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DO YOU NEED HELP WITH YOUR 
WINTER HEATING BILLS?

The Social Services Department will start accepting applications for LIHEAP on 
November 5, 2009. Remember this program is designed to provide a one time heat-
ing assistance payment to help with the high energy costs during the winter months. 
The program is designed to assist members living within our service area; LaPorte, 
St. Joseph, Elkhart, Starke, Marshall and Kosciusko Counties in Indiana; and Cass, 
Berrien, Allegan, and Van Buren Counties in Michigan.

To apply call or come into the Social Services Department at 58620 Sink Road, 
Dowagiac.  

Phone number (269) 782-8998 or 1-800-517-0777 or you may fax information to 
(269) 782-4295. Information may also be found on the Pokagon website.

• Proof of all household income is needed:  
 1. Proof  of last 30 days of income, including Per Capita and/or
 2. Award letters from (SSI, RSDI, Elder’s Stipend, VA, etc…) and/or
 3. Child Support Received or paid or
 4. Completion of Zero Income Form if those above do not apply.

• Providers Bill.
• Tribal identification is also needed.

The Income Guidelines are as follows:

   Household Size  Income Limit
  1  23,446
  2  30,661
  3  37,875
  4  45,089
  5  52,304
  6  59,518

** For family units of more than 6 members, add 3% to 132% for each 
additional member, and multiply the new percentage by $45,089.

LIHEAP FY2010
The Pokagon Social Services Department announces for a fourth year the Pokagon 
Supplemental Heating Program, which will begin accepting application December 1, 
2009. This program will provide a credit of $250 per eligible household to help with 
high energy costs. The Supplemental Heating Program provides assistance to income-
eligible Pokagon Band households anywhere in the United States.  The Supplemental 
Heating Program is NOT limited to the 10-county service area. 

Please note: The Supplemental Heating Program is separate from the LIHEAP Pro-
gram.  The Supplemental Program has higher income guidelines and can be pro-
vided to more households.  Current LIHEAP recipients automatically qualify for the 
Supplemental Program, but are required to still submit documentation.

HOW TO APPLY: 
You can receive an application by calling the department at: (269) 782-8998 or 1-
800-517-0777, Fax # (269) 782-4295 or visit in person at: 58620 Sink Rd, Dowagiac, 
MI  49047. An application may also be obtained by visiting the Pokagon website and 
viewing the Department of Social Services information.

Items you will need to fill out the application:
Proof of all household income:   
proof  of income for last 30 days and/or
award letters (from SSI, RSDI, Elder’s Stipend, etc…) and/or
child support received or paid or
completed Zero Income Form (obtain from our office) if above do not apply

2.     Bill from your energy provider
3.     Tribal ID card 

       

1.
•
•
•
•

APPLICATIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED DECEMBER 1, 2009
The Income Guidelines are as follows:

   Household Size   Income Limit
             1      $36,000
             2        43,000
             3        50,000
             4        57,000
             5        64,000
      6 and above       71,000

Pokagon Supplemental Heating Program
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Pokégnek Yajdanawa  “The Pokagon’s Tell It”

Guidelines for Member Newsletter Submissions
Motioned by Tribal Council 4-20-05

Newsletter
Enrolled members of the Pokagon Band are encouraged to submit original let-
ters, stories, pictures, poetry, and announcements for posting in the Pokégnek 
Yajdanawa newsletter.  Newsletter submissions shall be the views and product 
of the submitting member.  Newsletter submissions written by or to a third-par-
ty, such as the governor or a congressman, and copied to Pokégnek Yajdanawa 
are not original.

Identification
Anonymous or “name withheld” submissions will not be published. Members 
shall include their tribal enrollment number, full name, and mailing address 
with all newsletter submissions.  Tribal enrollment number and mailing address 
will be used for verification purposes and will not be published, unless member 
specifically requests to have it published.

Communication
Newsletter staff will contact members should any reason arise that may delay or 
prevent posting of newsletter submissions.  To ensure timely communication 
with members regarding their newsletter submissions, members may choose 
to provide additional contact information such as a phone number or e-mail 
address.  Phone numbers, e-mail addresses, and other provided contact infor-
mation will not be published, unless member specifically requests to have it 
published. 

Etiquette
Not all submissions are guaranteed publication upon submission.  Newsletter 
staff reserves the right to refuse submissions based on the following criteria;
1.  False, misleading, or defamatory;
2.  Discriminatory, sexist, racist, demeaning, insulting, or otherwise offensive 
to another;
3.  Threatening, harassing, intimidating, or otherwise may tend to produce 
fear;
4.  Profane, obscene, pornographic, indecent, or patently offensive to the aver-
age user;
5.  Disruptive to the office, undermining of the Band’s or a supervisor’s 
authority, or   impairing of working relationships; and
6.  Absolutely no Political campaigning is allowed.

Where to send submissions:
Newsletter
C/O Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians
P.O. Box 180
Dowagiac, Michigan 49047
Or e-mail: newsletter@pokagonband-nsn.gov

South Bend  Area Office Schedule
Monday – Housing staff will be available to provide information on all Housing programs.

Tuesday  –1st Tuesday of the month: Health Services Social Worker
     2nd Tuesday of the month: Contract Health Services Processor
     3rd Tuesday of the month: Community Health Nurse
     4th Tuesday of the month: Community Health Representative
     Each Tuesday: Behavioral Health Counselor

 CHR, CHS, Foot Care, Diabetes Management and Prevention by appointment.
 
 Wednesday – Education staff will be available to assist with scholarship and WIA (Workforce 
Investment Act) applications.
 
  Friday – Social Services staff will be available to provide information and referral on welfare 
programs.  Applications for the Daycare program will be available.

Cigarette Sales

Cigarettes are being sold at the Tribal Administration offices. 
We currently sell a full line of Basic, Marlboro, and New Port    
brands. We also have a limited selection of Benson & Hedges, 
Camels, Doral, Kools, Merit, Misty, Pall Mall, Sonoma, USA Gold, 
and Winston. Sales are currently being handled by the receptionist 

on a daily basis (Monday-Friday) during normal business hours 
(8-5). You must be 18 years old or older and present your tribal I.D. 
at the time of purchase. We currently have a maximum of 5 cartons 

per month per tribal member (increased from 2 originally).

We are now accepting credit cards!

ENROLLMENT, IHS, SOCIAL SERVICES, 
HOUSING, EDUCATION OFFICES 
TO BE AT SATURDAY MEETINGS

In order to serve membership more efficiently, please 
note that the office representatives will be available at 
the monthly Saturday Membership Tribal Council Meet-
ings from 10:00 am – 2:00 pm.  At this time you will be 
able to receive your new enrollment cards, or discuss with 
the various office representatives. Please note that these 
meetings are generally held the second Saturday of the 
month.  However, please check the Calendar of Events in 
the Tribal Newsletter for the exact date every month.

