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2022 Zisbakwtokan – Sugar Camp
By Nicole Holloway

This year without being able to accept volunteers while following the
COVID-19 safety procedures, the Center of History and Culture tapped
15 maple trees with the assistance of Zagbëgon Early Learning and
Development Academy students and staff. Our goal this year wasn’t to
get the most syrup and sugar for the community as it has been in past
years, but this year the goal was to spark the interest of our community’s
little ones by getting them involved in each step of the process. We also
made tree tapping kits available to Pokagon Citizens to sign out for the
season and shared instructional videos documenting each step of the syrup
making process on the Pokagon Band website. We had a total of 4 tribal
families sign out tapping kits this year. It usually takes anywhere from
45 to 65 gallons of sap to make a gallon of finished syrup. This season
the penothésêk (children) collected about 105 gallons of sap from the
trees that were tapped at Rodgers Lake campground. We have bottled
about 60 oz of finished syrup and counting. We also made maple sugar
and maple candy. Zagbëgon will be feasting on the syrup at the end of
the season to celebrate a bountiful harvest.
Please turn to page 6
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Chairwoman’s Corner
Bozho!
Thank you for taking the time to read the
April edition of Pokégnek Yathdanawa. As
always, we have a have a lot of interesting
content for you this month and we hope
you enjoy the articles.
Spring is here as we celebrated the change
of seasons with the arrival of the vernal
equinox and the switch to Daylight Savings
Time on Sunday, March 20th! I hope you
are enjoying the additional hour of sunshine
in the evening! I know I feel more energized with the warmer Spring weather.
Thank you to everyone that attended the Annual Meeting on Saturday, March
19. I thought the meeting went really well. Although we would have preferred
to do the meeting in person, the virtual set up worked well for us.
Also please be sure to visit the Pokagon website to review the 2021 Annual
Report, which can be found in the publications section under communications.
Our Pokagon Government Department Directors and team members, along
with the Communications Department worked really hard on the report and
we hope you enjoy reading it.

Looking for something fun to do in April? Enter to win two tickets to the Kenny
Wayne Shepard concert at Four Winds New Buffalo’s Silver Creek Event Center
on Saturday, April 9th or Air Supply on Saturday, April 30th! Please visit the
Pokagon website for details and search “tickets for community events.” Winners
will need to pick up their tickets at the Tribal Council Office, located in the
Administration building, on the following dates:

• Kenny Wayne Shepherd; pick up tickets by Thursday, April 7.
• Air Supply; pick up tickets by Thursday, April 28.
There are also some other exciting events in April including ticket vouchers
for upcoming South Bend Cubs games, beading circles hosted by the Center
of History and Culture, free professional photo shoots by the Communications
Department of you wearing your regalia, and join Social Services for a virtual
discussion of Louise Erdrich’s novel, “The Round House!” Please check this
newsletter for the information flyers and the associated details!
As always, if you have questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to reach out
to me or any of the Tribal Council!

Migwėtth,
Rebecca Richards
Tribal Chairwoman

department of education

center of history & culture

Traditional medicine
services Available

Traditional medicine services are now being overseen
by the Center of History & Culture. If you are interested
in seeing Keith Smith for traditional medicine services,
he will be available one Friday and Saturday, per
month to see tribal Citizens by appointment only.
Appointments are taking place in the Government
Annex, 58653 Sink Road, Dowagiac, MI.

April 8 & 9
May 13 & 14
June 10 & 11
All tribal citizens are welcome to schedule an
appointment, whether it will be your first time or you
are returning for a follow up. Please contact Nicole
Holloway at the Center of History & Culture at (269)
783-3513 (desk), (269) 783-6131 (cell) or Nicole.
Holloway@PokagonBand-nsn.gov, to schedule an
appointment or to inquire about the services provided.

**We honor patient confidentiality
**Due to COVID-19 and for the health and safety of our Citizens
and staff, a health questionnaire and body temperature of less than
100 degrees F will be required before each scheduled appointment.

gyankobjegémen

stay connected

pokagon.com

Discover something new!
Don’t miss your chance
to reserve a Discovery Kit, available for all Pokagon youth, birth–17 years
old (by July 31), who have a 2021–2022 Educational Records Release on
file. Discovery Kits are an age-appropriate assortment of games,
activities, and toys that keep youth engaged during summer months. Kits
are educational, focusing on STEAM (science, technology, engineering,
art, and mathematics) subjects.

Register Search “Discovery Kit 2022” on PokagonBand-nsn.gov
April 30

is the online application deadline.

Due to COVID-19 you have the option to have your kit mailed to
you. You also have the option to pick them up at the Department
of Education between:
• June 6–10, Monday–Friday between 8 a.m. –1 p.m.
• June 13–17, Monday–Friday between 1 p.m. –5 p.m.

gyankobjegémen

stay connected

pokagon.com
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Temporary COVID-19 Emergency Assistance Program
The Tribal Council has determined that it is in the best interests of the Band to
establish the Program to promote the general welfare of Band and its Citizens in
a manner that is not lavish or extravagant under the circumstances by providing
temporary COVID-19 assistance to address a need.

Easter Boxes for All Pokagon Elder Households
The Pokagon Band Food Distribution Program is handing out Easter Boxes
for all Pokagon Elder households (ADDRESSES). The handout will take
place at the Food Distribution Warehouse on the following days:

• Monday, April 11 from 1 p.m. - 4 p.m.
• Tuesday, April 12 from 1 p.m. - 4 p.m.
• Wednesday, April 13 from 1 p.m. - 4 p.m.

To receive up-to-date information about the application process, who is eligible,
what expenses are covered, or other questions you may have about the program,
please go to: www.PokagonBand-nsn.gov/Citizens/TemporaryCovid-19
Assistance Program-2022 or to speak to someone, please call Pokagon Band
Social Services at (269) 782-4300.

Michigan Indian Legal Services Office Hours Return

These Easter Boxes will be given out on a first come, first served basis. You
may pick up one box for your household with a Tribal ID, and one box for
two other addresses (ONE BASKET PER ADDRESS) with a copy of their
Tribal ID and a signed note, or a picture of their ID on your phone with a
text message stating that you can pick up for that person. Phone calls
requesting pickup will not be accepted.

In-person office hours at the Community Center with the Michigan Legal
Indian Services attorney, will begin on March 23rd, and will continue every
second and fourth Wednesday of each month! We are looking forward to
the return of this service in our community, which was put on
hold during the pandemic.
Office hours are from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. For any questions, contact
Michigan Indian Legal Services (800) 968-6877.

When you are coming to pick up, please stay in your car and someone will
be out to take your name and ID number. Please have a door unlocked or
the tailgate popped so that we can put the box in your car. Please form a
single file line, staying in between the cones. Please do not park.
pokégnek bodéwadmik community outreach + dnr + education
department of social services
Community Outreach alongside PHS and
Education department invite you to honor the
newest members of our tribe as part of

THE ROUND HOUSE
BOOK DISCUSSION

THURSDAY, MAY 12 • 6 P.M. MICROSOFT TEAMS

JOIN THE DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES
FOR A VIRTUAL DISCUSSION OF
LOUISE ERDRICH’S THE ROUND HOUSE.
The Round House follows the story of Joe, a 13 year old boy, who seeks
justice for his mother following a violent attack. This novel covers some
very sensitive topics, including sexual violence and death. Please take
care of yourself while reading and participating in the discussion. Because
of the sensitive nature of the book the discussion is limited to adult
participants only.
A limited number of books will be available if you don’t have your
own copy. We just ask that if you receive a copy, please make sure
to attend the discussion. You can purchase a copy of the book
from any bookstore or check out your local library to see if they
have a copy available.
Please register by Friday, April 15 at
pokagonband.formstack.com/forms/round_house_registration.
If you have any questions, contact Marie Willis
at Marie.Willis@PokagonBand-nsn.gov.

