timely communication
with members regarding their newsletter submissions, members may choose
to provide additional contact information such as a phone number or e-mail
address. Phone numbers, e-mail addresses, and other provided contact
information will not be published, unless member specifically requests to
have it published.
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Not all submissions are guaranteed publication upon submission. Newsletter
staff reserves the right to refuse submissions based on the following criteria;

• False, misleading, or defamatory;
• Discriminatory, sexist, racist, demeaning, insulting, or otherwise
offensive to another;
• Threatening, harassing, intimidating, or otherwise may tend
to produce fear;
• Profane, obscene, pornographic, indecent, or patently offensive
to the average user;
• Disruptive to the office, undermining of the Band’s or a supervisor’s
authority, or impairing of working relationships; and
• Absolutely no political campaigning is allowed.
Please email submissions to Pokagon.Newsletter@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

Black Bean Medley
Quinoa
Fruit Cocktail

15
Smokey Applewood Salmon
French Style Green Beans
Tomato Salad

Chicken Salad Sandwich

Pears

Yogurt

14

Vegetable Soup

Turkey Sandwich

Peaches

Black Bean Medley
Coleslaw
Pears

Egg Salad Sandwich

Cottage Cheese

Yogurt

Yogurt

Cottage Cheese

Ham Sandwich

Cereal

Nutrigrain Bar

Breakfast Wrap

23

Cottage Cheese

Salad

Avocados

Chicken Wrap

16

Cottage Cheese

Baked Chips

Avocados

Turkey Wrap

Fruit Cocktail

Salad

Baked Chips

february

Salad

French Style Green Beans

Mashed Potatoes

Buffalo Burgers

25

24
Swedish Meatballs

Cottage Cheese

Baked Chips

Baked Beans

Sloppy Joes

18

Quinoa

Salad

Brussels Sprouts

Salisbury Steak

17

Peaches

Salad

Green Beans

Tacos with Black Beans

11

10

Cottage Cheese

Tortilla Chips
Salad

Artisan Mac N’ Cheese

FRIDAY

Black Bean Quinoa Bowl

4

Salad

Baked Chips

Baked Beans

BBQ Pulled Pork

3

THURSDAY

E l d ers l unc h men u

Bean Soup

Please call the day before if
you would like to pick up a meal
(269) 782-0765. Meals are
subject to change. Please stay
in your vehicle and we will bring
your food out to you.

Chipotle Lime Tilapia

Chicken and Wild Rice Soup

28

22

21

Yogurt

Tortilla Crusted Tilapia

Fruit Cocktail

Peaches

Stuffed Pepper Soup

Quinoa

Coleslaw

9

Mixed Vegetables

Green Beans

8

Stuffed Peppers

2

WEDNESDAY

Italian Rustic Cod

1

TUESDAY

7

MONDAY

FE BRUARY 2022
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Tribal Council February Calendar of Events

Per Capita News

Stay connected. Check Pokagon.com for the lastest information.
1 Gaming Authority, TEAMS, 10 a.m.
3 Tribal Council Special Session, TBA, 10 a.m.
7 Tribal Council Special Session, TBA, 10 a.m.
8 Gaming Authority, TEAMS, 10 a.m.
10 Tribal Council Special Session, TBA, 10 a.m.
12 Tribal Citizen Saturday Meeting, TBA, 10 a.m.
14 Tribal Council Special Session, TBA, 10 a.m.
15 Gaming Authority, TEAMS, 10 a.m.
17 Tribal Council Special Session, TBA, 10 a.m.
21 Tribal Council Special Session, TBA, 10 a.m.
22 Gaming Authority, TEAMS, 10 a.m.
24 Tribal Council Special Session, TBA, 10 a.m.
28 Tribal Council Special Session, TBA, 10 a.m.

The Enrollment Office needs the following individuals to update their
addresses. Please contact the Enrollment Office at (269) 782-1763 or
the Finance Department at (269) 462-4209.

Tribal Council March Calendar of Events
Stay connected. Check Pokagon.com for the lastest information.
1 Gaming Authority, TEAMS, 10 a.m.
3 Tribal Council Special Session, TBA, 10 a.m.
7 Tribal Council Special Session, TBA, 10 a.m.
8 Gaming Authority, TEAMS, 10 a.m.
10 Tribal Council Special Session, TBA, 10 a.m.
12 Tribal Citizen Saturday Meeting, TBA, 10 a.m.
14 Tribal Council Special Session, TBA, 10 a.m.
15 Gaming Authority, TEAMS, 10 a.m.
17 Tribal Council Special Session, TBA, 10 a.m.
19 Annual Membership Meeting, TEAMS, 10 a.m.

Elders Council February Calendar of Events
Stay connected. Check Pokagon.com for the lastest information.

Business Meeting, Call (586) 250-2691,
ID# TBD, 10 a.m.
9 Meeting, Call (586) 250-2691,
ID# TBD, 10 a.m.
23 Meeting, Call (586) 250-2691,
ID# TBD, 10 a.m.