The deadline for 
membership submissions for the 
January 2010 newsletter will be 

December 14, 2009. Send articles and 
announcements to:
Pokagon Newsletter

P.O. Box 180 
Dowagiac, MI 49047

newsletter@pokagonband-nsn.gov

Human Resources and Compliance 
have moved to the 

Administrative Health Building located at 
57365 M-51 South, Dowagiac, MI.

This is a temporary move until the new Tribal Complex 
is constructed by the end of this year. Contact info is 
updated on the Department Information. 
 

VETERANS COMMITTEE NEWS
The Veterans Committee has scheduled monthly 

meetings to be held on the 
1st Thursday of every month at 1:30PM at Elders Hall.

For more information, contact 
Butch Starrett @ 269-591-2601
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New Information 
on Per Capita 
Payments and 
Elder Stipend

On Tuesday, November 10, 2009; 
Tribal Council made the deci-
sion for those who have their per 
capita/elder stipend checks direct 
deposited into their account, you 
will no longer be receiving a paper 
copy of the check in the mail.  If 
for some reason you need a copy 
of your check for verification pur-
poses of receiving income for other 
programs, please call Julie Farver 
at 269-782-8998 or 800-517-0777 x 
241.

Also, great news for elders, Tribal 
Council also passed to continue 
paying the elder stipend.  Those 
payments will not be ending in 
March 2010 as projected.

To the right, you will find the 
payment schedule for 2010.  

Please post it on your refrigera-
tor for future reference.

PER CAPITA PAYMENT SCHEDULE 2010

EnrollID FirstName MiddleName LastName
0083  John  Dylan   Watson
0406  Michael Lynn   Hewitt
0433  Elizabeth Alexandra   Gray
0434  Thomas Charles  Abercrombie
0518  David  Francis  Wesaw
0857  Peter  John   Ramirez
1180  Joshua Scott   Perkins
1283  Jodi  Lynn   Burfield
1400  Nicholas Glen   Easley
1445  Michael David   Bush
1446  Bobby  Marcus  Haynes
1506  Michaela Lynne   Canard
1982  Chris  Lee   Diamond
2565  Michael James   Martin
2795  Edward F   Cushway
2805  Isabel  Marie   Campos
3959  Robert Paul   Helsel
3942  Francine Lee   Hamilton

Per Capita Updated List

The following is a list of members that have yet 
to verify their address with the Pokagon Band 
Enrollment office in regards to Per Capita Pay-
ment Distribution. If you or someone you know 
is on this list, please contact the Pokagon Band 
Enrollment Office to verify your mailing ad-
dress. 

Deadline to receive   Checks mailed out on  Check date
Changes/updates/additions      Direct deposits in accts
by Finance Department

Tuesday, December 15, 2009 Tues, Dec 29, 2009   Wed, Dec 30, 2009

Friday, January 15, 2010  Thurs, Jan 28, 2010  Fri, Jan 29, 2010

Monday, February 15, 2010 Thurs, Feb 25, 2010  Fri, Feb 26, 2010

Monday, March 15, 2010  Tues, Mar 30, 2010   Wed, Mar 31, 2010

Thursday, April 15, 2010  Thurs, Apr 29, 2010  Fri, Apr 30, 2010

Friday, May 14, 2010  Thurs, May 27, 2010  Fri, May 28, 2010

Tuesday, June 15, 2010  Tues, June 29, 2010  Wed, June 30, 2010

Thursday, July 15, 2010  Thurs, July 29, 2010  Fri, July 30, 2010

Monday, August 16, 2010  Mon, Aug 30, 2010   Tues, Aug 31, 2010

Wednesday, Sept. 15, 2010 Wed, Sept 29, 2010   Thurs, Sept 30, 2010

Friday, October 15, 2010  Thurs, Oct 28, 2010  Fri, Oct 29, 2010

Monday, November 15, 2010 Tues, Nov 23, 2010   Wed, Nov 24, 2010
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Walk the Path: Lake Erie
Program Extended 

Still not sure this is for you? To date we have 4 
members who have finished the 733 mile trek.  
We are happy to congratulate Minnie Barnes, 
Nancy Ketchum, Melissa Potter, and Alan Mor-
saw for their commitment to good health and 
their rapid pace to completion.   

It’s not too late to gear up, get a new pair of 
walking shoes, and rise to the challenge of tak-
ing our fourth virtual/pretend walk around  the 
Great Lake Erie.  This 733 mile virtual trek will 
start at Walpole Island First Nation and head 
east to the Mighty Niagara Falls and back again 
to Walpole Island.  Our goal is to emphasize a 
healthy lifestyle and promote exercise/activity 
to help stop or control diabetes. It is not too 
late to join. Just start recording your miles to 
complete this “virtual” walk.  In addition, you 
will receive fun incentives at designated stops 
along the way. 

Call Susan at 888-440-1234 or 782-4141 to reg-
ister, get your T-shirt, pedometer, and start the 
program at your earliest convenience.

Arthur L. Culpepper  was born in Birmingham, Alabama. His father was 
a Drill Instructor in the United States Army and mother was a beautician. 
The family moved to Ft. Hood, Texas where Arthur attended kindergarten, 
then moved to San Antonio, Texas where he spent his grade school and high 
school years.

Arthur attended Theodore Roosevelt High School (along with his sisters) 
during the 1980s. He moved to Abilene, Texas to attend college (Abilene 
Christian University).

Since then he has lived and worked in Santa Fe and Las Cruces, New Mexi-
co; Wrentham, Massachusetts (40 miles outside of Boston); Searcy, Arkansas 
and currently resides in Mishawaka, Indiana.

His interests are broad and varied. For example, he currently travels to the 
Ukraine each year, to perform medical mission work. The program provides 
diabetic treatment supplies (e.g., insulin, and medications) to citizens who 
are Christians and diagnosed with diabetes. In addition, he is an Elder at the 
Harris Prairie Church of Christ. Following college, Arthur tried out to play 
in the National Football League (i.e., tryouts with the Dallas Cowboys and 
New York Giants). 

He received his college degrees, a Bachelor of Science in Psychology at 
Abilene Christian University; a Masters of Arts in Health Services Manage-
ment at Webster University; and, a Doctorate of Health Education at the 
University of New Mexico. He has other similar leadership and professional 
development training that has contributed significantly to his education and 
continue to interest Arthur even today.