Our Annual Virtual
Baby Celebration!
Honoring all Pokagon babies born between
January 2021 and April 30, 2022

Bo
Pen zho
othé
s
Babies honored will receive a gift basket as well
as be introduced in the virtual slide show posted
on the Pokagon website. Families may pick up
their gift baskets at the Wellness Center door through
a drive through pick up process on May 16 from
11a.m.-3p.m. or May 18 from 5 p.m.-7 p.m.
Qualifications include: baby must be either a Pokagon
citizen or Native American tribal citizen that is also a
patient of PHS and also born between January 1, 2021
and April 30, 2022

gyankobjegémen

stay connected

pokagon.com

gyankobjegémen

Please RSVP online by May 1, 2022.

stay connected
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Pokagon Band Gaming Commission Gaming Technology Unit: Ensuring the Honesty of Casino Games
Prepared by: David Vialpando, PBGC Executive Director, David.Vialpando@PokagonBand-nsn.gov
The Pokagon Band Gaming Commission (PBGC) Department of Compliance
and Enforcement (C&E) Gaming Technology Unit (GTU) is a specialized group
of highly trained Gaming Technology Inspectors who definitively answer one
of the most important questions in casino gaming, “Are the games operated
honestly?”
Casino gaming establishments are among the most highly regulated businesses
in the Country. The federal Indian Gaming Regulatory Act designates Tribes
as the primary regulators of Casino gaming and designates the National Indian
Gaming Commission as the federal oversight agency ensuring the integrity of
gaming through the establishment of minimum internal control standards. The
Pokagon Band Gaming Regulatory Act outlines the responsibilities of the PBGC
and establishes the Band’s standards of gaming integrity. The Four Winds Casino
has developed comprehensive PBGCapproved internal control standards
and policies and procedures to ensure
consistent and verifiable processes
regarding the integrity of gaming.
The outcome of each game played,
whether on Four Winds Casino slot
machines (Electronic Gaming Devices
or EGDs), a Four Winds electronic
table game, or through the Four
Winds Casino iGaming platform,
is determined by a Random Number
Generator (RNG). Modern day
RNG’s are part of the software
installed in EGD and iGaming
offerings. EGD software must be
certified by an independent gaming
testing laboratory, and before the
game can be offered to a casino
patron, must be electronically
verified by the PBGC. The technical
standards applied by the PBGC are
the same as those applied by the States
of Indiana, Nevada, and New Jersey.
The PBGC GTU’s primary mission
is to ensure the integrity and proper
operation of all Casino gaming
offerings, Poker systems, and game support systems, as well as sports wagering,
iGaming and iSports Wagering. GTU inspectors have developed proficiency
in utilizing a variety of electronic software verification tools and tracking
databases to ensure EGD software integrity throughout a slot machine’s presence
in a Four Winds Casino. GTU inspectors have established procedures with Four
Winds Casino Operations personnel to ensure that each game offered to patrons
in a Four Winds Casino meets the rigorous standards ensuring integrity and
proper operation.
GTU inspectors communicate daily with game manufacturers and testing
laboratory personnel to ensure the seamless installation of new EGDs at Four
Winds Casinos. Slot machines are continually updated and replaced in response
to patron demand for the most desirable casino entertainment in the industry.
Four Winds Casino is an industry leader in EGD and electronic table game
offerings. By way of example, later this year, Four Winds Casino will add several
hundred slot machines and electronic table games to the expanded floor space
under construction at the Four Winds Casino in South Bend. Each of these
machines will be inspected and verified by PBGC GTU inspectors. Since the
inception of the Gaming Compact with the State of Indiana last year, GTU

inspectors have inspected and verified hundreds of new game offerings installed
at the Four Winds Casino in South Bend.
As with any electronic device, on occasion, an EGD or electronic table game
will malfunction. GTU inspectors utilize a variety of tools and work with
gaming manufacturers and testing lab personnel to determine the cause of every
malfunction, the corrective action which needs to be taken, and ensuring that
similar devices in Four Winds Casinos are protected from similar malfunction.
Occasionally, a casino patron will claim that a slot machine or electronic
gaming device did not function correctly resulting in the patron’s loss of
funds. On fewer occasions, individuals are detected attempting to manipulate
and alter the performance of an EGD through some external means. In these
circumstances, the PBGC will conduct investigations
to determine if the gaming device malfunctioned in
the one circumstance or was breached in the other
circumstance. GTU inspectors are integral to the
technical analysis of the involved gaming device as
part of these investigations.
The PBGC GTU is responsible for regulating over
4,000 EGDs and the sports wagering platform
operated in the Four Winds Casinos in both
Michigan and Indiana, as well as regulating the
Four Winds Casino
iGaming platform
in Michigan. GTU
inspectors are responsible
for monitoring the status
of approximately 40,000
pieces of software that
are installed on Four
Winds Casino gaming
floors to ensure that all
software is approved
for service according to
the independent testing
lab requirements. GTU
staff also pre-verify all
software shipped from the
manufacturer to ensure
that the software has been
approved and signatures
verified to reduce the risk
of corrupted software
entering EGDs on the
Casino floor. In addition
to the pre-verification
process, the GTU also post-verifies the software after it has been installed onto
the EGD to ensure that nothing was corrupted during software uploading.
In January 2022, the PBGC joined only a handful of Gaming Commissions
in the Country to receive and utilize GAT Verification protocol to post-verify
installed gaming software. GAT or Game Authentication Terminal protocol
allows GTU inspectors to keep the software installed in the EGDs while running
a mathematical algorithm that will produce electronic signatures that should
match the laboratory-issued certification letter.
The PBGC’s investment in a technically proficient Gaming Technology Unit is
designed to answer the most important question affecting patron confidence in
casino gaming, “Are the games operated honestly?” The PBGC can answer that
question with maximum confidence, “Yes!”
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Foster and Adoptive Homes are Needed
"Native American children make up a greater proportion of children in foster
care than in the general population." – Bill Thorne, a member of the Pomo
Tribe, Utah Court of Appeals Judge and member of the Pew Commission
on Children in Foster Care.
Pokagon children, just like all children in the foster care system, often undergo
traumatic emotional, psychological, behavioral, and environmental changes
affecting their lives and development. One of the major concerns is where and
with whom these children will live.
The Pokagon Band Foster Care program seeks to find Pokagon homes for
Pokagon children who have been removed from their homes and are in the
process of being reunified with their families or need to be adopted. We
want to ensure that our children are placed in tribal homes, to keep them
connected to their cultural identity, its values, and their community.
"It’s very important for kids to be placed in homes that understand their cultural
background, culture is a foundation of who we are as a people." – Bobby Lefebre,
Youth Services Supervisor for Denver Human Services Department.

