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Thoughts About Sovereignty from Our Own
The following submissions came directly from our citizens.
We thank them for sharing with all of us what sovereignty
means to them, and to the generations that follow.
What does Sovereignty Day mean to you? Sovereignty Day means so much
to me - the actual day is my first memory and something I will never forget.
I remember my Mom Judy Winchester carrying me into the White House and
then into the Oval Office to watch President Clinton
reaffirm our rights as a Sovereign Government. I
remember after the signing we went outside and everyone
was hugging and crying happy tears. It was a celebration
of generational hard work being complete yet just the
beginning of something so much greater for our citizens.

Dowagiac, Michigan 49047
Box 180 • 32487 Moewe
Pokégnek Bodéwadmik • Pokagon Band of Potawatomi

Jenna Huffman

What does Sovereignty Day mean for future
generations of the Pokagon Band of Potawatomi
Indians? It means a higher quality of life and selfgovernment. Access to language classes, cultural
enrichment, medical treatment, education, and so
much more.
– Jenna Huffman

What does Sovereignty Day mean to you? Although we (Pokagon Potawatomi
{Bodewadmi} Indian Tribe), have not been given the freedom associated with
the many Treaties entered into by the United States Government, we have a
limited “Sovereign” Nation status which we have
enjoyed since the federal government passed the
September 21, 1994 that federally-recognized
status of the Pokagon Band of Potawatomi was
reaffirmed by an act of Congress.
We are a tribe of people agreed to citizenship
as a result of proven descendency. We are fully
assimilated into the European culture and have
married into the majority culture and practice
Roger (Kchinodin mine
Kookoosh) Williams
many of its religions and ceremonies and as
a result many of our citizens are very light skinned with only a sliver of
percentage of Anishnabek to identify ourselves. Many historic incidences
of trauma, genocide and outright racism (even among ourselves) has resulted
in the loss of and going to sleep of our ancient ceremonies.
Please turn to page 17
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Chairwoman’s Corner
Bozho, Citizens!
It was wonderful seeing many of you at
the ribbon cutting ceremony at Four Winds
South Bend on Thursday, August 18 to
mark the opening of the expanded gaming
floor at Four Winds South Bend! You were
in great company with members of the
Pokagon Band Tribal Council and Elders
Council, representatives from the City of
South Bend, Chairman Sequoyah Simermeyer
from the National Indiana Gaming
Commission, and members of the media.

Mark Your Calendars! September is full of great events!
Women’s Water Walk will take place at 7 a.m. on Friday, September 2 at
the Gage Street property located at 26464 Gage Street in Dowagiac. There
will be a ceremony, followed by a walk that ends at Rodger’s Lake. Please
contact Andy Jackson with questions at (269) 259-0807 or Andrea.Jackson@
PokagonBand-nsn.gov.
The Kee Boon Mein Kaa Pow Wow will take place Labor Day weekend,
September 3 and 4 at the Rodger’s Lake Campus. The grounds open at 10 a.m.
Eastern. Admission and parking are free. The Grand Entry will take place on
Saturday at 1 p.m. and 7 p.m. Eastern. There will also be a Grand Entry at
1 p.m. Eastern on Sunday. Food, arts, crafts, and campsites will be available.
Zagbëgon will welcome students back on Tuesday, September 6! Registration
is open so please visit the Zagbëgon page on the Pokagon website for details.
As we embark on Sovereignty Day, please enjoy the enclosed poster as a
reminder of our mission and vision, and how we as Pokagon citizens choose
to live by the Seven Grandfather Teachings.
Migwėtth,

Pokagon Citizens, Pokagon Band Tribal Council, Elders Council,
and Sequoyah Simermeyer, Chairman of the National Indian
Gaming Commission Congressmen cut the ribbon.

It’s hard to believe we opened our first Four Winds Casino location 15 years
ago in New Buffalo, Michigan on August 2, 2007. I couldn’t be prouder of
the success of our four casino locations, which is a credit to our hardworking
casino operations team and all of our Four Winds team members.
Hopefully you had a chance to take in the Four Winds Invitational that
ended in dramatic fashion on Sunday, August 14 at South Bend Country
Club with a one-hole playoff where three players were tied at -7 under par!
In the end 24-year-old Yan Liu of Jiangxi, China defeated Gabby Lemieux
and Kiira Riihijarvi.

Rebecca Richards
Tribal Chairwoman

Pokagon Band Of Potawatomi
Elect New Tribal Council Members
The Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians swore in its new Tribal Council
Members during a ceremony on Saturday, August 13. Gary Morseau Sr. was
elected as Vice Chair, Alex Wesaw was elected Treasurer, and Rhonda Keene
and Mark Parrish were elected to Member At Large positions.
“I’m looking forward to a productive year with those new to Council and those
continuing to fulfill their terms,” commented Chairwoman Rebecca Richards.
“I would personally like to thank our outgoing Vice Chair, Andrew Bennett,
and outgoing Member At Large, Anita Morales for their service to our Tribal
Council and our Nation.”

With the win, Liu earned $30,000. In addition, Ssu-Chia Cheng was
the 2022 Potawatomi Cup title winner! Her top finishes at the Island Resort
Championship and the Four Winds Invitational put her 7.5 points ahead
of Xiaowen Yin to win the title and $8,000 bonus.

Our Government is Growing!
I’m excited to announce that Pokagon Citizen and former Tribal Council
Member Michaelina “Micky” Martin has joined our Tribal Government
as Chief of Staff! As Chief of Staff, Micky will support the Tribal Council
in many ways including helping to manage our relationships with Tribal,
State, Federal and Local Government agencies, as well as Tribal Sponsored
Committees and Boards, and Tribal business entities. We’ll look forward
to introducing Micky at upcoming meetings, events and activities. Please
join me in welcoming Micky!

Other members of the 11-member Tribal Council continuing in their terms
include Chairwoman Rebecca Richards; Secretary, Sam Morseau; Member At
Large, Mark Topash; Member At Large, Brandon Rapp; Member At Large,
Steve Winchester; and Elders Representative, Barbara Ann Warren.

Photo caption from left to right: Mark Parrish, Member At Large; Rhonda Keene,
Member At Large; Alex Wesaw, Treasurer; Gary Morseau Sr., Vice Chair.
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The Pokagon Band and its Four Winds Casinos Hosted a Ribbon Cutting
Ceremony to Celebrate the Expanded Gaming Floor at Four Winds South Bend
The Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians and
its Four Winds Casinos hosted a ribbon cutting
ceremony on Thursday, August 18 to mark the
opening of the expanded gaming floor at Four
Winds South Bend. Many notable guests were
in attendance including members of the Pokagon
Band Tribal Council and Elders Council, Pokagon
Citizens, representatives from the City of South
Bend, Chairman Sequoyah Simermeyer from
the National Indiana Gaming Commission,
and members of the media. Additionally, Indiana
Sentors Ryan Mishler (District 9) and David
Niezgodski (District 10), along with Jake Teshka
from the Indiana House of Representatives
(District 7), were in attendance to show their
support. Senator Mishler previously led the effort
to help the Pokagon Band secure its Class III
Gaming Compact with the state of Indiana,
along with support from Senator Niezgodski
and Representative Teshka.