Although focused in the health care industry, Arthur has been an airman 
in the United States Air Force, a health care administrator with the New 
Mexico Department of Health, a health services administrator within cor-
rectional facilities across the country, and spent a short time in the manufac-
turing industry. 

He is married to Donna. Donna is Native American, specifically a part of the 
Cherokee nation in Eastern Oklahoma. He has two children. When he is 
not working, he loves to read, to travel, play golf and tennis, and to continue 
to be a lifelong learner.

Arthur L. Culpepper, PhD, FACHE
Director of Health Services
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This Court, having reviewed the Notice and Request for Re-Publication 
and having been advised in the premises, 

MAKES THE FOLLOWING FINDINGS:

1. On Friday, September 18, 2009 a Petition/Affidavit to Withhold 
and Redirect Per Capita Payments for Delinquent Child Support was filed 
with the Court.

2. Tribal law mandates that all or an appropriate portion of per 
capita payments, due to an enrolled member of the Pokagon Band 
who is eligible for the per capita distributions, shall be directed so as 
to satisfy delinquent court-ordered child support.  See Pokagon Band 
of Potawatomi Indians Gaming Revenue Allocation Plan.

3. On September 23, 2009 an Order to Stay Distributions of Per Cap-
ita Payments was entered by the Court to preserve the Respondent’s 
per capita payments up to the amount of the delinquent child support 
obligation in order to provide Respondent notice and an opportunity 
to file any objection to the contemplated redirection of his per capita 
payments.

4. On October 12, 2009 the Court entered an order for publi-
cation to provide notice to the Respondent in the Tribal Newsletter 
because a good mailing address could not be obtained for the Respon-
dent.

5. The objection period was to end on October 31, 2009.  Howev-
er, it is believed that the Newsletter did not reach tribal members until 
around November 1, 2009.

6. Based upon the fact that the above-mentioned publication did 
not provide for the running of an adequate period for Respondent to 
object, re-publication is needed in order to provide the Respondent 
that opportunity.

WHEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED that:

1. The Court Administrator shall publish this Re-Publication to 
Provide Notice to Respondent in the Pokégnek Yajdanawa, the Tribal news-
letter. 

2. The Petitioner’s name and address shall be omitted on this 
publication notice.

3. An Order to Stay Distributions of Per Capita Payments has been 
entered by the Court against Respondent’s per capita payments and 
may not be lifted until further order of this Court.  The Order to Stay 

Distribution of Per Capita Payments has been served on the Revenue 
Allocation Plan Administrator who is responsible for distributions of 
per capita payments.   

4. An Order to Withhold and Redirect Per Capita Payments for Delin-
quent Child Support shall be entered by this Court thirty (30) days after 
the date of publication unless the Respondent files an objection(s):

a. to the recognition of the foreign court order based on the 
grounds listed in Paragraph 5; or 

b. to the enforcement of the foreign court order based on the 
grounds listed in Paragraph 6. 

5. The Respondent may file (a) written objection(s) to the 
recognition of the Order to Withhold and Redirect Per Capita Payments 
for Delinquent Child Support with the Court. The objection(s) must be 
filed on or before twenty-nine (29) after the date of publication and 
MUST demonstrate that:

a. the foreign court lacked personal or subject matter jurisdic-
tion; or

b. the foreign order was obtained by fraud, duress or coercion.

6. Unless the Respondent files an objection(s) to the enforce-
ment of the foreign court order, an Order to Withhold and Redirect Per 
Capita Payments for Delinquent Child Support will apply ALL of your 
per capita payments, INCLUDING the amount that is being held by 
the Revenue Allocation Administrator due to the Respondent’s bad 
address, to satisfy the delinquent court-ordered child support until 
such time as the delinquent child support obligation is satisfied or 
until further order of this Court.  The objection(s) must be filed on 
or before twenty-nine (29) after the date of publication and MUST 
demonstrate that:

a. the Respondent does not owe a DELINQUENT child sup-
port obligation; or

b. applying all of Respondent’s per capita payments would cre-
ate an EXTRAORDINARY UNDUE HARDSHIP to Respondent’s 
health or general welfare. 

7. If Respondent files (a) written objection(s) based on any of 
the grounds listed above, a hearing will be scheduled.  At the hearing, 
the Respondent will be required to establish grounds why the Order 
to Withhold and Redirect Per Capita Payments for Delinquent Child Support 
should not be granted by this Court.

Michael Petoskey, Chief Judge
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Can you believe it?  It’s November already and the long cold winter is just around the corner.  Fortunately we’ve been 
given some very mild days, but for how much longer?  This is the time for everyone to prepare for winter and what it 
will bring us, “Winter Storms”.  These Winter Storms create very dangerous situations for a lot of residents of Michi-
gan.  Unfortunately every year people of all ages are affected, and many families suffer injury or loss.  According to “A 
Guide to Survival”, U.S. Department of Commerce, National Weather Service, Warning and Forecast Branch, Novem-
ber 1991, NOAA/FEMA/The American Red Cross:  Everyone is potentially at risk during winter storms.  The actual 
threat to you depends on your specific situation. Recent observations indicate the following:  Winter Deaths, related 
to ice and snow: About 70% occur in automobiles, about 25% are people caught out in the storm.  Winter Deaths, 
related to exposure to cold: 50% are people over 60 yrs. Old, over 75% are males, about 20% occur in the home. 
     

Here are just a few tips to prepare your home and family.

Prepare for possible isolation in your home by:

Having sufficient heating fuel or source.  If you heat by propane or natural gas, check on prices well before the 
winter season starts.  Many times rates are lower in the off season.  Avoid using kitchen stoves, and other equip-
ment not intended to heat the inside of your home or apartment.  Each year there are lives and property lost due 
to misuse of heating and non heating equipment.  

Winterize your home.  Put plastic over windows, put weather stripping over unused doors, don’t heat unused 
rooms, insulate and heat water pipes that have the potential to freeze.  If you are a renter, ask the land lord to assist 
with these various needs.

Have plenty of food and water supplies.  Canned foods and foods that don’t need to be refrigerated are very im-
portant, as well as foods that don’t require a heat source.  Water, a three day supply should always be stored, and 
people should always remember to stay hydrated during these hazardous times.

Various types of equipment.  Flash lights and plenty of batteries, Generator, sufficient clothing, winter hats, gloves, 
socks, and insulated undergarments.  Fire Extinguishers, first aid kits, and a tool box with various tools.  Cell 
phones and a weather radio to keep in touch with others and the current weather situation.