Other ways to get involved:
Considering full time fostering or adopting can feel overwhelming, especially
if you want to help for our children but don’t want a long-term commitment.
There are other ways you can help.
Providing respite care is a great way to try fostering without committing full-time.
It allows you to provide temporary placement for children whose foster parents
may need to fulfill other obligations outside of the home.
The Pokagon Department of Social Services will assist potential foster/adoptive
and respite parents during the licensing/home study process to ensure a smooth
licensing process. Those interested in becoming foster parents or providing
respite care will go through the licensing/home study process through an outside
licensing agency. Department staff will help locate a free licensing agency.
Please help fill this critical need for Native American foster and adoptive homes.
If you can be the change that matters, please contact Christynn Black at
Christynn.Black@PokagonBand-nsn.gov or (269) 462-4336.

Embracing the Seven Grandfather Teachings through the fostering process
is valuable for potential parents and the children. Our potential foster parents
need to respect our children and the situations and environments they have
come from; provide a loving environment; convey wisdom to encourage and
motivate; be honest in times of distress and disparity; provide a nurturing family
structure; have the humility to step out of the box; and the courage to take on
the responsibility of welcoming a child with challenges or special needs.

Bkonké Gizes (making seperate moon)

Bkonké Gizes Crossword

1

2

3

4

ACRO SS
3 Hat
4 Necklace
6 Traditional clothing
7 Wing fan
10 Earring

5

6

7

D OW N
1 Moccasins
2 Shirt/Coat/Jacket
5 Vest
8 Dress/Skirt
9 Pants

8
9
10

The answers are on page 16

Across

Down

[3] hat

[1] moccasins

[4] necklace

[2] shirt/coat/jacket

[6] traditional clothing

[5] vest

[7] wing fan

[8] dress/skirt

[10] earring

[9] pants
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2022 Zisbakwtokan – Sugar Camp,
continued from page one
We are looking forward to citizens who will begin to make maple syrup
at home and continue the tradition amongst our tribal families. Knowing
how to harvest food from the land we live on is a survival skill that has
become more relevant than ever after experiencing the scarcity of meat and
fresh produce during the pandemic. The Center of History and Culture will
continue to work towards producing culturally appropriate food through
sustainable methods and practices. Please visit the Pokagon Band website
for more information about sugar season and for a free downloadable
coloring book with Potawatomi terms related to sugarbush.
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What’s that Non-Native Species?
Yellow Floating Heart (Nymphoides peltata)

What’s That Edible Plant?
Wood Ear or Jelly Ear (Auricularia americana)

Yellow floating heart
(Nymphoides peltata)
is native to Asia
and Europe but was
introduced in the
United States as an
ornamental aquaculture
plant. Unfortunately,
this plant is highly
invasive in the U.S. and difficult to control once established. Yellow floating
heart has been found in the wild in most of the eastern U.S. and near the Pacific
coast. This aquatic plant is a perennial species that can create dense mats. These
dense mats can shade out native plants, decrease oxygen levels in the water,
reduce water flow, and interfere with water recreation activities. Yellow floating
heart has bright yellow flowers with five fringe-edged petals. The leaves of the
plant are circular, or heart shaped. Small fragments of the plants and seeds can
be transported by humans and wildlife to new locations. The plant also spreads
vegetatively through roots. As always, when you exit a waterbody, please be
sure to clean, drain, and dry your boat to help prevent the transport of nonnative species. If you believe you have identified yellow floating heart on tribal
properties, please take as many pictures as possible and call the Department of
Natural Resources to report the location of the sighting.

The wood ear or jelly ear
(Auricularia americana) is type
of mushroom that grows in
groups and can be found on
decaying wood year-round. The
wood ear gets its name because
the fruiting body is shaped like
an ear. This fungus has a jelly-like
consistency and can be described
as rubbery in texture. The wood
ear typically grows with the cup
side of the fungus facing down. The wood ear
can range in color, but usually is reddish brown
to grayish black. The underside is slightly lighter
than the topside which can be covered with a
velvety appearance. The wood ear can grow to
6 inches across, with veining and flattening out a bit as it grows. Wood ears may
be confused with cup fungus. However, any cup fungus is brittle and tends to
break when picked. Another mushroom that may be mistaken for wood ears is
brown witches’ butter, which rarely gets larger than 1 inch in size. Wood ears
will pop up after rain but remain during drier times. They can be picked fresh
or dry. Wood ears can be eaten raw, although it is recommended to wash them
first. They can also be dried for later use. This mushroom contains iron, vitamins
K, B1, and B2, protein, and fiber. Wood ears do not have a lot of flavors of their
own but will absorb flavors of the food in which they may be used. Wood ears
are typically used in soups, salads, stir-frying and sautéing. As with any new
edible or medicinal, please ensure that you have a positive identification before
use and utilize in small quantities at first to make sure there are no allergic or
adverse reactions.

pokégnek bodéwadmik center of history & culture

Kë Bébisyakémen
Lets Bead!

April 10 • April 24 • May 22 • June 26
12 p.m. to 3 p.m.
Center of History and Culture
59291 Indian Lake Road, Dowagiac
Join the Center of History and Culture in a beading circle! Bring what you are working
on and work alongside experienced and novice beaders. There will be an instructor
on-site to assist beginners with easy projects. If you are interested in learning something
new or finishing a project you already started, this is the class for you! Limited supplies
will be available.
Tribal Citizens and tribal parents only. Light lunch will be provided, feel free to bring a
dish to pass. If you would like a basic start-up supply list please contact Nicole Holloway.
The option to join virtually via Microsoft Teams is available. Supplies will not be provided
to those joining virtually.
Please RSVP by emailing
Nicole.Holloway@PokagonBand-nsn.gov,
text, or call at (269) 783-3513

gyankobjegémen

stay connected

pokagon.com
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2022 Zagbëgon Zisbakwtokéwen – Sugar Bushing
The Zisbakwtokéwen story accounts for the origin of why the Neshnabé people
must go through such the tedious process to make zigwagmede and zisbakwet
(maple syrup and maple sugar). Zigwagmede (maple syrup) used to drip from the
trees. People grew lazy and laid under the trees letting it drip into their mouths
instead of being productive. Nanabozho was disappointed and poured water over
the shënamash (maple trees) so that they would have to boil down
the zisbakwtabo (maple sap) to make zigwagmede.
This school year, the Zagbëgon Zisbakwtokéwen (sugar bushing) started off
with the students learning about Nanabozho and the Maple Trees. Pokagon
Band Department of Natural Resources (DNR) came out to share with the
Penothésêk (children) and taught them that the sun warms the mtegwagké (trees),
which sends the sap up for us to collect. The Penothésêk simulated
this by using a special device, warming it with their hands and watching the
liquid travel up.
After the visits from DNR, the Department of History and Culture, and the
Elder’s Cultural Associate, the Penothésêk were able to go out, lay their séma
to express our gratitude, and tap the shënamash. They really enjoyed watching
the sap pour for the first time and were able to catch some drips of sweet
zisbakwtabo on their tongues. Every couple of days, they went back on retrieved
the zisbakwtabo that had dripped into their buckets and poured that into a
very big bucket.
When enough sap had been stored, the boiling process began, and they were
able to witness this firsthand. This process was led by the Department of History
and Culture. For most, it was the first time ever. For all, it was exciting!
It appears this will be a pretty good year for Zisbakwtokéwen and the students
should be able to take home what they’ve harvested. Migwétth, Mamogoosnan
(thank you, Creator)!
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Tee Up for Veterans 2022
We’re back this year for our
annual Tee Up for Veterans
event which will aid to the
Pokagon Potawatomi Veterans
Society Military Emergency
Relief Fund. The yearly
benefit is an incredible act
of support and is especially
important for uplifting Veterans who have served and seek additional support
in times of emergency need.
This very special Golf Tournament will take place Friday, May 27, at the
Hampshire Country Club located at 29592 Pokagon Highway in Dowagiac.
We suggest you get there early to catch the registration at 8 a.m.
Registration is open until it is full. You can find additional information and
register on the website at www.PokagonBan-nsn.gov/tee-veterans-2022.
For questions and information regarding prizes, sponsorship details, and
access to the Sponsor pre-event reception contact Sarah Gideon at (269)
462-4288 or Sarah.Gideon@PokagonBand-nsn.gov.
We look forward to seeing you this year.

