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Grand opening celebrates first phase of Hartford Édawat
Pokagon citizens, Hartford officials and a special guest
from Housing and Urban Development gathered July 8 to
mark the opening of the first eight homes built in the new
Hartford Pokégnek Édawat.
Located on Red Arrow Highway, about one mile east of
Four Winds Hartford, Pokégnek Édawat Hartford includes
four townhomes and two duplexes. Additional phases could
include more homes, a playground, and a community center.
Mark Butterfield, the administrator of Native American
Programs for the Eastern/Woodlands Region of HUD spoke
at the opening, and praised the Pokagon Band’s housing
initiatives. Morris Lewis, Jr., a life-long Hartford resident
who will move into one of the duplexes, told stories about
growing up in Hartford in the neighborhood of Boseville,
where the Hartford Nishnabe primarily lived.

Chairman John P. Warren said, “We are proud to welcome
the first residents and look forward to welcoming more
families as we complete the next phases of development.”
Half of the homes in the first phase of Pokégnek Édawat
Hartford are designated for Elders and citizens with other
abilities. Two homes feature accessible designs that include
roll-in showers, lowered counters, sinks, and cook tops,
under-the-counter microwaves, four-foot-wide doorways,
more electrical outlets in the master suite for charging
medical equipment, and larger garages for special vehicles.
The homes in Pokégnek Édawat Hartford are managed
by the Pokagon Housing and Community Development
Department which offers citizens assistance with home
ownership, loans, lease-to-own opportunities, and rental and
homeless prevention programs.

Dreamcatchers Culture Camp enriches, engages Pokagon children
of all ages
Page 18

Pokégnek Bodéwadmik • Pokagon Band of Potawatomi
Box 180 • 58620 Sink Road
Dowagiac, MI 49047

Support boys with
braids August 20.

More than 100 Pokagon and other
native children filled the Rodgers Lake
campground for three weeks between
June and July at Dreamcatchers Culture

Camp. Kids ages 5 to 18 dove into
Potawatomi culture, learning archery,
fire building, survival skills, and
language. Kids made their own bows

and arrows, bundles, helped build
shelters such as a wigwam, and more.
Photos continue on page 2.
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Dreamcatchers Culture Camp enriches, engages Pokagon children of all ages, continued from page 1

Pokégnek Yajdanawa
Pokégnek Yajdanawa is the monthly voice of Pokégnek
Bodéwadmik, the Pokagon Band of the Potawatomi.
Citizens are encouraged to submit original letters, stories,
pictures, poetry and announcements for publication in
Pokegnek Yajdanawa. Submissions are subject to the
established guidelines.

The deadline for submissions for the newsletter is always the
14th of each month. Please send items for publication to:
Pokégnek Yajdanawa
Box 180
Dowagiac, MI 49047
Pokagon.Newsletter@PokagonBand-nsn.gov
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Childhood obesity rates continue to climb
Over the past three decades, childhood obesity rates in the U.S. have tripled. Nearly
one third of American children are overweight or obese.
Thirty years ago, most people led lives that kept them at a healthier weight.
Children walked to and from school, ran around at recess, participated in gym class,
and played for hours after school and before dinner. Meals were typically cooked
at home with reasonable portion sizes including a vegetable. Fast food was rare and
snacks were an occasional treat in between meals.
Many kids today are spending more time in front of screens and less time
exercising. Families today are much busier than in past years, and have less time to
prepare nutritious, home cooked meals. Quick and easy is the new way, between
fast food and electronics, for the majority of families. Portion sizes are now two to
five times bigger than in past years, which leads to nearly 31 percent more calories
consumed. Kids today are drinking on average 20 ounces of sugar sweetened
beverages at a time.
Obesity increases the risk for serious health conditions like type 2 diabetes, high
blood pressure, and high cholesterol. Obesity also may put kids at risk for low selfesteem, depression, eating disorders, and a risk for substance abuse.
Overweight and obese kids are at risk for other medical problems that could
affect their future health and quality of life. Some of these problems include
bone and joint conditions, shortness of breath, asthma, obstructive sleep apnea,
tendencies to mature earlier, and liver and gall bladder disease.
What can we do?
The key to keeping kids of all ages at a healthy weight is taking a whole family
approach with a “practice what you preach” mentality. Make healthy eating and
exercise a family affair.

Get movin’
The American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) recommends kids over two years old
get at least 60 min of moderate to vigorous physical activity on most days of the
week. Babies and toddlers should be active 15 minutes of every hour for a total of
three hours each day.
Cut down on TV/electronics
It is recommended that kids over two years old not spend more than one to two
hours total a day on any screen, including TV and handheld devices. The AAP also
discourages any screen time for children younger than two years old.
Avoid common eating behavior traps
•
Do not reward kids with sweets or treats for good behavior or to stop bad
behavior.
•
Do not maintain a clean plate policy. Even with babies, when they are
turning away from the breast or bottle, listen to their cues. Reinforce the
idea that they should only eat when they are hungry.
•
Do not talk about bad foods or eliminate all sweets and favorite snacks from
their diet. Kids may start to rebel and overeat on these forbidden foods and/
or sneak them. Everything on moderation.
If you eat well, exercise, and incorporate healthy lifestyle into daily life, this will
in turn be incorporated in your child’s life and will last a lifetime. Most of all, let
your kids know that you love them, no matter what their weight, and that you
want them to be happy and healthy.
Sources: CDC.gov, Letsmove.gov, Kidshealth.org

Traditional healing promoting health and wellness

William Vyers, 69, travels 300 miles from Akron,
Ohio to the Pokagon Health Center. He stops by
the clinic to connect with his doctor, but that’s not
his final destination. He’s here to see Keith Smith,
traditional healer.
A member of the Citizen Band of Potawatomi
located in Oklahoma, William sought a closer native
health care center, and excitedly began meeting with
Keith at PHS.
Keith’s given William teas like ironwood and a
mixture of natural herbs for his physical ailment.
They’ve worked.

“Keith’s the real deal,” William said. “He’s given me
traditional medicines that have worked great.”
And they’re still working. Months later, William says
his condition is steady. He visits our clinic doctors
for other conditions, but he considers transferring
his treatment to Keith’s instruction. William has also
attended two men’s sweats, and plans to attend more.
William is studying for his masters in clinical mental
health, a program that teaches western medicinal
practices. William says they touch on Native American
healing teachings, but not with the depth or respect
he believes they deserve.

“Sometimes it’s painful,” William says. “Sometimes
it’s depressing.
His studies provide him a unique perspective on
disease and treatment, and he says if he had to choose
just one method, he would use Keith’s medicine over
western medicine.
“Keith’s just the epitome of Potawatomi Native
American traditions.”
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Band earns distinction in annual financial audit
Each year the Pokagon Band undergoes two audits: one submitted to the U.S.
government to show good stewardship of federal funds, and another tribal wide
audit for the Pokagon government’s own assurance.
Thanks to three consecutive years of clean audit results, the tribe is now classified
as a low risk auditee, meaning the audit returned no findings, material weakness, or
significant deficiencies in internal controls on all the federal funding contracts.
RSM, a licensed CPA firm, conducted the independent financial audit of 2015’s
activity. Having an audit carried out by an independent certified public accounting
firm provides a third-party opinion on whether that the Band’s management is
spending the federal funds within the requirements federal agencies establish.

“It’s a feather in our cap,” said Anita Grivins, the Band’s finance director. “When
we request new grant awards, we can show this and it helps prove that we’re a
reliable partner.”
Another comment by RSM: the auditors was impressed with the government’s
quick work.
“We close our [2015] books by the end of January, and by the end of February a
team of auditors was onsite working on the audit, which is early compared to other
governments, especially for tribes,” said Grivins.

Submit a t-shirt design for the DV Awareness Month contest
October is only three months away, and the Domestic
Violence Team is gearing up to make sure this year’s events
are better than ever! This year we are holding a design contest
for community members to design the purple t-shirts we
give away at events. The winner of the contest will receive a
$50 gift card as a token of our appreciation. A short summary
of the rules are listed below. All entries must be received by
Friday, August 19 at 5 p.m. to Casey Kasper in Social Services.
The winner will be notified during the Kee-Boon-Mein-Kaa
pow wow on Labor Day weekend.
Summary Requirements
• The contest is open to Pokagon Band citizens only.
• The shirt must be purple with white screen printing.

• The design must incorporate the swan and the phrase
“Love Should Not Hurt.”
• The design needs to be positive and incorporate images
that bring to mind empowerment, community well-being,
and strength.
• No graphic violence or images.
If you have any questions or for a copy of the official
rules, please contact Casey Kasper in the Band’s Department
of Social Services at (269) 462-4324 or casey.kasper@
pokagonband-nsn.gov.

Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Department of Language & Culture

Native Nations Youth Council
Pokagon Band Native Nations Youth Council encourages all Pokagon youth
who are seeking to contribute to their community as well as to Indian Country
to join.
As a Pokagon youth between the ages of 12 to 24 you can be a representative
voice and further your development as a future tribal leader.

Pokagon Band of Potawatomi
Department of Language & Culture

Drum Classes
Department of Language and Culture
58653 Sink Road, Dowagiac, MI 49047
6:00 pm–8:00 pm

Please contact Rebecca Williams to join or for more information at
(269) 783-9265 or rebecca.williams@pokagonband-nsn.gov.

gyankobjegémen

stay connected

pokagon.com

2016
July 6 August 3 September 7 October 5
July 20 August 17 September 21 October 19

Junior and Senior Youth Councils meet on the second Saturday of each month
between the times of 10:00 am to 2:00 pm. Meeting locations are announced
on the Pokagon Band website.

November 2 December 7
November 16 TBD
gyankobjegémen

stay connected

Events may be cancelled due to inclement weather.
Please refer to the Pokagon Band website or Facebook page for weather related updates.

pokagon.com

For more information, please contact Nicole Holloway at (269) 462-4325 or
nicole.holloway@pokagonband-nsn.gov.

August 2016
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Cindy Maddox is elder of the month
I am quarter blood Potawatomi, native by my mother
Mary Maddox, daughter of Mary Louise Alexis Antisdel.
Growing up in St. Joseph, Michigan I was proud of my
heritage and knew it was special. I spent my adulthood
there as well until my daughters all graduated.
I am an alcoholic. I have not had a drink since August
2012. I also quit smoking at the same time. Being sober
is the best feeling. In high school I never felt the need
to party. I loved sports. Then senior year I fell to peer
pressure. I have the addictive personality and I really
enjoyed partying.
But it never stopped me from being productive. I’ve
worked my entire adult life. I’m most proud of my 18
years of self-employment as a residential cleaner. I had great clients and was able to
clean beautiful unique homes (some were featured in magazines). I loved cleaning,
eventually my body wasn’t physically able to continue. I work at Fresh Thyme
Market in Mishawaka now, and love my job.

