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Honoring Healing and Remembering
By: Arianna Morseau

On June 6, 2022, the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe of Michigan hosted
its 88th anniversary of the closing of the Mt. Pleasant Indian Industrial
Boarding School. The event, Honoring, Healing, and Remembering, is a
day of memorial to recognize the suffering, strength, and resilience of the
children who attended the boarding school from 1893 to 1934. Members
of the Pokagon Band community, including elders, citizens, and the
summer intern class attended the event.
The Anishinabe Ogitchedaw Veterans and Women of Tradition started
the day off at 7 a.m. with a Sunrise Ceremony at Mission Creek Cemetery.
After the ceremony, participants were urged to drive to the Mt. Pleasant
Indian Industrial Boarding School.
On site, plaques of the names of approximately 225 students from the
Ziibiwing Center of Anishinabe Culture & Lifeways exhibit were handed
out in order to honor the students who passed during their time at the
school. Their exhibit features photos, historical documents, and videos
of the boarding school.
Please turn to page 5
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Chairwoman’s Corner
Bozho!
You know it’s officially summer when the
kids return to camp! It’s great to see so many
smiling faces. Migwėtth to our camp staff
and counselors and everyone behind the scenes
who make this camp possible. While camp
is in session, please know that there will be
closures to a portion of the Pokagon Band’s
Rodgers Lake and Gage Street properties to
accommodate camping activities hosted by
the Center of History and Culture. This
closure order was passed by Tribal Council Resolution 22-04-04-06. Dates
for upcoming closures are:
12:01 a.m. on July 13 through 8:00 p.m. on July 15; and
12:01 a.m. on July 19 through 8:00 p.m. on July 22.

Further on in the newsletter, enjoy Dean Orvis’ story about this year’s Ride
Across the State (R.A.T.S.) that happened back in May. This 152-mile journey
was a collaborative effort to bring health and wellness to Tribal communities
throughout Michigan and Indiana. I would like to congratulate the Wellness
Center and all the cyclists on this major accomplishment!
As always, if you have questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to reach out
to me or any of the Tribal Council. Until my next update, take some time to
enjoy the longer summer days.
Migwėtth,
Rebecca Richards
Tribal Chairwoman

For more information on property closures, please visit the Pokagon website
or email Rebecca Williams with questions at Rebecca.Williams@Pokagon
Band-nsn.gov.
Election Update
Our 2022 Election is just around the corner and I hope we have our biggest
turnout ever. Election day is Saturday, July 9 from 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. at the
Community Center. If you can’t make it in person, please keep these important
absentee ballot dates in mind:

• The deadline for the Election Board to receive a request for
an absentee ballot by Hand Delivery is July 8 by 2:00 p.m.
• The deadline for the Election Board to receive absentee ballots
(P.O. Box 700 at the Dowagiac Post Office) is July 8 by 4:30 p.m.
Absentee Ballot Errors Have Been Corrected
The Election Board discovered printing errors in the absentee ballots mailed
by the Election Office on or before June 17, 2022. Immediately, the Election
Board corrected the printing errors and had corrected ballots printed. The
corrected absentee ballots are purple in color. If your absentee ballot is not
purple in color, you received an absentee ballot with printing errors.
Eligible voters who received an absentee ballot with printing errors will receive
a corrected absentee ballot through expedited mail from the United States
Post Office. Please watch your mail for a large, 10 x 13 cardboard envelope
containing your corrected ballot.
The Election Board also agreed to provide postage for expedited return of the
purple ballots (3 to 4-day delivery guarantee).
All other absentee ballots will be mailed directly from the Election Board office
via regular mail. It is important that you know you can vote with confidence
using this ballot.
I am proud of the Election Board's quick action to rectify this unfortunate
situation.
Have you heard about the Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program
(LIHEAP)? If you are having difficulty paying your electric bill and fall under
the income limits, you may qualify for the LIHEAP. Eligible citizens who
qualify for cooling assistance will receive a one-time payment, paid directly to
the electric provider, to the maximum amount they are eligible for. For more
information, please visit the LIHEAP page in the Social Services section of the
Pokagon website. You can also call Social Services with questions at (269) 7824300 or (800) 517-0777.

Veteran Voice
Bozho Jiyak from the Pokegnek
Bodewadmik Ogitchedaw! Summer
is upon us and the Pow Wow trail is
getting crowded. It is great to see the
return of our cultural events and the
pride shown for our heritage. The
Ogitchedaw are honored to protect and preserve our way of life while evoking
the memory of our grandfathers.
We are staying busy fulfilling our
obligations and promoting the Pokagon
Band Ogitchedaw. During the past
month, we have participated in parades,
funeral ceremonies, and the NCAI
mid-year conference. The Veterans golf
outing was very successful and two of
Pokagon Band contingent at the
our members were recognized during
National
Congress of American Indians
the appreciation dinner. The Ogitchedaw
(NCAI)
mid-year conference.
joined several Pokagon citizens and elders
in the Boarding School Memorial service. We also performed our duties
at the Ggaténmamen Gdankobthegnanek and Huron Band Pow Wows.
We are ordering uniforms so please contact the quartermaster, Derek.Brunell
@PokagonBand-nsn.gov, if you need a new uniform or hat. These are for
individuals who have a uniform that is non-serviceable.
The Ogitchedaw are looking for opportunities to be more involved in our
local communities. Please let us know if you have suggestions or would like
to volunteer to help with any of the upcoming events. We are also hoping
to become more involved with helping our youth and elders. Watch for some
exciting opportunities we have planned for this fall.
Lastly, we are still seeking stories for the first edition of our Ogitchedaw Lifebook.
Regardless of your exploits, rank, or length of enlistment, we would like to hear
and share your story. The Lifebook is a way to remember, honor, and encourage.
All stories are welcome.
We look forward to your questions and feedback. As always, please send any
questions or comments to: Veterans.Chairman@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

How Do You Want to See Crystal Springs
Campground Developed?
History: The Pokagon Band
purchased the 32-acre Crystal
Springs Campground and Retreat
Center from United Methodist
Church in July 2021.
The site has a long history and was
dedicated on August 10, 1860, as the
Big Springs Campground. In 1874 was renamed as the Crystal Springs Camp.
The tabernacle and cottage grounds accommodated up to 8,000 people
during the revivals of the 1890s. After 160 years in use, the site was sold
to the Pokagon Band and formally decommissioned as a United Methodist
Camp on September 12, 2021.
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Mno-Bmadsen releases updated 2022
Tribal Owned Business & Vendor Directory
Mno-Bmadsen, the nongaming investment
arm of the Pokagon Band of Potawatomi
Indians, releases a Tribal Owned Business
& Vendor Directory in southwest Michigan
and northwest Indiana. With the support of
Chi Ishobak, a non-profit organization that
offers professional and personal finances services to tribal citizens, the directory
is released to assist the Potawatomi Economic Gathering (PEG) in promoting
both new and experienced Potawatomi and other Native American small-business
owners of southern Michigan and northern Indiana.