These are just a few things you and your family can do to prepare for the possibility of isolation in your home this win-
ter season.  The Pokagon Tribal Police Department has ordered home security inspection kits that will be available to 
Pokagon Band Members in Jan. 2010.  If interested in a home security inspection by the Tribal Police, please call our 
office at (269)782-2232 and schedule an appointment for January 2010.  

     Officer Jim Sumners
     Community Resource Officer
     Pokagon Band Tribal Police Department.
     58155 M-51, South
     Dowagiac, MI 49047
     (269)782-2232 office

•

•

•

•

Be Prepared for Winter Storms
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We Have Information!

That is reassuring to read, especially coming from the Department of Education – but it is true!  
We just got in many very helpful booklets with a great variety of hints and help.  Some of the titles 
are: “How to Study”, “Learning Begins at Home”, “Reading with Purpose”, and “Help Your Child 
Succeed in School”.  Some of the booklets are intended for students to read and use and some are 
for parents’ and guardians’ use.  Come in to the Department of Education and use this wonderful 
resource.

Tutoring

We are still scheduling K-12 children with tutoring sessions.  We are also open to “temporary tutor-
ing” when students need help getting ready for tests or completing a major project, depending upon 
our availability.  Questions are always welcomed at 269-782-0887 or 888-330-1234.  Ask for Penny 
Brant.  (E-mail works well, too!  Penny.brant@pokagonband-nsn.gov)

Brag-Time

Feel free to brag to us about your children!  Keep us informed on their growths, accomplishments, 
goals, awards and milestones.  Contact the K-12 Program and ask for Becky, Kateri, or Penny – 
269-782-0887 or 888-330-1234.

Parent and Child Magazines for You!
We have made arrangements with Scholastic Books to receive subscriptions for Parent and Child 
magazine.  You may get your free copy at the Department of Education as well as several other depart-
ments, including Head Start, Tribal Council Lodge, Health Services, Social services, Elders’ Hall, 
Administration, the Family Welfare Commission, and the South Bend / Mishawaka offfice.    The 
articles cover children from newborn to “tweens” as well as great household tips, insight from all sorts 
of professionals and exciting ideas for tapping into your child’s imagination

Family Fun Night on October 27

We had a delightful evening on October 27 with our Family Fun Night held at the Head Start Build-
ing.  The evening included soup, salads, desserts, lots of giggles from children in Halloween costumes 
and craft teachings by Steve Perry, LTBB, of Lake Leelaunau, Michigan.  There are plans for future 
Family Fun Nights.  Keep your eyes open!

New Indian Education Parent Committee Members

Paula Hill, as the three-year representative for Van Buren County and Nora Rowe as the Van Buren 
one-year alternate!  Alycia Atkinson has stepped up as a one-year alternate to work with Indiana’s 
three-year rep, Nancy Petty.  Nora, Alycia, and Paula join Nancy, Conrad Church, Marie Keller, and 
Michele Winchester on the Committee.  We still have openings for three-year member and one-year 
alternate positions in Berrien County, and a one-year alternate for Allegan.  The three-year term is 
active voting, while the one-year is active supporting and voting if the three-year person is not at the 
meeting.  This is a strong way to be involved in your child’s education!  Thank you, Committee mem-
bers, for your continued dedication!

By the way – you don’t have to be elected to come to the meetings.  This great group of parents ap-
preciates input and energy from all of the parents!

Please let us know.

If your child will not be attending Lab or a tutoring session.   A quick call to the Department of Edu-
cation can save us an hour on the road.

NIEA Convention

We had a strong representation at the 40th Annual National Indian Ed-
ucation Association convention in Milwaukee, October 22nd – 25th.  
This last time the convention was this close to us was 36 years ago and 
we wanted to take advantage of having it a short drive away this year!  
We had an enlightening time!  Lots of information and networking 
were presented.  Many thanks to Marie Willis, Director, for stressing 
the importance of attending and to the Tribal Council for backing us 
on it.

A note of interest (and I quote from the NIEA Convention book, 
page 32):  “The leading organizers of this Association included Sparlin 
Norwood, Hershal (Ace) Shamant, Marigold Linton, Rosemary Chris-
tensen, John Winchester, Will Antell, Liz Whiteman, Dillon Platero, 
William Demmert, and Ned Hatathli, who would become members of 
the first ‘National Indian Education Association’ Board of Directors.”   
What an honor it was to attend such a vital function that originated 
from work done by late Tribal citizen, John Winchester!

Workshops covered Education, Language, and Culture with present-
ers from all over the country.  There were classes that focused on Spe-
cial Needs, After-School Programs, strengthening Math and Language 
Arts, behavior challenges, effective ways to integrate Culture into the 
classroom, and on.  The ten who attended through the Department 
of Education (six staff and four Indian Education Parent Committee 
members) used a “spread out” method and covered as many classes as 
possible.  Each day started with a General Assembly featuring lectures 
and presentations including Milwaukee’s Mayor, Tom Barrett; Will An-
tell, White Earth Ojibwe and a member of the NIEA Founding Panel; 
Kevin Gover, Director, National Museum of the American Indian;Dr. 
marie Battist, University of Saskatchewan; and Winona LaDuke, White 
Earth Land Recovery Project.

Marie and Penny also presented a workshop: “14 Summers – Admitting 
Our Mistakes and Sharing Our Successes” highlighting the growth in 
the Summer Program offered through the Department of Education.  
Conrad Church, 2009 Camp Coordinator, shared his input, as well.

Another benefit of this experience is the networking that happens 
when you get so many like-minded and pro-active people together at a 
convention.  The NIEA is a powerful organization that works on issues 
addressing Education for the Native American students.  It has local 
energy with National strength.

K-12 
Notes

Submitted by Penny Brant, Education Coordinator

Regan Dillion
By Rebecca Accoe, Education Associate

Regan Elizabeth Dillon is a second grade 
student at Parkwood UpJohn in Kalama-
zoo, Michigan.  Regan is part of a wonderful 
family.  Her parents are Mandy Wessell and 
Paul Dillion.  Her grandma is Dawn We-
saw.  Regan enjoys attending tribal events.  
She really enjoyed this year’s powwow.  Re-
gan’s favorite food is an apple.  She enjoys 
playing soccer and the board game Sorry as 
well as her Nintendo DS.  Regan hopes to 
become a teacher someday. Regan is proud 
to be a Native American because she has 
learned respect for her elders.  