NAME

MONTHLY PER CAP

Bradly Marunycz

X

Marilyn Vander Wal

X

Tuesday Yates

X

Bobby Haynes

X

Marshall Mix

X

Forrest Sierminski

X

Larry Pierce

X

Kali Thomas

X

Brett Gibson

X

Megan Wilkinson

X

Ryan Ridenour

X

Patrick Morris

X

Scott Brewer

X

Britney Bitner

X

Luke Collett

X

Ciara Corey

X

Angeline Case

X

You can update your address on the PokagonBand-nsn.gov website under Citizens >
Enrollment or phone (269) 782 -1763 for an address form by mail.

3

Per Capita Important Dates

Elders Stipend
The Soical Services Department needs the following individuals to update
their address and phone number for Elders Stipend. Please contact the
Enrollment Office at (269) 782-1763.

DEADLINE TO RECEIVE
CHANGES/UPDATES/
ADDITIONS

CHECKS MAILED OUT ON

CHECK DATE
DIRECT DEPOSITS
IN ACCOUNTS

Tuesday, February 15

Friday, February 25

Monday, February 28

Tuesday, March 15

Wednesday, March 30

Thursday, March 31

Thursday, April 14

Thursday, April 28

Friday, April 29

Friday, May 13

Friday, May 27

Tuesday, May 31

Wednesday, June 15

Wednesday, June 29

Thursday, June 30

Friday, July 15

Thursday, July 28

Friday, July 29

Monday, August 15

Tuesday, August 30

Wednesday, August 31

Thursday, September 15

Thursday, September 29

Friday, September 30

NAME

ADDRESS

PHONE NUMBER

Ronald Heffington

X

X

Ervin Starrett

X

X

Friday, October 14

Friday, October 28

Monday, October 31

Arthur Watson

X

X

Monday, November 14

Tuesday, November 22

Wednesday, November 23

Thursday, December 15

Thursday, December 29

Friday, December 30

v
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Tribal Council Directory
(888) 376-9988 toll free or (269) 782-6323 office
CHAIRWOMAN

MEMBER AT LARGE

MEMBER AT LARGE

Rebecca Richards
(269) 519-0150
Rebecca.Richards@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

Alex Wesaw
(269) 462-1170
Alex.Wesaw@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

Steve Winchester
(269) 591-0119
Steve.Winchester@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

VICE CHAIR

MEMBER AT LARGE

MEMBER AT LARGE

Andrew Bennett
(269) 479-6224
Andrew.Bennett@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

Brandon Rapp
(269) 519-0334
Brandon.Rapp@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

TREASURER

MEMBER AT LARGE

John Morseau
(269) 519-0954
John.Morseau@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

ELDERS REPRESENTATIVE

Anita Morales
(269) 479-6285
Anita.Morales@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

SECRETARY

Barbara Ann Warren
(269) 519-6058
Barbara.Warren@PokagonBand-nsn.gov
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

MEMBER AT LARGE

Sam Morseau
(269) 519-0799
Sam.Morseau@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

Mark Topash
(269) 519-6200
Mark.Topash@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

Mark Parrish
(269) 479-6283
Mark.Parrish@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

Melissa Rodriguez
(269) 462-4203 desk
(269) 591-9521 cell
Melissa.Rodriguez@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

Elders Council Directory
Elders Hall (800) 859-2717 toll free or (269) 782-0765 office
CHAIR

SECRETARY

Judy Winchester
(269) 462-1578
Judy.Winchester@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

Judy Augusta
(269) 783-6304
Judy.Augusta@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

VICE CHAIR

TREASURER

Vacant

Tom Wilson
(269) 462-1004
Tom.Wilson@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

MEMBER AT LARGE

Cathy Ford
(269) 783-9380
Cathy.Ford@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