pokégnek bodéwadmik tribal police

Walk with Officer Abby
Enjoy a morning stroll
through Dowagiac
Pokégnek Édawat with
Tribal Police Officer
Abigail Shanahan.
Meet at the Community
Center every Monday *
at 10 a.m. from May 9
through August 29.

Also meet Officer Abby
at these locations:
Hartford Village

May 20, June10, August 12
at 10 a.m.

South Bend Village
May13, June 3, August 5
at 10 a.m.

gyankobjegémen

stay connected

*Will not be meeting on
government holidays and July 11.

pokagon.com
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Veteran Voice
Bozho Jiyak from the Pokegnek
Bodewadmik Ogitchedaw! We are
welcoming spring with all its sunshine,
rain, and new beginnings. It is great
to smell the fresh air and experience
the extended hours of sunshine.
The Pow Wow season has begun and it’s great to be a part of honoring our
culture, ancestors, and current veterans. We are looking forward to doing some
wonderful things within our community and throughout the nation this year.
Our designated Veteran Services assistant is anxiously awaiting your questions
regarding all VA issues such as: enrollment, taxes, benefits, services, ESA
programs, and much more. We have some events planned with our local veterans
in Dowagiac, Decatur, Mishawaka, and South Haven throughout this year.
The Ogitchedaw are also planning to attend the following events this summer:

• Indiana University Pow Wow – April 9
• Veterans Golf Outing – May 27
• Ggaténmamen Gdankobthegnanêk Pow Wow – May 27-29
• Potawatomi Gathering in Hannahville, Michigan – July 25-30
• Additional Pow Wows may be added as they become available
We are attempting to get all our veterans recognized on the Community Center
Wall of Honor. Please let us know if you, or a loved one, would like a photo and
name on the Pokagon Band Wall of Honor. We are only able to honor existing
veterans with their approval.

The Ogitchedaw would also like to remind you of the following programs we
have available to our veterans:

• Talons Out trip to D.C. – externally sponsored but supported
by the Ogitchedaw
• Bring a Hero Home – for any active-duty member wanting assistance
to return home from their base of record
• Ogitchedaw Scholarship – up to $1,500 per semester for higher education
• Emergency Funds – up to $1,500 per year as a last-resort emergency
assistance
• Meal with a Member – enjoy a coffee or meal with a member
of the Ogitchedaw Board
We have also started a Words for Warriors program to send encouraging/
supportive letters to our veterans and/or active-duty Pokagon Warriors – you
write a letter, and we will get it mailed to a recipient (please designate if it is
for a retired or active-duty member). Handwritten letters are preferred.
The Ogitchedaw are continuing our search for more Pokagon Veterans willing
to share their story in the first edition of our Ogitchedaw Life Book. If you
would like to share your story or the story of a loved one, just let us know.
Lastly, although we are aware that we may not meet everyone’s needs, we still
encourage you to share your ideas with us. If you have any questions or ideas to
share, please contact us at the email address below. We look forward to hearing
from you and maintain an ‘open door’ policy regarding anything we are doing
as your protectors and warriors.
As always, please send any questions or comments to: Veterans.Chairman@
PokagonBand-nsn.gov.

Intertribal

center of history & culture

RIBBON SKIRT
Workshop

Please join us for this unique hybrid event!

Mkedékéwen
FASTING

A Rite of Passage

FOR YOUNG BOYS, GIRLS, WOMEN & MEN

Center of History & Culture and Traditional healer Keith Smith
invites citizens, tribal members, and their families to participate
in Mkedékéwen for a rite of passage.
For more information about fasting please contact Rebecca Williams
at Rebecca.Williams@PokagonBand-nsn.gov or (269) 462-4325.

May 2-6, 2022

RODGERS LAKE CAMPGROUND

What:

Intertribal Ribbon Skirt Workshop

When:

Friday, April 8 | 8:30am-3pm

Where: In-person events @ locations below
Virtual event all day to connect tribes

Workshop Locations
Keweenaw Bay Ojibwa Community College
Bay Mills Community College
Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians
Little Traverse Bay Band of Odawa Indians
Saginaw Chippewa Tribe
Match-E-Be-Nash-She-Wish Band of
Pottawatomi Indians
Pokagon Band of Potawatomi
Nottawaseppi Huron Band of the Potawatomi

For more info or to register at your location contact Nicole
Holloway at Nicole.Holloway@PokagonBand-nsn.gov.

gyankobjegémen

stay connected

pokagon.com
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Small Business Spotlight:
Michiana Sanitation Specialists
Mno-Bmadsen and Chi Ishobak have teamed
up to support Pokagon and other Native
small business American owned small businesses in southwest
Michigan and northern Indiana.
To encourage the Pokagon
community to “Buy Native, Support Local,” a different Native
American owned small business will be featured in this
newsletter every month. This month we are happy to introduce
you to Michiana Sanitation Specialists!

SPOTLIGHT

Headquartered in
Niles, Michigan,
Michiana Sanitation
Specialists is a
commercial and
residential cleaning
service for the
Michiana area.
Specifically, they
provide Airbnb
turnover service,
carpet cleaning,
post construction
cleaning, and
housekeeping services.
Michiana Sanitation Specialists
tackles individual residential
cleaning jobs with the same
diligence and attention as with
large construction site clean
ups. The owner, Paul Gettig,
is the son of Denise Mays and
Robert Gettig and grandson to
the late Cathy Bradford. Paul
was raised in Covert, Michigan
where he spent his youth riding
bikes and enjoying Lake
Michigan beaches. As a young
man, Paul tried several different
career paths including driving
truck, factory work and even
spent some time with Four
Winds cleaning kitchens and
serving as a hotel porter. Paul
found he genuinely enjoyed
cleaning. He also found he
wasn’t always feeling appreciated
for the hard work he was
completing. In 2019, with the
support of his wife Rochelle,
Paul started Michiana Sanitation Specialists.
Paul shares one benefit of being a small business owner is the sense of
accomplishment he gets from seeing a job well done. He can be tasked with
a significant challenge and within a few hours, have the area sparkling clean.
He doesn’t need anyone to tell him he did a good job because he can see it with
his own eyes. He also takes great pride in providing employment for others.
He started his business employing only family. Within a short amount of time,
the great demand for cleaning services required Paul to look outside his family