Preparation & Planning: The Community Development team is coordinating a
two-pronged approach to the future use of the site: site preparation and planning.

“We created a small business directory to encourage our community to
participate in the ‘Buy Native, Support Local’ campaign,” said Micky Martin,
Tribal Liaison and PEG coordinator at Mno-Bmadsen. “Small businesses play an
important role to any healthy economy. They provide jobs, donate to fundraisers,
contribute to community special events, and keep local communities vibrant.”

Preparation: Site preparation includes the identification and removal of hazards
on the site such as structures unfit for use, hazard trees, and debris that has
accumulated on the site over the years. It also includes the assessment of quality
of the infrastructure on the site to determine the feasibility of restoring structures
on the site such as the tabernacle, the dining hall, and several cottages and
cabins located on the site. Site preparation is anticipated to be completed in
September 2022.

The directory is composed of tribal citizens, spouses, and non-native parents
of tribal citizens. There are 50+ businesses located in southwest Michigan
and northwest Indiana listed in the directory, under categories such as:
accommodations, administrative and support services, artwork, construction
and trade contractors, entertainment and recreation, food and catering, health
and beauty, lawncare and outdoor living spaces, pet care, professional and
business services, real estate and retail.

Planning: Planning for the future use of the site is also underway and has
included presentations by the Community Development team to requesting
committees and departments using an online survey to organize the discussions.

Ways to support small businesses include:

Online Survey Link: https://metroquestsurvey.com/rj8w8u
Citizen Input & Engagement: On Wednesday, July 20, the Community
Development team is hosting two charrettes (a design and planning activity)
at the Pokagon Band Community Center – one in the afternoon and one in
the evening. The Community Development team is seeking citizen’s input on
the development of the site. These charrettes provide an opportunity to make
open ended comments and suggestions on development of the site as well as
utilize the online survey to organize and compile the results of the charrettes.
More information on the charrettes is coming.

• Making purchase when possible
• Writing positive reviews
• Referring family and friends, and
• Engaging with small businesses on social media
The link to the tribal directory can be found on the Mno-Bmadsen website,
or by contacting Micky Martin at micky.martin@mno-bmadsen.com.

Data Collection: The online survey referenced
above will be live and collect data until July 31.
Citizens are encouraged to complete the survey
and share the word about this opportunity to
influence the future development of the site.
Following the completion of the citizen
engagement, the Community Development
team will compile the information received
and present it to leadership for further
direction.
The completion of the site preparation and
the planning activities described above will
set the stage for the future development of the
Crystal Springs Campground consistent with
the needs and desires of the Pokagon Band.
Please direct any questions to Robert
Torzynski, Planning Manager, at Robert.
Torzynski@PokagonBand-nsn.gov.
Crystal Springs Campground in Dowagiac, MI
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Small Businesses Expo
The Potawatomi Economic Gathering (PEG)
is hosting a Small Business Expo on Saturday,
August 6, at the Pokagon Community Center.
This free event is open to the public to encourage
the Pokagon community to support local tribally
owned small businesses. The Expo will feature
20 small businesses, a live DJ, raffles, giveaways, and more!
Pokagon citizen-owned small businesses encompass many areas including the
arts, construction and trade contractors, entertainment venues, health and beauty
services, professional business services, and more. To see a complete list of the
more than 50 businesses owned by tribal citizens, please visit the Tribal Owned
Business Directory located on both the Mno-Bmadsen and PEG websites.
Small businesses play a significant role in any healthy economy. They provide
jobs, donate to fundraisers, contribute to community events, and help keep
local communities vibrant. Tribally owned small businesses are no different.
Here are a few ways to support small businesses.
• Make a purchase when you can
• Refer family and friends
• Like and follow the small business on social media
• Like and share social media posts
• Tag a friend on social media posts
• Leave a comment on social media
• Write a positive online review
There is still space available for small businesses who wish to participate in
the Small Business Expo. For more information and registration, visit the
PEG website at PotawatomiEconomicGathering.com. Questions? Email
Micky Martin at Micky.Martin@mno-bmadsen.com.
THIS IS A FREE EVENT.

Safe, Summer, Social events
It’s air-conditioned, sanitized, and available six days a week. Bring your family
to the Activity Center for a game of basketball or volleyball. Challenge each other
to a round of shuffleboard or just walk laps on the indoor track. There’s a lot to
do and plenty of space for everyone to have a good time.
We would like to start an evening basketball league but need participants. Stop
by to let us know which day and time works best for you. We are willing to have
an adult league and a youth league if there are enough interested players.
There are also several incentives for adults to use the Wellness Center. Here is
a list of the Wellness Center upcoming events and challenges.
Monthly Challenges:
July – earn a t-shirt by completing 1776 push-ups during the month of July.
Stop by to get a tracking sheet, complete the push-ups on your own, and return
the sheet to us by July 31.
July-September – Bike to the Bridge is back! Earn a free hotel in the Mackinaw
City area by biking the distance to the Mackinaw Bridge (340 miles). Miles must
be ridden in the Wellness Center.
Events:
July 9 – Spartan Stadion – a 3-mile obstacle run inside Notre Dame stadium.
July 15 – Steve’s Run – 5K or 10K run through historic Dowagiac, MI.
July 22 – Michigan Indian Family Olympics – compete against other tribal
citizens and families then enjoy an evening at the Soaring Eagle waterpark
and hotel.
July 25-26 – Basketball Camp! We are bringing back professional basketball
players to lead our youth through two days of the mental toughness basketball
camp. Sessions are open to any Pokagon youth entering 4th – 12th grade
and will be 8:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. both days.
August 20 – Minor Mudder – Bring the kiddos out for a fun and muddy
1.25-mile run through mud, obstacles, and a giant 100-foot-long slip-andslide. Course is designed for youth ages 4-14 and is open to all Pokagon
and community youth.
Contact the Wellness Center at (269) 462-4290 or email Dean.Orvis@
PokagonBand-nsn.gov for more information or to sign up for any of these
events. Stop by to begin one of the monthly challenges, to sign up for the
basketball league, or to learn more about our programs and events.

Edawat Village Community Garage Sale
It’s back! Grab your friends and score some deals
at the Edawat Village Community Garage Sale!
Friday, July 8 to Sunday, July 10 • 9 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Any questions, please feel free to contact the Housing
Department at (269) 783-0443.