Gabrielle Grove
Submitted by Kateri O’Toole, Education Associate

Gabrielle Grove is 12 years old and is in Kesling 
Middle School in North Liberty, Indiana. Her Par-
ents are Rachel and William Grove. Her Grand-
parents are Thomas and Wanda Morris, and Great 
Grandmother Mary Jo Morris. Gabrielle has two 
siblings: Caitlyn Grover, her sister, and brother Jor-
dan Grove. One of the cultural activities Gabrielle 
likes to attend is the annual powwow. Her favorite 
food is steak, for sports it is track, and her favorite 
game is Sorry. Some activities that she participates 
in are writing, Student Council for her school, the 
school newspaper, and yearbook. When Gabrielle 
grows up she would like to write books and teach a 
writing class. She is proud to be a Native American 
because of her heritage.

STUDENTS OF THE MONTH
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Language Corner
Months of the year

January             big bear           Che mko gizses
February           little bear         Mko gizsos
March               sucker fish       Nmébne gizses
April                 maple sugar      Zisbakdoké gizses
May                  strawberry        Démen gizses
June                   gardening        Gtegé gizses
July                   mid-summer     Abtenibne gizses
August              blueberry          Minké gizses
September         turning leaves   Watebgya gizses
October             falling leaves    Bnakwi gizses
November         snow/winter      Bbon gizses
December          mid-winter        Abtobbon gizses

Gun Lake classes are Monday nights from 6:00 - 
8:00 p.m. at the community center in Gun Lake.

Huron classes are Tuesday nights from 7:00 – 9:00 
p.m. at the community center in Athens, MI.

Pokagon classes are being held at the SMC Niles 
campus on Thursdays from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.  
The van leaves from the Department of Education 
at 6:15 p.m.  Classes this November are the 3rd, 
10th and 17th.  No class on the 24th due to the 
Christmas Holiday.

Elder’s classes are held at Elders hall on Monday’s 
at 11:00 a.m.

Important FAFSA Information
In order to be considered eligible most financial aid opportunities 
including the Pokagon Higher Education Scholarship, you must file 
the FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid).

You can file the FAFSA for the upcoming school year after January 
1st. Apply as early as you can.

Please keep in mind:
You must apply for every year you are in school
While you can not apply until January 1st, you can apply for 
your PIN # anytime.  You will need this pin # to sign your    
application and receiving the # early will save you time.
Different states and institutions have different deadlines for 
state aid.  Make sure you check with your school’s financial 
aid office for deadlines.
There is no cost to apply for the FAFSA.  Be careful of orga-
nizations and websites that require you to pay to apply for the 
FAFSA.
The official website to apply for the FAFSA is www.fafsa.gov .

Need help in filling out the FAFSA?
Some of the resources available are:

Financial Aid office of your college
Guidance office of your high school
The College Goal Sunday website has information for each 
state on Sundays where local colleges host workshops to help 
in the FAFSA process.  The website is  www.collegegoalsun-
dayusa.org
Call the Pokagon Band Department of Education at 1-888-
330-1234 for assistance.  We have a computer lab available 
where students can check out online resources and file the 
FAFSA.  Arrangements can be made by contacting Joseph 
Avance, Higher Education Specialist, to use the computer lab 
during non-business hours if necessary to accommodate your 
schedule.

 
 

•
•

•

•
•
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•
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HEAD START NEWS

2009-2010 Enrollment

We are still accepting applications for the waiting list!  Children must be 3 years of age by December 1, 2009 
to be eligible for the 2009-2010 School Year.  If you are interested, please contact the office and we will mail 
you a pre-application.  Applicants must return proof of all household income with the pre-application to be 
considered for enrollment.  Please contact Sarah Hyatt or Christina Blue at the center at (269) 783-0026, 
with any questions about enrollment for the upcoming year or to have a pre-application mailed to you.

Pokagon Band Head Start

*School days are Monday-Thursday from 8:30-2:30.

*Transportation provided in limited areas in the Dowagiac, Sister Lakes & Niles areas with central pick-up 
and drop-off locations.  

*We serve a nutritious breakfast, lunch and afternoon snack.

*The Potawatomi Language and Culture is incorporated throughout each day.  

*The program does accept children with disabilities.  

Upcoming Events/Closures

*December 18-January 3, 2010—Closed for Christmas Break.
*January 4, 2010—School Resumes!

Volunteers

The program is always looking for volunteers.  You do not have to have a relative attending the program to 
be a volunteer!  Anyone can be a volunteer for the program!  Ways to volunteer are: spending time at the 
center, storytelling, craft activities, chaperoning field trips, riding on the bus, helping with the language & 
culture and many other ways.  The program also runs male involvement activities for; fathers, step-fathers, 
grandfathers, uncles, big brothers, cousins etc.  This is a great way for the men to get together and spend time 
with the children.  If you are interested, please call to discuss your ideas and availability.

2010 NATIVE AMERICAN 
STUDENT ART 
COMPETITION 

ANNOUNCED BY THE OFFICE 
OF INDIAN EDUCATION 

Bringing Honor Through Education is the theme 
for the U.S. Department of Education, Office In-
dian Education’s 2010 Native American Student Art 
Competition. The competition, which celebrates the 
values and successes of education in Native Ameri-
can communities, is open to all American Indian and 
Alaska Native students in grades Pre-K through 12. 
The deadline for submissions is January 29, 2010.
 
By supporting this competition, the Office of Indian 
Education hopes to inspire students to explore the 
connection between their education and culture 
through art and writing. Entries for the 2010 Native 
American Student Art Competition should relate 
to the theme Bringing Honor Through Education 
and reflect the promise and importance of pursuing 
an education for Native youth. Submissions will be 
judged in six different grade levels, and prizes will be 
awarded to 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place winners in the art-
ist and writing categories. 

In recognition of the students’ artistic talents, the 
2009 Native American Student Artist winning en-
tries were exhibited at the U.S. Department of Edu-
cation, the Smithsonian’s National Museum of the 
American Indian, Oklahoma History Center, and the 
Northwest Museum of Arts and Culture. 

The Student Art Competition rules require that a 
student register their entry online or over the phone 
prior to submitting their entry. For additional infor-
mation, rules, and entry form, please visit www.kids.
indianeducation.org, email sac@indianeducation.
org, or call (866) 259-0060. 

Donations

Donations are always greatly appreciated!  
Items that we are always looking for: 

*Play dough

*Wet wipes

*Outdoor play toys

*Sidewalk chalk

*Bubbles

*Glue sticks

*Lysol Wipes

*Art supplies

*Ziploc Bags
   

  
Happy Birthday to You!

December Birthdays:

 *Caiden Smith—Dec. 7, 2009
Happy 4th Birthday!

*Haley Juroff-Holloway—Dec. 10, 2009
Happy 5th Birthday!

*Sammy Linn—Dec. 20, 2009
Happy 5th Birthday!