for employees. He currently employs 17 hard-working cleaners. For
those interested in small business ownership, Paul says confidence
and goal setting is a must. He also says preparation is important. One
resource Paul recommends is the Potawatomi Economic Gathering
(PEG) Panel Discussion. During that event, current small business
owners share their stores and provide advice with aspiring small business
owners. Paul has served as a panelist in the past and is always willing to
share his experience and expertise with others.
Paul and Rochelle live in Niles, Michigan with their children. As a
family, they enjoy going to the movies, bowling, and look forward to
their annual Florida vacation. For more information about Michiana
Sanitation Specialists, visit www.michianasanitationspecialist.com or look
for them on Facebook. Michiana Sanitation Specialists also provide free
estimates. For a free estimate, call (269) 591-0717. If you have a Native
owned small business that can be featured in the tribal newsletter, email
Arianna at Arianna.Morseau@mno-bmadsen.com.
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Guidelines for Pokégnêk Yathdanawa Submissions
Enrolled citizens of the Pokagon Band are
encouraged to submit original letters, stories,
pictures, poetry, and announcements for
publication in Pokégnêk Yathdanawa. Submissions
shall be the views and product of the submitting
member. Submissions written by or to a thirdparty, such as the governor or a congressman,
and copied to Pokégnêk Yathdanawa are not original.

Not all submissions are guaranteed publication upon submission. Newsletter
staff reserves the right to refuse submissions based on the following criteria;

• False, misleading, or defamatory;
• Discriminatory, sexist, racist, demeaning, insulting, or otherwise
offensive to another;
• Threatening, harassing, intimidating, or otherwise may tend
to produce fear;
• Profane, obscene, pornographic, indecent, or patently offensive
Anonymous or “name withheld” submissions will not be published. Members
to the average user;
shall include their tribal enrollment number, full name, and mailing address
• Disruptive to the office, undermining of the Band’s or a supervisor’s
with all newsletter submissions. Tribal enrollment number and mailing address
authority, or impairing of working relationships; and
will be used for verification purposes and will not be published, unless member
• Absolutely no political campaigning is allowed.
specifically requests to have it published.
Please email submissions to Pokagon.Newsletter@PokagonBand-nsn.gov.
Newsletter staff will contact members should any reason arise that may delay
or prevent posting of newsletter submissions. To ensure timely communication
with members regarding their newsletter submissions, members may choose
to provide additional contact information such as a phone number or e-mail
address. Phone numbers, e-mail addresses, and other provided contact
information will not be published, unless member specifically requests to
have it published.
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pokégnek bodéwadmik department of health services

Students between the ages of 10 and 14 are invited to learn
about caring for children, child development, fire safety,
safety in the home, and will obtain CPR /first aid certifications.
Please RSVP by calling Angelina Herman at (269) 783-2485.
Limited to 12 students. Class will not be held if fewer than
five students register. COVID precautions will be taken.

June 21-23 | 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Pokagon Family Activity Center

gyankobjegémen

stay connected

pokagon.com

pokégnek bodéwadmik department of administration

Free Painted
Desert Sheep
Are Available to Pokagon Citizens
Kappler Schaferei, a division of Kappler Farms
& Stables in Fowlerville, Michigan is offering
free Painted Desert Sheep to Pokagon
Citizens/Households and Pokagon
Government Employees. Painted Desert
Sheep are one of a variety of hair sheep which
naturally shed their wooly undercoat in the
spring. This means no shearing! These sheep
are natural lawnmowers and lot-cleaners.
They do a wonderful job of keeping our
pastures eaten down to the consistency of a
golf course fairway. The sheep also eat most
leafy shrubs and bushes making pasture
maintenance a minimal chore. The rams do
grow large and have curling horns. There
are three different bloodlines of registered
Painted Desert Sheep available and Kappler
Schaferei can guarantee unrelated ram and
ewe lambs for breeding purposes, as well as
starter flocks (one ram lamb, and one or two
unrelated ewe lambs). 15 to 25 new lambs
will be available to go to their new homes by
the end of July 2022.
If interest, contact Roger P. Kappler by June 21, 2022
at (734)368-7476 or rkappler@hotmail.
View photos of sheep on the
Kappler Schaferei Facebook
page and kapplerschaferei.com
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April Moon Description

Ki gkéndan né Did you know?

We measure months by the full moon. There are actually 13 full moons
in a calendar year, each one having something of significance during
that time. When we adapt them to the English calendar we use 12 moons
to fit. Please keep in mind that there are many calendar in which we use
and variations of these out there.

Bkonké Gizes (making separate moon).

Bkonké Gizes – Bark Separating Moon / April
As the weather starts to warm up, water starts to run thru the (mtegok)
trees once again thus allowing for future leaf growth. As the water starts
to run creating sap, the bark separates from the trunk of the tree in an
action we call bkonké. This is why we call April Bkonké Gizes (Bark
Separating Moon).

Ki gkéndan né? Did you know that the designs used
on mizhatthwen (traditional clothing) are outlines of
the different types of floral and fauna that can be found within our homelands?
These designs are representations of the gifts bestowed upon our people such
as medicines and food. We honor their sacrifice by utilizing their beautiful
shapes and colors in our ribbonwork. As Mnokmé (spring) returns and
Gokmeskinan (our grandmother earth) begins to bloom once again, pay
attention to the ornate and distinct beauty of our delicate helpers growing
wild in all places both high and low.

Mno-yathmowas Fun fact
Did you know there is an official Potawatomi flower?
We call this flower “wabgon” which is also known as
the Trailing Arbutus. It is important to us because of
a sacred story that is told with it. In the story a young
girl named “Mnokmé” (Springtime) challenged
an old man known as Pondésé (winter maker) to
ensure that we would have Spring & Summer again.
Everywhere she has been, is where & only where this
flower grows, and it is the first flower of Spring.

South Bend Government Office Hours
The South Bend Administration Building is open on Thursdays.
The hours are 9 a.m. – 12 p.m. and 1 p.m. – 4 p.m.

department of communications

center of history & culture
department of education

SAVE THE DATE

FREE
PROFESSIONAL
PHOTO-SHOOT

OF YOU WEARING YOUR REGALIA!

Kë Gbéshmen 2022
Summer Camp

Week 1 | June 21-23
Ages 5-8 Day Camp

Week 3 | July 13-15
Ages 12-17 Day Camp

Week 2 | June 28-30
Ages 8-12 Day Camp

Week 4 | July 19-22
Ages 12-17 Overnight Camp
(Priority given to
highschool students)

DURING THE MONTH OF APRIL
MONDAY-WEDNESDAY • 9A.M. - 3:30 P.M.

Registration opens May 4 at 10 a.m.

gyankobjegémen

stay connected

pokagon.com

The Communications Department is
moving forward to display the artistry,
culture, and history of the people.
Receive a framed photo and 5 digital
photographs sent via email. Photos
will be used for Pokagon promotional
material. This is for us to celebrate our
art, culture, and history!

