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Pokégnek Bodéwadmik

POKAGON BAND OF POTAWATOMI
TRIBAL COUNCIL

[UPDATED CLOSURE ORDER: DOWAGIAC RIVER PROJECT]

TRIBAL COUNCIL
RESOLUTION NoO. 25-09-29-01

The Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians of Michigan and Indiana (“Pokagon
Band”) is a sovereign, federally recognized Indian tribe, as reaffirmed under P.L.
103-323, enacted September 21, 1994; and

The Pokagon Band is organized under a constitution, which was adopted on
November 1, 2005 and became effective on December 16, 2005 (“Constitution”);

and

In accordance with P.L. 103-323, and pursuant to Article IX of the Constitution,
the Tribal Council is the governing body of the Pokagon Band; and

The Tribal Council is vested with the sovereign powers of the Pokagon Band not
inconsistent with any provisions of the Constitution, including the enumerated
powers set forth in Article IX, Section 2, of the Constitution; and

On November 24, 2014, through Resolution No. 14-11-24-07, the Tribal Council
enacted the Hunting and Gathering Code (“Code”); and

Under Subsection 2.04(b) of the Code, if the Pokagon Band Department of
Natural Resources (“DNR”) “concludes, that to protect Natural Resources or
public safety, it is necessary to close all or a portion of a Hunting Unit or
Gathering Unit, the Department may develop and recommend a draft Closure
Order[;]” and

Under Subsection 2.04(f) of the Code, DNR “may immediately forward any draft
... Closure Order . . . to the Tribal Council for consideration[;]”” and

Under Subsection 2.04(h) of the Code, in approving a Closure Order, the Tribal
Council shall “specify the time-period that the . . . Closure Order . . . shall remain
in effect, which may be until further action by the Tribal Council, provided that
the Department shall cause the Tribal Council to review any such . . . Closure
Order . .. at least once annually[;]” and

While the construction work to restore the historic meander bends to the
Dowagiac River are now completed (“Prior Project”), there exists a need to
protect Natural Resources and/or public safety in the area of all or a portion of the
area, as the area needs sufficient time with limited activity to support the regrowth
of plant life; and

Through Tribal Council Resolution No. 23-10-23-05, the Tribal Council
previously approved a Closure Order for Closure Areas of the Prior Project
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(“Prior Closure Order”) which closed all hunting, fishing, and gathering in the 29-
acre area depicted in Figure 1 (“Closure Area 1”°) and the 43-acre area depicted in
Figure 2 (“Closure Area 2”) of the Prior Closure Order; and

The DNR has reviewed the Prior Closure Order and determined that Closure Area
2 can be reopened, however, Closure Area 1 should remain closed to hunting,
fishing, and gathering until the next review due to the need to protect Natural
Resources and/or public safety, as the area needs sufficient time with limited
activity to support the regrowth of plant life; and

The DNR has prepared a new draft closure order, a copy of which is attached,
which maintains the closure of Closure Area 1 for the reasons stated above
(“Updated Closure Order”); and

In accordance with Subsection 2.04(h) of the Code, the DNR caused the Tribal
Council to review the Updated Closure Order, and recommends that the Tribal
Council: (1) rescind the Prior Closure Order and (2) approve the Updated Closure

Order,; and

The Tribal Council has reviewed the Updated Closure Order and determined that
it is reasonable and necessary.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Tribal Council rescinds the Prior Closure
Order and approves the Updated Closure Order; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Updated Closure Order shall remain in effect until
further action by the Tribal Council; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that DNR shall cause the Tribal Council to review the Updated
Closure Order at least once each year the Updated Closure Order is in effect; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Tribal Council directs DNR to publicize the Updated
Closure Order and to post appropriate signage of the Updated Closure Order intermittently along
the boundaries of Closure Area 1.

CERTIFICATION

We do hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was presented and voted upon
with a quorum present at a duly convened Special Session of the Tribal Council
held on the 29" day of September, 2025 by a vote of 10 in favor, 0 opposed, 1

absent, and 0 abstaining.
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Tribal Council Chairman Tribal Council Secretary