I have three grown daughters. I’d never give myself a
mother of the year award, but they all survived and are
doing well.
My passion is for dogs. Currently I have Johnny, who
is boxer/shepard mix. He is the coolest, go-with-theflow dog, and he’s funny.
I’m on the South Bend list for elder housing. My
goal is to be more involved in our community projects.
This year I volunteered as a shuttle driver at Memorial
Day Pow Wow. That was fun and I hope to continue.
My birthday is in March. I turned 55 in 2014 and
was able to travel with Elders to New York City that
June. Such a beautiful trip, I will have those memories
forever. Thank you!
I’m going to end this with a cheesy quote from one of my favorite TV shows,
Friday Night Lights: “Clear eyes, full heart, can’t lose.”

Native veterans gathering planned in Chicago area
The 2nd Annual National Gathering of American Indiana Veterans is scheduled
for August 20 –21. Join Pokagon veterans for a weekend of music, workshops,
discussions, dancing and singing. Native arts, crafts and food will also be available.
The event will be held in Cantigny Park in Wheaton, Illinois. The host hotel is the
Hilton Lisle; mention the Gathering for special rates when booking.
You can honor a veteran in your family by submitting names the to the online
memory wall. For a full schedule, to register, and to view a map, visit www.
TricksterGallery.com.

Pokagon Band of Potawatomi
Department of Language & Culture

Cradle Board Workshop

Play the Creator's Games

with Frank Barker

POKAGON BAND OF POTAWATOMI

Saturday August 6 + 20
11:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Rodgers Lake Pavilion, Dowagiac, MI

Please join Frank Barker with making, designing, and learn the
teachings behind the Neshnabe cradle board. Participation is
limited to 20.
If you have any questions, please contact the Department of Language &
Culture at (269) 462 - 4325 or Cultural Activities Coordinator Patty Jo Kublick
(269) 462 - 4303 desk or (269) 462 - 5376.

northern  Indigenous  Games:
Lacrosse  •  Double  Ball  
Longball  •  Shinny  
Kick  ball  race  •  inuit  games
MONDAY, AUGUST 22, 2016 • 5:00 TO 8:00 PM

Rodgers Lake Sports Complex
58620 Sink Road, Dowagiac, MI

Prepare today to compete tomorrow in
future Northern Indigenous Games Events
held throughout the year
The event is open to youth and adults and
there is no fee to participate or observe –
bring your lawn chair
gyankobjegémen

stay connected

Events may be cancelled due to inclement weather.
Please refer to the Pokagon Band website or Facebook page for weather related updates.

pokagon.com

INFORMATION: Dan Ninham - 218.368.6430 or coach.danninham@gmail.com

6

Pokégnek Yajdanawa



Minké gises 2016

Notice of Open Position | Chi Ishobak, Inc.
POSITION DESCRIPTION. Chi Ishobak is seeking letters of interest from
Pokagon Band citizens to serve as a member of the Chi Ishobak Board of
Directors. Chi Ishobak is a Native Community Development Financial Institution
(CDFI) that serves the Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians whose mission is
to provide Tribal citizens with access to affordable capital for small-business
loans, small-business development, consumer loans, and individual financial
development through collaborative and education-oriented lending services,
and to practice responsible lending in order to protect loan capital for future
generations of Tribal citizens. The Board meets approximately once a month,
depending on the needs of the Board. Meetings are held on the third Thursday
of each month at the Chi Ishobak office in the Community Center.
COMPENSATION. Chi Ishobak Board of Directors does not receive
compensation. Board members will be entitled to reimbursement for mileage
when using personal vehicles to attend meetings.

ELIGIBILITY. Candidates will preferably have the following:
a)

Demonstrated experience in one or more of the following: finance,
banking, lending, small-business development, business ownership, and
household financial development;

b)

Strong interpersonal, oral, and written communication skills;

c)

Pokagon Band member; and

d)

Over the age of twenty-one (21).

APPOINTMENT PROCESS. All Directors will be appointed by the existing
Directors in office.
HOW TO APPLY. Please submit letters of interest along with a current résumé to:
Mail:

Joe Silvia, Chi Ishobak Secretary/Treasurer
P.O. Box 766
Dowagiac, MI 49047

DEADLINE. This posting shall remain open until filled.

College students: turn in your rental forms

Pokégnek Bodéwadmik
Pokagon Band of Potawatomi

The deadline to apply for student rental assistance for fall 2016 is Friday, October 7.
Students should make sure their documents are in before that date. Any questions
contact Megan Rick at (269) 462-4251 or visit www.pokagonband-nsn.gov/
government/departments/housing-community-development/rental-programs/
student-temporary-housing.

Department of Language & Culture

Young Ladies
Traditional Retreat
Experience Potawatomi culture
with an emphasis on women- specific teachings
August 18 —19, 2016
Language and Culture invites any middle or high school age young lady to a Traditional Retreat
at Rodgers Lake, where they will get the chance to participate in fun activities centered around
Potawatomi culture. Teachings involving women’s experiences, language, traditional foods, outdoor
survival skills, and roles in Potawatomi society will excite and educate all that attend. Other activities
include nature walks, plant and medicine identification, crafts and more. Sign up today for the
first-ever young women’s Traditional Retreat!
This event, with only 10 spots available, is open to young women between the ages of 13 – 18.
Participants will be required to follow all safety guidelines, rules, and regulations.
RSVP by contacting rebecca.williams@pokagonband-nsn.gov or by calling Rebecca Williams
at (269) 783 -9265

gyankobjegémen

stay connected
Events may be cancelled due to inclement weather. Please refer to the Pokagon Band website or Facebook page
for weather related updates.

pokagon.com

August 2016
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What’s that invasive species? Tree of Heaven
(Ailanthus altissima)

What’s that edible plant? Wild dewberries (Rubus
trivialis)

Tree of heaven (Ailanthus altissima), also known as Chinese sumac, stinking sumac,
and stinktree, is a fast growing invasive tree species that is native to China and
Taiwan. This tree was introduced into the United States in the late 1700’s as
an ornamental and shade tree and was used historically for urban landscaping.
Although the name may imply that it is heavenly, this tree can readily outcompete
many native species in the U.S. due to its aggressive growth and absence of any
disease or insect problems in the U.S. Tree of heaven seedlings can grow up to 6.5
feet tall in one season! The tree readily grows in multiple habitat types and can
even grow in poor soils where other tree species are unable to grow. Tree of heaven
has a distinct odor when the leaf is removed from the tree, it smells unpleasant and
is reminiscent of rotten peanut butter. The leaf is quite long, being composed of
11–25 leaflets. The tree produces a chemical that kills other plants nearby in order
for the tree to have no competition where it grows. Tree of heaven is also known
for producing an overabundance of seeds and reproducing through the roots, which
makes this tree a formidable invasive species. Tree of heaven is currently spreading
rapidly through Southwestern Michigan. There are locations of tree of heaven on
tribal property and the Pokagon Department of Natural Resources is committed to
removing them and preventing their spread.

Dewberries (Rubus trivialis) are closely related to blackberries and have a sweet
flavor. Dewberry plants grow as trailing along the ground and are very abundant in
some areas. These berries typically ripen in July and early August in Southwestern
Michigan and most often times ripen before their blackberry relative. Dewberries
can be utilized as other berries are; eaten raw, dried, made into jams or jellies or
used for pies or cobblers. The leaves of the dewberry plant can also be used to
make tea. Dewberries contain antioxidants and vitamin C as well as small amounts
of vitamin A, iron, and calcium and trace amounts of vitamins E and K and
minerals such as copper, zinc, and magnesium.

Pokagon Band of Potawatomi
Department of Social Services | Domestic Violence and Foster Care/Adoptions

Pokagon Band of Potawatomi
Department of Language & Culture

Traditional Harvesting and Gathering
Saturdays through December
11:00 am – 5:00 pm
Meet at Language & Culture offices
October 12 + October 13
6:00 pm
Community Center

Open to all tribal communities, artisans, gatherers, harvesters, cultural gardeners,
citizens and spouses.

The Pokagon Band Domestic Violence and Foster Care/Adoptions program
are sponsoring a screening of the PBS Frontline Documentary, Kind Hearted
Woman. The film follows Robin Charboneau, a 32-year-old divorced mother
battling substance abuse and childhood sexual trauma, all while raising her
two children and trying to further her education.
This is a two-part film. The first part will be shown on Wednesday, October
12 at 6:00 p.m., and the second on Thursday, October 13 at 6:00 p.m. This
film is not suitable for all audiences, so please use your best judgment when
bringing children to the screening.
Food will be provided.
gyankobjegémen
Register online: pokagonband-nsn.gov/form/michigan-college-visit-registration
stay connected

Events may be cancelled due to inclement weather.
Please refer to the Pokagon Band website or Facebook page for weather related updates.

June 11 and 25
July 9 and 23
August 6 and 20

September 10 and 24
October 8 and 22
November 5 and 19

December 3 and 17

All who want to connect with their culture and tradition are welcome to join our
artisans harvesting indigenous plants, wood, mushrooms, seeds, and medicines.
Come identify plants and learn when to harvest them and how to cook them from
some of the best in the field. Experience what our ancestors gathered and made that
still grow on our land today.
Please be prepared for an outdoor experience you will never forget. Bring boots, a
knife, a container for your harvest, sunblock, and bug spray. Dress for the weather.
Presenters will have a first aid kit, but bring an epi pen if you need one.

Call the Language & Culture office at (269) 462-4325 or contact Patty Jo Kublick at (269) 4624303 office / (269) 462-4303 or pattyjo.kublick@pokagonband-nsn.gov and Rebecca Williams at
Register
online: pokagonband-nsn.gov/form/michigan-college-visit-registration
(269) 462-4296 office / (269) 783-9265 cell or rebecca.williams@pokagonband-nsn.gov.
gyankobjegémen

stay connected

pokagon.com
Events may be cancelled due to inclement weather.
Please refer to the Pokagon Band website or Facebook page for weather related updates.

pokagon.com
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Elders: register for a Kindle
The elders Kindle program has gotten many Kindles into the hands
of Elders who want to use this new technology. Please get registered
if you want a Kindle and have not yet received one so that you do
not miss out on this opportunity.
The registration form can be found online at www.pokagonbandnsn.gov/form/elders-kindle-registration, or just type in “August
Kindle Workshop” in the search bar. The Pokagon Department of

Education will be providing 50 Kindle Fires to 50 registrants that apply
online by the deadline of August 12 at 5:00 p.m. All Kindles will be sent
by certified mail by the address given on the registration form.
The advertised elders Kindle workshop for Friday, August 19 is
cancelled.