APPOINTMENTS ARE REQUIRED
Please contact Jessica Hightower at
(269) 462-4298 or Jessica.Hightower
@PokagonBand-nsn.gov
gyankobjegémen
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Healthy Foods
April is a good month to prepare Joe’s Blue
Cornmeal Mush and Blue Cornmeal Tamale
Casserole. Whether you practice your eating
lifestyle as a vegan or vegetarian or a meat
eater, these indigenous super foods have high
nutritional value that supplement a healthy
heart and honors the body that our spirit sits
in. In this month’s recipe you will find the ingredients and instructions to elevate
your healthy path with mno bmadsen. Enjoy!

Blue Cornmeal Tamale Casserole
Ingredients
• Vegetable oil
• 3 cups water
• 1 cup blue cornmeal
• 1 cup 1% milk OR 1 cup reconstituted instant nonfat dry milk OR water

Joe’s Blue Cornmeal Mush by Joe VanAlstine, LTBB of Odawak

• ¼ teaspoon salt

Ingredients

• 2 ½ teaspoons chili powder – divided

• 1-2 soft-boiled eggs per serving

• ½ teaspoon garlic powder – divided

• 1 ½ cups water

• 2 cups of grated American cheese – divided ½ cup and 1 ½ cups

• 1 cup blue cornmeal

• 1 medium onion, diced small

• ¾ to 1 cup 1% milk

• ½ large OR 1 small green pepper, chopped small

• ¼ teaspoon salt, or more as needed to taste

• 1 15.5 oz. can refried beans, mild or spicy

• 1 Tablespoon butter

• 1 15.5 oz. can black beans or kidney beans, drained and rinsed

• ¼ cup maple sugar

• 1 15.5 oz can whole kernel corn, drained OR 1 cup of frozen corn

• Walnuts and pecans

• 1 15.5 oz. can diced tomatoes

Instructions
Soft-Boiled Egg:
1. Wash your hands before preparing food.
2. Bring about 2 inches of water to a boil in a small saucepan.
3. Gently place eggs into boiling water and boil for 6 ½ minutes.
4. Rinse eggs under cold water until able to handle easily with bare hands.
5. Peel eggs and set aside.
Mush:
1. In a large, heavy bottomed saucepan, bring 1 ½ cups water to a boil.

• 1 12.5 oz can chicken, drained (save broth for another use), chopped into
½” pieces
• 1 teaspoon ground cumin and ½ teaspoon oregano (both optional, but
delicious)
Instructions
1. Wash your hands before preparing food. Spread 1 teaspoon
of vegetable oil generously on bottom and sides of a 9” x 13” dish.
2. In a large saucepan, bring the water to a boil.
3. In a small bowl, mix together the cornmeal, milk and salt. Slowly pour
the cornmeal/milk mixture into the boiling water, stirring constantly.

2. Mix milk and salt in a small bowl, slowly stir in the cornmeal until
smooth.

4. Bring mixture to a boil again, then reduce heat and stir almost constantly
to avoid scorching. Add ½ teaspoon of chili powder and ¼ teaspoon garlic
powder. Cook for about 10 minutes.

3. Slowly pour the cornmeal/milk mixture into the boiling water, stirring
constantly.

5. Spread the hot cornmeal on the bottom of the greased 9”x13” dish.
Sprinkle with ½ cup of grated cheese. Preheat oven to 350°F.

4. Bring mixture to a boil again, then reduce heat and stir almost constantly
to avoid scorching for about 15 minutes, or until the mixture is thickened
to the consistency that you like.

6. Sauté onions and green pepper in 1 Tablespoon vegetable oil until soft.
Add all other ingredients, and remaining chili and garlic powders, cumin
and oregano. Heat until hot.

5. Stir in butter and maple sugar. Divide into bowls and top each with nuts
and soft-boiled egg(s).

7. Spread the mixture over the cheese and cornmeal in the baking dish.
Sprinkle remaining 1 ½ cups of cheese over the casserole. Bake for 30
minutes, or until bubbling and cheese is melted.
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January 1, 2022 through April 1, 2022
Pokagon Band Elders

SNOW REMOVAL REIMBURSEMENT APPLICATION FORM
Name: ________________________ Address: ____________________________________
City: ________________________State& Zip Code: ______________________________
Phone No: ____________________ Tribal ID: _________________
THIRD PARTY SNOW REMOVAL SERVICE PROVIDER INFORMATION
Name: _______________________ Address: _____________________________________
City: _________________________ State & Zip Code: _____________________________
Phone No: ____________________ Business Name: ____________________
Pokagon Band Elders anywhere in the U.S may be reimbursed for snow removal services
provided to their residence by third party service providers. The maximum reimbursement an
Elder may receive over the entire season is $200 per household.
You are responsible for finding your own third party snow removal service provider. You will
not be reimbursed if you are the person who removed snow from your own driveway. Except
for those residing at Phase ll (Rent to Own), those residing at Pokagon Band Housing are
ineligible for reimbursement, as the Pokagon Band already provides snow removal.
To be eligible for reimbursement, you must complete and return this application. Additionally,
you must include the invoice(s) or receipt(s) from third party service provider. All invoices or
receipts must be from the third party service provider and not the Elder. We may contact your
third party snow removal provider for verification. Incomplete applications, applications
without invoice(s)/receipt(s), and applications received after April 15th 2022 will not be
processed.
The completed application with accompanying invoice(s)/receipt(s) must be returned to:
Elders Council / P.O.Box 180 Dowagiac Michigan 49047. Any questions call Elders Hall
(800)-859-2717 or (269)-782-0765
By my signing below, I certify that all information provided on this application is true/correct.
Signature of Applicant: _________________________________ Date: __________________
Print Name: _________________________________
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Elders Stipend

Open Positions Available

Soon to be 55 years old!!
Please submit an Elders Stipend Registration form for benefits to Elders Hall.
The form is available on the Pokagon Band website, search “Elders Services”
on www.PokagonBand-nsn.gov.

The following open positions are still available and listed in alphabetical order.
Please refer to the Pokagon website or the Legislative Edition to read the position
descriptions, qualifications and details on how to apply.