*Mrs. Amy Wiggins—Dec. 20, 2009
Happy Birthday!
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NOTICE OF OPEN POSITION
POKAGON BAND FAMILY WELFARE 

COMMISSION

POSITION DESCRIPTION:

The Pokagon Band is seeking applications from Pokagon Band members interested 
in serving on the Pokagon Band Family Welfare Commission. There is currently one 
seat up for appointment or re-appointment on the five member Commission. In or-
der to protect the best interests of our children, the Pokagon Band Tribal Council 
formed the Family Welfare Commission by adoption of the Family Welfare Commis-
sion Ordinance on November 6, 2001. The Commission was designed, not only, to 
protect the best interests of Pokagon Band children, but also to: Promote the stability 
and security of Pokagon Band families; Recommend to the judicial and administrative 
agencies involved, a course of action for the guidance and care of Pokagon Band chil-
dren which most preserves the unity of the family; Recommend actions that will best 
serve the cultural, spiritual, emotional, mental and physical welfare of the child; Rec-
ommend a continuum of services for Pokagon Band children and their families with 
emphasis whenever possible on prevention, early intervention, and community based 
alternatives; Recognize and acknowledge the cultural traditions of the Pokagon Band 
for child-rearing and family preservation. The Commission meets approximately once 
each month at Elders Hall, depending on the needs of the Commission, and meets at 
additional times as may be needed to address other specific matters. Family Welfare 
Commission members typically spend several additional hours per month preparing 
for Commission meetings or engaged in other Commission activities. 

The Family Welfare Commission Ordinance is available at the following internet 
address: http://www.pokagonband-nsn.gov/government.htm.

COMPENSATION:

Family Welfare Commissioners are compensated as independent contractors in the 
amount of $75 for attending each Family Welfare Commission meeting. In addition, 
Commission members are entitled to reimbursement for mileage when using personal 
vehicles to attend meetings and for other Family Welfare Commission business.

QUALIFICATIONS OF COMMISSIONERS:

A. A Commissioner may not also be a member of Tribal Council.

B. An individual considered for appointment must be an enrolled Tribal member, at 
least 18 years of age, with knowledge and experience demonstrated through educa-
tional, occupational or volunteer activities in the following areas:

   1. childhood education;
   2. childhood development;
   3. Pokagon Band or other tribal customs and traditions pertaining to child   
   rearing;
   4. governmental and private programs to assist children and families in need;and
   5. individual and family dysfunction, the types, causes, and treatment.

C. Neither an employee nor the spouse of an employee of the Band or of the federal 
government, or a state or local government, who is involved with or possibly involved 
with the delivery of services relating to child welfare matters within the scope of the 
Commission duties and authority may be appointed or serve as a Commissioner.

Mno-Bmadsen
Position:  Executive Director, Economic/Business Development

Mno-Bmadsen is seeking an Executive Director of Economic and Busi-
ness Development.  Mno-Bmadsen is an enterprise chartered by the 
Tribal Council of the Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians to provide 
economic and business development that generates revenue to fund 
government programs, provide livelihoods to the Pokagon Potawatomi 
people, and improve the quality of life for the Band membership.

This position will be responsible for identifying potential economic 
and business development opportunities; evaluating and recommend-
ing  development opportunities to the Board of Directors; managing 
the start-up of approved development initiatives; analyzing and assess-
ing the performance of on-going  development projects; developing and 
implementing public relations and marketing strategies to promote the 
enterprise; overseeing accounting and financial functions; providing 
overall leadership and direction for the enterprise and any enterprise 
staff.

The Pokagon Band provides services including housing, education, 
family services, medical care and cultural preservation to approximately 
4000 Tribal members in Southwestern Michigan, Northwestern Indi-
ana, and abroad, through a rapidly growing Tribal Government of over 
100 employees.  Tribal government operations are located in Dowagiac, 
Michigan.  This position will be located in or near the Tribal govern-
ment center, although the enterprise may conduct its economic and 
business development activities any place in the world.

General Job Requirements:

Bachelors Degree required.  MBA or equivalent degree preferred.
Minimum of 10 years of economic development, business develop-
ment, and/or entrepreneurial experience is required. 
Demonstrated success in securing profitable new economic/busi-
ness development opportunities.
Outstanding interpersonal and communication skills, including 
the ability to author and deliver easily understood presentations of 
complex information.
Demonstrated ability to interface effectively with multiple levels of 
management, from senior corporate executives to local managers 
and community officials.
Excellent quantitative and analytical skills.
Ability to travel.
Certified Economic Developer (CEcD) certification preferred.

Pokagon Band Indian preference policies apply.

Salary commensurate with demonstrated achievement, experience and 
credentials.  

Resumes may be sent to The Center for management Development, 
Indiana University Northwest, 3400 Broadway, Gary, IN 46408-1197, 
or emailed to mgtctr@iun.edu.

Deadline for applications:  December 15, 2009

•

•

•

•

•
•
•
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Dr. Joe Medicine Crow and Matt Wesaw, Tribal Chair

It has been a very fast moving and memorable month since my last article.  I, on behalf 
of the Pokagon Band, was part of history when the President of the United States invited
 all of the 564 federally recognized tribal leaders to Washington D.C. for a first ever 
meeting with a sitting President.  About 400 tribal leaders attended.  All but two of 
Michigan’s federally recognized tribes were in attendance.  I have included a photo of 
the Michigan leaders just prior to the President’s remarks.   In addition to listening to 
the President, whose remarks appear in this newsletter (Page 14-15), I was able to meet and 
discuss a variety of concerns with Cabinet Secretaries, another very unusual opportunity.  
I will say that if the President fulfills his promises and his Secretaries theirs, we will be 
entering a completely new era in how the federal government interacts with Indian 
Country.  The tribe has a responsibility, now more than ever, to maintain strong 
interactive relationship with our political partners in local, state, and federal governments.

Part of that interactive relationship building started while in D.C.  Traveling with me 
were council member Alice Overly and Lynn Davidson, council representative for the 
Elders.  We were able to attend and meet with Senator Debbie Stabenow (D-Mi), a 
strong supporter of native issues and also Representative Charlie Melancon (D-La) who 
is challenging Senator David Vitter (R-La).  Senator Vitter is not a friend to Indian 
Country.  We also met with Michigan Representatives, Dale Kildee and Nick Culp, staff 
to Fred Upton who was in committee hearings.  Probably the most beneficial meeting was with Representative Joe Donnelly, (D-In) who represent St. 
Joe County.  Rep. Donnelly was busy with mark-ups in the Finance Committee, but took the time to come out between votes and speak with us about 
mutual issues of concern in his district.  It was nice to have a constituent with us, but the reception we received from Rep. Donnelly was better than 
we could have hoped for.  He gave us a tour of the “back room” which the normal public doesn’t get, and also a personal tour of part of the White 
House. He indicated his door is always open and he looks forward to working with us.