Members of the Pokagon Band Tribal Council, Elders Council, Four Winds Executive Team,
and Indiana Senators and Congressmen cut the ribbon.

The expanded gaming floor at Four Winds South
Bend, which is part of a large-scale expansion at
the property, now spans more than 98,000 square
feet and includes 1,900 slot machines, 27 table
games, a new high limit area, an additional cage
and cashier area.
A total of 850 new slot machines have been
added including popular titles such as Dragon
Link, Cash Express, Big Fish, Buffalo Link,
Wheel of Fortune, Jeopardy, The Price is Right,
Jumanji, Conan, and Cashman Bingo.

Chairwoman Richards provides remarks on the opening of the expanded gaming floor at Four Winds South Bend.

Eleven new table games include 21 + 3 w/ Top 3, Lucky Lucky, Blackjack,
Roulette, High Card Flush, and Heads Up Holdem’. Table Games will remain
open from 10 a.m. until 3 a.m., seven days a week. A dedicated Video Poker
section has also been created with an additional 56 games. Four Winds South
Bend’s new High Limit Room features an additional 46 slot machines with
denominations ranging from $0.05 to $100.00.

Commenting on the newly expanded gaming floor, Rebecca Richards, Tribal
Chairwoman of the Pokagon Band of Potawatomi said, “It’s hard to believe
we opened our first Four Winds Casino location 15 years ago in New Buffalo,
Mich. on August 2, 2007. We couldn’t be prouder of the success of our four
casino locations, which is a credit to our hardworking casino operations team
and all of our Four Winds team members. We’d also like to thank our project
manager, general contractors, construction workers, and vendors in helping us
reach this important milestone.”

Caterers Wanted
With COVID restrictions
loosening as more of the
population is vaccinated,
special events are becoming
more popular. With special
events comes the need
for food! Pokagon Band’s
purchasing department is
looking to expand its list
of preferred caterers. If
you’re a citizen with a
catering business and want
to be considered for future events, please contact Jessica Shagen, Purchasing
and Inventory Manager at Jessica.Shagen@PokagonBand-nsn.gov. She will share
the requirements with you.

Ki gkéndan né Did you know?
wzawbëgya gizes (leaves turning yellow moon)
Ki gkéndan né? Did you know that Mkëdėkéwen
(fasting) is a right of passage for boys who are making
their transition into Shkenwé (young man)? It is during this time that boys
will participate in Mkëdėkéwen to sit with The Spirit(s) and focus on their
prayer for family, clan and community. Also, during this time, a shkenwé
will reflect on what it means to contribute to their present life, the importance
of maintaining the lifeways provided by the past and the great responsibility
and privilege to create new life for the future.
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Elders Save the Dates!

A Note from Your Elders Chair

The Elders Council will be holding an information meeting in September
during an evening, Saturday, or Sunday afternoon. We’d like to give the Elders
who still work that are unable to attend meetings and activities during the work
week an opportunity to attend. This will be for all Elders to attend. This will
be the first time and we are open to your thoughts and suggestions. A date and
time will be posted as soon as confirmed. If you have any questions please call
Judy Winchester, Elders Council Chair at (269) 462-1578.

Elders, as school has started, fall season brings cool weather and COVID
is still around. Please remember to be safe, wash your hands, use hand
sanitizer, and wear a mask when you feel necessary.

• Halloween Party date to be announced
• November 17, Elders luncheon at New Buffalo
• December 15, Elders Christmas Party at New Buffalo
There will be more to come regarding these events! Put the dates
in your calendar and join us!

I look forward to seeing you at the meetings and events. The meetings
continue to be offered on TEAMS. You can join the TEAMS link, or you
can call and participate via phone.
Migwėtth,
Judy Winchester
Elders Council Chair

Pokagon Elders Plan for the 2022 MIEA Conference
The Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians is hosting the 2022 Michigan Indian
Elders Association Fall Conference. This year’s conference runs from Sunday,
October 16 through Wednesday, October 19 and is taking place at Four Winds
Casino & Resort in New Buffalo.
Native vendors, 55+, are encouraged to complete a Vendor Application early
as there is space for only 12 vendors.

The sign-up sheet for the October MIEA Conference will be available at
the Elders Business Meeting, September 1, 2022 at noon. Elders can only
sign themselves up.
For more information on this year’s conference or to request a Vendor
Application, contact Beth Warner, Elders Specialist, at (800) 859-2717 or
(269) 782-0765. You may email her at Beth.Warner@PokagonBand-nsn.gov.

pokégnek bodéwadmik social services
center of history & culture

BR A ID I NG SW EETG RASS
V I RT UA L B O O K D ISCUSSION

Traditional medicine
services Available

TH URSDAY, OCTOB E R 1 3
6 P.M. VIA MICROSOF T TE AM S

Traditional medicine services are now being
overseen by the Center of History & Culture. If you are
interested in seeing Keith Smith for traditional medicine
services, he is available one Friday and Saturday,
per month to see tribal Citizens by appointment
only. Appointments are taking place in the
Government Annex, 58653 Sink Road, Dowagiac, MI.

A Microsoft Teams link will be emailed
to participants by Tuesday, October 11
Join the Department of Social Services for a
discussion of Robin Wall Kimmerer’s Braiding
Sweetgrass. We will discuss the importance
of traditional plant knowledge.
This event is open to Pokagon Citizens and
their families.

When Keith is here,
Sweat Lodges are
available for men and
women on Friday
evenings at 5:30 p.m.
on Rodgers Lake
Campground.

Books will be provided on a first come, first
served basis. Please request your book(s)
no later than Friday, September 9.
You may still register after the Friday,
September 9; however, we will not be able
to provide a free copy of the book. You
can check with your local library to see if
they have a copy.
If you have any questions, contact Marie Willis
at Marie.Willis@PokagonBand-nsn.gov.

gyankobjegémen

stay connected

pokagon.com

September 8, 9, & 10
October 14 & 15
November 11 & 12
December 9 & 10
All tribal citizens are welcome to schedule an
appointment, whether it’s your first time or you
are returning for a follow up. Please contact Nicole
Holloway at the Center of History & Culture at (269)
783-3513 (desk), (269) 783-6131 (cell), or Nicole.
Holloway@PokagonBand-nsn.gov, to schedule an
appointment or to inquire about the services provided.

**We honor patient confidentiality
**Due to COVID-19 and for the health and safety of our Citizens and staff, a health questionnaire
and body temperature of less than 100°F will be required before each scheduled appointment.

gyankobjegémen

stay connected

pokagon.com
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ND42 Camp for the Win!

2022 Four Winds Invitational Ends With Playoff

Pokagon youth and their friends were
treated to an exceptional basketball
camp in late July. The ND42 Camp
is founded by Noah Dahlman, who
was born and raised in rural Minnesota
to a family of educators with the rich
tradition of basketball. Noah has
been a professional basketball player
for 11 seasons in Europe. In additional
to numerous high school and Division
I collegiate accolades, he was also
selected as a European team All-star
and led his team to their first ever
European National Championship.