Matter of Balance
If you’re concerned of falling or feel that your mobility has decreased, you’re
encouraged to join this FREE 8-week online class designed to reduce the fear
of falling and increase your activity level.
Classes are every Thursday beginning Thursday, July 14 from 10 a.m. – 12 p.m.
Register by visiting bit.ly/MOBJuly
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Honoring Healing and Remembering,
continued from page one
A pipe ceremony, grand entry, and flag song were conducted before an
optional guided tour of the Mt. Pleasant Indian Industrial Boarding School.
Throughout the day, participants could bid on a variety of items at the silent
auction, where proceeds would benefit the projects of the school. Theyended
the day with a jingle dress healing dance, round dance, and travelling song.
The nine-hour event raised awareness as to what the children of the boarding
school went through. From child labor, to abuse, to assimilation, children
were forced to forget their language and were unable to practice their
cultural teachings. The goal of the event was to honor the 225 children
who lost their lives to the abuse, heal those
who have been affected by the dark time
in tribal history, and remember all children
who attended the boarding school.

nibnë gizes
Nibnë Gizes Crossword

1
2

3

4

5
6

7
8

AC ROSS
3 A young man
6 Hot dog
8 Frogs
9 Ice cream
11 The lake
13 Let's camp
15 Canoe

9

D OW N
1 A young woman
2 Southern direction
4 Stars
5 At the lake
7 Lightening bugs
8 Bugs
10 Sand
12 Fire
14 Corn

10

11

12

13

14

15

The answers are on page 16
Across

Down

[3] a young man

[1] a young woman

[6] hot dog

[2] southern direction

[8] frogs

[4] stars

[9] ice Cream

[5] at the lake

[11] the lake

[7] lightening bugs
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Steven Rider's Pokagon Journey
This month, we spotlight the career path of Steven
Rider, Pokagon Band Government Manager. Before
joining the Pokagon Band, Steve took a position
as a Manager in Training (MIT) with Four Winds
Casino in July of 2017. Steve came to the casino
from an area of the country more than 2000
miles away – the state of Washington. Steve holds
a degree in Law and Justice and is a graduate of
the Federal Bureau of Investigation’s National Academy for Law Enforcement
Executives. During Steve’s time with the casino, he was able to implement many
new processes and was responsible for ensuring that our employees gained active
shooter training. It is our pleasure to present Steve Rider’s Pokagon Journey.
Prior to joining the Pokagon Band, I had a law enforcement career that spanned
over 26 years on the west coast, just north of Seattle. I retired from Law
enforcement in 2017 at the rank of Commander. My wife, Terri, and I had
every intention of moving to Pittsburgh or West Virginia to be closer to family,
however, our plans took a bit of a turn and we moved to Michigan. We changed
our landing spot because we wanted to get to know the Pokagon Tribe and try
and give back to them somehow for everything they had done for our family.
As a tribal citizen, the band contributed to
the educational opportunities for our children
and assisted Terri and I when we opened a
women’s self-defense and violence awareness
school. In a twist of fate, the week before
retirement, I received a job announcement
from Four Winds. I submitted an application
and very quickly was contacted by the
Tribal Development Program (TDP) and
offered an opportunity to partake in the
MIT program at Four Winds, which I
started in July of 2017.

Just when I thought my path was set, it seems fate again guided my future.
Circling back to 2017, my wife and I decided to move to Michigan to try
and give back to the citizens of the Pokagon Band, which was achieved
through service to the police department and casino, but in October of 2021,
I was provided with another opportunity to continue service in a profound
way. I was offered the Government Manager position for the Pokagon Tribal
Government. In this role I can continue working with my casino and police
colleagues, along with all government departments, to ensure the provision
of outstanding services to all Pokagon Citizens. I am honored to have this
opportunity and thank TDP for starting me down this path.
TDP would like to thank Steve for his constant support of the program
and are so grateful for the opportunity to work with him.

Mno-yathmowas Fun fact
To describe a relative in Potawatomi you
have to describe whose relative the individual
is. For example, nmeshomes my grandfather,
gmeshomes your grandfather, nokmes my
grandmother, and gokmes your grandmother.
When you are speaking to the individual, there are ways to shorten it.
For example, mesho grandpa and noko grandma.

phs + education
NINTH ANNUAL

a Healthy
healthy

The MIT program exposed me to all facets
of the casino world and gave a fantastic
overview of the operation. I also met a lot of great people in all departments,
which would contribute to the success of my career moving forward. Along
with the full casino environment immersion provided by TDP, I was afforded
opportunities to attend a variety of leadership classes and other types of training.
All of this support resulted in a promotion to the position of Security Operations
Manager, where I received a more in-depth understanding of Security operations
and how Security interacts with all other departments. After a short time, I
was recruited to apply for a Detective Lieutenant position at our Tribal Police
Department. This position would provide oversite to the Tribal investigator
position, which is embedded with Security at the casinos in New Buffalo and
South Bend. My knowledge of Security/Casino operations, coupled with my
previous law enforcement experience, proved valuable in the development of
this program. As the Detective Lieutenant, I still interacted with casino staff,
from front-line staff to the COO, which strengthened the relations that were
established early on.
In 2019 I had the opportunity to return to the casino as the Vice President
of Security. I now had an in-depth knowledge of both casino and government
operations and built a solid foundation of contacts and colleagues in both
worlds. This experience and network of professionals was instrumental in
being able to provide guidance and leadership to the Security department
while strengthening interdepartmental relations both internally and externally.
Our TDP program continued to be instrumental in the success of both our
business and individual tribal citizens by assisting in the development and
placement of key personnel in the right positions to ensure our success.

STep with
step

Ducation
e

Saturday, August 20
10 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. at PHS

The Department of Education and Pokagon
Health Services invite you to A Healthy
Step with Education.

PHS Wellness
is hosting a
Minor Mudder
following A
Healthy Step
at 1 p.m.

Boxed
lunches served
11:30 a.m. 12:30 p.m.

This day will be filled with health education,
screenings, PreK–12 program registration, and
activities. This event is for the whole family, birth
to elder. It is open to all tribal citizens, employees,
and their families.

Please come and join in the fun.
Questions? Contact Elizabeth Leffler at (269)
462-4406 or Susan Doyle at (269) 782-0887.

gyankobjegémen

stay connected

pokagon.com
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Ride Across the State
By: Dean Orvis