Department of Education

STEM Day Camp
Monday, August 8 – Friday, August 12

10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. (Friday will end at 1p.m.)
Event will be held at the Pokagon Band Community Center

Copper Bucket Earring Workshop
Facilitated by Joy Duff

Saturday, August 13 2016
11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Rodgers Lake Pavilion
Joy Duff will be teaching a copper bucket earring making workshop
for women in the community. She will also be sharing teachings on the
importance of caring for the water.
We will be having a potluck style lunch, so bring a dish to pass if you are able to.
This class is open to women only and spaces are limited!

Online Registration starts July 1

If you have any questions or are interested in attending, contact Casey Kasper at
(269) 462-4324 or casey.kasper@pokagonband-nsn.gov

Events may be cancelled due to inclement weather.
Please refer to the Pokagon Band website or Facebook page for weather related updates.

The Michigan K – 12 Department of Defense STEM Program is coming to the
Pokagon Band. Native middle school students are invited to join a week long
STEM day camp.

www.pokagonband-nsn.gov/form/stem-day-camp-registration
gyankobjegémen

Transportation may be available.

gyankobjegémen

pokagon.com

Events may be cancelled due to inclement weather.
Please refer to the Pokagon Band website or Facebook page for weather related updates.

pokagon.com

stay connected

stay connected

August 2016
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Come see what you can catch on the new Sassafras Lake dock
The Pokagon Department of Natural Resources has installed a new floating dock
at Sassafras Lake featuring a 70-foot gangway that will move with the fluctuating

levels of the lake. Lily pads near the end of the dock will be cleared for
easier access.

Pokégnek Bodéwadmik
pokagon band of potawatomi

Pokagon Band of Potawatomi
Department of Language & Culture

hunter Safety certification

Ricing season is coming

b return to the woods 2016 c

August 12 –14

September 9 –11

Friday 5:00 pm – 9:00 pm
Saturday 9:00 am – 5:00 pm
Sunday 9:00 am –2:00 pm (Range Day)

Friday 5:00 pm – 9:00 pm
Saturday 9:00 am – 5:00 pm
Sunday 9:00 am –2:00 pm (Range Day

Both sessions meet at the Teaching Cabin at Rodgers Lake campground
The Pokagon Band Departments of Language and Culture and Natural Resources
would like to invite all Pokagon Band citizens interested in obtaining hunter safety
certification to the fifth annual ‘Return to the Woods’ campaign. Please join us to take
the initial steps necessary to obtain a Pokagon Tribal or Michigan hunting license.
Participants will undergo all of the accreditation requirements necessary to obtain their
hunter safety certification card as well as their bow hunter safety certification card.
The completion
of the class will increase your ability to obtain a tribal or state hunting license.
Meals that will be provided to participants include snacks on Friday, lunch on Saturday,
and snacks on Sunday. Participants should bring weather appropriate clothing.
There is a cap on the class of 15 individuals and children under 10 require an
accompanying parent or guardian. All participants must be able to pass a written or
oral test as well as a range exam. There are two options for participation: 1) Individuals
can take the three day course without cost, or 2) individuals may complete the online
version of the hunter safety course (available online hunteredcourse.com/state/onlinehunter-safety-course-michigan/ for a fee that is reimbursable for the first 5 individuals)
and join us on the last day for the field exam.

Pre-registration is required and can be completed online at:

www.pokagon.com/form/hunter-safety-course-registration or by
calling the Department of Natural Resources at (269) 782-9602.

Depending on Mother Nature, the season will fall between early September
and the middle of October.
The Pokagon Band has space available for 10 citizens (18 years and older) to
attend a ricing camp at Tawas Lake in Michigan. Lodging, transportation, and
meals provided for this two day, three night commitment.
All interested citizens must register by September 1 to be entered into a
drawing. The drawing will take place September 2 and those chosen will be
notified. If you are chosen and you can’t, or decide not to, attend a second
drawing will be September 6. Because of the unpredictable timing of the
harvest, you must be prepared to leave on short notice for this opportunity.
We’ll make ricing equipment like push pullers and knockers at the bimonthly Traditional Harvesting workshops. Canoe safety courses will be held
September 8 and 9 10:00 a.m. to noon at Rodgers Lake.
Visit www.pokagonband-nsn.gov/form/ricing-camp-registration
to register and for more information.

gyankobjegémen

stay connected

gyankobjegémen

stay connected

pokagon.com

Events may be cancelled due to inclement weather.
Please refer to the Pokagon Band website or Facebook page for weather related updates.

pokagon.com
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Notice of Open Positions | Pokagon Rights Board
POSITION DESCRIPTION. The Pokagon Band Tribal Council is
seeking letters of interest and résumés from Pokagon Band citizens
interested in serving on the Pokagon Rights Board (the “Board”). There
are two (2) Alternate Member positions currently vacant. The Board is
an instrumentality of the Pokagon Band government that was created
through enactment of the Pokagon Rights Board Code (the “Code”). As
provided in the Code, the Board’s duties include: (a) researching and
investigating aboriginal rights, treaty rights and sacred sites; (b) compiling
and cataloging information and documents related to aboriginal rights,
treaty rights and sacred sites; and (c) making recommendations to the
Tribal Council regarding aboriginal rights, treaty rights and sacred sites. The
Board is comprised of five persons as follows: (a) the Director of the Band’s
Department of Natural Resources; and (b) four Pokagon Band citizens.
Additionally, the Board has two Alternate Members who are also expected
to attend all Board meetings and will be seated and vote in the absence of
a Board Member. The Code is available on the Pokagon Band’s website at
www.pokagonband-nsn.gov/government/codes-and-ordinances.
TIME COMMITMENT. The time commitment required to prepare for and
attend Board meetings and perform the business of the Board will vary. The
Board meets approximately once each month and at additional times as may
be needed to fulfill Board duties. Alternate Members are expected to attend
all Board meetings, which are typically held in the evening, during the week
at the Band’s administrative offices located at 58620 Sink Road, Dowagiac,
Michigan.
COMPENSATION. Alternate Members are independent contractors
and compensated for service to the Board at rates established by the Tribal
Council. Currently, Alternate Members are compensated only if seated at a
Board meeting in the absence of a Board Member. Alternate Members are
entitled to reimbursement for mileage when using their personal vehicle to
attend meetings and for other Board business in accordance with the Band’s
Travel Policy.

ETHICS REQUIREMENTS. As Public Officials, Alternate Members are
subject to the Pokagon Band Code of Ethics. A copy of the Code of Ethics
may be obtained by from the Pokagon Band’s website at www.pokagonbandnsn.gov/government/codes-and-ordinances.
HOW TO APPLY. Please submit letters of interest along with a current
résumé to:
Mail:

Kelly Curran, Tribal Council Executive Secretary
P.O. Box 180
Dowagiac, Michigan 49047

Fax:

(269) 782-9625
Attn: Kelly Curran, Executive Secretary to the Tribal Council

Email:

kelly.curran@pokagonband-nsn.gov

APPOINTMENT PROCESS. Alternate Members are appointed by the
Tribal Council. All persons who wish to be considered for appointment must
be present at the meeting at which the Tribal Council will review the letters
of interest and résumés, provided that the Tribal Council may for good cause
waive this requirement. Any person who believes that good cause exists
to not attend such meeting should contact the Tribal Council Executive
Secretary who will share the information with the Tribal Council.
TERM. Term of office for Alternate Members is three years. There is no limit
to the number of terms one may serve.
DEADLINE. This posting shall remain open until filled.
QUESTIONS. All questions concerning the Board, the Code, or this Notice
may be directed to Steve Winchester, Council Member and Board Chairman,
at (269) 591-0119 or Steve.Winchester@PokagonBand-nsn.gov.

ELIGIBILITY. All persons who wish to serve as Board Member or Alternate
Member must be a Pokagon Band citizen who: (a) is at least twenty-five (25)
years of age; and (b) possesses expertise, knowledge, skills, and professional
and personal experience which will contribute to the fulfillment of the
purposes and duties of the Board.

Notice of Open Alternate Position | Traditions/Repatriations Committee
POSITION DESCRIPTION. The Pokagon Band Tribal Council is seeking
letters of interest and résumés from Pokagon Band Citizens for one (1) alternate
member (“Alternate member”) on the Pokagon Band Traditions/Repatriation
Committee (the “Committee”). The Committee has the responsibility of advising
the Band on cultural issues, and for reviewing and acting on repatriation issues
on behalf of the Band. The Committee works closely with the Department of
Language and Culture, and serves as the advisory body to the Pokagon Band
Historic Preservation Office (THPO).
TIME COMMITMENT. The Committee meets approximately once each
month to address general cultural issues and once per month to address issues
with the THPO. The time commitment required to prepare for and attend
Committee meetings and perform the business of the Committee will vary. The
Committee may also meet at additional times as needed to fulfill Committee
duties. Alternate Members are expected to attend all Committee meetings and
will be seated and vote in the absence of a Committee member. Committee
meetings are typically held at the Band’s Administration Building located at
58620 Sink Road, Dowagiac, Michigan.
COMPENSATION. Alternate members may be compensated as independent
contractors for service to the Committee at rates established by the Tribal
Council, only if seated at a Committee meeting in the absence of a Committee
member. Currently, Committee members are compensated in the amount of
$75 per Committee meeting. In addition, Alternate members are entitled to
reimbursement for mileage when using their personal vehicle to attend meetings
and for other Committee business in accordance with the Band’s Travel Policy.
ELIGIBILITY. All persons who wish to serve as an Alternate member of the
Traditions/Repatriation Committee must be a Band citizen and have an interest
in and respect for the traditions, culture, history, and language of the Pokagon
Band and the Potawatomi Nation. Familiarity with the cultural teachings and
practices of the Potawatomi is appreciated. Prospective Alternate members must
be flexible in meeting times and locations, and be able to handle several projects
at once.