Directory of Services
ADMINISTRATION

ELDERS PROGRAM

58620 Sink Road
Dowagiac, Michigan 49047
(269) 782-8998 office
(888) 281-1111 toll free

53237 Townhall Road
(269) 782-0765 office
(800) 859-2717 toll free
(269) 782-1696 fax

CENTER OF HISTORY
& CULTURE

ELECTIONS

HOUSING & COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT

57824 East Pokagon Trail
(269) 783-0443 office
(269) 783-0452 fax

58620 Sink Road
(269) 782-8998 office
(800) 517-0777 toll free
(269) 782-4295 fax

HUMAN RESOURCES

SOUTH BEND AREA OFFICE

59291 Indian Lake Road
(269) 462-4325

58620 Sink Road
(269) 782-9475 office
(888) 782-9475 toll free

58620 Sink Road
(269) 782-8998 office
(269) 782-4253 fax

COMMODITIES

ENROLLMENT

(269) 782-3372 office
(888) 281-1111 toll free
(269) 782-7814 fax

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

58620 Sink Road
(269) 782-1763 office
(269) 782-1964 fax

COMMUNICATIONS

ĖTHË BODWÉWADMIMWAT

58620 Sink Road
(269) 782-8998 office
(800) 517-0777 toll free
(269) 782-6882 fax

58620 Sink Road
(269) 782-8998
COMPLIANCE

58620 Sink Road
(269) 782-8998
CHI ISHOBAK

27043 Potawatomi Trail
(269) 783-4157
EDUCATION

58620 Sink Road
(269) 782-0887 office
(888) 330-1234 toll free
(269) 782-0985 fax

58653 Sink Road
(269) 783-3138
FACILITIES

57824 East Pokagon Trail
(269) 783-0443 office
(269) 783-0452 fax
FINANCE

58620 Sink Road
(269) 782-8998 office
(800) 517-0777 toll free
(269) 782-1028 fax

SOCIAL SERVICES

MNO -BMADSEN

415 East Prairie Ronde Street
(269) 783-4111
NATURAL RESOURCES

32142 Edwards Street
(269) 782-9602 office
(269) 782-1817 fax
POKAGON HEALTH SERVICES

58620 Sink Road
(269) 782-4141 office
(888) 440-1234 toll free

3733 Locust Street
South Bend, Indiana 46614
(574) 282-2638 office
(800) 737-9223 toll free
(574) 282-2974 fax
TRIBAL COUNCIL

58620 Sink Road
(269) 782-6323 office
(888) 376-9988 toll free
(269) 782-9625 fax
TRIBAL COURT

58620 Sink Road
(269) 783-0505 office
(269) 783-0519 fax
TRIBAL POLICE

58620 Sink Road
(269) 782-2232 office
(866) 399-0161 toll free
(269) 782-7988 fax
ZAGBËGON

58620 Sink Road
(269) 783-2469 office
(269) 782-8680 fax
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pokégnek bodéwadmik education +center of history & culture
center of history and culture

Sugarbush
2022

YOUTH COUNCIL EVENT
ATTENTION TRIBAL YOUTH AGES 12-24!
Come learn more about your culture, language, leadership, & history.

This year,

to protect the health and safety
of our citizens and team members due to COVID-19,
we are not accepting any volunteers to assist in
harvesting and processing sap for our annual
Sugarbush program.

However,

we will be recording
every step of making maple syrup and sugar
so you can follow the process virtually on
the Pokagon Band website!

Additionally,

JOIN US AT ESPIN VR to learn & sign
up for youth programming
Team members & Elected Youth Council
Officers will be on-site to answer questions
for parents & youth interested in
programming for Tribal Youth, including:
•
•
•
•
•

Youth Council
After School Program
Tribal National Peer Leadership Group
Culture Fellowship programs
Educational programs

FEBRUARY 12 | 1P.M., 2P.M., & 3P.M.
AT ESPIN VR
605 W EDISON ROAD SUITE K
MISHAWAKA, IN 46545
To RSVP slot time, email by February 10
include youth(s), age, contact information to
Youth.Council@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

INFO & QUESTIONS:

Rebecca Williams at (269) 783-9265or
Rebecca.Williams@PokagonBand-nsn.gov
Adela Galvan at (269) 252-2230 or
Adela.Galvan-Guerrero@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

you can also borrow taps and
bag holders from the Center of History and
Culture so that you can tap your own maple trees
at home! If you would like to reserve taps and bag
holders, please contact Nicole Holloway to arrange
for a time for pick up. You will be required to
sign a borrowers agreement and return all of
the borrowed items to Center of History and
Culture at the end of this year’s sugar season.
There is only a limited supply of taps and bag
holders so they will be loaned on a first- come,
first-serve basis.

Please contact

Nicole Holloway if you have any questions or wish
to borrow taps for your own personal sugar camp!
Nicole.Holloway@PokagonBand-nsn.gov
(269) 783-6131 cell • (269) 783-3513 desk

gyankobjegémen
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department of social services

center of history & culture

Firekeeper’s

Traditional medicine
services Available
Traditional medicine services are now being overseen
by the Center of History & Culture. If you are interested
in seeing Keith Smith for traditional medicine services,
he will be available one Friday and Saturday, per
month to see tribal Citizens by appointment only.
Appointments are taking place in the Government
Annex, 58653 Sink Road, Dowagiac, MI.

Feb 11 & 12
March 11 & 12
April 8 & 9
May 13 & 14
June 10 & 11

Daughter
book discussion
Feb. 10 | 6 p.m. | Microsoft Teams

Join Social Services to discuss Angeline
Boulley’s debut novel, Firekeeper’s Daughter.
Angeline is an enrolled Citizen of the Sault
Ste. Maire Band of Chippewa Indians and
has dedicated her professional career to
Indian education. Participants wanting to join
the discussion can contact Social Services by
Friday, January 28 for a free copy of the book.
If you have any questions, contact Marie Willis
at Marie.Willis@PokagonBand-nsn.gov.

All tribal citizens are welcome to schedule an
appointment, whether it will be your first time or you
are returning for a follow up. Please contact Nicole
Holloway at the Center of History & Culture at (269)
783-3513 (desk), (269) 783-6131 (cell) or Nicole.
Holloway@PokagonBand-nsn.gov, to schedule an
appointment or to inquire about the services provided.
**We honor patient confidentiality
**Due to COVID-19 and for the health and safety of our Citizens
and staff, a health questionnaire and body temperature of less than
100 degrees F will be required before each scheduled appointment.
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