The Pokagon Band of Potawatomi
Wellness Center organized and completed
our second annual Ride Across the State
(R.A.T.S.) on May 21-22, 2022. This
152-mile journey was a collaborative
effort to bring health and wellness to
the Tribal communities throughout
Michigan and Indiana. This migratory
trail started on the shores of Lake Michigan in Ludington and ended on
the beaches of Lake Huron at the Bay City State Park. This year we had
twenty-one Native American representatives from three different Tribes
participate in the annual ride.
The ride was started when the massive, bellowing tones, of the SS
Badger horn echoed across the Ludington breakwaters. We left the
shoreline in the shadow of the Gaylord tornado. Blustery winds
pushed us past the first two
miles of volunteers planting
petunias and preparing for
the Memorial Day weekend.
The air was a little chilly,
but we were blessed with
clear skies and wonderful
weather throughout both
days. The rain showers
missed us this year and the
wind settled into a cooling
breeze. The excitement and anticipation of
the ride got us through the first thirty miles
with only one flat tire and limited disruptions.
The route took us past some historical buildings,
a field of longhorn cattle, several apple orchards,
and into the town of Baldwin.
We stopped at the trailhead in Baldwin for a
well-deserved lunch before starting on the 89
miles of Rails to Trails. Our support crew did
an amazing job providing snacks, motivation,
and a few Band-Aids. Rachel, Carla, Markus, Brandon, and Ronnie were
a key part of the rider’s success.
Our riders started pouring into Clare a little after 7:00 p.m. on Saturday evening,
after 10+ hour on the trail. Most participants grabbed a quick dinner and
enthusiastically began preparing for day two.
Sunday morning found us eagerly preparing for the final 52 miles of riding.
We left the historic Doherty Hotel at 9:00 a.m. with more great weather and
fantastic views of mid-Michigan. Shortly after leaving the city, our group
witnessed a beautiful bald eagle leave its perch and soar overhead before gliding
into the distance. It was a wonderful way to begin the day and we graciously
recognized the good fortune.
Finishing the Ride Across the State was an amazing accomplishment. The riders
were a conglomeration of ages, abilities, and experience. Our eldest rider, 69-yearold Steve, said this ride showed him that he can do anything if he sets his mind
to it and doesn’t quit. He is appreciative of the Pokagon Wellness Center and
the opportunities to train and compete in the many events offered by the Tribe.
Another rider, John, had a triple-bypass heart surgery at the end of January but
used the ride as extra motivation to recover and get back into his exercise regime.
He loved the challenge and is looking forward to our next adventure.
Several of our other riders also experienced awe-inspiring moments. Ronnie
stated, “I was so impressed and inspired by this event. I think it speaks to that

inner warrior we all have inside. I watched the riders tap into that and use it to
push themselves beyond their perceived limits. Having those kinds of challenges
is good for a person to experience. You learn about yourself and what you are
capable of. I also really enjoyed the feeling of migrating across our ancestral
homelands. A group of Aniishinaabe working together to make sure we had
safe passage and were taken care of.”
The R.A.T.S. ride began as a way to keep people motivated during the winter
months. A challenge to train for until the weather was nice enough to get
outdoors. It worked so well many of the participants don’t want it to end.
A couple riders rode 70 miles the next weekend and several others have begun
using their local trails to continue bicycling and preparing for our next big ride.
We are excited to continue collaborating with our Native American friends and
families as we prepare for future events. There have already been discussions
on organizing a two-day canoe trip through some of our traditional waterways.
We are also planning a ‘Reverse the Trail’ ride to honor and remember those
impacted by the Potawatomi Trail of Death.
If you would like more information on how to prepare, participate, or
volunteer for any of our events, please contact a member of the Pokagon
Band Wellness Center. We would be happy to provide you with a workout
plan, personal training, nutritional information, or general guidance. This
is your year to be great.
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2022 Ggaténmamen Gdankobthegnanêk
Pow Wow in Pictures
They say a picture is worth a thousand words! Enjoy some the fantastic photos
captured at the 2022 Ggaténmamen Gdankobthegnanêk Pow Wow that took
place on Saturday, May 28 and Sunday, May 29 at the Rodgers Lake Campus in
Dowagiac. Congratulations to the Ggaténmamen Gdankobthegnanêk Pow Wow
Committee on a great event! Chi Migwėtth to the pow wow committee, citizens,
team members, vendors and everyone that helped make the pow wow a success!
To see all of the photos, check out the Pow Wow Photo Gallery at
https://lightroom.adobe.com/shares/a20e3a8e82134d42a8d1f3cf0248b9ea
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What’s that Non-Native Species?
Giant Hogweed (Heracleum mantegazzianum)

Giant hogweed (Heracleum mantegazzianum) is a very harmful non-native
plant species that is treated as a federal noxious weed within the United States.
This plant is native to Central Asia, but has been introduced in several countries
as a garden ornamental plant. DO NOT TOUCH this plant. The sap of the
plant reacts in the sunlight and causes blisters that take months to heal and can
cause long lasting scars. Further sun exposure to areas impacted by the sap can
cause additional burns and blisters for several years after.
The native cow parsnip (Heracleum lanatum) is sometimes mistaken for giant
hogweed because this native plant can produce rashes and burns from its sap,
however, not nearly as bad. Giant hogweed grows from 6 to 18 feet tall, whereas
native cow parsnip grows from 3 to 8 feet tall. The leaves on the giant hogweed
are much more serrated, larger in size, and have very deep sinuses, whereas the
cow parsnip has less serration, shallower sinuses, and generally less lobes. The
stem on giant hogweed is green with purple blotches and stiff white hairs while
the cow parsnip stem is most often green and has very fine white hairs. Stay away
from this undesirable plant and report it to the Department of Natural Resources
if you see it on tribal properties, so that it may be removed.
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What’s that Edible Plant?
Common Chicory (Cichorium intybus)
You have probably seen this plant
along the roadside in many areas.
Chicory is quite common. Chicory
can be recognized by its light blue
flowers that have five tiny teeth
at the end of each petal as well
as by the leaves which are mostly
smoothed edged with hairs along the central leaf vein on
the underside. Young chicory leaves and flowers can be
added to salads and included in cooked recipes. Older leaves may be boiled
and have a change of water in order to remove bitterness. The root of the
chicory can be made into a caffeine-free coffee-like beverage by toasting the
roots in the oven for an hour at 350° until the roots are dark brown, brittle,
and fragrant. Grind the roots in a blender of spice grinder and use 1 tsp per
cup of water. Chicory leaves contain vitamins A, B, K, E, and C, as well as
potassium, calcium, phosphorus, copper, zinc, and magnesium. Chicory can
also be used for medicinal purposes with herbal teas being used as detoxifiers
and strong teas being used as a compress for mild inflammation and swelling.
As with any new edible or medicinal, please ensure that you have a positive
identification before use and utilize in small quantities at first to make sure
there are no adverse reactions.
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Draw Something

Kee Boon Mein Kaa 2022 Pow Wow Illustration Competition
If you are a Pokagon Tribal Youth citizen between 5 – 18 years old, the
Kee Boon Mein Kaa 2022 Pow Wow Committee wants your design skills!
Your original artwork should embrace the following elements:

Our Community Gardens Where Everyone is Welcome
Inch by inch and row by row, we’re going to make these gardens grow! The soil
was prepped and seeds were planted at our Community Gardens located between
the Administration Building and PHS, the Community Center, in Hartford, and
in South Bend. Now we just wait on the sun and the rain to cultivate our gardens.
When crops are ready to be picked, our gardener, Jill, will let you know what’s
available. Won’t it be great to be able to pick fresh vegetables for your meals?
Thank you, Jill, for sharing your harvesting skills with us.

The Healthy Lifestyle Campaign is Back

Huckleberries • Children

•

The color orange

The 2022 Kee Boon Mein Kaa Pow Wow is honoring
the communities affected by the residential school era.

100
First Place $
e $50
Second Plac
25
Third Place $

Deadline: Please submit your artwork by
July 15, 2022 at 5 p.m. to KBMK@Pokagon
Band-nsn.gov or by US Mail to:
Kee Boon Mein Kaa 2022
Pow Wow Committee
58620 Sink Road
Dowagiac, MI 49047
Winners will be notified by mail.