APPOINTMENT PROCESS. Alternate members are appointed by the
Tribal Council. All persons who wish to be considered for appointment to the
Committee must be present at the meeting at which the Tribal Council will
review the letters of interest and résumés; provided, however, that the Tribal
Council may, for good cause, waive this requirement. Any person who believes
that good cause exists to not attend such meeting should contact the Executive
Secretary to the Tribal Council, who will share the information with the Tribal
Council. Please note that the Tribal Council has not yet established the meeting
date at which it will consider appointments to the Committee.
TERM. There is no fixed term for Alternate members. Additionally, there is no
limit to the number of terms an Alternate Member can serve on the Committee.
ETHICS REQUIREMENTS. As a Public Official, Alternate members are subject
to the Pokagon Band Code of Ethics. A copy of the Code of Ethics may be
obtained by contacting Kelly Curran, Tribal Council Executive Secretary at (888)
376-9988 or by visiting the Band’s website, www.pokagonband-nsn.gov.
HOW TO APPLY. Please submit letters of interest along with a current résumé
to:
Mail:

Kelly Curran, Executive Secretary to Tribal Council
P.O. Box 180
Dowagiac, Michigan

Fax:

(269) 782-9625
Attn: Kelly Curran, Executive Secretary to Tribal Council
Email: Kelly.Curran@Pokagonband-nsn.gov
DEADLINE. This posting shall remain open until filled.
QUESTIONS. All questions concerning the Committee or this notice maybe
directed to Kevin Daugherty at kevin.daugherty@pokagonband-nsn.gov.
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Notice of Open Positions | Ethics Board
POSITION DESCRIPTION. The Tribal Council is seeking letters of interest and résumés from Pokagon Band citizens interested in serving on the
Pokagon Band Ethics Board. There are two (2) seats available on the Ethics
Board. The Ethics Board, a five member Board, is an instrumentality of the
Pokagon Band government created by the Pokagon Band Ethics Code in
fulfillment of Article XVII, Section 3 of the Pokagon Band Constitution. The
Ethics Board is responsible for ensuring compliance with the Ethics Code by
Pokagon Band officials and employees.
TIME COMMITMENT. The time commitment required to prepare for and
attend Ethics Board meetings and perform the business of the Ethics Board
will vary. The Ethics Board meets approximately once each month, depending on the needs of the Board, and will meet at additional times as may be
needed to address ethics complaints and other specific matters. Typically,
meetings are held in the evening on weekdays at various locations. Ethics Board members will be expected to spend several additional hours per
month preparing for Board meetings or engaged in other Ethics Board activities. On average, an Ethics Board member can anticipate a total time commitment of approximately 4 hours per month, outside of any travel time.
COMPENSATION. Ethics Board members will be compensated as independent contractors in the amount of $150 for each meeting and in the
amount of $50 for each hour that a Board meeting exceeds three hours in
length. In addition, Board members will be entitled to reimbursement for
mileage when using personal vehicles to attend meetings and for other Ethics
Board business, in accordance with the Pokagon Band’s Travel Policy.
ELIGIBILITY. In order to be eligible for appointment to the Ethics Board,
one must meet the following minimum qualifications:
(a) A bachelor's degree from an accredited college or university or ten (10)
years of professional level work experience in relevant areas, such as law,
law enforcement, accounting or finance, business management, regulatory and governmental affairs. Advanced degrees and certifications, such
as Certified Public Accountant, Juris Doctorate, and Master of Business
Administration are preferred, but not required;
(b) Demonstrated experience in conducting investigations, analyzing and
preparing findings and presenting summaries;
(c) Demonstrated experience in reviewing and interpreting laws, regulations, contracts, and various professional level reports, including financial
reports;

TERM. The term of office for an Ethics Board member is three years.
APPOINTMENT PROCESS. Appointments to the Ethics Board are made
by the Tribal Council upon the recommendation of a selection committee
composed of the Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson of the Tribal Council
and the Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson of the Elders Council. All persons recommended by the selection committee who wish to be considered
for appointment to the Ethics Board must be present at the meeting at which
the Tribal Council will review the written statements of interest and resumes;
provided, however, that the Tribal Council may for good cause waive this
requirement. Any person recommended by the selection committee who
believes that good cause exists to not attend such Tribal Council meeting
should contact the Executive Secretary to the Tribal Council, who will share
the information with the Tribal Council. Please note that the Tribal Council
has not yet established the meeting date at which it will consider appointments to the Ethics Board.
HOW TO APPLY. Pokagon Band citizens who wish to be considered for
appointment to the Ethics Board must submit a letter of interest along with a
current résumé, by one of the following three methods:
Mail:

Kelly Curran, Executive Secretary to Tribal Council
P.O. Box 180
Dowagiac, Michigan

Fax:

(269) 782-9625
Attn: Kelly Curran, Executive Secretary to Tribal Council

Email: Kelly.Curran@Pokagonband-nsn.gov
As stated above, the selection committee will make a recommendation to the
Tribal Council regarding the appointments. Therefore, the selection committee may conduct or cause to be conducted on its behalf, an initial screening
of those seeking appointment, solely to determine whether the potential
appointee meets the minimum qualifications for appointment to the Ethics
Board.
Please note that if you have previously sought appointment to the Ethics
Board pursuant to any previous posting, and you are still interested in
seeking appointment to the Ethics Board, you must reapply as provided in
this Notice.

In addition, no person is able to serve on the Ethics Board if he or she is:

QUESTIONS. Ethics Board, the Ethics Code, or this Notice may be directed
to Kelly Curran, Executive Secretary to the Tribal Council at (269) 782-6323
or Kelly.Curran@pokagonband-nsn.gov. Additionally, you may visit the Ethics
Board section of the Pokagon Band’s website at www.pokagonband-nsn.gov/
government/boards/ethics-board. Also, a copy of the Ethics Code may be
obtained from the Pokagon Band’s website at www.pokagonband-nsn.gov/
government/codes-and-ordinances.

(a) Not a Pokagon Band citizen;

DEADLINE. This posting will remain open until filled.

(d) Strong interpersonal, oral, and written communication skills; and
(e) Demonstrated ability to act with impartiality and to deal fairly, effectively
and efficiently with situations requiring fact finding and dispute resolution skills.

(b) Under the age of twenty-one;
(c) A Public Official or Public Employee;
(d) Employed, in any capacity, by the Pokagon Gaming Authority or MnoBmadsen, provided, however, that this shall not include independent
contractors or volunteers of such entities; or
(e) Employed or otherwise serves in a position with responsibilities that
create a conflict of interest or the appearance of a conflict of interest
with the duties and responsibilities of the Board, as determined by the
Selection Committee. This subsection does not automatically prevent a
Pokagon Band citizen from being appointed.

Minké gises A
Ne'me gizhek SUNDAY

Ngot gizhek MONDAY

Nizh gizhek TUESDAY
1

Circuit Training
Inventory Sale
Elders Language Class
L&C Department Language Class
Elders Health and Wellness
Fit Kids
Circuit Training
Auricular Acupuncture
Zumba
7

14

Great Lakes Traditional Arts Gathering
Strengthening Families Through Tradition
Conference
EDU Elders Kindle Workshop STEM Program
Mens Sweat Lodge
DNR Hunter Safety

21

28

Circuit Training
Elders Language Class
EDU Elders Kindle Workshop STEM Program
L&C Department Language Class
Elders Health and Wellness
Circuit Training
Fit Kids
Auricular Acupuncture
Zumba

8

15

Circuit Training
Strengthening Families Through Tradition
EDU Elders Kindle Workshop STEM Program
Elders Language Class
L&C Department Language Class
Elders Health and Wellness
Circuit Training
Fit Kids
Auricular Acupuncture
Zumba
Circuit Training
Elders Health and Wellness
Circuit Training
Fit Kids
Auricular Acupuncture
Zumba
Northern Indigenous Games

Circuit Training
Elders Language Class
L&C Department Language Class
Elders Health and Wellness
Circuit Training
Fit Kids
Auricular Acupuncture
Zumba

22

29

Inventory Sale
Lean Lunch
Guided Bicycle Tours
L&C Youth Summer Language Class
L&C Big Kids Summer Language Class
L&C Little Kids Summer Language Class
Red Road to Recovery Group
L&C Adult Language Class: Dowagiac
L&C Potawatomi 101
EDU Elders Kindle Workshop STEM Program
Lean Lunch
Guided Bicycle Tours
L&C Youth Summer Language Class
L&C Big Kids Summer Language Class
Red Road to Recovery Group
L&C Little Kids Summer Language Class
L&C Adult Language Class: Dowagiac
L&C Potawatomi 101
EDU Elders Kindle Workshop STEM Program
Guided Bicycle Tours
Lean Lunch
L&C Big Kids Summer Language Class
L&C Youth Summer Language Class
L&C Little Kids Summer Language Class
Red Road to Recovery Group
L&C Adult Language Class: Dowagiac
L&C Potawatomi 101
Lean Lunch
Guided Bicycle Tours
Red Road to Recovery Group

Guided Bicycle Tours
Lean Lunch
L&C Youth Summer Language Class
L&C Big Kids Summer Language Class
L&C Little Kids Summer Language Class
Red Road to Recovery Group
L&C Potawatomi 101
L&C Adult Language Class: Dowagiac

Apta gizhek W
2

Circuit Training
Elders Health and Wel
Circuit Training
Fit Kids
L&C Summer Languag
Zumba
L&C Drum Class Dow

9

Circuit Training
EDU Elders Kindle Work
Elders Health and Wel
Fit Kids
Circuit Training
L&C Summer Languag
Zumba
16

Circuit Training
Elders Health and Wel
Fit Kids
Circuit Training
L&C Summer Language
Zumba
L&C Drum Class Dow
23

30

Circuit Training
Elders Health and Wel
Fit Kids
Circuit Training
Zumba

Circuit Training
Elders Health and Wel
Circuit Training
Fit Kids
L&C Summer Languag
Zumba

August 2016

WEDNESDAY
3

llness

Nyew gizhek THURSDAY

Nyano gizhek FRIDAY
4

Lean Lunch
Guided Bicycle Tours
L&C Potawatomi 201
L&C Adult Language Class: South Bend

ge Course: Hartford

Odanke gizhek SATURDAY
5

Circuit Training
Elders Health and Wellness
Circuit Training
Red Road to Recovery Group

6

Healthy Step with Education
L&C Cradle Board Workshop
L&C Traditional Harvesting

wagiac

10

kshop STEM Program
llness

11

12

Great Lakes Traditional Arts Gathering
EDU Elders Kindle Workshop STEM Program
Lean Lunch
Guided Bicycle Tours
L&C Potawatomi 201
L&C Adult Language Class: South Bend

ge Course: Hartford

17

Circuit Training
Strengthening Families Through Tradition
Conference
EDU Elders Kindle Workshop STEM Program
Elders Health and Wellness
Circuit Training
Red Road to Recovery Group
DNR Hunter Safety