The 2022 Four Winds Invitational ended in dramatic fashion on Sunday, August
14 at South Bend Country Club with a one-hole playoff where three players were
tied at -7 under par! In the end, 24-year-old Yan Liu of Jiangxi, China defeated
Gabby Lemieux and Kiira Riihijarvi.

The mission of ND42 Camps is to give
every child, student-athlete, and adult
an exciting and educational experience
to facilitate their development through
the betterment of their body and mind.
ND42 Camps are committed to developing and supporting each participant's
full potential through competition, group instruction, and individual skill
coaching within a safe, disciplined, and structured environment.

In addition, Ssu-Chia
Cheng was the 2022
Potawatomi Cup title
winner! Her top finishes
at the Island Resort Championship and the Four Winds Invitational put
her 7.5 points ahead of Xiaowen Yin to win the title and $8,000 bonus.

With the win, Liu earned $30,000. So far Liu has earned $59,559 this season and
$68,893 in her Epson Tour career which began in 2020. This was Liu’s first career
victory on the Epson Tour, and she is projected to jump from No. 27 to No. 7 in
the 2022 Race for the Card, where players can gain entry into the LPGA Tour.
Liu’s previous career-best
finish on the Epson tour
was third at the 2022
Garden City Charity
Classic.

Congratulations to all of the players who participated in this year’s
tournament. Also stay tuned for additional details as proceeds from the
tournament will be donated to Beacon Children’s Hospital in South Bend.

“It was great to see how Noah and his staff motivated our youth to reach their
potential. The mental toughness needed to play sports is something we often
overlook.” commented Dean Orvis, Wellness Center Manager. “The kids
learned skills that will last them a lifetime and had fun at the same time. That’s
a good camp!”

If you’d like to learn more about the Epson Tour and look up player profiles
and stats, please visit www.epsontour.com. Also be sure to follow the Four Winds
Invitational on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/FourWindsInvitational.

Wzawbëgya Gizes

Mzhéwé Gizes Crossword

1

2

ACROS S
3 Madmowen Prayer
5 Mkëdėkéwen Fasting
9 Nawkwék Afternoon
10 Mtegwagké Forest

3

4
5

6

7

8

9

D OW N
1 Shkenwé Young man
2 Bmadzëwen Life
4 Skonwgëmëk School
6 Ngëmwen Song
7 Mkedéwa Black
8 Wzawa Yellow

10

The answers are on page 20
Across

Down

[3] prayer

[1] young man

[9] afternoon

[4] school

[5] fasting

[10] forest

[2] life

[6] song
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Indiana Dunes Indigenous Cultural Trail
The Pokagon Band of Potawatomi, the Miami Tribe of Oklahoma, Indiana
Dunes Tourism, and the Indiana Dunes National Park have joined together
to reenvision the land around the Indiana Dunes Visitor Center. The new trail
will provide rich experiences and offer new perspectives of the Indigenous
Peoples who have lived in this region for centuries. Indiana Dunes Indigenous
Cultural Trail programming and interpretive messaging will include themes
such as water, seasons, sustainability, and plants.
More than just a hiking trail, this interactive experience will create a place
for visitors and locals to learn, play, touch, visit, ponder, and become inspired.
The new trail will weave the culture of the Miami and Potawatomi Indigenous
Peoples with the
natural ecology
of the Indiana
Dunes—one
of the most
biodiverse areas
of the country.
The trail also
features graffiti
style murals by
renowned graffiti
artist, ARCY.
Photo courtesy of Dustin Ritchea at Indiana Dunes Tourism

*Please note, this class is independently taught and not part of the Pokagon Band Language Department: Ėthë Bodwéwadmimwat

Photo courtesy of Dustin Ritchea at Indiana Dunes Tourism

Get Ready for Next Month’s Challenge
September’s HLC challenge is Get Hydrated!
The goal is to drink half of your body weight
in ounces of water. For example, if you weigh
200 pounds, your goal is to drink 100 ounces
of water each day. If you are on a water
restriction, please let the HLC Committee
know. Stay hydrated and reach your goal!

Who’s Ready for Some Hoops?
Sign up today for the Kee-Boon-Mein-Kaa 3-on3 Basketball Tournament! Games begin Saturday,
September 3 at 9 a.m. in the Pokagon Band Family
Activity Center.
There are two age brackets (13-16 year old and
17+), so get your teams together.
Registration is limited to first ten teams in each
age group. You must wear athletic apparel and
non-marking shoes. Games are 8-minute halves
with a 3-minute halftime, no gender restrictions. Email Dean Orvis to register
at Dean.Orvis@PokagonBand-nsn.gov.
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PHS Rolls Out Text Messaging Program
If you’re a patient at Pokagon Health Services, be sure to
“Opt-In” to receive text messages. The Pokagon Health Text
Messaging Program is designed to communicate important
health information with you via a text message, including:

• Health Education
• Appointment Reminders
• Appointment Scheduling Information
• Referral Follow-Up Information
• Health Screening Reminders
The Program allows you to receive information from Pokagon Health
Services Clinic, but you cannot make or change any appointments or
pharmacy requests through the Program.
You may opt out of the program at any time by texting STOP or calling
Pokagon Health Services at (269) 462-4300.
Sign up today at https://PokagonBand.formstack.com/forms/phs_text_program

Miles of Smiles from Kë Gbéshmen 2022
Kë Gbéshmen 2022 is one for the books! Staff, counselors,
volunteers, and campers celebrated sunshine and friendships
during the month of July.
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Week 1 | June 21-23
Ages 5-8
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Week 2 | June 28-30
Ages 8-12
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Week 3 | July 13-15
Ages 12-17
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Week 4 | July 19-22
Ages 12-17
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Nëm’e gizhëk SUNDAY

4

Kee-Boon-Mein-Kaa Pow Wow

mz h éwé g izes E L K MO

Ngot gizhëk MONDAY

5

Tribal Government offices closed
in observance of Labor Day

Nizh gizhëk TUESDAY

Aptë gizhëk

6

7

Cardio Drumming

11

12 Yoga

13

14 Cardio Drumming

18

19 Yoga

20

21 Tribal Government

26 Yoga

27

25

in observance of S

28 Cardio Drumming

P L E A S E C H E C K T H E W E B S I T E F O R T H E L AT E S T U P DAT E S O N A N Y C A N C E L L AT I O N S D U E TO I N C L E M E N T W E AT H E R .