Get started and get moving with our first challenge
starting July 1! The “Get Moving” challenge requires
20 minutes of consecutive movement each day.
To join, please visit https://bit.ly/3HJviFJ. Then
watch your text messages or email for more fun
and challenges.

gyankobjegémen
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Four Winds Casinos Partners with United States Veterans Service Dogs
The Pokagon Band of Potawatomi’s
Four Winds® Casinos has partnered
with United States Veterans Service
Dogs (USVSD) in the Puppy With A
Purpose initiative that allows volunteers
to raise a future service dog for a
veteran. USVSD is dedicated to helping
veterans return to a new normal by
training and placing quality service
dogs with veterans to mitigate the
effects of mental and physical
disabilities. During the program,
Four Winds Casinos team members
will serve as volunteer puppy raisers.
Four Winds team members also
participated in a fundraiser to help
raise funds for USVSD. They were able to vote on names for the puppy, by
contributing $1 per vote, with no limitation on their number of votes. The name
that received the most votes is Nëmosh (pronounced nuh-mo-sh), which means
dog in the Pokagon Potawatomi language. In total $2,700 was raised.
“Our mission to provide a new normal to veterans through the use of service
dogs can only be accomplished through our amazing puppy raisers and we are
thrilled that Four Winds Casinos team members have volunteered to be part
of this very important process,” said Cody Bellanger, CEO, Director of Training
and Client Services for USVSD. “During our dog’s puppy phase, we focus
on positive association to new environments, basic obedience, and building
foundational behaviors such as how to behave at home. The puppy will
accompany their raisers regularly outside their homes. We provide resources
to our puppy raisers on training and community of support to help them
along the process. No prior experience is necessary to become a puppy raiser.”

“We are very proud to support United States Veterans Service Dogs and their
important mission to improve the lives of our veterans,” said Frank Freedman,
Chief Operating Officer of Four Winds Casinos. “Our team members who
have volunteered to be puppy raisers are huge animal lovers, with each having
fur-babies of their own. Participation in this program is a testament to the
depth of caring and service-oriented spirit our team members are known for.”
Puppy raisers provide loving homes and teach their puppy good foundational
behaviors. USVSD puppy raisers play such a vital role because they care for the
puppies from around eight weeks old until they are recalled to formal training
between 14 and 18 months old. Puppy raisers are responsible for providing
socialization opportunities to new and diverse environments. They will also
teach basic obedience such as how to walk on a leash, how to interact with
people, sit, down, stay, and public access manners.
After the dog is recalled to formal training, they train with professional service
dog trainers for 3-6 months. Once they complete their training, they will be
matched with their forever person. The puppy raiser will be invited to the
graduation ceremony where they will hand over their puppy’s leash and see
the impact they made on a veteran’s life.

pokégnek bodéwadmik tribal police

Walk with Officer Abby
Enjoy a morning stroll

Alex Wesaw, Member at Large and
Interim Treasurer for the Pokagon
Band Tribal Council, was recognized
by the National Center for American
Indian Enterprise Development in
its 2022 class of Native American
40 Under 40. The 40 Under 40 is
a prestigious award which recognizes
40 emerging Native American Indians
who have demonstrated leadership,
initiative, dedication, and made
significant contributions in business
and/or in their community. Alex
received his award during a reception
at the Reservation Economic Summit
(RES) on Wednesday, May 25 in
Las Vegas. Congratulations, Alex!

through Dowagiac
Pokégnek Édawat with
Tribal Police Officer
Abigail Shanahan.
Meet at the Community
Center every Monday *
at 10 a.m. from May 9
through August 29.

Also meet Officer Abby
at these locations:
South Bend Village
August 5 at 10 a.m.

Hartford Village
August 12 at 10 a.m.
gyankobjegémen
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Walk with Officer Abby
Enjoy a morning stroll through Dowagiac Pokégnek Édawat with Tribal Police
Officer Abigail Shanahan. Meet at the Community Center every Monday at
10 a.m. through August 29. You can also meet Officer Abby at these locations:
South Bend Village August 5 at 10 a.m.
Hartford Village August 12 at 10 a.m.

July Moon Description
We measure months by the full moon. There are
actually 13 full moons in a calendar year, each one
having something of significance during that time.
When we adapt them to the English calendar, we
use 12 moons to fit. Please keep in mind that we
use many calendars and variations.
Nibnë Gizes – Summer/Plentiful Moon
While niben is our word for summer, it literally
breaks down to mean plentiful, because during this
time we have everything we need in an abundance
making all things plentiful. This is why we call July
Nibnë Gizes (Plentiful Moon).
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Understanding Healthy Breakfasts
Eating a healthy breakfast every morning is
possible, even when you’re eating on a budget.
Here are some tips and tasty breakfasts to try.
For a balanced breakfast, try to include foods
from at least three of these food groups:
Grains: Whole grain choices include whole
wheat bread, whole grain cereal, and oatmeal.
Fruits: Choose frozen fruit; canned fruit in water or 100% juice; dried fruit;
or seasonal fresh fruit.
Vegetables: Breakfast is a good time to use up leftover veggies or choose fresh
or frozen types. PROTEIN FOODS: Choices include beans, lean meats,
chicken, fish, tofu, and eggs. Eggs are one of the most budget-friendly and
nutrient-packed protein foods.
Limit foods with saturated fat or trans-fat. These fats can increase the risk
of heart disease. Instead, use small amounts of healthy oils like olive or canola
oil or soft (tub or squeeze) margarine that contain no trans-fats.
Saturated fat is found in bacon, sausages, and other fatty meats; butter; whole
milk; most cheeses; cream and half-and-half; coconut oil; palm oil; and palm
kernel oil.
Trans-fat may be found in stick margarine and other foods with partially
hydrogenated oil as an ingredient.

Limit added sugars. Syrups, fruit drinks, pastries, sugary cereals, and breakfast
bars contain added sugars. To find out if sugar has been added, you can check
the ingredient list to see if sugar is an ingredient. You may also find Added
Sugar listed in the Nutrition Facts under the Total Carbohydrates.
Stretch your dollars with the healthy breakfast ideas that follow:
Fruit Smoothie: Blend bananas, berries, or other fruits with ½ cup nonfat or lowfat yogurt and some milk. Add a tablespoon of peanut or almond butter
for extra protein. Food groups: Fruits, dairy, and protein foods.
Vegetable Omelet: Add leftover cooked veggies, like broccoli, spinach, green
peppers, and mushrooms, to a two-egg omelet. Top with shredded reduced fat
cheese, and add canned beans for extra protein. Food groups: Protein foods, dairy,
and vegetables.
Oatmeal: Buy a large package of rolled oats instead of costly single-serve packages.
Top cooked oatmeal with banana or apple slices, raisins, or dried apricots. Or add
canned fruits packed in water or 100% juice. Mix in peanut butter or sprinkle
with chopped nuts for added protein. Food groups: Whole grains, fruit, and
protein foods.
Cereal and Milk: Choose a whole grain cereal with fat-free or low-fat milk.
Top with fresh, seasonal fruit. Buy whole grain cereals in bulk or as generic
items. Food groups: Whole grains, dairy, and fruits. BREAKFAST WRAP
Scramble an egg and wrap in a warmed whole-grain tortilla along with shredded,
reduced-fat cheese. Add salsa or other veggies as desired. Food groups: Whole
grains, dairy, protein foods, and vegetables.
Yogurt Parfait: Buy cups of fat-free yogurt on sale or purchase it in larger tubs.
Alternate layers of yogurt, granola, and fresh or dried fruit. Low-fat, store-brand
granola tends to be cheaper, or use coupons. Food groups: Dairy, whole grains,
and fruit.