18

19

Traditional Travels Canoe Trip
Young Ladies Traditional Retreat
Circuit Training
Lean Lunch
Elders Health and Wellness
Guided Bicycle Tours
Circuit Training
Breastfeeding Shawl and DV Workshop
Red Road to Recovery Group
L&C Potawatomi 201
L&C Adult Language Class: South Bend

llness

ge Course: Hartford

wagiac
24

llness

31

llness

25

Lean Lunch
Guided Bicycle Tours

September 1

L&C Potawatomi 201
L&C Adult Language Class: South Bend

26

Circuit Training
Elders Health and Wellness
Breastfeeding Class
Circuit Training
Red Road to Recovery Group

September 2

Elders Health and Wellness
Traditional Women Water Walk

13

Strengthening Families Through Tradition
Conference
Tribal Council Meeting
EDU Elders Kindle Workshop STEM Program
Copper Bucket Earring Workshop
DNR Hunter Safety

EDU Gwikwé’amen Béshkwéthithêk
Mawtheshnëwen
L&C Traditional Harvesting
L&C Boys with Braids
L&C Cradle Board Workshop

20

27

Mejnewa Running
Language Workshop

September 3

Kee-Boon-Mein-Kaa Pow wow

ge Course: Hartford

Please check the website for the latest updates on any cancellations due to inclement weather.
Visit www.PokagonBand-nsn.gov/calendar or call (800) 517-0777 for more details on these events.
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Notice of Open Alternate Positions | Land Use Board
POSITION DESCRIPTION. The Pokagon Band Tribal Council is seeking
letters of interest and résumés from Pokagon Band Citizens to fill two (2)
Alternate Member positions on the Pokagon Band Land Use Board (the
“Board”). The Board is an instrumentality of the Pokagon Band government
that was created by the enactment of the Pokagon Band Land Use and
Conservation Code (the “Code”). As provided in the Code, the Board’s
duties include: (a) researching, preparing and making recommendations to
the Tribal Council regarding the classification, reclassification, transfer and
acquisition of Pokagon Band land; and (b) researching and developing a
Long Term Land Acquisition and Development Plan to guide future growth
and to establish goals and priorities for the use of Pokagon Band land.
The Board is comprised of five (5) Board Members and two (2) Alternate
Members.
TIME COMMITMENT. The Board meets approximately once each month
and at additional times as may be needed to fulfill Board duties. Board
Members and Alternate Members are expected to attend all Board meetings,
and Alternate Members will be seated and vote in the absence of a Board
Member(s). Board meetings are typically held at 3:30 p.m. at the Band’s
administrative offices located at 58620 Sink Road, Dowagiac, Michigan.
Board Members and Alternate Members also are expected to spend several
additional hours per month preparing for Board meetings or engaging in
other Board activities. The Land Use and Conservation Code is available
on the Pokagon Band’s website at www.pokagonband-nsn.gov/government/
codes-and-ordinances.

APPOINTMENT PROCESS. Alternate Members are appointed by the
Tribal Council. All persons who wish to be considered for appointment to the
Board must be present at the meeting at which the Tribal Council will review
the letters of interest and résumés; provided, however, that the Tribal Council
may for good cause waive this requirement. Any person who believes that
good cause exists to not attend such meeting should contact the Executive
Secretary to the Tribal Council, who will share the information with the Tribal
Council. Please note that the Tribal Council has not yet established the
meeting date at which it will consider appointments to the Board.

COMPENSATION. Alternate Members may be compensated as
independent contractors for service to the Board, at rates established by the
Tribal Council, only if seated at a Board meeting in the absence of a Board
Member. In addition, Alternate Members are entitled to reimbursement for
mileage when using their personal vehicle to attend meetings and for other
Board business in accordance with the Band’s Travel Policy.

Email: Jessica.Swisher@Pokagonband-nsn.gov

ELIGIBILITY. All persons who wish to serve as an Alternate Member of the
Board must: (a) be a Pokagon Band Citizen; (b) be at least twenty-five (25)
years of age; and (c) possess expertise, knowledge, skills, and professional
and personal experience which will contribute to the fulfillment of the
purposes and duties of the Board.

ETHICS REQUIREMENTS. As Public Officials, Alternate Members are
subject to the Pokagon Band Code of Ethics. A copy of the Code of Ethics
may be obtained from the Band’s website at www.pokagonband-nsn.gov/
government/codes-and-ordinances
HOW TO APPLY. Pokagon Band citizens who wish to be considered for
appointment to the Board, either as a Board Member or Alternate Member,
must submit a letter of interest (identifying whether you are seeking a Board
Member or Alternate Member position) along with a current résumé, by one
of the following three methods:
Mail:

Jessica Swisher, Tribal Council Administrative Assistant
P.O. Box 180
Dowagiac, Michigan

Fax:

(269) 782-9625
Attn: Jessica Swisher, Tribal Council Administrative Assistant

Please note that if you have previously sought appointment to the Board
pursuant to any previous posting, and you are still interested in seeking
appointment to the Board, you must reapply as provided in this Notice.
DEADLINE. This posting will remain open until filled.
QUESTIONS. All questions concerning the Board, the Land Use and
Conservation Code, or this Notice may be directed to Steve Winchester,
Council Member and Land Use Board Chairman at (269) 591-0119 or Steve.
Winchester@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

Guidelines for Pokégnek Yajdanawa Submissions
Enrolled citizens of the Pokagon Band are encouraged to submit original
letters, stories, pictures, poetry, and announcements for publication in Pokégnek
Yajdanawa. Submissions shall be the views and product of the submitting member.
Submissions written by or to a third-party, such as the governor or a congressman,
and copied to Pokégnek Yajdanawa are not original.
Anonymous or “name withheld” submissions will not be published. Members
shall include their tribal enrollment number, full name, and mailing address
with all newsletter submissions. Tribal enrollment number and mailing address
will be used for verification purposes and will not be published, unless member
specifically requests to have it published.
Newsletter staff will contact members should any reason arise that may delay or
prevent posting of newsletter submissions. To ensure timely communication with
members regarding their newsletter submissions, members may choose to provide
additional contact information such as a phone number or e-mail address. Phone
numbers, e-mail addresses, and other provided contact information will not be
published, unless member specifically requests to have it published.

Not all submissions are guaranteed publication upon submission. Newsletter
staff reserves the right to refuse submissions based on the following criteria;
1. False, misleading, or defamatory;
2. Discriminatory, sexist, racist, demeaning, insulting, or otherwise
offensive to another;
3. Threatening, harassing, intimidating, or otherwise may tend
to produce fear;
4. Profane, obscene, pornographic, indecent, or patently offensive
to the average user;
5. Disruptive to the office, undermining of the Band’s or a supervisor’s authority,
or impairing of working relationships; and
6. Absolutely no political campaigning is allowed.
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Notice of Open Alternate Position | Tribal Art Review Committee
POSITION DESCRIPTION. The Pokagon Band Tribal Council is seeking
letters of interest from Pokagon Band Citizens to fill a vacancy of the
Pokagon Band Tribal Arts Review Committee. There is (1) one alternate
position vacant. The Tribal Art Review Committee is responsible for
procurement of artwork from tribal citizens for various tribal venues and
events as well as mounting several art shows annually. The Tribal Art Review
Committee meets on the first Monday of the month at the Community
Center then following month the Committee meets on the first Saturday
at Four Winds New Buffalo. Including meeting preparation, other Tribal
Art Review Committee business, and time spent at meetings, members will
spend approximately 5 hours per month fulfilling their responsibilities. The
responsibilities of the Alternate include:

(c) Be at lease eighteen (18) years of age;
(d) Be available to attend monthly meetings; and
(e) Be able to travel for meetings.

(a) Read and review all documents and other information provided to
Committee Members;

HOW TO APPLY. Pokagon Band citizens who wish to be considered for
appointment to the Board, either as a Board Member or Alternate Member,
must submit a letter of interest (identifying whether you are seeking a Board
Member or Alternate Member position) along with a current résumé, by one
of the following three methods:

(b) Attend Committee meetings;
(c) Actively participate in the work of the Committee;

APPOINTMENT PROCESS. Tribal Art Review Committee members are
appointed to office by the Tribal Council. There is currently one vacant seat
on the Tribal Arts Review Committee that will be filled by Tribal Council
appointment for an unlimited term of office.
Please note that if you have previously sought appointment to the Tribal Art
Review Committee pursuant to any previous posting announcing a vacancy,
and you are still interested in seeking appointment to the Tribal Art Review
Committee, you must reapply as provided in this notice.

Mail:

Jessica Swisher, Tribal Council Administrative Assistant
P.O. Box 180
Dowagiac, Michigan

(e) Work towards fulfilling the Committee’s purpose and Work Plan;

Fax:

(f) Execute and return to the Tribal Council Chairperson, the Committee
Member Commitment Pledged; and

(269) 782-9625
Attn: Jessica Swisher, Tribal Council Administrative Assistant

Email: Jessica.Swisher@Pokagonband-nsn.gov

(g) Perform such other duties as maybe be specified by the Committee,
required under Pokagon Band Law or as expressly directed by the
Tribal Council.

Questions concerning the Tribal Art Review Committee or this Notice maybe
directed to Angie Rice, Committee Chairwoman, by phone at (574) 9931798 or by email at Angela.Rice@pokagonband-nsn.gov.

COMPENSATION. Tribal Art Review Committee Alternates are eligible to
receive mileage for traveling to meetings. (If the Alternate is recognized and
seated as a Committee Member for that meeting will receive the amount of
75.00 for that meeting.)

DEADLINE. This posting will remain open until filled.

(d) Provide thoughtful input to the deliberations of the Committee;

ELIGIBILITY. All persons who wish to serve as a member of the Tribal Art
Review Committee must:
(a) be a Pokagon Band Citizen;
(b) be in the local area; and

ETHICS REQUIREMENTS. As Public Officials, members are subject to the
Pokagon Band Code of Ethics. A copy of the Code of Ethics may be obtained
from the Band’s website at www.pokagonband-nsn.gov/government/codesand-ordinances
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Notice of Open Alternate Positions | Pokagon Promise
POSITION DESCRIPTION. The Pokagon Band Tribal Council is seeking
letter of interest from Pokagon Band Citizens to fill 1 seat on the Pokagon
Promise Committee (1 Alternate). The Pokagon Promise Committee is
responsible for assuring that Traditional Native American philosophy be a
part of all Departments of the Pokagon Band. A main goal is to assure a level
playing field between community institutions and the Band. The Pokagon
Promise Committee meets the third Monday of the month at 5:30 p.m. at
the Administration Building. Including meeting preparation, other Pokagon
Promise Committee business, and time spent at meetings, members will
spend approximately 2 hours per month to fulfill their responsibilities. The
responsibilities of the positions being filled include:
(a) One position is open on this committee. Members must have sufficient
background to be able to contribute to development of programs and
services within the Tribe. As important is the melding of Native services
with those in the broader community.
(b) The position is an Alternate position to fill in when a quorum cannot be
established.
COMPENSATION. Pokagon Promise Committee members are compensated as independent contractors in the amount of $75.00 per meeting unless
the individual holds Chairperson position ($112.50 or Secretary position
$93.75). In addition, Pokagon Promise Committee members are entitled to
reimbursement for mileage when using personal vehicles to attend meetings
and for other Pokagon Promise Committee business.