We also attended a reception at the National Museum of American Indian for the tribal leaders.  This was very well attended and we made many new 
acquaintances.    

A highlight for me was an opportunity to have my photo taken with Dr. Joe Medicine Crow, of the Crow Tribe who is 96 years young.   He is the last 
war time chief of the tribe, gaining that honor during WWII.   Chief Medicine Crow received the President’s Gold Medal of Freedom in August of 
this year, the highest civilian honor to be bestowed by the President.     We were honored to hear a few remarks from Chief Crow who was accompa-
nied by his younger brother to D.C. for the meeting.  

I mentioned in my last article the excitement about the vision that tribal council has been developing.  We have reached the point where the vision, 
guiding principles and desired outcomes will be revealed to our tribal citizens.  As you read this most of you will have seen the vision “POKEGNEK 
BODEWADMIK, POKAGON BAND OF POTAWATOMI A PROUD, COMPASSIONATE PEOPLE COMMITTED TO STRENGTHENING 
OUR SOVEREIGN NATION, A PROGRESSIVE COMMUNITY FOCUSED ON CULTURE AND THE MOST INNOVATIVE OPPORTUNI-
TIES FOR ALL OF OUR CITIZENS.”  In addition to this are the guiding principles and the desire outcomes which will identify how we will meet 
our vision.   Council will be receiving additional training with the department directors to help us all move in unison as we continue to serve our 
citizens in the best way possible.  Council will also begin the process of re-evaluating our “master plan” for government infrastructure.  We are entering 
a period of positive opportunities for the tribal citizens.  This doesn’t include just increased government services and programs, but a period in which 
we will soon benefit from increased distributions from Four Winds.  This will require sound business decisions from council and constructive input 
from our citizens who are interested in how government functions.  Now is the time to take a serious look at where we want to be in twenty years and 
begin to establish the permanent foundation for our growth both in bricks and mortar and services.  

For those who attending the November 21st meeting, they will have heard to report that Council believes they have reached the point where we can 
confidently say that from here on out there will be a distribution each quarter.  In addition, all things remaining consistent, each distribution will be 
larger than the previous.  It has been a difficult time for many of our citizens with this economy, council is well aware of that, but council has worked 
very hard to correct the problem which lead to increased distributions the first year and set the expectation that each quarter would be similar.  We 
would have been better served to receive a more accurate distribution and been consistent each quarter instead of what we have experienced this past 
year.  It was not an intentional error, but it has created some problems for many of our people.  I apologize for that error.  I don’t like to look to far 
ahead, but in the next two years we will be paying off additional debt that costs us about 50 million each year.  In two years that money should be 
available for distribution pending decisions on debt reduction, and expansion.  Those tow items can be accomplished with our ability to still increase 
the monthly stipend and support new and improved programs. 

With the help of our lobbyist, I have been able to schedule another meeting with Andrew Norris of Governor’s Daniel’s office.  Mr. Norris was going 
meet here but his school schedule couldn’t be changed.  I hope to make serious progress in obtaining appointments for tribal citizens who live in this 
state.  The Governor doesn’t post vacancies, but is willing to review potential openings.  We need to aggressively pursue the appointment of our people 
to government positions.

In closing, I hope everyone had a Happy Thanksgiving and that you all enjoy the Christmas season with family and friends.  I would like to thank 
Tribal Council for their generosity and concern for our tribal citizens with the approval of the Christmas gift card for our children and the check for 
the adults along with the food baskets.   I know this doesn’t satisfy everyone, but it helps.   My phone is always on and my door is always open.  If you 
are in the area please stop in and say hi.

- Matt



Happy 11th Birthday!
December 29th

Cheyenne Harmon
 

With All Our Love,
Mom, Dad, Alexis, Cody 

and
Your Guardian Angel Grammy

Congratulations Sierra Helmke 
on winning the Dowagiac Hal-
loween contest!  You looked 
great!  Love Always, Mom, 

Buddy, Marlie Jo, and Parker

Happy 6th Birthday Sierra Helmke! You have 
grown into such a beautiful young lady!  We 

are so very proud of you and love you with all 
our hearts!  Love Always, Mom, Buddy, Marlie 

Jo and Parker

Happy birthday to my mom 
Karen Spicher on Dec. 17. 

Happy 4th Birthday to my little brother 
and sister Michael and Madisyn on Dec. 

14

From Amanda Spicher

Happy Belated 21st Birthday 

Danni Rapp

Love,
Aunt Martha, Uncle Josh, Sydney, and 

Chelsy

Happy 20th Birthday
Taylor Morseau

Love,
Aunt Martha, Uncle Josh, 

Sydney, and Chelsy

Martha, Josh, and Sydney Olson
like to introduce their new member to their 

family.

Chelsy Ariel Olson
Born on October 5, 2009

6 lbs 9 oz 19 3/4

Congratulations, Cheryl 
Morseau on the new baby 

peh noh jas. 

Love your Family.

Happy Birthday Ahmad Birks

Love Big Daddy and Mommica



Congratulations for your high school 
graduation, Garrison Harold Grubb. You 

deserve a break!

Love Mom and Dad

Congratulations on transferring to Northeast 
Iowa Community College and

Happy 19th Birthday Garrison Grubb 

From Mom and Dad

Happy Birthday to the following: 

Regina King – Dec. 1
Joseph Swisher – Dec. 1
Paula Haggard – Dec. 5
Ralph Wilson – Dec. 12

TJ Bayro – Dec. 15
Lisa Edwards – Dec. 16

Pamela Wilson – Dec. 19
Jeanette Bogle – Dec. 20 
Michael Bayro – Dec. 24
David Pointer - Dec. 25
Nancy Kenny – Dec. 27
Dorothy Burgh Dec. 28
Ray Lopez Jr. - Dec. 28

Ashley Cowgill – Dec. 28
Megan Marie Carpenter – Dec. 30

Marlene Brown – Dec. 31
Amy Bayro – Dec. 31

From Dorothy Burgh Calling All Tribal Artists
We are putting together a reference book that will be available at the 
Gift Shop at Four Winds Casino Resort.  The book would have as 
many artists represented as possible, including those selling in the Gift 
Shop and those who are not.  For each person, I would need a photo 
of the artist, a brief statement ( not to exceed a couple of paragraphs) 
and, a few pictures - at most six - of the artist’s work.  If you are already 
selling or have sold your work in the Gift Shop and we already have a 
photo and statement, all I would need are photos of your recent work.  
If you are not selling at the Gift Shop, I need all three:  your headshot, 
your statement, pictures of your work.  I would prefer that you send 
these by email to me at my email address (amysenninger@gmail.com) in 
digital form (JPEG, if possible) but if you need to send printed photos 
you may send them to:

Att: Jodi Poplas Gift Shop
 Four Winds Casino Resort

11111 Wilson Road ,New Buffalo, Michigan 49117
The deadline for sending your information to me is November 21, 

2009.  