O O N SEPTEMBER 2 0 2 2

k WEDNESDAY

Nyéw gizhëk THURSDAY
1

8

g

Traditional Medicine Services
Yoga

15 Blood Drive

Nyano gizhëk FRIDAY

Odankè gizhëk SATURDAY
Kee-Boon-Mein-Kaa Pow Wow
3-on-3 Basketball Tournament

2

Water Walk

3

9

Traditional Medicine Services

10 Tribal Citizen Saturday Meeting

Traditional Medicine Services

16 Youth Council Quill Worshop

17

24

Yoga

t offices closed
Sovereignty Day

22 Yoga

23

g

29 Yoga

30 Youth Council Quill Worshop

V I S I T W W W. P O K AG O N B A N D - N S N . G OV / C A L E N DA R O R C A L L 8 0 0 - 5 1 7 - 0 7 7 7 F O R M O R E D E TA I L S O N T H E S E E V E N T S .
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What’s that Non-Native Species? Spotted Lanternfly (Lycorma delicatula)
The spotted lanternfly (Lycorma delicatula) is an invasive planthopper that
is native to China, India, and Vietnam. This invasive species is considered
an agricultural and forest pest. The spotted lanternfly has a great potential
to negatively affect grapes, hops, apples, stone fruits, and many tree species.
Further, the spotted lanternfly prefers to lay its eggs and feed on the highly
invasive Chinese stink-tree, also known as the tree of heaven, which is rapidly
spreading throughout the United States.
In its native range this lanternfly is kept in check by natural predators or
pathogens. The spotted lanternfly first arrived in the United States in 2014
and has since spread to just over half a dozen states including being identified
in Oakland County in Michigan in August 2022. The spotted lanternfly is
about an inch in length and can lay 30-50 eggs at a time which look like
grey mud when first laid and rows of brown seeds as they mature. All ages of
eggs blend in with the bark of trees. The lanternfly has grey wings with black
spots when at rest and the hind wings are red with black spots. The adult has
a blackened head and legs with a yellow body that has black bands. Young
spotted lanternflies (nymphs) go through multiple stages of moulting before
becoming adults. Nymph instar phases 1-3 are black with white spots, while
instar 4 emerges with red colors as well as being black with white spots.
The treatment for spotted lanternflies is to scrape any known eggs and place
them in alcohol to make sure they are non-viable. Adhesive banding of tree
of heaven will capture the nymphs that are unable to fly, and pesticides can
be utilized if an invasive cluster is large enough. This is a serious invasive pest

that the USDA is
aggressively trying
to depopulate. These
insects can hitch rides
on firewood, vehicles,
or any other outdoor
surface that is moved,
so checking your s
urfaces before leaving
on a trip may help to prevent spreading this insect. If you think you see a spotted
lanternfly, please either collect the insect and bring it in to the Department
of Natural Resources or take pictures and report the insect’s location to the
Department of Natural Resources for further investigation. Help save our trees
and our food sources by identifying and eliminating this pest.

Join the Pokagon Band of Potawatomi
to raise diabetes awareness in our community on

RELAX: Alternatives to Anger
2022 Third Quarter Lunch & Learn Series

friday, november 4
Southwestern Michigan College

58900 Cherry Grove Road, Dailey Road entrance, Dowagiac, MI

DATES:
August: 22, 23, 24, 25
Sept.: 19, 20, 21, 22
October: 17, 18, 19, 20
TIME: Noon-1pm EST
LOCATION: Zoom
COST: Free
REGISTER On-Line:
August: https://
events.anr.msu.edu/
OnlineRELAXAugust22JKT/
September: https://
events.anr.msu.edu/
OnlineRELAXSeptember22J
KT/
October: https://
events.anr.msu.edu/
OnlineRELAXOctober22JKT/

gyankobjegémen

stay connected

pokagon.com

CONTACT PERSON:
Zelda Felix-Mottley
mottley@msu.edu
269-421-1861

RELAX: Alternatives to Anger helps adults, seniors
and caregivers understand and manage anger and
stress, and develop the communication and problem
solving skills needed for healthy relationships.
Participants will learn:
•

What anger is

•

What triggers anger

•

Calming down and de-stressing methods

•

Problem solving

•

Effective communication skills

•

Forgiving and letting go of the past

Photo credit (left) ©istock.com/RicardoImagen (top) ©istockphoto.com/fotostorm
MSU is an affirmative-action, equal-opportunity employer, committed to achieving excellence
through a diverse workforce and inclusive culture that encourages all people to reach their full
potential. Michigan State University Extension programs and materials are open to all without
regard to race, color, national origin, gender, gender identity, religion, age, height, weight,
disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, marital status, family status or veteran status.
Persons with disabilities have the right to request and receive reasonable accommodations.
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What’s that Edible Species? Acorns (Quercus spp.)
There are many species of oak trees
that grow in Michigan, with the two
families of oaks being the red oaks
and the white oaks. Those oaks that
are in the red oak family can be
differentiated from the white oak
family because the lobes of the leaves
are pointed instead of round. Both
families of oaks produce acorns,
which are a great wild edible that can be used
as a base for many recipes. Acorns contain
carbohydrates, fats, potassium, protein, iron,
calcium, vitamin B-6, and magnesium.
Oaks do not produce acorns every year and
there may be high mast years and low mast
years. Gathering acorns can take place from
September until early spring. While foraging
you will find that the white oak acorns are harder
to come by, this is because white oak acorns have less tannins and wildlife eat
these acorns first. Red oak acorns have more tannins, which makes for longer
processing time of the acorns.

Mno-yathmowas Fun fact
The 1795 Treaty of Greenville was a direct result of the
Battle of Fallen Timbers. It was the first of 43 treaties
involving the Potawatomi, more than any other tribe
in the United States. In the treaty, of which ten tribes
were involved, nearly two-thirds of present-day Ohio
was ceded along with a portion of present-day Detroit and Chicago. In return,
the tribes received an accumulative value of $20,000 in goods, which equates
to $416,000 in today’s money. The Potawatomi received $1,000 of that.

Pokagon Band Youth Council Presents
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Using acorns typically falls into one of three categories, eating the acorn as a
nut, or creating a flour or oil. Any acorn that is collected needs to be shelled,
acorns that are dried first are easier to remove from the shell. Once the acorns are

shelled, the nut meat needs to be water treated to remove tannins. This can
be done using a cold method (1-2 weeks) or a boiling method (a few hours).
For the boiling method, the water is changed following boiling and turning
color and may need to be boiled and changed up to five times to create a
chestnut-like taste. The acorn nut meats then need to be dried and can be
ground into flour and stored in the refrigerator. Storage in the refrigerator is
necessary because the flour has a higher fat content ranging from 1.1% to
31.3%, dependent upon the acorn species. This flour can be used as a flour
substitute in many recipes that call for flour. As with any new edible or
medicinal, please ensure that you have a positive identification before use and
utilize in small quantities at first to make sure there are no adverse reactions.