pokégnek bodéwadmik health services

Cottage Cheese Bowl: Buy low-fat cottage cheese in a tub. Top ½ cup with
fresh fruits like melon, pineapple, or grapes. Or add canned fruit (like peaches
or pears) packed in water or natural juices. For added crunch and protein, sprinkle
with your favorite nuts, such as almonds, walnuts, or pecans. Food groups: Dairy,
fruits, and protein foods.
Whole Grain Pancakes Or Muffins With Eggs: Save money by making your
own pancakes or muffins. Choose recipes that use whole grains (like whole wheat
flour), fat-free or low-fat milk, and healthy oils, like canola. Serve with fruit and
balance it out with a hard-cooked or scrambled egg. Food groups: Whole grains,
fruit, and protein foods.

Life
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Breakfast Bar: Purchase whole grain breakfast bars in bulk. Choose bars with
whole grains and dried fruit as ingredients. For a balanced breakfast, also include
plain, low-fat yogurt sweetened with fresh, canned, or frozen fruit. Food groups:
Whole grains, dairy, and fruits.

Give B

2022 Blood Drives

July 21, Sept. 15, & Nov. 17
9:30 a.m.-2:00 p.m. at Pokagon Health Services
in the PHS Multi Purpose room.
Sign up at Versiti.org/MIBlood or contact Elizabeth Leffler at
(269) 462- 4406 or Elizabeth.Leffler@PokagonBand-nsn.gov.
gyankobjegémen
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Ki gkéndan né Did you know?
Did you know that nibnë gizes falls within the wėth
gzhaték southern direction? There are other important
elements of the life cycle that fall within wėth gzhaték.
Such as – life stage: Shkenwé young man and Zésksi
young woman, medicine: gishki cedar. The other
months falling in the wėth gzhaték are mskwëmnëké
gizes June and nmégwzé gizes August.
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Pokagon Band Elders
May 1, 2022 through October 31, 2022

LAWN MOWING REIMBURSEMENT APPLICATION FORM
Name: ________________________ Address: ____________________________________
City: ________________________State& Zip Code: ______________________________
Phone No: ____________________ Tribal ID: _________________

THIRD-PARTY LAWN MOWING SERVICE PROVIDER INFORMATION
Name: _______________________ Address: _____________________________________
City: _________________________ State & Zip Code: _____________________________
Phone No: ____________________ Business Name: ____________________

Pokagon Band Elders anywhere in the U.S may be reimbursed for lawn mowing services provided to their
residence by third-party service providers. The maximum reimbursement an Elder may receive over the entire
season is $200 per household.
You are responsible for finding your own third-party mowing service provider. You will not be reimbursed if
you are the person who mowed your own lawn. Except for those residing at Phase ll (Rent to Own), those
residing at Pokagon Band Housing are ineligible for reimbursement, as the Pokagon Band already provides
lawncare services.
To be eligible for reimbursement, you must complete and return this application along with invoice(s) or
receipt(s) from the third-party service provider. We may contact your service provider for verification.
Incomplete applications, applications without invoice(s)/receipt(s), and applications received after November
15, 2022, will not be processed. Reimbursements will be paid until annual budget funds are exhausted.
Applicant must be age 55+ at the date(s) of service.
The completed application with accompanying invoice(s)/receipt(s) must be returned to:
Elders Council/P.O. Box 180 Dowagiac Michigan 49047
Any questions call Elders Hall, (800)-859-2717 or (269)-782-0765
By my signing below, I certify that all information provided on this application is true/correct.
Signature of Applicant: _________________________________ Date: __________________
Print Name: _________________________________
Created 4/19/2022
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Guidelines for Pokégnêk Yathdanawa Submissions
We'd love to hear from you! Enrolled citizens of
the Pokagon Band are encouraged to submit original
letters, stories, pictures, poetry, and announcements
for publication in Pokégnêk Yathdanawa. Submissions
shall be the views and product of the submitting
member. Submissions written by or to a thirdparty, such as the governor or a congressman,
and copied to Pokégnêk Yathdanawa are not original.
Anonymous or “name withheld” submissions will not be published. Members
shall include their tribal enrollment number, full name, and mailing address
with all newsletter submissions. Tribal enrollment number and mailing
address will be used for verification purposes and will not be published,
unless member specifically requests to have it published.

Not all submissions are guaranteed publication upon submission. Newsletter
staff reserves the right to refuse submissions based on the following criteria;

• False, misleading, or defamatory;
• Discriminatory, sexist, racist, demeaning, insulting, or otherwise
offensive to another;
• Threatening, harassing, intimidating, or otherwise may tend
to produce fear;
• Profane, obscene, pornographic, indecent, or patently offensive
to the average user;
• Disruptive to the office, undermining of the Band’s or a supervisor’s
authority, or impairing of working relationships; and
• Absolutely no political campaigning is allowed.
Please email submissions to Pokagon.Newsletter@PokagonBand-nsn.gov.

Newsletter staff will contact members should any reason arise that may delay
or prevent posting of newsletter submissions. To ensure timely communication
with members regarding their newsletter submissions, members may choose
to provide additional contact information such as a phone number or e-mail
address. Phone numbers, e-mail addresses, and other provided contact
information will not be published, unless member specifically requests to
have it published.

center of history & culture

Traditional medicine
services Available

Solution

Nibnë Gizes Crossword Solution
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Traditional medicine services are now being
overseen by the Center of History & Culture. If you are
interested in seeing Keith Smith for traditional medicine
services, he is available one Friday and Saturday,
per month to see tribal Citizens by appointment
only. Appointments are taking place in the
Government Annex, 58653 Sink Road, Dowagiac, MI.
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When Keith is here,
Sweat Lodges are
available for men and
women on Friday
evenings at 5:30 p.m.
on Rodgers Lake
Campground.

July 14, 15, & 16
August 12 & 13
September 8, 9, & 10
October 14 & 15
November 11 & 12
December 9 & 10
All tribal citizens are welcome to schedule an
appointment, whether it’s your first time or you
are returning for a follow up. Please contact Nicole
Holloway at the Center of History & Culture at (269)
783-3513 (desk), (269) 783-6131 (cell), or Nicole.
Holloway@PokagonBand-nsn.gov, to schedule an
appointment or to inquire about the services provided.