Amy Senninger
269-932-5260

Notice to All Artists Who Are Pokagon Band Members 

Thank You! to all the artists who contributed their work to the Four 
Winds Casino Gift Shop Consignment Program.  The Pokagon Tribal 
Artwork section is beautiful and is continuing to experience good sales. 
The gift shop at Four Winds Casino Resort has been open awhile and 
will need more art in the months to come.  You are invited to bring new 
artwork every other  month at an informal meeting.

The next two reviews will be held on Saturday, January 23rd. 
The review will be held from 10:00am to Noon at the Four Winds 

Casino Hotel. 

This will be in a conference room - just inquire at the front desk.  Amy 
Senninger, who is the Liaison for the Tribal Artists, and the Gift Shop 
Management Team will be there to meet artists and review their artwork.  
We will be available as resources on that day to discuss what is selling and 
why.  The most popular price range is in the range of $15.00 to $60.00.  
We are starting to sell more expensive items on occasion.  We will offer 
our thoughts on creating a balanced collection with items in all price 
ranges, including a 
few high-end ones. Jewelry and crafts that have “casino” themes, such as 
dice, cards etc. seem to be experiencing popularity, but buying habits are 
as many and varied as the people buying.  The main thing is to focus on 
what truly brings you pleasure to make.  You do not have to be a 
professional artist to be eligible. 
 
We have also received requests for artwork that features the symbolism 
of clans. 
In addition,  Amy will offer on-the-spot tips on how to present artwork 
in the most saleable way for the lowest cost, with regards to matting and 
framing.  

 
 Bring what you have and get ideas on how to sell it!  

Amy Senninger
amysenninger@gmail.com 

269-932-5260

YOU MUST BE A POKAGON BAND MEMBER TO BE ELI-
GIBLE FOR PLACING YOUR WORK IN THE GIFT SHOP AT 

FOUR WINDS CASINO RESORT. 

PLEASE BRING YOUR ENROLEMENT CARD 



COUNCIL INFORMATION PAGE 22

Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians
Tribal Council E-Mail Directory

Office Phone: 1-888-376-9988
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Tribal Council
58620 Sink Rd.

(269) 782-6323 / 
Toll Free (888) 376-9988

FAX (269) 782-9625

Elders Program 
53237 Townhall Rd.

(269) 782-0765 / 
Toll Free (800) 859-2717

FAX (269) 782-1696

Administrative / 
Information Technology

58620 Sink Rd.
(269) 782-8998 / 

Toll Free (800) 517-0777
FAX (269) 782-6882

Social Services
58620 Sink Rd.

(269) 782-8998 / 
Toll Free (800) 517-0777

FAX (269) 782-4295

Health Services / 
Behavioral Health
57392 M 51 South 
(269) 782-4141 / 

Toll Free (888) 440-1234
FAX (269) 782 - 8797

Resource Development/
Environmental

32142 Edwards Street
(269) 782-9602 Phone

(269) 783-0452 Fax

Education and Training
58620 Sink Rd. 
(269) 782-0887 / 

Toll Free (888) 330-1234
FAX (269) 782-0985

Finance Department
58620 Sink Rd.

(269) 782-8998 / 
Toll Free (800) 517-0777

FAX (269) 782-1028

Enrollment
32142 Edwards St.
(269) 782-1763 / 

Toll Free (888) 782-1001
FAX (269) 782-1964

Commodities
(269) 782-3372 / 

Toll Free (888) 281-1111
FAX (269)782-7814

Head Start
58620 Sink Rd. 
(269) 783-0026/ 
(866)-250-6573

FAX (269) 782-9795

South Bend Area Office
310 W. Mc Kinley Ave. Suite 300 

Mishawaka, IN. 46545
(574)-255-2368 / 

Toll Free (800) 737-9223
FAX (574) 255-2974

Housing Department
32142 Edwards St.
(269) 783-0443 / 

Toll Free (877) 983-0385
FAX (269) 783-0452

Tribal Court
58620 Sink Rd.

(269) 783-0505 / 
FAX (269) 783-0519

Tribal Police
58155 M-51 South
(269) 782-2232 / 

Toll Free (866-399-0161)
FAX (269) 782-7988

Election 
32142 Edwards St. 
(269) 782-9475 / 

Toll Free (888) 782-9475

Human Resources / Compliance
57365 M-51 South

(269) 782-8163 - Human Resources
(269) 782-5198 - Compliance

Toll free- (Coming Soon)

Spouses Of Tribal Members Can Now Apply for The Temporary Staffing Pool!

The Pokagon Band Temporary Pool will begin accepting applications not only from Tribal Members but also their spouses.  Native American prefer-
ence still applies, meaning, the spouses will be considered if a Pokagon Band member is unavailable for the position.

The temporary positions pay $8.50 per hour. 

Tribal Members interested in assisting with filling temporary vacancies on an “on-call” basis are encouraged to call Lori Harris at (269) 782-8998 or 
800-517-0777. Employment applications are available at the Pokagon Band Administration Office at 58620 Sink Road Dowagiac. 

Applicants must pass the following background checks:
Criminal background  Motor vehicle report
Work history   References
Tribal membership (spouse of enrolled tribal member)
DSH clearance (if applicable)

You must submit to and pass a Drug and Alcohol Test.

Temporary personnel will be subject to applicable rules of the Pokagon Band Personnel Policy Handbook.

This is an excellent opportunity for our Membership to occasionally supplement their income, gain experience while, aiding us in continuing smooth 
delivery of   services.

Please call for an appointment today!



Pokagon Band Administrative Office
58620 Sink Rd. 
Dowagiac, MI 49047

EDUCATION ANNOUNCEMENT

Tribal Council has approved the Pokagon Higher Education 
Technology Stipend for those citizens in the process of pursing 
higher education degrees.  The program provides financial support, 
on a one-time basis for technology needs.  

For more eligibility info, please contact Marie Willis at the 
Department of Education at 1-888-330-1234. 

Application forms are also available online at the Pokagon website at 
www.pokagon.com in the Department of Education section.
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