APPOINTMENT PROCESS. Pokagon Promise Committee members are
appointed to office by the Tribal Council. There is currently 1 seat on the
Pokagon’s Promise Committee.
Please note that if you have previously sought appointment to the Pokagon
Promise Committee pursuant to any previous posting announcing a vacancy,
and you are still interested in seeking appointment to the Pokagon’s Promise
Committee you must reapply as provided in this notice.
HOW TO APPLY. Please submit letters of interest along with a current
resume to:
Mail:

Kelly Curran, Tribal Council Executive Secretary
P.O. Box 180
Dowagiac, Michigan

Questions concerning the Pokagon Promise Committee or this Notice may
be directed to Kelly Curran at (888) 376-9988 or by e-mail at Kelly.Curran@
pokagonband-nsn.gov.
DEADLINE. This posting will remain open until filled.
ETHICS REQUIREMENTS. Pokagon Promise Committee members are
subject to the Pokagon Band Code of Ethics. A copy of the Code of Ethics
may be obtained by contacting Kelly Curran, Tribal Council Executive Secretary at (888) 376- 9988 or by visiting the Band’s website.

ELIGIBILITY. To serve as a member of the Pokagon Promise Committee, a
Band member must be a tribal citizen in good standing.

Department of Education

Win a Kindle Fire
Submit a photo of you using your Discovery Kit or write
a small article about how you used your Kit. Be creative.
One female and one male winner will be selected. The
winning photos or articles will be published in the
tribal newsletter, Pokégnek Yajdanawa.
Entries must be received by Friday, August 5, 2016.
Please send your entries to:
Department of Education
P.O. Box 180
Dowagiac, MI 49047
or e-mail to susan.doyle@pokagonband-nsn.gov

gyankobjegémen

stay connected

pokagon.com
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free
legal aid }

For Pokagon Band Citizens

Do you need advice or assistance with a legal issue?
The Pokagon Band has arranged for Michigan Indian Legal Services (MILS) and
Indiana Legal Services (ILS) to provide free legal services to Pokagon citizens (and
in some cases, spouses of Pokagon citizens) regarding certain types of legal issues:
• Guardianships and Conservatorships
• Power of Attorney (Medical and/or Financial)
• Simple Wills
• Real Estate Matters
• Landlord Tenant Matters
• General civil matter legal advice
• Expungements (misdemeanor and low-level felony) in Indiana only
• Specialized Driving Permits in Indiana only

For questions about Michigan or Pokagon Band law, contact
Michigan Indian Legal Services
(800) 968-6877
An MILS attorney will be at the Pokagon Community Center at least one day a
week. Please call for an appointment.
For questions about Indiana law, contact
Indiana Legal Services
401 East Colfax, Suite 116
South Bend, Indiana
(574) 234-8121 | (800) 288-8121
Please call for an appointment Monday through Friday 9:00 am – 3:00 pm.

Except for criminal matters in Pokagon Tribal Court, there are no asset or income restrictions for Pokagon Band citizens receiving this free legal service. Not all legal
services provided include representation in court, in some instances the available legal services are limited to document review, document preparation, and/or providing
legal advice.

Breastfeeding Classes
August 26 | 1:00 – 3:00 pm
Pokagon Health Services
Multi purpose Room

department of education

early childhood education
project launch
pokagon health services

Gwikwé’amen

PHS is holding two breastfeeding classes this year and they
are open to anyone, including grandmothers, grandfathers,
parents, etc., who would like additional information regarding
breastfeeding. The class will cover the importance of
breastfeeding, benefits, studies, the how to and much more.
Everyone who completes the program will recieve a free Pack 'n
Play. Space is limited so you must RSVP to attend.

Béshkwéthithêk Mawtheshnëwen
Saturday, August 20, 2016
11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Community Center

27043 Potawatomi Trail | Dowagiac, MI 49047

Expectant families, caregivers or other interested individuals are welcome
to join us for an exclusive parenting event about cultural teachings, key
parenting topics, and much more! Lunch is provided.
Registration opens July 18.
For more information, please contact Autumn Laraway: (269) 462-4327 or
Autumn.Laraway@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

Contact Elizabeth Leffler at (269) 462- 4406 office
for more information.
gyankobjegémen

gyankobjegémen

pokagon.com

pokagon.com

stay connected

Events may be cancelled due to inclement weather. Please refer to the Pokagon Band
website or Facebook page for weather related updates.

stay connected
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Review the Elders programs and policies
Emergency Assistance Program
Funding for this program is limited; Pokagon Elders 55 years and older must
exhaust all other Pokagon Band assistance programs before seeking this emergency
assistance. If you have received assistance from other programs of the year you
will not qualify for this program. The program does not go by elders’ income if
funded exclusively through fund raising activities of the Elders Council. This does
not cover utilities, rent or back rent payments, mortgages payments any type of
insurance payments, and automobile repair. Emergency Assistance will not exceed
$500 per elder or elder household each year. Additionally, certain documents must
be submitted with a completed application. Elders Council reviews the application
and all required documents whether an elder is eligible or denied. Elders wish to
apply should review the entire policy, available at Elders Hall.
Elders Trip Policy
Pokagon Elders 55 and older are eligible to participate in trips. The spouse of an
elder may accompany the elder on the trip, regardless of whether the spouse is a
tribal citizen or an elder.You must be self-sufficient or accompanied by a spouse
who is able to provide all necessary assistance, participate in all activities and
functions scheduled. Single elders will be paired up with female/female or male/
male. All the trips require deposits to confirm your spot. Elders are welcome to
review the entire policy, available at Elders Hall or at www.pokagonband-nsn.gov/
government/elders-council/upcoming-elders-events-and-projects.

BOYS with braids

saturday, August 20

Michigan Indian Elders Association (M.I.E.A.) Policy
Conferences are held three times a year April, July and October. Before being
eligible to attend these conferences Pokagon Elders are required to attend four
business meetings, which are scheduled every first Thursday of the month. Must
be self-sufficient or accompanied by a spouse who is able to provide all necessary
assistance. Must attend the entire M.I.E.A conference during scheduled times and
pay a deposit to confirm your spot. The MIEA policy can be picked up at the
Elders Hall or viewed www.pokagonband-nsn.gov/government/elders-council/
upcoming-elders-events-and-projects.
Elders Calendar
Pokagon Band Elders Council makes a calendar each year showing activities or
events throughout the year. We try to get in as many faces of our elders and new
faces for this memory calendar for you to enjoy.You are welcome to contribute
new pictures but they may not necessarily be used.

department of education

Elders Health + Wellness

3:00 pm–7:00 pm

pokagon community center | 27043 potawatomi trail | dowagiac MI 49047

Monday, Wednesday + Friday
11:00 – 11:45 am
Community Center

what

Boys with Braids is a gathering to share teachings about the sacredness of
hair, to foster a sense of pride for boys who choose to grow their hair long and to use
education as a means to increase self-confidence.

who

Males of youth, adult, and elder ages with long and short hair. All future and
former long-haired males and their supportive friends and family. Teachers, social
workers, coaches and leaders will also be invited to attend and learn more about
Neshnabé culture.

Chair aerobics
Whether seated, supported by a chair or standing free, participants engage
in strength training, flexibility, and balance exercises while benefiting from
a cardio workout.

3:00 pm Welcome Song + Event Presentation
5:00 pm Sacramento Knox Native Motivational Speaker

Cardio drumming

5:45 pm Prayer and Feast

Feast sponsored by Nottawaseppi Huron Band of
the Potawatomi Huron Band Cultural and Historical
Preservation Office.

Express yourself, release stress and aggression, and sweat and sing along.
Anybody can do it, there is no right or wrong way to do cardio drumming.
Standing or sitting cardio drumming is for everyone. All classes are to
accommodate to our Pokagon Elders
gyankobjegémen

children
so
ing
elp

ar

Event sponsored by Pokagon Band LAUNCH Program,
Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Departments of Language
& Culture + Education, Nottawaseppi Huron Band of
the Potawatomi Cultural & Historic Preservation Office
+ Education Office.

h

6:45 pm Honor Song and Dance

PR JECT
L AUNCH

stay connected

pokagon.com

Events may be cancelled due to inclement weather.
Please refer to the Pokagon Band website or Facebook page for weather related updates.

gyankobjegémen
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Pokagon Band of Potawatomi

Pokagon Band of Potawatomi
Pokagon Health Services

Traditional Healing Services
Our ancestors had their own methods of healing, given to them by the Creator,
using plants and other natural elements. In fact, many medicines widely used
today are derived from plants.
Patients of Pokagon Health Services can now take advantage of these on their
wellness journey by meeting with a traditional healer at PHS. Keith Smith of
the Red Lake Band of Ojibwe has spent 25 years learning traditional medicine
practices from elders, teachers and advisors.
To meet with him for the following services, please call (269) 782-4141
to schedule your appointment.
• Herbal and plant-based treatments
• Health education
• Disease prevention
• Sweat lodges
• Naming, and other culturally significant services
Please remember to bring sema (tobacco) to pass when meeting with the
traditional healer.

Manistee River Sunrise by A Kamphuis

at Pokagon Health Services

Department of Language & Culture +
Tribal Police Conservation Department

Can you Survive in

Soutdoors?

Want to find out if you could make it
through one day of traditional traveling?
Discover the answer
august 17—19, 2016
Language & Culture and the Tribal Police Conservation Department is hosting a Traditional Travels
Canoe Trip on the Manistee River near Mesick, MI August 17–19. This adventure consists of two
nights spent rustic tent camping (no electricity or running water) at Seaton Creek Campground. One
full day will be spent canoeing down the Manistee River. During our stay the young men will receive
teachings such as plant identification, survival skills and proper canoeing skills. Other activities
consist of swimming and fishing.
This event, with only 10 spots available, is open to young men between the ages of 13 –18.
Participants will be required to follow all safety guidelines, rules, and regulations.