N
**We honor patient confidentiality
**Due to COVID-19 and for the health and safety of our Citizens and staff, a health questionnaire
and body temperature of less than 100°F will be required before each scheduled appointment.

Ê
K

Across

Down

[3] a young man

[1] a young woman

[6] hot dog

[2] southern direction

[8] frogs

[4] stars

[9] ice Cream

[5] at the lake

[11] the lake

[7] lightening bugs

[13] let's camp

[8] bugs

gyankobjegémen
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Salad

Fruit

29
Chicken Fajitas
Spanish Rice
Salad

28
Tortilla Crusted Tilapia
Rice Pilaf
Salad

27
Beef and Noodles
Mixed Vegetables

26

Salad
Pears

Chili
Cornbread
Salad
Fruit

Mixed Vegetables

Salad

Fruit

Baked Chips

Veggie Tray

Fruit

Pasta Salad

Baked Beans

E l d ers l unc h men u

Stuffed Peppers

25

Salad

Fruit

Fruit

Breadstick

Hamburgers & Hot Dogs

Rice Pilaf

Turkey Wrap

Ham Sandwich

Chicken Cavatappi

Italian Rustic Cod

22

Dessert & Snacks

Fruit & Veggie Tray

Baked Beans

Potato Salad

Ribs & Chicken

15 ELDERS PICNIC

Broccoli Cheddar Soup

21

Salad

Green Beans

Mashed Potatoes

Salisbury Steak

14

19

20

Green Beans

Quinoa

Smokey Applewood Salmon

13

18

Fruit

Green Beans

Tuna Sandwich

12

Salad

Salad

Fruit

Applesauce

Baked Tater Tots

Mashed Potatoes

BBQ Chicken Sandwich

8

Cottage Cheese

Veggie Tray

Chicken Patty Sandwich

Mixed Vegetables

Artisan Mac N’ Cheese

Closed in Observance
of Independence Day

Pizza Day

7 BUSINESS MEETING

The Business Meeting
and Elders Picnic will be
held at the Community
Center. Please do not
arrive before 10 a.m.

Please call the day before
if you are not a regular
attendee for meals
(269) 782-0765 meals
subject to change. Meal
service begins at 12:00 p.m.

1

FRIDAY

Swedish Meatballs

6

THURSDAY

WEDNESDAY

Fish Sandwich

5

july

TUESDAY

Chicken Noodle Soup

11

4

MONDAY

JULY 2022
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Tribal Council July Calendar of Events

Stay connected. Check PokagonBand-nsn.gov for the latest information.
Join all meetings virtually via Microsoft Teams.
4 Pokagon Government Offices Closed in Independence Day
5 Tribal Council is on Hiatus
9 Tribal Election Day
11 Tribal Council Special Session, Administration, 10 a.m.
12 Gaming Authority, New Buffalo, 10 a.m.
18 Tribal Council Special Session, Administration, 10 a.m.
19 Gaming Authority, New Buffalo, 10 a.m.
25 Tribal Council Special Session, Administration, 10 a.m.
26 Gaming Authority, New Buffalo, 10 a.m.

Tribal Council August Calendar of Events

Stay connected. Check PokagonBand-nsn.gov for the latest information.
Join all meetings virtually via Microsoft Teams.
1 Tribal Council Special Session, Administration, 10 a.m.
2 Gaming Authority, New Buffalo, 10 a.m.
8 Tribal Council Special Session, Administration, 10 a.m.
9 Gaming Authority, New Buffalo, 10 a.m.
13 Tribal Citizen Saturday Meeting, Community
Center, 10 a.m.
15 Tribal Council Special Session, Administration, 10 a.m
16 Gaming Authority, New Buffalo, 10 a.m.

Elders Council July Calendar of Events
Stay connected. Check PokagonBand-nsn.gov for the latest information.

7

Business Meeting, Administration,
Call (586) 250-2691, ID TBA#, 10 a.m.
13 Meeting, Administration, Call (586) 250-2691,
ID TBA#, 10 a.m.
27 Meeting, Administration, Call (586) 250-2691,
ID TBA#, 10 a.m.

Per Capita News
The Enrollment Office needs the following individuals to update their
addresses. Please contact the Enrollment Office at (269) 782-1763 or
the Finance Department at (269) 462-4209.
NAME

MONTHLY PER CAP

Scott Brewer

X

Bradly Marunycz

X

Kaylie Hoge

X

You can update your address on the PokagonBand-nsn.gov website under
Citizens > Enrollment or phone (269) 782 -1763 for an address form by mail.

Per Capita Important Dates
DEADLINE TO RECEIVE
CHANGES/UPDATES/
ADDITIONS

CHECKS MAILED OUT ON

CHECK DATE
DIRECT DEPOSITS
IN ACCOUNTS

Friday, July 15

Thursday, July 28

Friday, July 29

Monday, August 15

Tuesday, August 30

Wednesday, August 31

Thursday, September 15

Thursday, September 29

Friday, September 30

Friday, October 14

Friday, October 28

Monday, October 31

Monday, November 14

Tuesday, November 22

Wednesday, November 23

Thursday, December 15

Thursday, December 29

Friday, December 30

Elders Stipend
Soon to be 55 years old? Please submit an Elders Stipend Registration
form for benefits to Elders Hall. The form is available on the Pokagon
Band website, search “Elders Services” on www.PokagonBand-nsn.gov.
Submit the completed documents by mail, fax, or email.

Open Positions Available
The following open positions are still available and listed in alphabetical order.
Please refer to the Pokagon website or the Legislative Edition to read the position
descriptions, qualifications, and details on how to apply.
• Pokagon Band Land Use Board

• Health Care Advisory Board

• Election Board

• Mno-Bmadsen Board Director

• Ethics Board

• Pokagon Rights Board

• Family Welfare

• Traditions & Repatriation
Committee

• Food Sovereignty Committee
• Ggaténmamen Gdankobthegnanêk
Pow Wow Committee

Mail: Pokagon Band of Potawatomi
Attn: Elders Hall
P.O. Box 180, Dowagiac, MI 49047
Fax: (269) 782-1696
Email: Social.Services@PokagonBand-nsn.gov
The Elder Specialist at Elders Hall can answer questions, call (269) 782-0765
or (800) 859 2717.
The Social Services Department needs the following individuals to update
their address and phone number for Elders Stipend. Please contact the
Enrollment Office at (269) 782-1763.