Submit the completed documents by mail, fax, or email.
Mail: Pokagon Band of Potawatomi
Attn: Elders Hall
P.O. Box 180, Dowagiac, MI 49047
Fax: (269) 782-1696

• Pokagon Band Land Use Board

• Health Care Advisory Board

• Ethics Board

• Mno-Bmadsen Board Director

• Food Sovereignty Committee

• Pokagon Rights Board

• Ggaténmamen Gdankobthegnanêk
Pow Wow Committee

• Salary Commission
• Tribal Art Committee

Email: Social.Services@PokagonBand-nsn.gov
The Elder Specialist at Elders Hall can answer questions, call (269) 782-0765
or (800) 859 2717.
The Social Services Department needs the following individuals to update
their address and phone number for Elders Stipend. Please contact the
Enrollment Office at (269) 782-1763.
NAME

ADDRESS

PHONE NUMBER

Ronald Heffington

X

X

Arthur Watson

X

X

pokégnek bodéwadmik health services
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Bkonké Gizes Crossword Solution
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2022 Blood Drives
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at Pokagon Health Services | Family Activity Center
Sign up at MIBlood.org or contact Elizabeth Leffler at
(269) 462- 4406 or Elizabeth.Leffler@ PokagonBand-nsn.gov.
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Across

Down

[3] hat

[1] moccasins

[4] necklace

[2] shirt/coat/jacket

[6] traditional clothing

[5] vest

[7] wing fan

[8] dress/skirt

[10] earring

[9] pants

Italian Rustic Cod
Black Bean Medley
Quinoa

Vegetable Soup

Cottage Cheese

Peaches

28

Tomato Salad
Cottage Cheese

19
Smokey Applewood Salmon
Green Beans
Tomato Salad
Pears

26
Tortilla Crusted Tilapia
Black Bean Medley
Quinoa

Peaches

Yogurt

18

Chicken & Wild Rice Soup

Egg Salad Sandwich

Fruit Cocktail

Yogurt

25

Stuffed Pepper Soup

Chicken Salad Sandwich

Cottage Cheese

Salad

Coleslaw

Baked Chips

Chicken Patty Sandwich

27

Cereal

Nutrigrain Bars

Breakfast Wrap

20

Salad

Avocados

Baked Chips

Tomato Salad

Asparagus

Swedish Meatballs

Salad

Tortilla Chips

Black Bean Quinoa Bowl

21

Fruit Cocktail

Salad

Mixed Vegetables

Closed in Observance
of Good Friday

Fruit Cocktail

Salad

Roasted Peppers

Italian Beef with Au Jus

29

Salad

Cottage Cheese

Baked Chips

Buffalo Burger

22

15

Tacos with Black Beans

8

Pears

Salad

Cornbread

Chili

1

FRIDAY

E l d ers l unc h men u

Yogurt

Cottage Cheese

French Style Green Beans

Artisan Mac n’ Cheese

Turkey Sandwich

Chicken Wrap

Salisbury Steak

14

Broccoli Cheddar Soup

13

Salad

Mixed Vegetables

Stuffed Green Peppers

7

Please call the day before if
you would like to pick up a meal
(269) 782-0765. Meals are
subject to change. Please stay
in your vehicle and we will bring
your food out to you.

THURSDAY

12

Salad

Avocados

Baked Chips

Turkey Wrap

6

WEDNESDAY

11

Yogurt

5

TUESDAY

4

april

MONDAY

APRIL 2022
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Elders Council April Calendar of Events

Tribal Council April Calendar of Events

Stay connected. Check Pokagon.com for the lastest information.
Join all meetings virtually via Microsoft Teams.
4 Tribal Council Special Session, Administration, 10 a.m.
5 Gaming Authority, New Buffalo, 10 a.m.
9 Tribal Citizen Saturday Meeting, Community
Center, 10 a.m.
11 Tribal Council Special Session, Administration, 10 a.m.
12 Gaming Authority, New Buffalo, 10 a.m.
18 No Meeting Due to PGA Board Travel
19 No Meeting Due to PGA Board Travel
25 Tribal Council Special Session, Administration, 10 a.m.
26 Gaming Authority, New Buffalo, 10 a.m.

Stay connected. Check Pokagon.com for the lastest information.

7

Business Meeting, Call (586) 250-2691,
ID # TBA, 10 a.m.
13 Meeting, Call (586) 250-2691,
ID # TBA, 10 a.m.
27 Meeting, Call (586) 250-2691,
ID # TBA, 10 a.m.

Per Capita News

Tribal Council May Calendar of Events

Stay connected. Check Pokagon.com for the lastest information.
Join all meetings virtually via Microsoft Teams.
2 Tribal Council Special Session, Administration, 10 a.m.
3 Gaming Authority, New Buffalo, 10 a.m.
9 Tribal Council Special Session, Administration, 10 a.m.
10 Gaming Authority, New Buffalo, 10 a.m.
14 Tribal Citizen Saturday Meeting, Community
Center, 10 a.m.

The Enrollment Office needs the following individuals to update their
addresses. Please contact the Enrollment Office at (269) 782-1763 or
the Finance Department at (269) 462-4209.

Pokagon Band of Potawatomi
Department of Education

Simon Pokagon
Memorial Research Library
The Pokagon Band Department of Education has an online library through OverDrive.
There are hundreds of titles that are available in ebooks, video, and audiobooks.
Currently, this is available to Pokagon Citizens (must have enrollment number and
birthdate to sign in).
How to use the library:

Go to pokagon.overdrive.com or download the Libby App,
https://www.overdrive.com/apps/libby#GetTheApp

1. Select the Sign In button (top right corner)
2. Enter enrollment number (Type the letters PB then enrollment number.
You may need to add 0s in front of enrollment number to get to 4 digits.)
3. Enter birthdate
We are looking for your suggestions. If you have questions or want to add
a favorite book to the library, please contact Susan Doyle at (269) 782-0887
or Susan.Doyle@PokagonBand-nsn.gov.

gyankobjegémen
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NAME

MONTHLY PER CAP

Scott Brewer

X

Angeline Case

X

Brett Gibson

X

Larry Pierce

X

Forrest Sierminski

X

Bradly Marunycz

X

Kaylie Hoge

X

You can update your address on the PokagonBand-nsn.gov website under Citizens >
Enrollment or phone (269) 782 -1763 for an address form by mail.

Per Capita Important Dates
DEADLINE TO RECEIVE
CHANGES/UPDATES/
ADDITIONS

CHECKS MAILED OUT ON

CHECK DATE
DIRECT DEPOSITS
IN ACCOUNTS

Thursday, April 14

Thursday, April 28

Friday, April 29

Friday, May 13

Friday, May 27

Tuesday, May 31

Wednesday, June 15

Wednesday, June 29

Thursday, June 30

Friday, July 15

Thursday, July 28

Friday, July 29

Monday, August 15

Tuesday, August 30

Wednesday, August 31

Thursday, September 15

Thursday, September 29

Friday, September 30

Friday, October 14

Friday, October 28

Monday, October 31

Monday, November 14

Tuesday, November 22

Wednesday, November 23

Thursday, December 15

Thursday, December 29

Friday, December 30
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Tribal Council Directory
(888) 376-9988 toll free or (269) 782-6323 office
CHAIRWOMAN

MEMBER AT LARGE

MEMBER AT LARGE

Rebecca Richards
(269) 519-0150
Rebecca.Richards@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

Alex Wesaw
(269) 462-1170
Alex.Wesaw@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

Steve Winchester
(269) 591-0119
Steve.Winchester@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

VICE CHAIR

MEMBER AT LARGE

MEMBER AT LARGE

Andrew Bennett
(269) 479-6224
Andrew.Bennett@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

Brandon Rapp
(269) 519-0334
Brandon.Rapp@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

TREASURER

MEMBER AT LARGE

John Morseau
(269) 519-0954
John.Morseau@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

ELDERS REPRESENTATIVE

Anita Morales
(269) 479-6285
Anita.Morales@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

SECRETARY

Barbara Ann Warren
(269) 519-6058
Barbara.Warren@PokagonBand-nsn.gov
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

MEMBER AT LARGE

Sam Morseau
(269) 462-1830
Sam.Morseau@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