Quill Workshops
Learn how to create jewelry and art with porcupine quills

Workshop 1: Dying quills
Sept. 16, 2022 - 5:30 pm to 8:00 pm
Workshop 2: Creating jewelry and art
Sept. 30, 2022 - 5:30 pm to 8:00 pm

Center of History & Culture

Your Flu Vaccine Protects Me
My Flu Vaccine Protects You

59291 Indian Lake Road
Dowagiac, MI 49047

Pokagon Health Services FLU SHOTS | Beginning in October
All Pokagon Band citizens, household members, and employees are eligible. Please bring any
insurance information.
Flu shots are available while supplies last beginning in October by appointment Monday through
Friday 8:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m. and 1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. You can also get your vaccine at your regularly
scheduled appointment. Community Outreach nurses will give flu vaccines at the monthly Elders
Business Meeting at the Community Center in November.
Call (269) 782-4141 to schedule yours today

Learn more at www.cdc.gov/flu
or call 1-800-CDC-INFO

Pokagon youth are invited to join the Pokagon Band Youth Council
for two workshop sessions to learn about the process of creating
jewelry and art with porcupine quills. Dinner will be provided.
To RSVP, please contact Rebecca Williams at:
Rebecca.Williams@pokagonband-nsn.gov or 269-462-4295 and
Adela Galvan at Adela.Galvan-Guerrero@pokagonband-nsn.gov
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Mary Smith's Pokagon Journey
This month, TDP shares the career path of Mary
Smith, Senior Vice President of Hotel Operations
& Project Development. Mary joined the Food &
Beverage department, pre-opening
in 2007 and moved into the Finance
department shortly after. Like so
many of our day one employees,
Mary has worked in various
departments throughout her career with Four Winds. Mary has
been a Property Manager and assisted with the opening of our Dowagiac Property
in 2013. Before joining the casino, Mary worked in the Finance Department
for the Pokagon Band for five years. Mary leads a strong team and continues to
support other employees in their career paths along the way. It is TDP’s pleasure
to present Mary Smith’s Four Winds Journey.
My journey with Four Winds started in May 2007, shortly after I graduated
from Indiana University South Bend with a degree in Business. I have held
various positions throughout my career and have thoroughly enjoyed each
one. I initially started as an Inventory/System Coordinator for Food & Beverage
and then moved into Finance as a Financial Analyst. In 2012, I started working
at the satellite properties, first in Hartford and then assisted with the opening
of our Dowagiac property during the first year of opening. From there my

journey then continued to Director of Hotel Operations in 2013, Vice President
of Hotel in 2014, and now my current position of Senior Vice President of
Hotel and Projects.
After graduating from Indiana University and growing up along the “Native
Trail” (during which time, the Tribe had very limited resources until it’s new
venture of Four Winds), it made sense for me to utilize my education and dive
into the opportunities that the Tribe had laid forth and I have loved every part
of it since being here. I’ve met many great people along the way and have had
the opportunity to learn from some of the best leaders out there.
During the period of working as a Financial Analyst, I made the decision
to reach out to a mentor and started meeting with Dan Weindruch, former
Executive Vice President/CFO for Four Winds, for guidance on how to
approach and accomplish my career goals at Four Winds. After the guidance to
give a 100% participation to the TDP program, I completed all available courses
and actively participated in mentorships and continued to professionally grow.
I have also learned a lot (and am very appreciative) of the many team members
that I’ve had the pleasure of working with over the years under Hotel, Facilities
and Projects. Everyone has been inspiring, a motivation for me, and have all
taught me a lot along the way.

pokégnek bodéwadmik
early childhood education + social services

pokégnek bodéwadmik
The Tribal Art Committee presents

THE INAUGURAL

Harvest Day

GDENWÉMAGNENANÊK MDAGWÉWEN
Saturday, October 1 | 10 a.m.- 1 p.m.
Dowagiac Middle School

All families are welcome to a day
of crafts, activities, raffles and more!
This event is open to the public!

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 22
10 A.M. – 3 P.M.
HOWARD PARK EVENT
CENTER IN SOUTH BEND
• POKAGON ARTISTS
• HANDMADE CREATIONS
• DANCE & DRUM PERFORMANCE
• BASKET MAKING DEMONSTRATION
• INDIGENOUS FOOD FOR PURCHASE
This is an indoor event, open to the public,
no admission fee, street parking is available.
For more information,
email Angela.Rice@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

We will close out with a Costume Contest!

Wear your best costume for
a chance to win a prize!

For more information,
contact Autumn Carlson at (269) 462-4327
or Casey Kasper-Welles at (269) 462-4324.

gyankobjegémen

gyankobjegémen

pokagon.com

pokagon.com

stay connected

stay connected
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Thoughts About Sovereignty from Our Own, continued from page one
My hope was and is that sovereignty will allow and be advocated for the return
of the ancient practices that identified who we are on this sacred land we live
on and that our people would gravitate over time and, with the freedom given
us, to recapture these necessary ways of appreciating the gifts of the Creator
and expressing that gratitude in the ways we were taught according to “the
original instructions.”
What does Sovereignty Day mean for future generations of the Pokagon
Band of Potawatomi Indians? Celebration Day for September 21, 1994,
the date of reaffirmation by the United States Government as the Pokagon
Band of Potawatomi. Our Pokagon
Nation should continually educate its’
families with a focus on the youth of
the nature of this recognition and what
it means for their ability to survive as
Anishnabek peoples, to include such
things as identity, land, economic
means, survival planning, etc.
– Roger (Kchinodin mine Kookoosh) Williams

What does Sovereignty Day mean for future generations of the Pokagon
Band of Potawatomi Indians? We need the younger generation to have an
understanding of how the path was not always so easy. We did have carry-ins
and passed the hat to keep the utilities paid. We had help.
– Deborah Williams
What does Sovereignty Day mean to you? This should be the day everyone
learns about changing their status to an American State National. This kind
of education is vital for everyone in this country.
What does Sovereignty Day mean for future generations of the Pokagon
Band of Potawatomi Indians?
It's the only way to be truly free
and to keep government in check.
Being an American State National
is also the only way to outright own
property and pay no taxes! Tribal
members should be taught this
with the true meaning of Citizen!
– Che Davis

What does Sovereignty Day mean to you?
It’s a celebration of my elder's hard work.
A day to look forward and reflect on where
we have come from, the path we have taken.
Deborah Williams

Che Davis

pokégnek bodéwadmik ėthë bodwéwadmimwat

pokégnek bodéwadmik department of health services
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Tomato Corn Soup
Ingredients:
2 Tablespoons vegetable oil
1 celery rib, chopped
1 small onion, chopped
1/4 cup chopped green pepper
2 - 15.5 oz. cans diced tomatoes
1 - 12.5 oz. canned chicken, chopped into ½ inch pieces
2 - 15.5 oz cans whole kernel corn OR cream style corn
¼ to ½ teaspoon salt
Dash of black pepper
1 teaspoon cumin (optional, but gives soup a Southwestern flavor)
1 Tablespoon dried parsley OR 2 Tablespoons fresh parsley, minced
1 green onion, finely chopped (optional, but tasty)
Instructions:
1. Wash your hands before preparing food.
2. Add vegetable oil to a large saucepan or kettle, sauté the celery,
onion and green pepper until tender.
3. Stir in tomatoes, chicken and corn. Bring to a boil. Reduce heat;
cover and simmer for 20 minutes. Add additional water if needed.
4. Add salt, black pepper, cumin and parsley (if using). Bring to a boil.
Reduce heat; simmer, uncovered, for 5 additional minutes. Garnish
with green onion and serve.
Notes and Ideas:

• This soup is good with the chicken or without it.
• Smoked fish is really good added to this soup at the end of cooking
and before serving.
• One 15.5 oz. can of black, light red kidney or pinto beans could be
added to this soup. Drain and rinse before adding.
• Source: LTBB Odawak FDPIR and Community Health programs
Healthy Lunches
The cost of going out for lunch can add up quickly over a month.
Bringing a lunch to work or school can trim your budget and it is
usually healthier. By making your own lunches, you can control portions
and choose healthier ingredients. Plan satisfying lunches that have at least
two of the following food groups:

• Protein Foods Good choices include lean meats, chicken or turkey
without the skin, eggs, beans, fish canned in water, nut butter, and tofu.
Be aware that many deli meats are high in salt.
• Dairy Good choices include fat-free milk, low-fat yogurt, and reducedfat cheeses. To save money, buy large tubs of yogurt and divide into your
own single-serving containers.
• Grains Choose breads, crackers, and pastas with a whole grain (like whole
wheat) listed as the first ingredient. Whole grains like brown rice, cracked
wheat, or quinoa, tossed with vegetables, chopped nuts, and a low-fat
dressing, make tasty salads.