Register online: pokagonband-nsn.gov/form/michigan-college-visit-registration

RSVP by contacting Daniel.Stohrer@PokagonBand-nsn.gov or by calling the Department of Language
& Culture at (269) 462- 4325.

gyankobjegémen

stay connected

Events may be cancelled due to inclement weather.
Please refer to the Pokagon Band website or Facebook page for weather related updates.

pokagon.com

gyankobjegémen

stay connected
Events may be cancelled due to inclement weather. Please refer to the Pokagon Band website or Facebook page
for weather related updates.

pokagon.com

Join Marcy Herbert, Pokagon Band dietician, for
a healthy lunch Wednesday, August 17 as she
discusses topics around nutrition.
All healthy lunch presentations are 12:00 pm to 1:00 pm in
the kitchen of the Commodities Building
58650 Sink Road
Dowagiac, MI 49047
Pokagon Band of Potawatomi
Pokagon Health Services

HEALTHY LUNCH

For more information and to RSVP, contact Marcy
Herbert at (269) 782-2472 or marcy.herbert@
pokagonband-nsn.gov.

gyankobjegémen

stay connected

pokagon.com

language

language
Italian Turkey Stuffed Cabbage
Spanish Rice
Garden Salad
Fruit
Whole Grain Roll

30

Ham and Scalloped Potatoes
Butternut Squash
Spinach Salad
Yogurt and Fruit Cup
Whole Grain Roll

Beer Battered Haddock
Baked Potato
Broccoli
Coleslaw
Whole Grain Roll

31

Salmon Patty
Mac and Cheese
Brussels Sprouts
Veggie Tray
Fruit
Whole Grain Roll

24

BBQ Chicken
Mashed Potatoes and Gravy
Broccoli
Cucumber Salad
Whole Grain Roll

Cod Fillet
Rice Pilaf
Carrots
Garden Salad
Yogurt Fruit Cup

23

17

business meeting

social lunch

Salad Bar

BBQ Pork on a
Whole Grain Bun
Bakes Chips
Baked Beans
Relish and Veggie Tray
Peanut Butter Cookie

26

Bean Soup
Ham and Cheese Sandwich
Veggie and Relish Tray
Jell-O W/ Strawberries

19

12

Smoked Salmon
Sweet Potatoes
Brussels Sprouts
Coleslaw
Whole Grain Roll
Dessert

5

friday

august

Turkey Pot Pie Topped
W/ Biscuits
Garden Salad
Cottage Cheese and
Peaches

25

Swedish Meatballs and
Gravy over Mashed Potatoes
Green Beans
Waldorf Salad
Whole Grain Roll

18

Sloppy Joes
Baked Beans
Tator Tots
Garden Salad
Pickle Tray

11

Buffalo Sloppy Joes
Baked Chips
Relish Tray
Fruit Salad
Birthday Cake

4

thursday

PLEASE CALL THE DAY BEFORE if you are not a regular attendee for meals. (269) 782-0765 or (800) 859-2717. Meals subject to change. Meal service begins at
12:00 Noon. Note: milk, tea, coffee, water, and Crystal Light beverages served with every meal. Also, lettuce, tomato, and onion served with sandwiches and burgers.
Business meetings are held at the Community Center. Business and social luncheons are potlucks. Please bring a dish to pass.

Buffalo Burger on a Bun
Macaroni Salad
Relish and Veggie Tray
Fruit
Dessert

29

Sausage, Sauerkraut, and
Mashed Potatoes W/ Gravy
Tomato Salad
Pumpkin Pie
Cornbread

22

Buffalo Stuffed Peppers
Au Gratin Potatoes
Spinach
Fruit Salad
Whole Grain Roll

language

Pizza Day

16

Potato Soup
Low Sodium Turkey Sandwich
Baked Chips
Relish and Pickle Tray
Strawberries

Chicken (from Family Fair)
Potato Salad
Green Beans
Garden Salad
Whole Grain Roll

15

10

9

language

8

3
Tuna, Pea, Egg, and Shell
Noodles
Cold Plate
Wheat Crackers
Veggie Tray
Jell-O W/ Fruit

2

wednesday

Roasted Chicken
Baked Potato
Collard Greens
Broccoli Slaw
Peaches
Whole Grain Roll

language

tuesday

Buffalo, Broccoli, Mushrooms
over Brown Rice
Fortune Cookie
Tomato Salad
Whole Grain Roll

1

monday

Elders Lunch Menu | Minké gises August

August 2016
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Per Capita News

Per Capita Important Dates

The Enrollment Office needs the following individuals to update their addresses so
that these payments can be mailed. If there is an X in the column(s) by your name,
you have either a Christmas check and/or per capita payments due to you. Please
contact Beth Edelberg in the Enrollment Office at (269) 782-1763 or Kim Boswell
in the Finance Department at (269) 462-4209.
Name

Christmas 2015

Monthly Per Cap

Deadline to receive
Changes/updates/additions
Received by
Finance Department

Checks mailed out on

Check date
Direct deposits in accounts

Friday, January 15, 2016

Thursday, January 28, 2016

Friday, January 29, 2016

Monday, February 15, 2016

Thursday, February 25, 2016

Friday, February 26, 2016

Monday, March 14, 2016

Wednesday, March 23 2016

Thursday, March 24, 2016

Friday, April 15, 2016

Thursday, April 28, 2016

Friday, April 29, 2016

Friday, May 13, 2016

Thursday, May 26, 2016

Friday, May 27, 2016

Kailyn A. Currey

x

Zachary D. Currey

x

Austin L. Northrup

x

Michael L. Starrett

x

John Watson

x

Peter J. Ramirez

x

Wednesday, June 15, 2016

Wednesday, June 29, 2016

Thursday, June 30, 2016

Bobby M. Haynes, Jr

x

Friday, July 15, 2016

Thursday, July 28, 2016

Friday, July 29, 2016

Monday, August 15, 2016

Thursday, August 30, 2016

Friday, August 31, 2016

Thursday, September 15, 2016

Thursday, September 29, 2016

Friday, September 30, 2016

Friday, October 14, 2016

Thursday, October 27, 2016

Friday, October 28, 2016

Tuesday, November 1, 2016*

Tuesday, November 22, 2016

Wed, November 23, 2016

You can update your address on the PokagonBand-nsn.gov website under Citizens > Enrollment or
phone (269) 782 -1763 for an address form by mail.

Attention 18 to 20 Year Olds | Per Capita Information
Attention all high school seniors who are graduating from high school or
individuals who may be completing their G.E.D. If you are at least 18 years old
and have achieved either of these you are now eligible to receive your monthly per
capita payments. The following documents are needed to begin processing your per
capita payments:
• A copy of your Diploma directed to the Enrollment office.
• Make sure your mailing address is up to date with the Enrollment office.
• Fill out a form for Direct Deposit and send to finance department-per capita.
You may choose to have your payments either direct deposited in your banking
institution or a PNC pay card.
All the forms are available on the Pokagon Band website www.pokagonband-nsn.
gov.You may mail, fax or email your documents. The address to mail to is:
Pokagon Band of Potawatomi
Attn: Enrollment Office
P O Box 180
Dowagiac, MI 49047
FAX: (269) 782-1964
Email: beth.edelberg@pokagonband-nsn.gov
The document must be received by August 15 in order to make it on the
September 2016 check run. Anything received after August 15 will be processed
on the check run for October 2016. If you have any questions please call the direct
per capita phone line at (269) 462-4209 or (269) 462-4200 or toll free (800)
517-0777.

Thursday, December 1, 2016** Wednesday, December 28, 2016 Thursday, December 29, 2016
* Please note, in 2016, the November deadline for changes is November 1 and the December
deadline is December 1. This is due to time limitations on all the events that occur at this time
of the year.
**Date correction. Please be advised the date magnets that were mailed have incorrect dates. The
correct dates for December 2016 are as follows: check mailing date Wednesday, December 28 and
direct deposit date of Thursday, December 29.

Per Capita Direct Deposit & Tax Withholding Forms
For those tribal citizens receiving per capita checks in the mail and who do not
have direct deposit, enclosed with your check you will find a direct deposit and a
tax withholding form. These will be included with your check every month until
we achieve 100% direct deposits.
The tribe is currently having mandatory direct deposit for per capita checks. In
the case of individuals not being able to set up a bank account, the tribe is offering
a cash card on which the per capita checks will be loaded onto every month. We
are making efforts to give everyone a chance to set up a bank account of your
choice and on your own.
As always, the tax withholding form is not mandatory although highly suggested
as per capita payments are subject to federal and state taxes. The tribe only
withholds federal taxes with a completed form, state taxes are the responsibility of
the citizen.
If you have any questions, please call the direct per capita phone line at (269) 4624209 or (269) 462-4200 or toll free (800) 517-0777. The per capita phone line and
extension both have lengthy messages listing various per capita information. Please
leave a message and your call will be returned as soon as possible. Both of the above
stated forms are available online at www.Pokagonband-nsn.gov
Once you turn in a direct deposit form and as long as it is received by the 15th
of the month, the information will be entered into the system and the first month
is always a test run to the bank, so the check will still be mailed to you. The
following month, as long as no errors are received from the bank, will be direct
deposit. As earlier stated, you will continue to receive the two forms in with your
checks every month. If you have completed a form, no need to fill out another one.
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Tribal Council August Calendar of Events

Tribal Council September Calendar of Events

1
2
8
9
13
15
16
22
23
29
30

5
6
10
12
13
19
20
26
27

Tribal Council Special Session Meeting, Administration, 10 a.m.
Gaming Authority Closed Session, Four Winds New Buffalo, 10 a.m.
Tribal Council Special Session Meeting, Administration, 10 a.m.
Gaming Authority Closed Session, Four Winds New Buffalo, 10 a.m.
Tribal Council Meeting, Community Center, 10 a.m.
Tribal Council Special Session Meeting, Administration, 10 a.m.
Gaming Authority Closed Session, Four Winds Hartford, 10 a.m.
Tribal Council Special Session Meeting, Administration, 10 a.m.
Gaming Authority Closed Session, Four Winds New Buffalo, 10 a.m.
Tribal Council Special Session Meeting, Administration, 10 a.m.
Gaming Authority Closed Session, Four Winds New Buffalo, 10 a.m.

Can’t get to Elders Council business meetings?
Participate via webcast
Business meetings are held the first Thursday of every month at the Community
Center in Dowagiac. For your convenience the meetings are now broadcast on
the internet to listen in on what is going on with the Elders. If you are able to
take advantage of this—please do!—Elders business meetings are called to order at
11:00 a.m.Visit the Pokagon website to access the webcasting: www.pokagonbandnsn.gov/citizens/web-casting. Any questions, please call Stanley Morseau, Elders
Chairman, (269) 783-6828.