• Tribal Art Committee
• WASEYA Committee

NAME

ADDRESS

PHONE NUMBER

Ronald Heffington

X

X
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Tribal Council Directory
(888) 376-9988 toll free or (269) 782-6323 office
CHAIRWOMAN

MEMBER AT LARGE

MEMBER AT LARGE

Rebecca Richards
(269) 519-0150
Rebecca.Richards@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

Brandon Rapp
(269) 519-0334
Brandon.Rapp@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

Mark Topash
(269) 519-6200
Mark.Topash@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

VICE CHAIR

MEMBER AT LARGE

ELDERS REPRESENTATIVE

Andrew Bennett
(269) 479-6224
Andrew.Bennett@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

Anita Morales
(269) 479-6285
Anita.Morales@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

Barbara Ann Warren
(269) 519-6058
Barbara.Warren@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

INTERIM TREASURER

MEMBER AT LARGE

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

Mark Parrish
(269) 479-6283
Mark.Parrish@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

Melissa Rodriguez
(269) 462-4203 desk
(269) 591-9521 cell
Melissa.Rodriguez@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

Alex Wesaw
(269) 462-1170
Alex.Wesaw@PokagonBand-nsn.gov
SECRETARY

MEMBER AT LARGE

Sam Morseau
(269) 462-1830
Sam.Morseau@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

Steve Winchester
(269) 591-0119
Steve.Winchester@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

Elders Council Directory
Elders Hall (800) 859-2717 toll free or (269) 782-0765 office
CHAIR

SECRETARY

MEMBER AT LARGE

Judy Winchester
(269) 462-1578
Judy.Winchester@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

Judy Augusta
(269) 783-6304
Judy.Augusta@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

Cathy Ford
(269) 783-9380
Cathy.Ford@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

VICE CHAIR

TREASURER

Trish Williams
(574) 208-8735
Trish.Williams@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

Tom Wilson
(269) 462-1004
Tom.Wilson@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

Directory of Services
ADMINISTRATION

ELDERS PROGRAM

58620 Sink Road
Dowagiac, Michigan 49047
(269) 782-8998 office
(888) 281-1111 toll free

53237 Townhall Road
(269) 782-0765 office
(800) 859-2717 toll free
(269) 782-1696 fax

CENTER OF HISTORY
& CULTURE

ELECTIONS

HOUSING & COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT

57824 East Pokagon Trail
(269) 783-0443 office
(269) 783-0452 fax

58620 Sink Road
(269) 782-8998 office
(800) 517-0777 toll free
(269) 782-4295 fax

HUMAN RESOURCES

SOUTH BEND AREA OFFICE

59291 Indian Lake Road
(269) 462-4325

58620 Sink Road
(269) 782-9475 office
(888) 782-9475 toll free

58620 Sink Road
(269) 782-8998 office
(269) 782-4253 fax

COMMODITIES

ENROLLMENT

(269) 782-3372 office
(888) 281-1111 toll free
(269) 782-7814 fax

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

58620 Sink Road
(269) 782-1763 office
(269) 782-1964 fax

COMMUNICATIONS

ĖTHË BODWÉWADMIMWAT

58620 Sink Road
(269) 782-8998 office
(800) 517-0777 toll free
(269) 782-6882 fax

58620 Sink Road
(269) 782-8998
COMPLIANCE

58620 Sink Road
(269) 782-8998
CHI ISHOBAK

27043 Potawatomi Trail
(269) 783-4157
EDUCATION

58620 Sink Road
(269) 782-0887 office
(888) 330-1234 toll free
(269) 782-0985 fax

58653 Sink Road
(269) 783-3138
FACILITIES

57824 East Pokagon Trail
(269) 783-0443 office
(269) 783-0452 fax
FINANCE

58620 Sink Road
(269) 782-8998 office
(800) 517-0777 toll free
(269) 782-1028 fax

SOCIAL SERVICES

MNO -BMADSEN

415 East Prairie Ronde Street
(269) 783-4111
NATURAL RESOURCES

32142 Edwards Street
(269) 782-9602 office
(269) 782-1817 fax
POKAGON HEALTH SERVICES

58620 Sink Road
(269) 782-4141 office
(888) 440-1234 toll free

3733 Locust Street
South Bend, Indiana 46614
(574) 282-2638 office
(800) 737-9223 toll free
(574) 282-2974 fax
TRIBAL COUNCIL

58620 Sink Road
(269) 782-6323 office
(888) 376-9988 toll free
(269) 782-9625 fax
TRIBAL COURT

58620 Sink Road
(269) 783-0505 office
(269) 783-0519 fax
TRIBAL POLICE

58620 Sink Road
(269) 782-2232 office
(866) 399-0161 toll free
(269) 782-7988 fax
ZAGBËGON

58620 Sink Road
(269) 783-2469 office
(269) 782-8680 fax
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Congratulations to our Grandchildren,
Andrew DeRose and Carley Mielke, who recently
graduated college. Andrew earned a Bachelor’s
Degree in Accounting and Carley earned a
Bachelor’s Degree in Business Administration.
We are so very proud of you!
Love Grandma and Grandma Dorr and family

Happy belated 87th birthday to my sister, Estella
Yvonne (O'Keefe) Heffington. My family didn't
know about the party until a week later when we
saw photos on the Internet.

Congratulations to my son Brandon Winchester-Jones!
Brandon graduated during the Pandemic on May 2, 2020 with Bachelor's
Degree in Religious Education and a Minor in Sports Management from
Grace Christian University & Davenport University.
While in college, Brandon, an outstanding Point Guard, was an All
American Player who helped his team win the NCCAA National
Championship game in 2019.
Grace Tigers were also Regional Champions stripped of their opportunity
to capture the National Championship due to the Pandemic in 2020.
Brandon currently resides in Chicago, Ill. Brandon is a lead basketball
coach for a children’s league in the suburbs of Chicago while also
actively training and attending basketball combines to hopefully sign a
professional basketball league contract. Brandon is the son of Michele
Winchester & Thomas Jones and the step-son of McKinley Greer.

Love from my family!
Leona (O'keefe-Pierce) Falk

He is the grandson of Joyce Winchester and Michael & Sally Winchester
We are all so very proud of you!

pokégnek bodéwadmik administration

Love,
Mom

Mno dbeshkan Nanaquiba Malott!!
July 14 gwi dbeshka
Nyéw gwi tsëponges
Gdebango ma!
Happy Birthday Nanaquiba!!
You will have a birthday on July 14
You will be 4 years old
You are so loved

Azhdéyakpigén You Vote!

Love Mommy & Daddy
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your government. your voice. your vote matters.

Election Day is Saturday, July 9
8 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Community Center, 27043 Potawatomi Trail
Can’t make it on election day? Request your Absentee Ballot today!
The deadline for the Election Board to receive a request for an
absentee ballot by US Mail, Fax or email is July 1 by 4:30 p.m.
The deadline for the Election Board to receive a request for an
absentee ballot by Hand Delivery is July 8 by 2:00 p.m.
The deadline for the Election Board to receive absentee ballots
(P.O. Box 700 at the Dowagiac Post Office) is July 8 by 4:30 p.m.
Questions? Email Questions@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

gyankobjegémen

stay connected

pokagon.com

Happy 77th Birthday to Leona
(O'Keefe-Pierce) Falk on June 19!
Love,
Your Family