• Fruits Choose in-season fresh fruits, dried fruits, or fruits canned in
water or natural juices.

• Vegetables Choose in-season fresh vegetables. To save money, prep your
own veggies at home instead of buying pre-cut vegetables like carrot sticks.
Here are five lunch ideas to get you started:

• Leftovers Wrap leftovers in a corn or whole wheat tortilla or in a
sandwich wrap. Try fillings like beans and rice, chili, stew, or chicken.
Add some lettuce and reduced-fat cheese, and then pack fresh fruit
or vegetables to balance the meal.
Food groups: Grains, protein foods, dairy, and fruits or vegetables
• Tuna Salad Create a salad with chopped lettuce or spinach, 3 ounces
of canned tuna packed in water, sliced apple, and 1 or 2 tablespoons
of light vinaigrette or mayonnaise. Add some shredded cheese, or pack
some string cheese to round out this lunch.
Food groups: Protein foods, fruit, dairy, and vegetables
• Mediterranean Sandwich Spread 2 tablespoons of hummus in a
whole wheat pita pocket. Add 1 ounce of reduced-fat Swiss cheese,
sliced cucumber, and chopped tomatoes. Toss cucumber and tomato
in 1 teaspoon olive oil and lemon juice for extra flavor. You can also
make your own hummus to save more money.
Food groups: Protein foods, grains, dairy, and vegetables
• Yogurt Parfait Start with plain or flavored low-fat Greek yogurt.
Then pack your favorite toppings in small containers or sealable bags,
such as granola, whole grain cereal, fresh or dried fruit pieces, and nuts.
As another option, try making a parfait with savory add-ins such as
cucumbers, tomatoes, peppers, olives, and avocados.
Food groups: Dairy, grains, protein foods, and fruits or vegetable
• PB&J Spread 2 tablespoons of peanut butter plus 1 or 2 teaspoons
of jam on 100% whole wheat bread for a perfect lunch. Add low-fat
yogurt and fruit as side dishes. Mix up this classic sandwich and
try other nut or seed butters, such as almond, hazelnut, or sunflower
butter. You can also add banana slices, raisins or dried cranberries,
or some chopped nuts or seeds to add flavor and nutrition to your
sandwich.
Food groups: Protein foods, grains, dairy, and fruit
Tips For Packing & Storing a Lunch
Make lunches the night before to save time in the morning.
Keep lunches in a refrigerator or an insulated lunch bag with an ice
pack. Lunches with perishable foods that sit at room temperature for
over 2 hours may not be safe to eat and should be discarded.
Instead of buying a drink in a can or bottle, pack water or another
beverage in an insulated bottle.
Save money by packing foods in reusable containers instead of plastic
bags. Wash thoroughly after each use.
DO YOU WANT TO PROTECT MICHIGAN’S WATERS
AND NATURAL RESOURCES?

REGISTER TO VOTE!
IN PERSON AT YOUR LOCAL or COUNTY CLERK’S OFFICE
Find it at: mvic.sos.state.mi.us/Voter/Index/#your clerk

ONLINE at: mvic.sos.state.mi.us
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Pokagon Band Elders
May 1, 2022 through October 31, 2022

LAWN MOWING REIMBURSEMENT APPLICATION FORM
Name: ________________________ Address: ____________________________________
City: ________________________State& Zip Code: ______________________________
Phone No: ____________________ Tribal ID: _________________

THIRD-PARTY LAWN MOWING SERVICE PROVIDER INFORMATION
Name: _______________________ Address: _____________________________________
City: _________________________ State & Zip Code: _____________________________
Phone No: ____________________ Business Name: ____________________

Pokagon Band Elders anywhere in the U.S may be reimbursed for lawn mowing services provided to their
residence by third-party service providers. The maximum reimbursement an Elder may receive over the entire
season is $200 per household.
You are responsible for finding your own third-party mowing service provider. You will not be reimbursed if
you are the person who mowed your own lawn. Except for those residing at Phase ll (Rent to Own), those
residing at Pokagon Band Housing are ineligible for reimbursement, as the Pokagon Band already provides
lawncare services.
To be eligible for reimbursement, you must complete and return this application along with invoice(s) or
receipt(s) from the third-party service provider. We may contact your service provider for verification.
Incomplete applications, applications without invoice(s)/receipt(s), and applications received after November
15, 2022, will not be processed. Reimbursements will be paid until annual budget funds are exhausted.
Applicant must be age 55+ at the date(s) of service.
The completed application with accompanying invoice(s)/receipt(s) must be returned to:
Elders Council/P.O. Box 180 Dowagiac Michigan 49047
Any questions call Elders Hall, (800)-859-2717 or (269)-782-0765
By my signing below, I certify that all information provided on this application is true/correct.
Signature of Applicant: _________________________________ Date: __________________
Print Name: _________________________________
Created 4/19/2022
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Guidelines for Pokégnêk Yathdanawa Submissions
We'd love to hear from you! Enrolled citizens of
the Pokagon Band are encouraged to submit original
letters, stories, pictures, poetry, and announcements
for publication in Pokégnêk Yathdanawa. Submissions
shall be the views and product of the submitting
member. Submissions written by or to a thirdparty, such as the governor or a congressman,
and copied to Pokégnêk Yathdanawa are not original.
Anonymous or “name withheld” submissions will not be published. Members
shall include their tribal enrollment number, full name, and mailing address
with all newsletter submissions. Tribal enrollment number and mailing
address will be used for verification purposes and will not be published,
unless member specifically requests to have it published.
Newsletter staff will contact members should any reason arise that may delay
or prevent posting of newsletter submissions. To ensure timely communication
with members regarding their newsletter submissions, members may choose
to provide additional contact information such as a phone number or e-mail

Across

Be like Mary, our Director of Human Resources,
and choose to give blood at our next blood drive on
Thursday, September 15! Appointments are available
between 9:30 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. in the PHS MultiPurpose Room. Thank you for being a lifesaver when
donations are at their lowest.