Mark Topash
(269) 519-6200
Mark.Topash@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

Mark Parrish
(269) 479-6283
Mark.Parrish@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

Melissa Rodriguez
(269) 462-4203 desk
(269) 591-9521 cell
Melissa.Rodriguez@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

Elders Council Directory
Elders Hall (800) 859-2717 toll free or (269) 782-0765 office
CHAIR

SECRETARY

Judy Winchester
(269) 462-1578
Judy.Winchester@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

Judy Augusta
(269) 783-6304
Judy.Augusta@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

VICE CHAIR

TREASURER

Vacant

Tom Wilson
(269) 462-1004
Tom.Wilson@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

MEMBER AT LARGE

Cathy Ford
(269) 783-9380
Cathy.Ford@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

Directory of Services
ADMINISTRATION

ELDERS PROGRAM

58620 Sink Road
Dowagiac, Michigan 49047
(269) 782-8998 office
(888) 281-1111 toll free

53237 Townhall Road
(269) 782-0765 office
(800) 859-2717 toll free
(269) 782-1696 fax

CENTER OF HISTORY
& CULTURE

ELECTIONS

HOUSING & COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT

57824 East Pokagon Trail
(269) 783-0443 office
(269) 783-0452 fax

58620 Sink Road
(269) 782-8998 office
(800) 517-0777 toll free
(269) 782-4295 fax

HUMAN RESOURCES

SOUTH BEND AREA OFFICE

59291 Indian Lake Road
(269) 462-4325

58620 Sink Road
(269) 782-9475 office
(888) 782-9475 toll free

58620 Sink Road
(269) 782-8998 office
(269) 782-4253 fax

COMMODITIES

ENROLLMENT

(269) 782-3372 office
(888) 281-1111 toll free
(269) 782-7814 fax

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

58620 Sink Road
(269) 782-1763 office
(269) 782-1964 fax

COMMUNICATIONS

ĖTHË BODWÉWADMIMWAT

58620 Sink Road
(269) 782-8998 office
(800) 517-0777 toll free
(269) 782-6882 fax

58620 Sink Road
(269) 782-8998
COMPLIANCE

58620 Sink Road
(269) 782-8998
CHI ISHOBAK

27043 Potawatomi Trail
(269) 783-4157
EDUCATION

58620 Sink Road
(269) 782-0887 office
(888) 330-1234 toll free
(269) 782-0985 fax

58653 Sink Road
(269) 783-3138
FACILITIES

57824 East Pokagon Trail
(269) 783-0443 office
(269) 783-0452 fax
FINANCE

58620 Sink Road
(269) 782-8998 office
(800) 517-0777 toll free
(269) 782-1028 fax

SOCIAL SERVICES

MNO -BMADSEN

415 East Prairie Ronde Street
(269) 783-4111
NATURAL RESOURCES

32142 Edwards Street
(269) 782-9602 office
(269) 782-1817 fax
POKAGON HEALTH SERVICES

58620 Sink Road
(269) 782-4141 office
(888) 440-1234 toll free

3733 Locust Street
South Bend, Indiana 46614
(574) 282-2638 office
(800) 737-9223 toll free
(574) 282-2974 fax
TRIBAL COUNCIL

58620 Sink Road
(269) 782-6323 office
(888) 376-9988 toll free
(269) 782-9625 fax
TRIBAL COURT

58620 Sink Road
(269) 783-0505 office
(269) 783-0519 fax
TRIBAL POLICE

58620 Sink Road
(269) 782-2232 office
(866) 399-0161 toll free
(269) 782-7988 fax
ZAGBËGON

58620 Sink Road
(269) 783-2469 office
(269) 782-8680 fax

B KO N KÉ GI Z ES

Citizen Announcements

BARK SE PARATIN G M O O N

pokégnek bodéwadmik phs wellness center
department of education

RIDE ACROSS THE STATE

Title VI Public Hearing Notice
Come & learn about the Indian Education Formula Grant program.
The goal of the Indian Education Formula Grant Program (Title VI) is to ensure
that programs serving Indian children are of the highest quality and provide not
only basic elementary and secondary educational needs, but also the unique
educational and culturally related academic needs of Indian children.
Native children attending a public school with at least 10 Native
students in the school district (at least 51% must be Pokagon Band
citizens) can be a part of the Title VI grant. This public hearing
will seek input from parents and the community about what
the Pokagon Band Department of Education has planned
for the 2022-2023 Title VI funds.

Tuesday, April 26 at 5:00 p.m.
Contact Susan Doyle at (269) 462-4229
or Susan.Doyle@PokagonBand-nsn.gov
for a Microsoft Teams invite.

Join us for the
second annual
R.A.T.S. Ride!

May 21-22

152 miles of beautiful
Michigan scenery with
scheduled stops for food, rest,
and fellowship. We have a
bike for you if needed. You
are welcome to ride the
entire route or join us for
a few miles!

gyankobjegémen

gyankobjegémen

stay connected

pokagon.com

stay connected

For more information:
Contact Dean.Orvis@PokagonBand-nsn.gov • (269) 462-4290

pokagon.com

pokégnek bodéwadmik center of history & culture

pokégnek bodéwadmik center of history & culture

Teaching Lodge

Rebuild
APRIL 29- MAY 1 • 8 A.M.-5 P.M.

Community members are invited to help
us rebuild our Génwawgëmgok, teaching
lodge. The lodge will be used by community
members, Zagbëgon students, seasonal
programs, and youth programs.
We will be doing tasks like:
• Cutting/collecting tree saplings for lodge
• Digging holes
• Prepping twine
• Collecting and cutting saplings
• Lodge building
• Putting poles into ground
• Securing poles on tops, and sides
• Bending and tying poles
You will need to bring:
• Water
• Work gloves
• Saws
• Scissors
• Appropriate clothing (shoes,
mud boots, clothing that can get
dirty/appropriate for weather and woods)
• Bug spray

Kë Wzetomen
Mizhatthëwen
Lets Make Regalia
April 3 • May 1 • June 5
CENTER OF HISTORY AND CULTURE
59291 Indian Lake Road, Dowagiac
(Join event via Microsoft Teams*)

Join the Center of History and Culture for a series of
regalia-making workshops! We will work on making
our own patterns and sewing various pieces of regalia
alongside experienced regalia makers and sewers.
This class will have an instructor available to help you
if you are not experienced. We have a limited amount
of sewing machines and materials available, so please
feel free to bring your own. This series of workshops
is for tribal citizens and parents of tribal citizens only.
A light lunch will be provided, please feel free to bring
a dish to pass.

A light breakfast and lunch will be provided for you.
Please RSVP by April 28 for free lunch contact:
• Rebecca Williams at (269)462-4296 or
Rebecca.Williams@PokagonBand-nsn.gov
• Elizabeth Rinehart at (269)462-4287 or
Elizabeth.Rinehart@pokagonband-nsn.gov

gyankobjegémen

stay connected

pokagon.com

RSVP with Nicole Holloway at
Nicole.Holloway@PokagonBand-nsn.gov, phone or text (269) 783-3513.
*Supplies will not be provided if joining by Virtual via Microsoft Teams.

Please contact Nicole for supply/material list one week prier to workshop.

gyankobjegémen

stay connected

pokagon.com