Pokagon Band of Potawatomi
Department of Social Services | Pokagon LAUNCH Parent Group
Department of Education | Early Childhood Education

Pokagon
Play Group

Government offices closed in observation of Labor Day
Gaming Authority Closed Session, Four Winds New Buffalo, 10 a.m.
Tribal Council Meeting, Community Center, 10 a.m.
Tribal Council Special Session Meeting, Administration, 10 a.m.
Gaming Authority Closed Session, Four Winds New Buffalo, 10 a.m.
Tribal Council Special Session Meeting, Administration, 10 a.m.
Gaming Authority Closed Session, Four Winds Hartford, 10 a.m.
Tribal Council Special Session Meeting, Administration, 10 a.m.
Gaming Authority Closed Session, Four Winds New Buffalo, 10 a.m.

Please check the website, www.pokagonband-nsn.gov, or call (888) 782 -2426
before attending to confirm that a meeting has not been cancelled.

Don’t forget our social lunches held every third Thursday of the month. On
these days we may have holiday parties, special events, or games. Every weekday
a hot lunch is served at the Elders Hall.You are welcome to come to meet new
elders you may not know or visit your friends.

5th

annual

A Healthy Step
with Education
Saturday, August 6, 2016
10:00 a.m .– 3:00 p.m.
Pokagon Health Services

Every first Tuesday + every third Thursday
Location to be determined

Join other parents and children ages 0 - 8 for an opportunity to engage with one
another in play and learning activities.

T

he Department of Health Services and the Department of Education invite you to
the fifth annual A Healthy Step with Education. This day will be filled with health
education, screenings, PreK – 12 program registration and activities. This event is for the
whole family, birth to elder. It is open to all tribal citizens, employees and their families.
• Department of Education’s
2016 –2017 registration
• Visions screenings
• Activities with local fire
departments
• Ambulance

•
•
•
•
•
•

Cultural craft
Free massages
Free hair cuts
Cultural healer
Cultural activity
Caricature

•
•
•
•
•

Biking
Bounce house
Games
Lunch
And much more

Please come and join in the fun.
Questions? Contact Liz Leffler at (269) 462-4406 or Susan Doyle at (269) 782-0887.

Register online: pokagonband-nsn.gov/form/michigan-college-visit-registration
Events may be cancelled due to inclement weather.
Please refer to the Pokagon Band website or Facebook page for weather related updates.

Children must be accompanied by an adult.

gyankobjegémen

stay connected

pokagon.com

Events may be cancelled due to inclement weather.
Please refer to the Pokagon Band website or Facebook page for weather related updates.
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Tribal Council Directory

Tribal Office Directory
Administration
Information Technology
58620 Sink Rd.
(269) 782-8998
Toll Free (800) 517-0777
FAX (269) 782-6882
Commodities
(269) 782-3372
Toll Free (888) 281-1111
FAX (269) 782-7814
Communications
58620 Sink Rd.
(269) 782-8998
Compliance
58620 Sink Rd.
(269) 782-8998
Chi Ishobak
27043 Potawatomi Trail
(269) 783-4157
Education
58620 Sink Rd.
(269) 782-0887
Toll Free (888) 330-1234
FAX (269) 782-0985
Elders Program
53237 Townhall Rd.
(269) 782-0765
Toll Free (800) 859-2717
FAX (269) 782-1696
Elections
58620 Sink Rd.
(269) 782-9475
Toll Free (888) 782-9475
Enrollment
58620 Sink Rd.
(269) 782-1763
FAX (269) 782-1964
Facilities
57824 East Pokagon Trail
(269) 783-0443
FAX (269) 783-0452
Finance
58620 Sink Rd.
(269) 782-8998
Toll Free (800) 517-0777
FAX (269) 782-1028

(888) 376-9988
Pokagon Health Services
58620 Sink Road
(269) 782-4141
Toll Free (888) 440-1234

Chairman
John P. Warren
(269) 214 -2610
John.Warren@pokagonband-nsn.gov

Member at large
Michaelina Martin
(269) 783-9260
Micky.Martin@pokagonband-nsn.gov

Housing & Community
Development
57824 East Pokagon Trail
(269) 783-0443
FAX (269) 783-0452

Vice-chairman
Robert Moody, Jr
(269) 783-9379
Bob.Moody@pokagonband-nsn.gov

Member at large
Andy Jackson
(269) 783-9340
Andy.Jackson@pokagonband-nsn.gov

Human Resources
58620 Sink Rd.
(269) 782-8998
FAX (269) 782-4253

Treasurer
Eugene Magnuson
(269) 783-9297
Eugene.Magnuson@pokagonband-nsn.gov

Member at large
Roger Rader
(269) 783-9039
Roger.Rader@pokagonband-nsn.gov

Secretary
Mark Parrish
(269) 783 -6052
Mark.Parrish@pokagonband-nsn.gov

Member at large
Matt Wesaw
(517) 719-5579
Matthew.Wesaw@pokagonband-nsn.gov

Language & Culture
58653 Sink Rd.
(269) 462-4325
Mno-Bmadsen
415 E. Prairie Ronde St.
(269) 783-4111
Natural Resources
32142 Edwards St.
(269) 782-9602
FAX (269) 783-0452
Social Services
58620 Sink Rd.
(269) 782-8998
Toll Free (800) 517-0777
FAX (269) 782-4295
South Bend Area Office
3733 Locust Street
South Bend, IN 46614
(574) 282-2638
Toll Free (800) 737-9223
FAX (574) 282-2974
(269) 782-8998
Tribal Council
58620 Sink Rd.
(269) 782-6323
Toll Free (888) 376-9988
FAX (269) 782-9625
Tribal Court
58620 Sink Rd.
(269) 783-0505/
FAX (269) 783-0519
Tribal Police
58155 M-51 South
(269) 782-2232
Toll Free (866) 399-0161
FAX (269) 782-7988

Head Start
58620 Sink Rd.
(269) 783-0026/
(866) 250-6573
FAX (269) 782-9795

Member at large
Steve Winchester
(269) 591-0119
Steve.Winchester@pokagonband-nsn.gov
Member at large
Becky Price
(269) 783-6212
Becky.Price@pokagonband-nsn.gov

Elders Representative
Judy Winchester
(269) 783-6240
Judy.Winchester@pokagonband-nsn.gov
Executive Secretary
Kelly Curran
(269) 591- 0604
Kelly.Curran@pokagonband-nsn.gov

Elders Council Directory

Elders Hall (800) 859-2717 or (269) 782-0765
Chair
Stanley Morseau
(269) 783-6828

Treasurer
Clarence White
(269) 876-1118

Vice Chair
Maxine Margiotta
(269) 783-6102

Member at Large
Cathy Ford
(269) 783-9380

Secretary
Judy Augusta

Senior Youth Council Directory
Chairman
Michael Gamache
Michael.Gamache@pokagonband-nsn.gov

Member at large
Mahogan Shepard
Mahogan.Shepard@pokagonband-nsn.gov

Treasurer
Ronald Puruleski
Ronald.Puruleski@pokagonband-nsn.gov

Member at large
Skyler Daisy
Skyler.Daisy@pokagonband-nsn.gov

Secretary
Vacant

Rebecca Williamst
Youth Culture Coordinator
(269) 462-4325

Junior and Senior Youth Council Members Wanted
Both Senior and Junior Youth Councils are open to any Pokagon youngster.
Anyone can join, and eventually run for the executive board. Besides the
age divisions, there are differences between the two groups. The Junior
Youth Council provides a voice for native youth between the ages of 12
and 18. The Council promotes the development of future tribal leaders
through educational attainment and Potawatomi language, culture, pride,
and identity. The Junior Youth Council also coordinates community service
projects and provides opportunities for native youth to interact for fun
and friendship.

The Senior Youth Council provides a voice for Pokagon citizens between
the ages of 18 and 24. The Senior Youth Council also coordinates
community service projects and provides opportunities for Pokagon young
adults to interact for fun and friendship. The Council mobilizes members
toward positive goals, promotes the development of future tribal leaders and
educates native youth about tribal government.

Minké gises August Citizen Announcements
Marie Smith, daughter of Brian and
Julianne Klemm Smith, graduated from
Racine Lutheran High School in Racine,
Wisconsin, in May. Marie is registered
to attend the University of Wisconsin
Milwaukee this fall to major in criminal
justice. She turned 18 at the end of
February of this year and is working at
Amazon in Kenosha, WI this summer.
Family is having a graduation celebration
in July. We are very proud of Marie for
getting through a very tough academic
senior year. Congratulations, Marie!

INVENTORY
LIQUIDATION SALE
Great items. Great prices.
furniture, appliances, kitchenware, books, t-shirts, pow
wow memorabilia, home decor, other misc. goods

Silent auction: appliances and more

Sale inside, rain or shine.
August 1–2 | Tribal families + Staff
August 3–5 | Open to the Public
8:00 am–4:00 pm
In the back of the National Copper Bldg on Louise Avenue
Pokagon Band of Potawatomi | 415 Prairie Ronde St. Dowagiac, MI

www.PokagonBand-nsn.gov

Ryan Smith, son of Brian and Julianne Klemm Smith;
graduated from Union Grove Elementary/Middle
School, in Union Grove, Wisconsin. Ryan received
the Gold President’s Award for Education Excellence,
signed by President Obama. He was one of 18 students
in the top of his class to receive the award. His excellent
grades also brought him a partial scholarship to attend
Prairie High School School in Racine, Wisconsin. Ryan
is an active participant in basketball and looks forward
to becoming part of the high school team. We are very
proud of you Ryan! Congratulations!

Strengthening Families
Through Tradition
Conference

Bodéwadmi Consortium
(NHBP, Gun Lake, Pokagon)

WMU Fetzer Center
August 12, 13, & 14
From 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Youth ages 0–8 and their families are invited to join us for
Traditional Teachings including Hoop Dancing featuring
Nakotah LaRance, Old-Time Drum & Dance, Mens &
Womens dance styles, Beading and Regalia Making.
To register, www.pokagonband-nsn.gov/form/strengtheningfamilies-through-tradition-conference-registration
by July 29 at 5:00 p.m.
Pokégnek Bodéwadmik Pokagon Band of Potawatomi

31st annual

Kee-Boon-Mein-Kaa Pow Wow

Saturday, September 3–Sunday, September 4, 2016