Not all submissions are guaranteed publication upon submission. Newsletter
staff reserves the right to refuse submissions based on the following criteria;

• False, misleading, or defamatory;
• Discriminatory, sexist, racist, demeaning, insulting, or otherwise
offensive to another;
• Threatening, harassing, intimidating, or otherwise may tend
to produce fear;
• Profane, obscene, pornographic, indecent, or patently offensive
to the average user;
• Disruptive to the office, undermining of the Band’s or a supervisor’s
authority, or impairing of working relationships; and
• Absolutely no political campaigning is allowed.
Please email submissions to Pokagon.Newsletter@PokagonBand-nsn.gov.

pokégnek bodéwadmik health services

Sign up at Versiti Blood Center of Michigan - Donor
Portal or contact Elizabeth Leffler at (269) 462-4406
or via email at Elizabeth.Leffler@PokagonBand-nsn.gov.
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at Pokagon Health Services | PHS Multi Purpose room
Sign up at MIBlood.org or contact Elizabeth Leffler at
(269) 462- 4406 or Elizabeth.Leffler@ PokagonBand-nsn.gov.
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address. Phone numbers, e-mail addresses, and other provided contact
information will not be published, unless member specifically requests to
have it published.

Sign Up to Donate Blood

3] prayer

5] fasting
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[2] life

[6] song

[7] black

Fruit Bowl

Fruit

Peaches

Yogurt

Fruit Cocktail

Smokey Applewood Salmon
Carrots
Salad
Fruit

27

Potato Soup

Ham Sandwich

Peaches

Yogurt

Chipotle Lime Tilapia
Green Bean Casserole
Cottage Cheese
Fruit

Egg Salad Sandwich

Fruit Cocktail

Cottage Cheese

Fruit Cocktail

Tator Tots
Salad

Cottage Cheese

Salad

Baked Beans
Tortilla Chips
Fruit Cocktail

Mini Pizza

Sloppy Joes
Spinach Artichoke Dip

Baked Chips

Chicken Patties

30

Breakfast Bar

29

Closed in Observance
of Sovereignty Day

23

28

21

Baked Beans Salad

E l d ers l unc h men u

Bean Soup

26

Cottage Cheese

20

19

Fruit

22

Cottage Cheese

Yogurt

Salad

Baked Chips

Peaches

Mixed Vegetables

Pears

BBQ Pulled Pork

Brussel Sprouts

Taco Bar

16

Fruit

Salad

Mixed Vegetables

Swedish Meatballs

Turkey Sandwich

Stuffed Green Peppers

15 SOCIAL

Salad

Cottage Cheese

Cottage Cheese

14

Green Beans

Salad

Tomato Salad

13

Italian Beef with Au Jus

Turkey Wrap

8
9

Fruit

Garden Salad
Desert

Salad

Garlic Bread

2

FRIDAY

Artisan Mac and Cheese
Green Beans

Goulash

Tortilla Crusted Tilapia

7

The Business Meeting
and Social Luncheon
will be held at the
Community Center.

Please call the day before
if you are not a regular
attendee for meals
(269) 782-0765 meals
subject to change. Meal
service begins at 12:00 p.m.

1 BUSINESS MEETING

THURSDAY

Italian Rustic Cod

Pokagon Government
Offices Closed in
Observance Larbor Day

6

WEDNESDAY

TUESDAY

Broccoli Cheddar Soup

12

5

sept.

MONDAY
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Tribal Council Setpember Calendar of Events
Stay connected. Check PokagonBand-nsn.gov for the latest information.
Join all meetings virtually via Microsoft Teams.
5 Tribal Government Offices Closed
in Observance of Labor Day
6 Gaming Authority, New Buffalo, 10 a.m.
10 Tribal Citizen Saturday Meeting, Community
Center, 10 a.m.
12 Tribal Council Special Session, Administration, 10 a.m.
13 Gaming Authority, New Buffalo, 10 a.m.
19 Tribal Council Special Session, Administration, 10 a.m.
20 Gaming Authority, New Buffalo, 10 a.m.
21 Tribal Government Offices Closed
in Observance of Sovereignty Day
26 Tribal Council Special Session, Administration, 10 a.m.
27 Gaming Authority, New Buffalo, 10 a.m.

Tribal Council October Calendar of Events

Stay connected. Check PokagonBand-nsn.gov for the latest information.
Join all meetings virtually via Microsoft Teams.
3 Tribal Council Special Session, Administration, 10 a.m.
4 Gaming Authority, New Buffalo, 10 a.m.
8 Tribal Citizen Saturday Meeting, Community
Center, 10 a.m.
12 Tribal Government Offices Closed
in Observance of Indigenous People's Day
13 Gaming Authority, New Buffalo, 10 a.m.

Per Capita News
The Enrollment Office needs the following individuals to update their
addresses. Please contact the Enrollment Office at (269) 782-1763 or
the Finance Department at (269) 462-4209.
NAME

MONTHLY PER CAP

Scott Brewer

X

You can update your address on the PokagonBand-nsn.gov website under
Citizens > Enrollment or phone (269) 782 -1763 for an address form by mail.

Per Capita Important Dates
DEADLINE TO RECEIVE
CHANGES/UPDATES/
ADDITIONS

CHECKS MAILED OUT ON

CHECK DATE
DIRECT DEPOSITS
IN ACCOUNTS

Thursday, September 15

Thursday, September 29

Friday, September 30

Friday, October 14

Friday, October 28

Monday, October 31

Monday, November 14

Tuesday, November 22

Wednesday, November 23

Thursday, December 15

Thursday, December 29

Friday, December 30

Elders Council September Calendar of Events

Elders Benefit

Stay connected. Check PokagonBand-nsn.gov for the latest information.

Soon to be 55 years old? Please submit an Elders Benefit Registration
form for benefits to Elders Hall. The form is available on the Pokagon
Band website, search “Elders Services” on www.PokagonBand-nsn.gov.

1

Business Meeting, Administration,
Call # TBA, ID TBA#, 10 a.m.
14 Meeting, Administration,
Call # TBA, ID TBA#, 10 a.m.
28 Meeting, Administration,
Call # TBA, ID TBA#, 10 a.m.

The following open positions are still available. Please refer to the Pokagon
website or the Legislative Edition to read the position descriptions, qualifications,
and details on how to apply.
• Ethics Board
• Curriculum Committee
• Family Welfare
• Food Sovereignty Committee
• Ggaténmamen Gdankobthegnanêk
Pow Wow Committee
• Health Care Advisory Board

Mail: Pokagon Band of Potawatomi
Attn: Elders Hall
P.O. Box 180, Dowagiac, MI 49047
Fax: (269) 782-1696
Email: Social.Services@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

Open Positions Available

• Election Board

Submit the completed documents by mail, fax, or email.

• Pokagon Bode´wadmik
Ogitchedaw Board
• Pokagon Rights Board

The Elder Specialist at Elders Hall can answer questions,
call (269) 782-0765 or (800) 859 2717.
The Social Services Department needs the following individuals to
update their address and phone number for Elders Stipend. Please
contact the Enrollment Office at (269) 782-1763.

NAME

ADDRESS

PHONE NUMBER

• Traditions & Repatriation
Committee

Tammy Marion

X

X

• Tribal Art Committee

Duane Wiessew

X

X

• Pokagon Development Authority

v
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Tribal Council Directory
(888) 376-9988 toll free or (269) 782-6323 office
CHAIRWOMAN

MEMBER AT LARGE

MEMBER AT LARGE

Rebecca Richards
(269) 519-0150
Rebecca.Richards@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

Brandon Rapp
(269) 519-0334
Brandon.Rapp@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

Mark Topash
(269) 519-6200
Mark.Topash@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

VICE CHAIR

MEMBER AT LARGE

MEMBER AT LARGE

Gary Morseau, Sr
(269) 519-6497
Gary.Morseau@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

Anita Morales
(269) 479-6285
Anita.Morales@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

Rhonda Keene
(269) 519-6503
Rhonda.Keene@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

TREASURER

MEMBER AT LARGE

Alex Wesaw
(269) 462-1170
Alex.Wesaw@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

ELDERS REPRESENTATIVE

Mark Parrish
(269) 479-6283
Mark.Parrish@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

SECRETARY

Barbara Ann Warren
(269) 519-6058
Barbara.Warren@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

MEMBER AT LARGE

Sam Morseau
(269) 462-1830
Sam.Morseau@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

Steve Winchester
(269) 591-0119
Steve.Winchester@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

Elders Council Directory
Elders Hall (800) 859-2717 toll free or (269) 782-0765 office
CHAIR

SECRETARY

MEMBER AT LARGE

Judy Winchester
(269) 462-1578
Judy.Winchester@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

Judy Augusta
(269) 783-6304
Judy.Augusta@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

Cathy Ford
(269) 783-9380
Cathy.Ford@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

VICE CHAIR

TREASURER

Patricia Williams
(574) 208-8735
Patricia.Williams@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

Tom Wilson
(269) 462-1004
Tom.Wilson@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

Directory of Services
ADMINISTRATION

ELDERS PROGRAM

58620 Sink Road
Dowagiac, Michigan 49047
(269) 782-8998 office
(888) 281-1111 toll free

53237 Townhall Road
(269) 782-0765 office
(800) 859-2717 toll free
(269) 782-1696 fax

CENTER OF HISTORY
& CULTURE

ELECTIONS

HOUSING & COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT

57824 East Pokagon Trail
(269) 783-0443 office
(269) 783-0452 fax

58620 Sink Road
(269) 782-8998 office
(800) 517-0777 toll free
(269) 782-4295 fax

HUMAN RESOURCES

SOUTH BEND AREA OFFICE

59291 Indian Lake Road
(269) 462-4325

58620 Sink Road
(269) 782-9475 office
(888) 782-9475 toll free

58620 Sink Road
(269) 782-8998 office
(269) 782-4253 fax

COMMODITIES

ENROLLMENT

(269) 782-3372 office
(888) 281-1111 toll free
(269) 782-7814 fax

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

58620 Sink Road
(269) 782-1763 office
(269) 782-1964 fax

COMMUNICATIONS

ĖTHË BODWÉWADMIMWAT

58620 Sink Road
(269) 782-8998 office
(800) 517-0777 toll free
(269) 782-6882 fax

58620 Sink Road
(269) 782-8998
COMPLIANCE

58620 Sink Road
(269) 782-8998
CHI ISHOBAK

27043 Potawatomi Trail
(269) 783-4157
EDUCATION

58620 Sink Road
(269) 782-0887 office
(888) 330-1234 toll free
(269) 782-0985 fax

58653 Sink Road
(269) 783-3138
FACILITIES

57824 East Pokagon Trail
(269) 783-0443 office
(269) 783-0452 fax
FINANCE

58620 Sink Road
(269) 782-8998 office
(800) 517-0777 toll free
(269) 782-1028 fax

SOCIAL SERVICES

MNO -BMADSEN

415 East Prairie Ronde Street
(269) 783-4111
NATURAL RESOURCES

32142 Edwards Street
(269) 782-9602 office
(269) 782-1817 fax
POKAGON HEALTH SERVICES

58620 Sink Road
(269) 782-4141 office
(888) 440-1234 toll free

3733 Locust Street
South Bend, Indiana 46614
(574) 282-2638 office
(800) 737-9223 toll free
(574) 282-2974 fax
TRIBAL COUNCIL

58620 Sink Road
(269) 782-6323 office
(888) 376-9988 toll free
(269) 782-9625 fax
TRIBAL COURT

58620 Sink Road
(269) 783-0505 office
(269) 783-0519 fax
TRIBAL POLICE

58620 Sink Road
(269) 782-2232 office
(866) 399-0161 toll free
(269) 782-7988 fax
ZAGBËGON

58620 Sink Road
(269) 783-2469 office
(269) 782-8680 fax

N M ÉGWZ É GI Z ES

Citizen Announcements

Happy Birthday to my sister
and best friend on September
4 - Kelli Linn! Also, Happy
Birthday to my doll baby on
September 20 - Nova Miller!
Two of my most favorite
people in the world, I love
you both more than anything!
I hope you have wonderful
birthdays with lots of cake!

LAKE TROUT MO O N

pokégnek bodéwadmik

Women’s Water Walk
7:00 a.m., Friday, September 2
Gage Street Property

Granny XOXOXO
Happy Birthday to our sweet angel Momma!!
You are gone for now, but never forgotten we
love you and miss you every second of every
day!! September 12 you would have turned 73!
ALL of our love til’ we can hug you again!!
Bobby, Kelli and Marci

Happy Belated
Birthday to
Leona Elaine Falk
on June 19!
Love, Shannon,
Kenny, Jackson,
and Taylor

Ceremony and Walk begins at our Gage Street property
(26464 Gage Street, Dowagiac, Mich.) and ends at Rodger’s Lake.
This walk has traditionally been held annually on the Friday
before the Kee-Boon-Mein-Kaa Pow Wow to honor the waters
of the Pokagon Band homelands. Everyone who wishes to
support the women and their effort is welcome to join in
on the walk. This event is open to the public.
Women, please wear long skirts if you prefer. Parking is
available at the Zagbëgon building, where the bus will pick up
participants at 6:30 a.m. The pipe ceremony begins at
7:00 a.m., followed by a light breakfast prior to the walk.
Anyone wishing to park at Gage Street will have transportation
by bus back to their vehicles after the walk. Please contact
Andy Jackson for more details or questions at Andrea.Jackson
@PokagonBand-nsn.gov or by phone at (269) 259-0807.

gyankobjegémen

stay connected

pokagon.com

pokégnek bodéwadmik center of history & culture

Little Ms & Mr

POKAGON NAGANZET 2022
The one who leads

SAVE
THE
DATE

POKAGON BAND OF POTAWATOMI

Kee Boon Mein Kaa
Pow Wow 2022
DANCE AND DRUM CONTEST

labor day weekend

SEPT.
3&4
Rodgers Lake Campground, Dowagiac, MI
For more information email
KBMK@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

AT KEE-BOON-MEIN-KAA POW WOW
LABOR DAY WEEKEND

Pokagon youth are invited to run for the title of
Little Ms and Mr Pokagon Naganzet, where they will serve as
a representative for the Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians.
Male and female candidates must be between 7–12 years old. Candidates should be able
to demonstrate confidence, knowledge of our language, culture, and history. Candidates
must ebe enrolled citizens of the Pokagon Band of Potawatomi. Please bring your tribal ID.
For more information, please contact Rebecca Williams at (269) 782-8998 or
Rebecca.Williams@PokagonBand-nsn.gov.

gyankobjegémen

stay connected

pokagon.com

